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PREFACE 


TO  THE 

first  edition 

OF  THE 

HI  S TO  R IC  AL  SURVEY  OF  ST.  DOMINGO , 
(l  796.) 


SOON  after  I had  publifhed  the  Hiflory  of  the 
Britifh  Colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  I con- 
ceived the  defign  of  compiling  a general  account  of 
the  fettlements  made  by  all  the  nations  of  Europe 
in  that  part  of  the  New  Hemifphere,  but  more 
particularly  the  French,  whofe  pofleffions  were  un- 
doubtedly the  moft  valuable  and  productive  of  the 
whole  Archipelago.  This  idea  fuggefted  itfelf  to 
me  on  furveying  the  materials  I had  collect- 
ed with  regard  to  their  principal  colony  in  St.  Do- 
mingo ; not  doubting,  as  the  fortune  of  war  had 
placed  under  the  Britifh  dominion  all  or  moft  of 
the  other  French  iflands,  that  I fhould  eafily  pro- 
cure fuch  particulars  of  the  condition,  population, 
and  culture  of  each,  as  would  enable  me  to  com- 
plete my  defign,  with  credit  to  myfelf,  and  fatis- 
faCtion  to  the  Publick.  I am  forry  to  obferve,  that 
in  this  expectation  I have  hitherto  found  myfelf 
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difappointed.  The  prefent  publication,  therefore, 
is  confined  wholly  to  St.  Domingo;  concerning 
which,  having  perfonally  vifited  that  unhappy  coun- 
try foon  after  the  revolt  of  the  negroes  in  1791, 
and  formed  connexions  there,  which  have  fupplied 
me  with  regular  communications  ever  fince,  I pof- 
lefs  a mafs  of  evidence,  and  irrtportant  documents. 
My  motives  for  going  thither,  are  of  little  confe- 
quence  to  the  Publick ; but  the  circumftances 
which  occafioned  the  voyage,  the  reception  I met 
with,  and  the  fituation  in  which  1 found  the 
wretched  Inhabitants,  cannot  fail  of  being  intereft- 
ing  to  the  reader ; and  I flatter  myfelf  that  a fhort 
account  of  thofe  particulars,  while  it  confers  fome 
degree  of  authenticity  on  my  labours,  will  not  be 
thought  an  improper  Introduction  to  my  Book. 

In  the  month  of  September  1791,  when  I was 
at  Spanilh  Town  in  Jamaica,  two  French  Gentle- 
men were  introduced  to  me,  who  were  juft  arrived 
from  St.  Domingo,  with  information  that  the  ne- 
gro flaves  belonging  to  the  French  part  of  that 
ifland,  to  the  number,  as  was  believed,  of  100,000 
and  upwards,  had  revolted,  and  were  fpreading 
death  and  defolation  over  the  whole  of  the  nor- 
thern province.  They  reported  that  the  governor- 
general,  confidering  the  fituation  of  the  colony  as 
a common  caufe  among  the  white  inhabitants  of  all 
nations  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  difpatched  com- 
miffioners  to  the  neighbouring  iflands,  as  well  as  to 
the  States  of  North  America,  to  requeft  imme- 
diate afhftance  of  troops,  arms,  ammunition,  and 
provifions ; and  that  themfelves  were  deputed  on 

the 


FIRST  EDITION.  V 

the  fame  errand  to  the  Government  at  Jamaica  : 
I was  accordingly  defired  to  prelent  them  to  the 
Earl  of  Effingham,  the  commander  in  chief.  Al- 
though the  difpatches  with  which  thefe  gentlemen 
were  furnifhed,  were  certainly  a very  fufficient  in- 
troduction to  his  lordftiip,  I did  not  hefitate  to 
comply  with  their  requeft ; and  it  is  fcarcely  necei- 
iary  to  obferve,  that  the  liberal  and  enlarged  mind 
which  animated  every  part  of  Lord  Effingham’s 
conduct,  needed  no  folicitation,  in  a cafe  of  bene- 
ficence and  humanity.  Superior  to  national  pre- 
judice, he  felt,  as  a man  and  a chriftian  ought  to 
feel,  for  the  calamities  of  fellow  men ; and  he  faw, 
in  its  full  extent,  the  danger  to  which  every  illand 
in  the  Weft  Indies  would  be  expofed  from  fuch  an 
example,  if  the  triumph  of  favage  anarchy  over  all 
order  and  government  fliould  be  complete.  He 
therefore,  without  hefitation,  allured  the  commif- 
ftoners  that  they  might  depend  on  receiving  from 
the  government  of  Jamaica,  every  affiftance  and 
fuccour  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  give.  Troops 
he  could  not  offer,  for  he  had  them  not ; but  he 
faid  he  would  furnifh  arms,  ammunition,  and  pro- 
vifions,  and  he  promiled  to  confult  with  the  diftin- 
guifhed  Officer  commanding  in  the  naval  depart- 
ment, concerning  the  propriety  of  fending  up  one 
•or  more  of  his  Majefty’s  ihips ; the  commiffioners 
having  luggefted  that  the  appearance  in  their  har- 
bours of  a few  veflels  of  war  might  ferve  to  inti- 
midate the  infurgents,  and  keep  them  at  a diftance, 
.while  the  neceflary  defences  and  intrenchments  were 

b 3 making, 


V’i  PREFACETOTHE 

making,  to  preferve  the  city  of  Cape  Francois  from 
an  attack. 

Admiral  Affleck  (as  from  his  known  worth, 
and  general  character  might  have  been  expected) 
very  chearfully  co-operated  on  this  occafion  with 
Lord  Effingham ; and  immediately  iffued  orders  to 
the  captains  of  the  Blonde  and  Daphne  frigates  to 
proceed,  in  company  with  a floop  of  war,  forth- 
with to  Cape  Francois.  The  Centurion  was  foon 
afterwards  ordered  to  Port  au  Prince.  The  Blonde 
being  commanded  by  my  amiable  and  lamented 
friend,  Captain  William  Affleck,  who  kindly  under- 
took to  convey  the  French  commiffioners  back  to 
St.  Domingo,  I was  eafily  perfuaded  to  accompany 
them  thither;  and  fome  other  gentlemen  of  Ja- 
maica joined  the  party. 

We  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Cape  Francois  in 
the  evening  of  the  26th  of  September,  and  the 
firft  objedt  which  arrefted  our  attention  as  we  ap- 
proached, was  a dreadful  fcene  of  devaluation  by 
tire.  The  noble  plain  adjoining  the  Cape  was  co- 
vered with  allies,  and  the  furrounding  hills,  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  reach,  every  where  prefented  to  us 
ruins  ftill  fmoking,  and  houfes  and  plantations  at 
that  moment  in  ilames.  It  was  a light  more  ter- 
rible than  the  mind  of  any  man,  unaccuflomed  to 
fuch  a fcene,  can  eafily  conceive. — The  inhabitants 
ot  the  town  being  aflembled  on  the  beach,  direc- 
ted all  their  attention  towards  us,  and  we  landed 
amidft  a crowd  of  fpedfators  who,  with  uplifted 
hands  and  ftreaming  eyes,  g«ave  welcome  to  their 
deliverers  (for  fuch  they  confidercd  us)  and  accla- 
2 mat  ions 
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mations  of  vivent  les  Anglois  refounded  from  every 
quarter. 

The  governor  of  St.  Domingo,  at  that  time, 
was  the  unfortunate  General  Blanchelande ; a mare - 
chal  de  camp  in  the  French  fervice,  who  has  fince 
perifhed  on  the  fcaffold.  He  did  us  the  honour  to 
receive  us  on  the  quay.  A committee  of  the  colo- 
nial affembly,  accompanied  by  the  governor’s  only 
fon,  an  amiable  and  accomplifhed  youth  *,  had 
before  attended  us  on  board  the  Blonde,  and  we 
were  immediately  conducted  to  the  place  of  their 
meeting.  The  fcene  was  ftriking  and  folemn. 
The  hall  was  fplendidly  illuminated,  and  all  the 
members  appeared  in  mourning.  Chairs  were  placed 
for  us  within  the  bar,  and  the  Governor  having 
taken  his  feat  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Prefident, 
the  latter  addreffed  us  in  an  eloquent  and  affecting 
oration,  of  which  the  following  is  as  literal  a trans- 
lation as  the  idiom  of  the  two  lano-uag-es  will 

o o 

admit : 

“ We  were  not  miflaken,  Gentlemen,  when  we 
“placed  our  confidence  in  your  generality;  but 
“ we  could  hardly  entertain  the  hope,  that,  betides 
“ fending  us  fuccours,  you  would  come  in  perfon 
“ to  give  us  confolation.  You  have  quitted,  with- 
“ out  relu&ance,  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  happi- 
“ nefs  at  home,  to  come  and  participate  in  the 
“ misfortunes  of  ftrangers,  and  blend  your  tears 

“ with 

* This  young  gentleman  likewife  perifhed  by  the  guillotine 
ander  the  tyranny  of  Robefpierre.  He  was  maffacred  at  Paris, 
oa  the  20th  July  1794,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age. 
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“ with  our’s.  Scenes  of  mifery  (the  contemplation 
“ of  which,  to  thole  who  are  unaccuftomed  to  mis- 
“ fortune,  is  commonly  difgufting)  have  not  fup- 
“ preffed  your  feelings.  You  have  been  willing  to 
“ alcertain  the  full  extent  of  our  diftrefles,  and  to 
“ pour  into  our  wounds  the  falutary  balm  of  your 
“ lenlibility  and  compaflion. 

“ The  picture  which  has  been  drawn  of  our  ca- 
“ lamities,  you  will  find  has  fallen  fhort  of  the  rea- 
“ lity.  That  verdure  with  which  our  fields  were 
“ lately  arrayed,  is  no  longer  vifible ; difcoloured 
“ by  the  flames,  and  laid  wafte  by  the  devaftations 
“ of  war,  our  coafts  exhibit  no  profpedt  but  that 
“ of  defolation.  The  emblems  which  we  wear  on 
“ our  perfons,  are  the  tokens  of  our  grief  for  the 
“ lofs  of  our  brethren,  who  were  furprized,  and 
“ cruelly  aflaflinated,  by  the  revolters. 

“It  is  by  the  glare  of  the  conflagrations  that 
“ every  way  furround  us,  that  we  now  deliberate  : 
“ we  are  compelled  to  fit  armed  and  watchful 
“ through  the  night,  to  keep  the  enemy  from  our 
“ fandtuary.  For  a long  time  paft  our  boioms 
“ have  been  deprefled  by  forrow  ; they  experience 
“ this  day,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  the  fweet  emotions 
“ ot  pleafure,  in  beholding  you  amongft  us. 

“ Generous  iflanders ! humanity  has  operated 
“ powerfully  on  your  hearts ; — you  have  yielded  to 
“ the  firft  emotion  of  your  generality,  in  the  hopes 
“ of  fnatching  us  from  death ; for  it  is  already  too 
“ late  to  fave  us  from  mifery.  What  a contrail  be- 
“ tween  your  conduct,  and  that  of  other  nations ! 
“We  will  avail  ourleives  of  your  benevolence; 

“ but 
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“ but  the  days  you  preferve  to  us,  will  not  be  fuffi- 
“ cient  to  manifeft  our  gratitude : our  children 
“ (hall  keep  it  in  remembrance. 

“ Regenerated  France,  unapprized  that  fuch 
“ calamities  might  befal  us,  has  taken  no  meafures 
“ to  protect  us  againft  their  effects  : with  what 
“ admiration  will  (he  learn,  that,  without  your  af- 
“ fiftance,  we  fhould  no  longer  exift  as  a depen- 
“ dency  to  any  nation. 

“ The  Commiffioners  deputed  by  us  to  the  ifland 
“ of  Jamaica,  have  informed  us  of  your  exertions 
“ to  ferve  us. — Receive  the  affurance  of  our  at- 
“ tachment  and  fenfibility. 

“ The  Governor-general  of  this  ifland,  whofe 
“ fentiments  perfectly  accord  with  our  own,  parti- 
“ cipates  equally  in  the  joy  we  feel  at  your  prefence, 
“ and  in  our  gratitude  tor  the  affiftance  you  have 
“ brought  us.” 

At  this  jundture,  the  French  colonifts  in  St. 
Domingo,  however  they  might  have  been  divided  in 
political  fentiments  on  former  occafions,  feemed  to 
befoftened,  by  the  fenfe  of  common  buffering,  into 
perfect  unanimity.  All  defcriptions  of  perfons  joined 
in  one  general  outcry  againft  the  National  Affembly, 
to  whofe  proceedings  were  imputed  all  their  dif- 
afters.  This  opinion  was  indeed  fo  widely  diffemi- 
nated,  and  fo  deeply  rooted,  as  to  create  a very 
ftrong  difpofition  in  the  white  inhabitants  of  Cape 
Francois,  to  renounce  their  allegiance  to  the  mother 
country.  The  black  cockade  was  univerfally  fub- 
flituted  in  place  of  the  tri -coloured  one,  and  very 
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earned  wiflies  were  avowed  in  all  companies,  with- 
out fcruple  or  redraint,  that  the  Britifh  adminidra- 
tion  would  fend  an  armament  to  conquer  the  idand, 
or  rather  to  receive  its  voluntary  furrender  from  the 
inhabitants.  What  they  wifhed  might  happen, 
they  perfuaded  themfelves  to  believe  was  actually 
in  contemplation ; and  this  idea  foon  became  fo 
prevalent,  as  to  place  the  author  of  this  work  in  an 
awkward  fituation.  The  fanguine  difpofition  ob- 
fervable  in  the  French  character,  has  been  noticed 
by  all  who  have  vifited  them  ; but  in  this  cafe  their 
credulity  grew  to  a height  that  was  extravagant 
and  even  ridiculous.  By  the  kindnefs  of  the  Earl 
of  Effingham,  I was  favoured  with  a letter  of  in- 
troduction to  the  Governor-general ; and  my  re- 
ception, both  by  M.  Blanchelande  and  the  colo- 
nial affembly,  was  fuch  as  not  only  to  excite  the 
publick  attention,  but  alfo  to  induce  a very  general 
belief  that  no  common  motive  had  brought  me 
thither.  The  fuggedions  of  individuals  to  this 
purpofe,  became  perplexing  and  troublefome.  Af- 
furances  on  my  part,  that  I had  no  views  beyond 
the  gratification  of  curiofity,  had  no  other  effedt 
than  to  call  forth  commendations  on  my  prudence. 
It  was  fettled,  that  I was  an  agent  of  the  Englifh 
minidry,  fent  purpofely  to  found  the  inclinations 
of  the  Colonids  towards  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  preparatory  to  an  invafion  of  the  country 
by  a Britifh  armament ; and  their  willies  and  incli- 
nations co-operating  with  this  idea,  gave  rife  to 
many  drange  applications  which  were  made  to  me; 
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fome  of  them  of  fo  ludicrous  a nature,  as  no  powers 
of  face  could  eafily  withftand. 

This  circumftance  is  not  recorded  from  the  vain 
ambition  of  fhewing  my  own  importance.  The 
reader  of  the  following  pages  will  difcover  its  appli- 
cation; and,  perhaps,  it  may  induce  him  to  make 
fome  allowance  for  that  confident  expectation  of 
lure  and  fpeedy  fuccefs,  which  afterwards  led  to 
attempts,  by  the  Britifh  arms,  againfi:  this  ill  fated 
country,  with  means  that  muff  otherwife  have 
been  thought  at  the  time, — as  in  the  fequel  they 
have  unhappily  proved, — altogether  inadequate  to 
the  object  in  view. 

The  ravages  of  the  rebellion,  during  the  time 
that  I remained  at  Cape  Francois,  extended  in  all 
directions.  The  wFole  of  the  plain  of  the  Cape, 
with  the  exception  of  one  plantation  which  ad- 
joined the  town,  was  in  ruins ; as  were  likewife  the 
Parifh  of  Limonade,  and  moff  of  the  fettlements 
in  the  mountains  adjacent.  The  Parifii  of  Limbe 
was  every  where  on  fire ; and  before  my  departure, 
the  rebels  had  obtained  poffefiion  of  the  bay  and 
forts  at  l’Acul,  as  well  as  the  diftricts  of  Fort 
Dauphin,  Dondon,  and  La  Grande  Riviere. 

Destruction  every  where  marked  their  pro- 
grefs,  and  refiflance  feemed  to  be  confidered  by  the 
whites,  not  only  as  unavailing  in  the  prefent  con- 
juncture, but  as  hopelefs  in  future.  To  fill  up 
the  meafure  of  their  calamities,  their  Spanifh 
neighbours  in  the  fame  ifland,  with  a fpirit  of 
bigotry  and  hatred  which  is,  I believe,  without  an 
example  in  the  world,  refufed  to  lend  any  afiiftance 

towards 
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towards  fupprefling  a revolt,  in  the  iffue  of  which 
common  reafon  fhould  have  informed  them,  that 
their  own  prefervation  was  implicated  equally  with 
that  of  the  French.  They  were  even  accufed  not 
only  of  fupplying  the  rebels  with  arms  and  provi- 
fions ; but  alfo  of  delivering  up  to  them  to  be  mur- 
dered, many  unhappy  French  planters  who  had 
fled  for  refuge  to  the  Spanifh  territories,  and  re- 
ceiving money  from  the  rebels  as  the  price  of  their 
blood.  Of  thefe  latter  charges,  however,  no  proof 
was,  I believe,  ever  produced ; and,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  human  nature,  I am  unwilling  to  believe 
that  they  are  true. 

To  myfelf,  the  cafe  appeared  altogether  defpe- 
rate  from  the  beginning ; and  many  of  the  mod 
refpeCtable  and  bed  informed  perfons  in  Cape 
Francois  (fome  of  them  in  high  dations)  allured 
me,  in  confidence,  that  they  concurred  in  this 
opinion.  The  merchants  and  importers  of  Euro- 
pean manufactures,  apprehending  every  hour  the 
dedruCtion  of  the  town,  as  much  from  incendia- 
ries within,  as  from  the  rebels  without,  offered  their 
goods  for  ready  money  at  half  the  ufual  prices ; 
and  applications  were  made  to  Captain  Affleck,  by 
perfons  of  all  defcriptions,  lor  permiffion  to  em- 
bark in  the  Blonde  for  Jamaica.  The  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  colonial  government  obliged  him  to 
rejedt  their  folicitations ; but  means  were  con-  , 
trived  to  fend  on  board  confignments  of  money 
to  a great  amount ; and  I know  that  other  con- 
veyances were  found,  by  which  effeCts  to  a conli- 

derablc 
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derable  value  were  exported  both  to  Jamaica,  and 
the  dates  of  North  America. 

Under  thefe  circumdances,  it  very  naturally 
occurred  to  me  to  diredl  my  enquiries  towards  the 
date  of  the  colony  previous  to  the  revolt,  and  col- 
led authentick  information  on  the  fpot,  concern- 
ing the  primary  caufe,  and  fubfequent  progrefs,  of 
the  widely  extended  ruin  before  me.  Strongly 
impreded  with  the  gloomy  idea,  that  the  only 
memorial  of  this  once  dourifhing  colony  would 
i'oon  be  found  in  the  records  of  hidory,  I was  de- 
firous  that  my  own  country  and  fellow-colonids,  in 
lamenting  its  catadrophe,  might  at  the  fame  time 
profit  by  fo  terrible  an  example.  My  means  of 
information  were  too  valuable  to  be  negleded,  and 
I determined  to  avail  myfelf  of  them.  The  go- 
vernor-general furnifhed  me  with  copies  of  all  the 
papers  and  details  of  office  that  I folicited,  with  a 
politenefs  that  augmented  the  favour.  The  fate 
of  this  unhappy  gentleman,  two  years  afterwards, 
gave  me  infinite  concern.  Like  his  royal  mailer,  he 
was  unfortunately  called  to  a dation  to  which  his 
abilities  were  not  competent  ; and  in  times  when 
perhaps  no  abilities  would  have  availed  him. 

The  Prefident  of  the  colonial  adembly,  at  the 
time  of  my  arrival,  was  M.  de  Caducfh,  who  fome 
time  afterwards  took  up  his  refidence,  and  held  an 
important  office,  in  Jamaica.  He  was  a man  of  very 
didinguifhed  talents,  and  withal  drongly  and  fin- 
cerely  attached  to  the  Britifli  government,  of  which, 
if  it  were  proper,  I could  furnidi  unquedionable 
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proof*.  This  gentleman  drew  up,  at  my  requell, 
a fhort  account  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  re- 
bellion ; and  after  my  return  to  England,  favoured 
me  with  his  correfpondence.  Many  important  fadts, 
which  are  given  in  this  work,  are  given  on  his  au- 
thority. 

To  M.  Delaire,  a very  confiderable  and  refpedt- 
able  merchant  in  the  town  of  the  Cape,  who  has  fince 
removed  to  the  (late  of  South  Carolina,  I was  in- 
debted for  a fimilar  narrative,  drawn  up  by  himfelf 
in  the  Englifh  language,  of  which  he  is  a very  com- 
petent mailer.  It  is  brief,  but  much  to  the  pur- 
pofe ; difplays  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  con- 
cerns of  the  colony,  and  traces,  with  great  acutenefs, 
its  difafters  to  their  fource. 

But  the  friend  from  whole  fuperior  knowledge  I 
have  derived  my  chief  information  in  all  refpedls,  is 
the  gentleman  alluded  to  in  the  marginal  note  to 
p.  1 20  of  the  following  fheets ; and  I lincerely  re- 
gret, that  ill  fortune  has  fo  purfued  him  as  to  render 
it  improper  in  this  work  to  exprefs  to  him,  by  mme> 
the  obligations  I owe  to  his  kindnefs.  After  a nar- 
row efcape  from  the  vengeance  of  thofe  mercilefs 
men,  Santhonax  and  Polverel,  he  was  induced  to  re- 
turn to  St.  Domingo,  to  look  after  his  property ; and, 
I grieve  to  fay,  that  he  is  again  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  his  enemies.  He  found  means,  however,  pre- 
vious to  his  prefent  confinement,  to  convey  to  me 
many  valuable  papers;  and,  among  others,  a copy 

* He  afterwards  accompanied  General  Williamfon  back  to  St. 
Domingo,  and  was  killed  (or,  as  I have  heard,  bafely  murdered) 
in  a duel  at  Port  an  Prince,  by  one  of  his  countrymen. 
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of  that  mod;  curious  and  important  document,  the 
dying  depofition  or  teflament.  of  Oge,  mentioned  in 
the  fourth  chapter,  and  printed  at  large  among  the  ad- 
ditional notes  and  illuftrations  at  the  end  of  my  work. 
Of  this  paper  (the  communication  of  which,  in  proper 
time,  would  have  prevented  the  dreadful  fcenes  that 
followed)  although  I had  frequently  heard,  I had 
long  doubted  the  exiftence.  Its  fuppreffion  by  the 
perfons  to  whom  it  was  delivered  by  the  wretched 
fufferer,  appeared  to  be  an  ad  of  luch  monftrous 
and  unexampled  wickednefs,  that,  until  I law  the 
paper  itfelf,  I could  not  credit  the  charge.  Whether 
M.  Blanchelande  was  a party  concerned  in  this  atro- 
cious proceeding,  as  my  friend  afferts,  I know  not. 
If  he  was  guilty,  he  has  juftly  paid  the  forfeit  of  his 
crime  ; and  although,  believing  him  innocent,  I 
mourned  over  his  untimely  fate,  I fcruple  not  to  avow 
my  opinion,  that  if  he  had  pofleffed  a thoufand  lives, 
the  lofs  of  them  all  had  not  been  a fufficient  atone- 
ment, in  fo  enormous  a cafe,  to  violated  juftice  ! 

Such  were  the  motives  that  induced  me  to  under- 
take this  Hiftorical  Survey  of  the  French  part  of  St. 
Domingo,  and  fuch  are  the  authorities  from  whence 
I have  derived  my  information  concerning  thofe  ca- 
lamitous events  which  have  brought  it  to  ruin.  Yet  I 
will  frankly  confefs,  that,  if  I have  any  credit  with 
the  publick  as  an  author,  I am  not  fure  this  work 
will  add  to  my  reputation.  Every  writer  muff  rife 
or  fmk,  in  fome  degree,  with  the  nature  of  his  fub- 
jed ; and  on  this  occalion,  the  pidure  which  I 
fhall  exhibit,  has  nothing  in  it  to  delight  the  fancy, 
or  to  gladden  the  heart.  The  profpeds  before  us 
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are  all  dark  and  difmal.  Here  is  no  room  for 
tracing  the  beauties  of  unfullied  nature.  Thofe 
groves  of  perennial  verdure ; thofe  magnificent  and 
romantick  landfcapes,  which,  in  tropical  regions, 
every  where  invite  the  eye,  and  oftentimes  detain  it, 
until  wonder  is  exalted  to  devotion,  muft  now  give 
place  to  the  miferies  of  war,  and  the  horrors  of 
peftilence ; to  fcenes  of  anarchy,  defolation,  and 
carnage.  We  have  to  contemplate  the  human 
mind  in  its  utmoit  deformity  : to  behold  favage 
man,  let  loofe  from  reftraint,  exercifing  cruelties,  of 
which  the  bare  recital  makes  the  heart  recoil,  and 
committing  crimes  which  are  hitherto  unheard  of 
in  hiftory ; teeming 

all  rr.onftrous,  all  prodigious  things, 

Abominable,  unutterable,  and  worfe 

Than  fables  yet  have  feign’d,  or  fear  conceiv’d  ! 

Milton. 

All  therefore  that  I can  hope  and  expedt  is,  that 
my  narrative,  if  it  cannot  delight,  may  at  lead  in- 
fir uEi.  On  the  fober  and  conliderate,  on  thofe 

who  are  open  to  convidtion,  this  affemblage  of 
horrors  will  have  its  effedt.  It  will  expofe  the  la- 
mentable ignorance  of  fome,  and  the  monflrous 
wickednefs  of  others,  among  the  reformers  of  the 
prefent  day,  who,  urging  onwards  fchemes  of  per- 
fedtion,  and  projedts  of  amendment  in  the  con- 
dition of  human  life,  fafter  than  nature  allows,  are 
lighting  up  a confirming  fire  between  the  different 
claffes  of  mankind,  which  nothing  but  human 
blood  can  extinguifh.  To  tell  fuch  men  that  great 
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and  beneficial  modifications  in  the  eftablifhed  or- 
ders of  fociety,  can  only  be  effeded  by  a pro- 
gressive improvement  in  the  fituation  of  the  lower 
ranks  of  the  people,  is  to  preach  to  the  winds. 
In  their  hands  reformation,  with  a fcythe  more 
deflrudive  than  that  of  time,  mows  down  every 
thing,  and  plants  nothing.  Moderation  and  cau- 
tion they  confider  as  rank  cowardice.  Force  and 
violence  are  the  ready,  and,  in  their  opinion,  the 
only  proper  application  for  the  cure  of  early  and 
habitual  prejudice.  Their  pradice,  like  that  of 
other  mountebanks,  is  bold  and  compendious ; 
their  motto  is,  cure  or  kill. 

These  refledions  naturally  arife  from  the  cir- 
cumftance  which  is  incontrovertibly  proved  in  the 
following  pages,  namely,  that  the  rebellion  of  the 
negroes  in  St.  Domingo,  and  the  infurredion  of 
the  mulattoes,  to  whom  Qge  was  fent  as  am- 
baffador,  had  one  and  the  fame  origin.  It  was 
not  the  ftrong  and  irrefiidible  impulfe  of  human 
nature,  groaning  under  oppreffion,  that  excited 
either  ot  thole  claffes  to  plunge  their  daggers  into 
the  bofoms  of  unoffending  women  and  helplefs  in- 
fants. They  were  driven  into  thofe  exceiies — • 
reludantly  driven — by  the  vile  machinations  of 
men  calling  themfelves  philofophers  (the  profelytes 
and  imitators  in  France,  of  the  Old  Jewry  affociates 
in  London)  whofe  pretences  to  philanthropy  wTere 
as  grofs  a mockery  of  human  reafon,  as  their  con- 
dud  was  an  outrage  on  all  the  feelings  of  our  na- 
ture, and  the  ties  which  hold  fociety  together  ! 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  negro-rebellions  have 
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heretofore  arifen  in  this  and  other  iflands  of  the 
Weft  Indies,  to  which  no  fuch  exciting  cauies  con- 
tributed : — but  it  is  equally  certain,  that  thofe  re- 
bellions always  originated  among  the  newly-im- 
ported negroes  only  ; many  ot  whom  had  probably 
lived  in  a ftate  of  freedom  in  Africa,  and  had  been 
fraudulently,  or  forcibly,  fold  into  flavery  by  their 
chiefs.  That  cales  of  this  kind  do  fometimes  oc- 
cur in  the  Have  trade,  I dare  not  difpute,  and  I 
•admit  that  revolt  and  infurredtion  are  their  natural 
coniequences. 

But,  in  St.  Domingo,  a very  confiderable  part 
of  the  inlurgents  were — not  Africans,  but — Creoles, 
or  natives.  Some  of  the  leaders  were  favoured  do- 
meflicks  among  the  white  inhabitants,  born  and 
brought  up  in  their  families.  A few  of  them  had 
even  received  thofe  advantages,  the  perverfion  of 
which,  under  their  philofophical  preceptors,  ferved 
only  to  render  them  pre-eminent  in  mifehief ■,  for 
having  been  taught  to  read,  they  were  led  to  im- 
bibe, and  enabled  to  promulgate,  thole  principles 
and  dodtrines  which  led,  and  always  will  lead,  to  the 
fubverfion  of  all  government  and  order. 

Let  me  not  be  underftood,  however,  as  affirm- 
ing that  nothing  is  to  be  attributed  on  this  occa- 
sion to  the  flave-trade.  I fcorn  to  have  recourfe  to 
concealment  or  falHiood.  Unqueftionably,  the 
vaft  annual  importations  of  enflaved  Africans  into 
St.  Domingo,  for  many  years  previous  to  1791, 
had  created  a black  population  in  the  French  part 
of  that  iHand,  which  was,  beyond  all  mealure,  dii- 
proportionate  to  the  white  ; — the  relative  numbers 
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of  the  two  claffes  being  as  fix  teen  to  one.  Of 
this  circumftance  the  leaders  of  the  rebels  could 
not  be  unobfervant,  and  they  doubtlefs  derived  en- 
couragement and  confidence  from  it.  Here  too, 
I admit,  is  a warning  and  an  admonition  to  our- 
felves.  The  inference  has  not  efcaped  me  : — it 
conftitutes  my  parting  words  with  the  reader,  and 
X hope  they  are  not  urged  in  vain. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  motives  which 
induced  me  to  write  the  following  narrative  ; the 
fources  from  whence  my  materials  are  derived,  and 
the  purpofes  which  I hope  will  be  anfwered  by  the 
publication  ; nothing  farther  remains  but  to  fubmit 
the  work  itfelf  to  the  judgment  of  my  readers* 
which  I do  with  a refpedtful  folicitudc. 
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In  ■presenting  the  prefent  edition  of  the  Hiflorical 
Survey  of  St.  Domingo  to  the  Publick,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  me  to  acknowledge , that  the  many  important 
corr e Elions  and  improvements  it  has  received  in  thofe 
chapters  which  relate  to  the  confiitution  and  political 
fate  of  the  French  colony , under  the  ancient  fy fern,  are 
chief y derived  from  the  very  intelligent  and  inter efing 
work  of  M.  Laborie,  entitled , The  Coffee  Planter 
of  St.  Domingo. 

On  this  occafon  alfo  I hope  I may  be  allowed , as 
well  in  jufice  to  myfelf , as  from  a fenfe  of  gratitude 
and  refpeB  toivards  the  memory  of  my  lamented  friend. 
Sir  Adam  Williamson,  to  boafl  that  1 had  the 
honor  and  advantage  of  his  affiance  in  that  part  of  my 
work  which  details  the  proceedings  and  operations  of 
the  Britifi  army  in  this  ill-fated  country  \ moft  of  the 
feels  having  been  rev  fed  by  him,  as  they  came  from  the 
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prefs,  and  corrected  by  his  own  pen  in  many  places. 
Motives  of  prudence  and  delicacy  ( which  no  longer  ex- 
ijl)  induced  me  to  flippy efs  this  acknowledgement  in  the 
lifetime  of  my  friend.  Home  errors  and  omiffons  which 
(perhaps  unavoidably)  efcaped  his  notice , have  fine  e been 
correlated  and  fupplied  by  a Briti/h  officer  of  noble  birth , 
and  confiderable  rank  in  the  army , who  J'erved  on  the 
fpot ; and  whofe  name,  if  I were  permitted  to  difclofe  it, 
would  ftamp  indifputable  authority  on  the  communica- 
tions he  has  kindly  furnified.  That  many  miftakes  and 

overfights  however  fill  remain,  I am  too  conj. 'cions  of  my 
ozvn  infufjiciency  to  doubt  ■,  nor  in  truth  could  the  great efi 
precaution  on  my  part  have  enabled  me,  at  all  times, 
to  guard  againf  mifreprefentation  from  fome  of  the  various 
perfons  whom  the  neceffty  of  the  cafe  compelled  me  to 
confult.  Thus , in  giving  an  account  of  the  French  colo- 

nifts ; — their  difpoftiou  towards  the  Engl  if i , and  their 
conduct  tozvards  each  other ; — to  zvhom  could  I look  for 
authentick  information , but  to  fome  of  th  emj elves  ? Ex- 
perience however  has  convinced  me,  that  no  great  de- 
pendence can  be  placed  on  the  charges  and  accufations 
which  men  raife  againf  their  fellozv- citizens  in  times  of 
civil  commotion,  and  amidfi  the  tumult  of  conflicting 
pafions.  A remarkable  infiance  of  the  truth  of  this  ob- 
fervation  occurs  in  the  cafe  of  a very  refpedable  Gentle- 
man, formerly  an  inhabitant  of  Cape  Francois  : l mean 
M.  Augustus  de  Grasse,  (Jon  of  the  late  gallant 
Admiral  Count  de  Grasse ) to  zvhom  I nozv  think 
myfelf  bound  in  honour  to  make  a publick  reparation. 
In  a paper  formerly  tranfmitted  to  me  from  St.  Domin- 
go, and  annexed  to  the  Zth  chapter  of  my  zvork,  entitled, 
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Advertife-  Notes  fur  l’Evenement  du  Cap,  this  gentleman  was 
(“)  unjujlly  charged  with  having  been  prefent  at  the  de- 
1 flruclion  of  that  town  by  the  rebel  negroes , aiding, 
abetting , and  co-operating  with  their  chiefs.  I am 
now  convinced  that  this  atrocious  charge  is  altogether 
groundlefs , and  I cannot  fufficicntly  exprefs  the  concern 
I feel  on  reflecting,  that  I was  made  the  inflnment  of 
conveying  it  to  the  prefs. — I have  therefore , in  this 
edition , not  only  reprinted  the  fheet , and  omitted  the 
calumny , but  1 infert  in  this  place,  with  great  fatis- 
fa  Cion,  the  following  certificate , which  M.  de  Grasse 
has  tranfmitted  to  me,  in  a very  polite  letter,  from 
South  Carolina , dated  the  22 d of  October  1799. 

“ NOUS  fouffignes,  habitans  de  laville  du  Cap  et 
de  les  dependences,  prefent  au  pillage,  au  maffacre 
et  a l’incendie  de  cette  ville,  les  19,  20,  21  Juin 
1793,  et  jours  fuivants,  certifions  et  atteftons, 
four  la  foy  du  ferment,  et  pour  rendre  homage  a la 
verite,  Que  M.  Alexandre  Francois  Augufte  De 
Grafle,  habitant  de  la  dependance  du  Port  de  Paix, 
departement  du  Cap,  iile  St.  Domingue,  fils  du 
feu  Comte  de  Graffe,  &c.  &c.  etoit  dans  la  ville 
du  Cap  avant  et  pendant  le  pillage,  le  maffacre  et 
l’incendie  de  cette  ville,  en  qualite  d’adjudant  ge- 
neral de  l’armee  des  blancs  en  aftivitecontre  les  noirs 
infurges ; qu’apres  ce  funefte  evenement  il  fut  per- 
iecute  par  les  commiffaires  civiles,  et  mis  par  leurs 
ordres  aux  arrets,  au  haut  du  Cap,  fous  la  garde 
des  negres  armes,  comme  foupconne  d’avoir  agi 
contre  eux  avec  le  General  Galbaud,  mais,  qu’  apres 
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s’etre  juftifie,  il  fut  reintegre  dans  ies  functions,  et  Advcrtife- 
charge  immediatement  du  commandement  des  ca-  (,%oo) 
femes ; ou  il  a protege  avec  les  troupes  blanches,  qui 
y etaient  fous  fes  ordres,  les  hommes,  femmes  et 
enfans,  echappes  au  fer  et  aux  flames,  qui  s’y 
etaient  refugies,  Et  qu’  enfin,  force,  comme  une 
partie  des  fouflignes,  a fuir  les  dangers  qui  mena- 
£aient  encore  les  trifles  debris  de  la  population 
blanche,  il  s’eft  embarque  avec  fa  femme,  un  en- 
fant et  quelques  uns  des  louffignes,  le  28  Juillet 
1793,  fur  le  brig  le  Thomas  de  Boflon,  deftine 
pour  Charlefton,  Caroline  du  Sud,  ou  il  ell  arrive  et 
refide  depuis  le  14  Aout  1793,  apres  avoir  ete,  ainfi 
qu’  environ  130  malheureux  fugitifs,  barbarement 
pi  lies  par  le  coriaire  Anglais  La  Sufanna  de  Naffau, 

Cap.  Tucker,  (qui  n’auroit  pas  du  les  conliderer  ni 
les  traiter  comme  des  ennemis,  etans  d’ailleurs  fur 
un  batiment  neutre,  qui  ne  contenoit  uniquement 
que  des  pafiagers  et  leurs  effets,)  non  feulement  des 
ncgres  domelliques  qui  les  avaient  volontairement 
fuivis,  mais  encore  du  peu  d’argent,  de  bijoux  et 
de  velelle  d’argent  qu’ils  avaient  fauves  du  pillage 
par  le  lecours  de  ces  memes  domefliques,  (ce  fe- 
cond  pillage  eut  tien  a la  Grande  Inague  des  Ifles 
Caiques,  ou  le  corfaire  Anglais  retint  notre  vaiffeau 
deux  jours,  pour  completter  cct  exploit).  Certifions 
ft  at te lions  pareillement,  que  M.  De  Gralfe  arrive  a 
St.  Domingue  avant  la  revolution,  n’a  jamais  celfe, 
du  moment  que  fes  effets  fe  font  manifefles  dans 
cette  infortunee  colonnie  jufqu  a celui  de  fon  de- 
part, d'etre  uni  authentiquement  avec  les  habitans 
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blancs  et  en  qualite  de  chef,  elu  par  eux  metrics* 
foit  au  Port  de  Paix  foit  au  Cap,  pour  repouffer  les 
dangers  aux  quels  leurs  vies  et  leurs  proprietes  etoi- 
ent  journellement  expoles  par  les  noirs  infurges* 
et  enfin,  qu’aucunes  circonftances,  pendant  le  cours 
des  funeftes  evenemens  de  St.  Domingue,  n’ont 
jamais  donne  lieu  a former  contre  lui  la  moindre 
fufpiqion  contraire  aux  interets  et  a la  furete  indi- 
viduellede  la  population  blanche  de  St.  Domingue. 

En  foy  de  quoi  nous  avons  fignes,  a Charleftona 
Caroline  du  Sud,  Le  25  Odtobre  1799. 

(Signed  by  twenty  refpedtable  perfons.) 

Having  thus  made  all  the  reparation  in  my  power  to 
this  injured  gentleman , I have  farther  to  remark , in 
jitjlice  to  myfelf,  that  my  ohfervations  concerning  the 
indifpofition  of  the  planters  of  St.  Domingo  towards 
the  Englifh , on  the  arrival  of  the  firfi  armament , ap- 
pear, from  a converfation  I have  had  zvith  fome  of 
them,  to  have  been  greatly  mifunderjlood.  Surely  it 
1 eft e Sis  no  difionour  on  fitch  of  thofe  gentlemen  as  had 
no  concern  in,  or  knowledge  of,  the  invitation  made  to 
General  IVilliamfon,  to  fay  that  they  zvere  not , in  the 
firf  infiance , very  cordially  difpofed  tozvards  their  in- 
vaders —efpe dally  too , as  thofe  invaders  came  with  a 
force  by  no  means  fiifficient  to  give  them  certain  and 
permanent  protection.  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
fentiments  of  certain  individuals  among  them  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  hozv ftrongly  foever  the  inhabitants  of  Cape 
Francois  had,  two  years  before , in  a moment  of  ini- 
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tation,  expreffed  a wifi  for  a Britifh  invafion , it  feems  Ad^rnt‘fe' 
to  me  that  the  chief  planters  throughout  the  colony  zvere  (1S00.) 
altogether  unacquainted  with  the  Englifi , and  enter- 
tain  no  very  favour  able  opinion  of  their  lazvs,  govern- 
ment, or  manners.  What  then  zvas  their  fituation  on 
the  firfl  arrival  of  the  Britifh  troops  ? af  ailed,  on  the 
one  hand,  by  a de [per  ate  and  unprincipled  fa  Won  of 
republicans  and  anarchifs,  whofe  principles  they  ab- 
horred, and,  on  the  other,  called  upon  to  co-operate 
zvith  an  infgnificant  foreign  armament,  zvhich  came, 
on  the  invitation  of  a few  olfcure  Frenchmen, — not 
to  ref  ore  the  country  to  the  loyal  inhabitants,  but  dif- 
tinElly  and  avowedly  to  conquer  and  annex  it  to  the 
Britifh  dominion  ! In  this  dilemma,  the  majority  of  the 
planters  aEled  as  confcientious  men  might  be  expelled 
to  aEt.  A great  many  of  them  left  the  country,  and 
went  into  honourable  poverty  and  exile  in  a d if  ant 
land.  Others 3 who  zvere  unable  to  follow  their  ex- 

ample, remained  in  filent  obfcurity , in  different  parts 
of  the  If  and,  waiting  patiently  (and  I grieve  to  fay , 
without  ejfeEl ) for  better  times.  If  all  this  be  duly 
f onfidered , I trufi  I fiall  be  no  longer  told,  that  I 
have  calumniated  the  French  planters,  merely  becaufe, 
as  an  impartial  hiforian,  I have  reprefented  them  to 
have  aEled,  as  any  other  body  of  men,  attached  to 
their  country,  and  faiihful  to  their  allegiance , zvould 
probably  have  aEled , infimilar  civ  cum  ft antes. 


London,  1800. 
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CHAP,  I. 

Political  State  of  St.  DOMINGO  previous  to  the 
Year  1 7 S 9. 

THE  inhabitants  of  the  French  part  of  St. 

Domingo,  as  of  all  the  Weft  Indian  Hands, 
werecompofedof  three  great  claffes;  1 ft,  pure  whites. 
2d,  people  of  colour,  and  blacks  of  tree  condition. 
3d,  negroes  in  a ftate  of  flavery.  The  reader  is 
apprifed  that  the  clafs  which,  by  a ftrange  abufe 
of  language,  is  called  people  of  colour , originates 
from  an  intermixture  of  the  whites  and  the  blacks. 
The  genuine  offspring  of  a pure  white  with  a negro 
is  called  a mulatto;  but  there  are  various  cafts, 
produced  by  fubfequent  connections,  fome  of  which 
draw  near  to  the  whites,  until  all  vifible  diftinc- 
tion  between  them  is  loft ; whilft  others  fall  retro- 
grade to  the  blacks.  All  thefe  were  known  in  St. 
Domingo  by  the  term  fang-melees , or  gens  de  cou- 
leur  (in  familiar  converfation  they  are  collectively 
called  mulattoes ) and  it  muft  be  attributed,  I pre- 
fume, to  the  greater  difcountenance  which  the 
married  ftate  receives  from  the  national  manners, 
that  in  all  the  French  Hands  thefe  people  abound 
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in  far  greater  proportion  to  the  whites  than  in  thofe 
of  Great  Britain.  In  Jamaica,  the  whites  out- 
number the  people  of  colour  as  three  to  one.  In 
St.  Domingo,  the  whites  were  eflimated  at  30,000, 
the  mulattoes  at  24,000  ; of  whom  4,700  were 
men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  accordingly,  as  a 
diftindt  people,  adtuated  by  an  efprit  de  corps,  they 
were  very  formidable.  Of  the  policy  which  it  was 
thought  neceffary  in  St.  Domingo  to  maintain  to- 
wards this  unfortunate  race,  I fhall  prefently  treat ; 
but  it  feems  proper,  in  the  firft  place,  to  give 
fome  account  of  the  fubordination  in  which,  before 
the  revolution  of  1789,  the  parent  flate  thought 
fit  to  hold  the  colony  at  large. 

The  laws  of  the  mother  country,  as  far  as  they 
Were  applicable,  (as  well  the  unwritten  law,  or  cujloms 
of  Paris , as  the  general  laws  of  the  king),  were 
laws  of  St.  Domingo.  Thefe  had  been  introduced 
without  formal  promulgation,  being  fuppofed  to 
attach  to  all  the  iubjedts  of  France,  whether  abroad 
or  at  home;  and  the  king  iflued,  from  time  to 
time,  colonial  edidls,  which  were  received  with 
entire  fubmiflion.  Even  mandatory  letters  written 
by  the  minifter,  in  the  king’s  name,  were  conli- 
dered  and  obeyed  as  laws  in  the  colony. 

The  government  was  exercifed  by  a Governor 
General,  and  an  officer  called  Intendant,  both  of 
whom  were  nominated  by  the  crown,  on  the  re- 
commendation of  the  miniiler  of  the  marine,  arid 
generally  confidered  as  eftablifhed  in  their  refpec- 
tive  offices  for  three  years.  Their  powers,  in  fome 
cafes,  were  adminifiered  jointly ; in  others,  they 
2 poffefled 
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poflefled  feparate  and  diftindt  authority,  which 
each  of  them  exercifed  without  the  concurrence 
or  participation  of  the  other. 

In  their  joint  adminiftration  they  were  empow- 
ered to  enadt  fuch  regulations  as  the  exifting  ex- 
igencies of  the  country  required ; and  their  provi- 
fional  decrees  had  the  force  of  laws,  until  revoked 
by  the  king.  The  grants  of  unclaimed  lands  and 
rivers ; the  eredtion  of  publick  works  and  build- 
ings ; the  opening  publick  roads  and  repairing 
bridges ; the  regulation  and  police  of  the  feveral 
ports  of  {hipping;  the  provifional  appointment  of 
the  members  of  the  fuperior  councils  or  courts 
of  juftice  in  cafes  of  vacancy,  and  the  abfolute 
nomination  of  the  fubordinate  officers  of  thofe 
courts,  were  concerns  of  joint  authority.  With 
the  confent  of  the  king’s  attorney,  the  governor 
and  intendant  had  power  to  flay  execution  in 
cafes  of  capital  convidtion,  until  the  king’s  plea- 
fure  fhould  be  known ; and  they  were  commif- 
fioned  to  try  and  condemn  to  capital  puniilrment 
defrauders  of  the  publick  revenue,  calling  to  their 
afliftance  five  judges  of  the  fuperior  councils. 
The  government  of  the  clergy,  the  regulation  of 
church  ellablifhments,  and  the  eredtion  of  parifhes, 
fell  likewife  under  their  joint  cognizance  ; and  they 
were  empowered,  in  times  of  publick  neceffity  (of 
which  they  were  the  judges)  to-  fufpend,  in  cer- 
tain refpedts,  the  laws  of  navigation,  by  admitting 
importations  of  flour  and  bread,  and  allowing  the 
exportation  of  colonial  produce  in  foreign  veflels. 
Againft  abufes  in  the  exercife  of  thefe  various 
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chap,  powers  the  people  had  no  certain  protection.  For- 
i.  tunately,  it  was  rare  that  the  governor  and  in- 
tendant  agreed  in  opinion  on  the  exercife  of  their 
joint  authority,  which  therefore  became  neceflarily 
relaxed  ; and  the  inhabitants  derived  fome  degree 
of  fecurity  from  the  difputes  and  diftenfions  of  the 
contending  parties.  In  all  fuch  cafes,  however, 
the  greateft  weight  of  authority  and  right  of  decid- 
ing devolved  on  the  governor.  He  was,  in  truth, 
an  abfolute  prince,  whofe  will,  generally  fpeaking, 
conftituted  law.  He  was  authorized  to  imprifon 
any  perfon  in  the  colony,  for  caufes  of  which 
he  alone  was  the  judge;  and  having  at  the  fame 
time  the  fupreme  command  of  both  the  naval  and 
military  force,  he  had  the  means  of  exercifing  this 
power  whenever  he  thought  proper.  On  the  other 
hand,  no  arrefl,  by  any  other  authority,  was  valid 
without  the  governor’s  approbation.  Thus  he  had 
power  to  ftop  the  courfe  of  juftice,  and  to  hold 
the  courts  of  civil  and  criminal  jurildiCtion  in  a 
flavifh  dependance  on  himfelf. 

The  peculiar  province  of  the  intendant,  befides 
that  of  regulating  the  publick  revenues  or  finances 
of  the  colony,  was  the  adminiftration  of  juftice. 
His  powers  and  functions  were  exprefled  in  his 
title,  Intendant  of  juftice,  police , finance , war , and 
navy.  The  collectors  and  receivers  of  all  duties 
and  taxes  were  fubjeCt  to  his  infpeCtion  and  con- 
troul.  He  pafled  or  rejected  their  accounts,  and 
made  them  fuch  allowances  as  he  alone  thought 
proper.  The  application  of  all  the  publick  monies 
in  expenditures  of  all  kinds  for  the  army,  the  navy, 

fortifications. 
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fortifications,  and  publick  hofpitals,  refted  entirely  c h a p- 
with  the  intendant ; — a province  which  created  r. 
fuch  temptation  to  himfelf  as  no  virtue  could  re-  ^ ' V 
lift,  and  furni filed  fuch  means  of  corruption,  as 
overcame  all  oppofition  from  others. 

The  taxes  and  duties  were  laid  and  modified,  as 
occafion  required,  by  a court  compofed  of  the 
governor-general,  the  intendant,  the  prefidents  of 
the  provincial  councils,  the  attorney-general,  the 
commiflioner  of  the  navy  ( ordonnateur ) and  the 
feveral  commandants  of  the  militia.  This  court 
was  dignified  by  the  title  of  the  Colonial  AjJ'embly , 
although  the  colonifts  had  not  a fingle  delegate  in 
it.  It  ought  not  however  to  be  fupprefied  that  the 
taxes,  were  on  the  whole,  very  moderate.  The  to- 
tal expenditure,  comprehending  all  the  contingen- 
cies of  the  colonial  government,  feldom  exceeded 
£.  50,000  fterling  per  annum  ( a ), 

For 

(a)  The  colonial  taxes  were  called  Oftroi,  and  confifted 
principally  of  duties  on  the  exportation  of  the  chief  articles  of 
produce.  The  lateft  afleflment  previous  to  the  revolution  was 
made  in  1776.  There  was,  befides  thofe  duties,  a direCt  tax  of  2§ 
per  cent,  on  the  rents  of  houfes  in  the  towns,  and  a poll-tax  of 
three  dollars  on  Have  fervants  or  artificers  belonging  to  elfatesor 
manufactures,  the  products  of  which  were  not  exportable,  as 
provifion  plantations,  lime  and  brick  kilns,  &c.  This  fyf- 
tem  of  taxing  their  exported  produce  is  juitified  by  Monk  La- 
borie  on  the  following  ground  : “ The  difference  of  foil  in  St. 

Domingo”  (he  obferves)  ‘‘  is  fuch,  that  a plantation  of  double 
“ the  extent  of  land,  and  with  twice  the  number  of  negroes 
“ and  cattle,  and  managed  with  equal  (kill,  fliall  often  yield 
“ much  lefs  than  another  with  half  the  fame  advantages : a 
“ tax  therefore  on  the  produce,  is  more  equal  and  proportio- 
" nate  than  either  a land-tax  or  a poll-tax  upon  the  negroes.’3 

B 3 Exterior 


HISTORICAL  SURVEY  OF 


For  the  better  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and 
the  eafier  colle&ion  of  the  revenues,  the  colony 
was  divided  into. three  provinces  (which  were  dif- 
tinguifhed,  from  their  relative  fituation,  by  the 
names  of  the  Northern,  the  Weftern,  and  Southern), 
and  fubdivided  into  ten  diftricfts.  In  each  of 
thofe  provinces  refided  a deputy  governor,  or 
commander  en  fecond , and  in  each  diftricft  was  efta- 
blifhed  a fubordinate  court  of  juftice,  for  the  trial 
of  caufes  both  civil  and  criminal.  Appeals  however 
were  allowed  to  the  fuperior  councils ; of  which 
there  were  two ; one  at  Cape  Francois  for  the 
Northern  province,  the  other  at  Port  an  Prince  for 
the  Weftern  and  Southern.  They  were  compofed 
of  the  governor-general,  the  intendant,  the  deputy 
governors,  the  king’s  lieutenants  (b),  a prelident, 
and  twelve  counfellors,  four  aJJeJJ'eurs , or  afliftant 
judges,  together  with  the  attorney  general  and 
regifter.  In  thefe  councils,  or  courts  of  fupreme 


Exterior  expences,  fuch  as  the  navy,  and  extraordinaries  of  all 
kinds,  were  paid  by  the  crown  out  of  the  duties  which  were 
levied  on  the  produce  of  the  colony  imported  into  the  mother 
country. 

(b)  Thefe  kino’s  lieutenants  were  military  officers  redding 
in  the  feveral  towns,  commonly  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 
There  were  alfo  in  each  town  majors  and  aides-viajor.  All 
thefe  officers  were  wholly  independent  of  the  civil  power,  and 
owned  no  fuperior  but  the  governor-general,  who  could  dif- 
mifs  them  at  pleafure.  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve  too  that  the 
counfellors  held  their  feats  by  a very  uncertain  tenure.  One  of 
the  governors  (the  Prince  de  Rohan)  fent  the  whole  number 
fiate  prifoners  to  France.  They  were  feized  on  their  feats  of 
juftice,  and  put  on  board  a Ihip  in  irons,  and  in  that  condition 
conveyed  to  Paris,  and  Ihut  up  for  a long  time  in  the  Baftile, 
without  trial  or  hearing. 
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jurifdiCtion,  as  in  the  parliaments  of  France,  the 
king’s  edicts,  and  thole  of  the  governor  and  in- 
tendant,  were  regiftered.  Seven  members  confti- 
tuted  a quorum,  but  an  appeal  lay  to  the  king 
in  the  laft  refort. 

In  molt  of  the  towns  was  a municipal  efta- 
blilhment  called  officers  of  the  police ; confifting  of 
infpeCtors,  exempts,  brigadiers,  and  ferjeants.  They 
were  authorized  to  proceed  fummarily  in  quell- 
ing of  riots ; to  arreft  perfons  guilty  of  aflault 
and  battery,  and  thieves  taken  with  mainour.  They 
were  appointed  by  the  courts  ofjuftice,  and  were 
diftinguifhed  by  a badge. 

Another  corps  of  nearly  the  fame  defcription, 
but  of  more  extenfive  ufe,  and  of  a more  mili- 
tary character,  was  called  the  marechanffiee . It  was 
partly  compofed  of  cavalry;  and  its  functions  were 
to  watch  over  the  general  tranquillity  ; to  pro- 
tect travellers  on  the  publick  highways ; to  arreft 
negroes  wandering  without  paffports,  and  ma- 
lefactors of,  all  defcriptions ; to  enforce  the  prompt 
execution  of  civil  and  criminal  procefs,  and  laftly, 
to  affift  in  the  collection  of  the  publick  taxes. 

The  number  of  the  king’s  troops  on  the  colonial 
eftablifhment  was  commonly  from  2 to  3,000  men, 
compofing  two  regiments  of  foot,  and  a brigade  of 
artillery  recruited  from  France;  and  each  of  the 
51  parifhes  into  which  the  colony  was  divided  railed 
one  or  more  companies  of  white  militia,  a company 
of  mulattoes,  and  a company  of  free  blacks.  The 
whole  number  was  reckoned  between  feven  and 
eight  thoufand.  The  officers,  both  of  the  regular 
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chap,  troops  and  the  militia,  were  commiflioned  provifion- 
i*  ally  by  the  governor-general,  fubject  to  the  king’s 
' approbation ; but  the  militia  received  no  pay  of 
any  kind. 

From  this  recapitulation,  it  is  evident  that  the 
peace  and  happinefs  of  the  people  of  St.  Domingo 
depended  very  much  on  the  perfonal  qualities  and 
native  difpofition  of  the  governor- general,  who  was 
commonly  fele&ed  from  the  navy  or  army.  At 
the  fame  time  it  muft  be  honetlly  admitted,  that 
the  liberality  and  mildnefs,  which  of  late  years  have 
dignified  and  foftened  the  military  character  among 
all  the  nations  of  Europe,  had  a powerful  influence 
in  the  adminiftration  of  the  government  in  the 
French  colonies.  It  muft  be  allowed  alfo,  that 
the  inanifeft  importance  to  which,  as  mankind  be- 
come divefted  of  ancient  prejudices,  the  commer- 
cial part  of  the  community,  even  among  the 
French,  has  imperceptibly  rifen,  infured  to  the 
wealthy  and  opulent  planters  a degree  of  refpedt 
from  perfons  in  power,  which,  in  former  times,  at- 
tached only  to  noble  birth  and  powerful  connec- 
tions; while  the  lower  orders  among  the  whites  de- 
rived the  fame  advantage  from  that  unconquerable 
diftinftion  which  nature  herfelf  has  legibly  drawn 
between  the  white  and  black  inhabitants;  and  from 
their  vifible  importance,  in  a country  where,  from 
the  difproportion  of  the  whites  to  the  blacks,  the 
common  fafety  of  the  former  clafs  depends  alto- 
gether on  their  united  exertions. 

<D 

To  contend,  as  fome  philofophers  have  idly  con- 
tended, that  no  natural  fuperiority  can  juftly  be- 
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long  to  any  one  race  of  people  over  another,  to  chap. 
Europeans  over  Africans,  merely  from  a difference  *• 
of  colour,  is  to  wafte  words  to  no  purpofe,  and  to  ' * 'J 

combat  with  air.  Among  the  inhabitants  of  every 
jfland  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  is  the  colour,  with 
fome  few  exceptions,  that  diftingui flies  freedom 
from  flavery : fo  long  therefore  as  freedom  fhall  be 
enjoyed  exclusively  by  one  race  of  people,  and 
flavery  be  the  condition  of  another,  contempt  and 
degradation  will  attach  to  the  colour  by  which  that 
condition  is  generally  recognized,  and  follow  it,  in 
forne  degree,  through  its  varieties  and  affinities. 

We  may  trace  a Similar  prejudice  among  the  mod 
liberal  and  enlightened  nations  of  Europe.  Al- 
though nothing  furely  ought  to  reflect  greater  luftre 
on  any  man  than  the  circumftance  of  his  having 
rifen  by  induftry  and  virtue  above  the  disadvan- 
tages of  mean  birth  and  indigent  parentage,  there 
are,  neverthelefs,  but  few  perfons  in  the  world  who 
delight  to  be  reminded  of  this  fpecies  of  merit. 

There  is  a confcioufnefs  of  Something  difgracefui 
in  the  recollection;  and  it  Seems  therefore  reafon- 
able  to  conclude,  that  if  nature  bad  made  the  fame 
diftinction  in  this  cafe  as  in  the  other,  and  (tamped, 
by  an  indelible  mark,  the  condition  and  parentage 
on  the  forehead,  the  fame,  or  nearly  the  fame,  effedt 
would  have  refulted  from  it,  as  refults  from  the  differ- 
ence of  colour  in  the  Weft;  Indies.  I mean  however 
only  to  account  for,  in  fome  degree,  not  to  defend 
altogether,  the  condudt  of  the  whites  of  St.  Domingo 
towards  the  coloured  people;  whofe  condition  was 
in  truth  much  worfe  than  that  of  the  fame  clafs  in 
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c h A p.  the  Britifh  colonies,  and  not  to  be  juflified  on  any 
i.  principle  of  example  or  reafon. 

Jn  many  refpeSls  their  fituation  was  even  more 
Uttoes^U"  degrading  and  wretched  than  that  of  the  enflaved 
negroes  in  any  part  of  the  Weft  Indies ; all  of 
whom  have  mailers  that  are  interefted  in  their  pre- 
fervation,  and  many  of  whom  find  in  thofe  mailers 
powerful  friends  and  vigilant  protestors.  Although 
releafed  from  the  dominion  of  individuals,  yet  the 
free  men  of  colour  in  all  the  French  illands  were 
ftill  confidered  as  the  property  of  the  publick,  and 
as  publick  property  they  were  obnoxious  to  the 
caprice  and  tyranny  of  all  thofe  whom  the  accident 
of  birth  had  placed  above  them.  By  the  colonial 
governments  they  were  treated  as  Haves  in  the 
ftridteft  fenfe;  they  are  liable,  on  attaining  the  age 
of  manhood,  to  ferve  three  years  in  the  military 
eftablilhment  called  the  marechanjjee , and  on  the 
expiration  of  that  term  they  were  compelled  to 
ferve  in  the  militia  of  theparilh  or  quarter  to  which 
they  belonged,  without  pay  or  allowance  of  any- 
kind,  and  in  the  horfe  or  foot,  at  the  pleafure  of 
the  commanding  officer ; and  obliged  alio  to  fup- 
ply  themfelves,  at  their  own  expence,  with  arms, 
ammunition,  and  accoutrements.  The  rigour  with 
which  the  king’s  lieutenants,  majors,  and  aides- 
major,  enforced  their  authority  over  thefe  people, 
had  degenerated  into  the  bafeft  tyranny. 

They  were  forbidden  to  hold  any  publick  office, 
trull,  or  employment,  however  infignificant  -3  they 
were  not  even  allowed  to  exercife  any  of  thofe  pro- 
feffions,  to  which  fome  fort  of  liberal  education  is 

fuppofed 


ST.  DOMINGO. 


fuppofed  to  be  neceffary.  All  the  naval  and  mili- 
tary departments,  all  degrees  in  law,  phyfick,  and 
divinity,  were  appropriated  exclulively  by  the 
whites.  A mulatto  could  not  be  a prieft,  nor  a 
lawyer,  nor  a phylician,  nor  a furgeon,  nor  an  apo- 
thecary, nor  a fchoolmafter.  He  could  not  even 
aflume  the  firname  of  the  white  man  to  whom  he 
owed  his  being.  Neither  did  the  diftindion  of 
colour  terminate,  as  in  the  Britifh  Weft  Indies, 
with  the  third  generation.  The  privileges  of  a 
white  perfon  were  not  allowed  to  any  defcendant 
from  an  African,  however  remote  the  origin.  The 
taint  in  the  blood  was  incurable,  and  fpread  to 
the  lateft  pofterity.  Hence  no  white  man,  who  had 
the  fmalleft  pretentions  to  charader,  would  ever 
think  of  marriage  with  a negro  or  mulatto  woman : 
fuch  a ftep  would  immediately  have  terminated  in 
his  difgrace  and  ruin. 

Under  the  preflure  of  thefe  accumulated 
grievances,  hope  itfelf,  too  frequently  the  only 
folace  of  the  wretched,  was  denied  to  thefe  unfor- 
tunate peoplej  for  the  courts  of  criminal  jurifdic- 
tion  adopting  the  popular  prejudices  againft  them, 
gave  effed  and  permanency  to  the  fyftem.  A man 
of  colour  being  profecutor  (a  circumftance  in  truth 
which  feldom  occurred)  mull  have  made  out  a 
ftrong  cafe  indeed,  if  at  any  time  he  obtained  the 
convidion  ot  a white  perfon.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  whites  never  failed  to  procure  prompt  and 
fpeedy  juftice  againft  the  mulattoes.  To  mark 
more  ftrongly  the  diftindion  between  the  two  clafles, 
the  law  declared  that  if  a free  man  of  colour  pre- 
fumed 
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fumed  to  ftrike  a white  perfon  of  whatever  condi- 
tion, his  right  hand  fhould  be  cut  off ; while  a white 
man,  for  a fmilar  affault  on  a free  mulatto,  was 
difmiffed  on  the  payment  of  an  infignificant  fine. 

In  extenuation  of  this  horrible  detail,  it  may  be 
faid  with  truth  that  the  manners  of  the  white  in- 
habitants foftened,  in  fome  meafure,  the  fe verity  of 
their  laws : thus,  in  the  cafe  laft  mentioned,  the 
univerfal  abhorrence  which  would  have  attended 
an  enforcement  of  the  penalty,  made  the  law  a 
dead  letter.  It  was  the  fame  with  the  Roman  law 
of  the  Twelve  Tables,  by  which  a father  was  al- 
lowed to  inflict  the  punifhment  of  death  on  his 
own  child  : — manners,  not  law,  prevented  the  exer- 
tion of  a power  fo  unnatural  and  odious. 

But  the  circumftance  which  contributed  moft 
to  afford  the  coloured  people  of  St.  Domingo  pro- 
tection, was  the  privilege  they  poffeffed  of  acquir- 
ing and  holding  property  to  any  amount.  Several 
of  them  were  the  owners  of  confiderable  eftates ; 
and  having  happily  the  means  of  gratifying  the 
venality  of  their  fuperiors,  thefe  were  fecure  enough 
in  their  perfonsj  although  the  fame  circumftance 
made  them  more  pointedly  the  obje&s  of  hatred 
and  envy  to  the  lower  orders  of  the  whites* 

The  next  and  loweft  clafs  of  people  in  the 
French  iflands  were  the  negroes  in  a ftate  of  flaveryj 
of  whom,  in  the  year  1789,  St.  Domingo  contained 
no  lefs  than  480,000.  It  was  in  favour  of  this 
clafs  that  Louis  XIV.  in  the  year  1685,  publifhed 
the  celebrated  edict,  or  code  of  regulations,  which 
is  well  known  to  the  world  under  the  title  of  the 
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Code  Noir;  and  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  many  of  cha  p. 
its  provifions  breathe  a fpirit  of  tendernefs  and  i* 
philanthropy  which  reflects  honour  on  the  me-  ' — ,-,uJ 
mory  of  its  author; — but  there  is  this  misfortune 
attending  this,  and  muft  attend  all  other  fyf- 
tems  of  the  fame  nature,  that  moft  of  its  regula- 
tions are  inapplicable  to  the  condition  and  fituation 
of  the  colonies  in  America.  In  countries  where 
fla very  is  eftablilhed,  the  leading  principle  on  which 
government  is  fupported,  is  fear ; or  a fenle  of  that 
abfolute  coercive  neceffity,  which,  leaving  no  choice 
of  aftion,  fuperfedes  all  queftion  of  right.  It  is  in 
vain  to  deny  that  fuch  actually  is,  and  neceffarily 
muft  be,  the  cafe  in  all  countries  where  flavery  is 
allowed.  Every  endeavour  therefore  to  extend 
pofitive  rights  to  men  in  this  ftate,  as  between  one 
clafs  of  people  and  the  other,  is  an  attempt  to  re- 
concile inherent  contradictions,  and  to  blend  prin- 
ciples together  which  admit  not  of  combination. 

The  great  and,  I am  afraid,  the  only  certain  and 
permanent  fecurity  of  the  enflaved  negroes,  is  the 
ftrong  circumftance  that  the  intereft  of  the  mafter 
is  blended  with,  and  in  truth,  altogether  depends 
on,  the  prefervation,  and  even  on  the  health, 
ftrength,  and  activity  of  the  Have.  This  applies 
equally  to  all  the  European  colonies  in  America ; 
and  accordingly  the  adlual  condition  of  the  negroes 
in  all  thofe  colonies,  to  whatever  nation  they  be- 
long, is  I believe  nearly  the  fame.  Of  that  con- 
dition I have  given  an  account  in  another  place  (c)\ 

I have  therefore  only  to  obferve  in  this,  that  in  all 

(c)  Vol.  II.  Book  4.  C.  2. 

the 


14  HISTORICAL  SURVEY  OF 

chap,  the  French  iflands  the  general  treatment  of  thd 
i-  Haves  is  neither  much  better  nor  much  worfe,  as 
^ far  as  I could  obferve,  than  in  tbofe  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. If  any  difference  there  is,  I think  that  they 
are  better  clothed  among  the  French,  and  allowed 
more  animal  food  among  the  Englilh.  The  pre- 
valent notion  that  the  French  planters  treat  their 
negroes  with  greater  humanity  and  tendernefs  than 
the  Britifh,  I know  to  be  groundlefs;  yet  no  can- 
did perfon,  who  has  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
the  negroes  in  the  French  iflands,  and  of  contraB- 
ing  their  condition  with  that  of  the  pcafantry  in 
many  parts  of  Europe,  will  think  them,  by  any 
means,  the  moft  wretched  of  mankind. 

On  the  whole,  if  human  life,  in  its  beft  Bate,  is 
a combination  of  happinefs  and  mifery,  and  we  are 
to  confider  that  condition  of  political  fociety  as 
relatively  good,  in  which,  notwithftanding  many 
difadvantages,  the  lower  claffes  are  eafily  fupplied 
with  the  means  of  healthy  fubfiftence  j *and  a ge- 
neral air  of  cheerful  contentednefs,  animates  all 
ranks  of  people, — where  we  behold  opulent  towns, 
plentiful  markets,  extenfive  commerce,  and  in- 
creafing  cultivation — it  muff  be  pronounced  that 
the  government  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo 
(to  whatever  latent  caufes  it  might  be  owing)  was 
not  altogether  lb  pra&ically  bad,  as  fome  of  the 
circumftances  that  have  been  Bated  might  give  room 
to  imagine.  With  all  the  abufes  arifing  from  the 
licentioufnefs  of  power,  the  corruption  of  manners, 
and  the  fyBem  of  flavery,  the  fcale  evidently  pre- 
ponderated on  the  favourable  fide ; and,  in  fpite 
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of  political  evils  and  private  grievances,  the  figns  chap. 
of  publick  profperity  were  every  where  vifible.  1. 

Such  were  the  condition  and  fituation  of  the  * 
French  colony  in  St.  Domingo  in  the  year  1788— • 
an  eventful  period ; for  the  feeds  of  liberty  which, 
ever  fince  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
tranfatlantick  poffeflions,  had  taken  root  in  the 
kingdom  of  France,  now  began  to  fpring  up  with 
a rank  luxuriancy  in  all  parts  of  her  exteniive  do- 
minions ; and  a thoufand  circumftances  demon- 
ftrated  that  great  and  important  changes  and  con- 
vullions  were  impending.  The  neceffity  of  a fober 
and  well-digefted  arrangement  for  correcting  inve- 
terate abufes,  both  in  the  mother  country  and  the 
colonies,  was  indeed  apparent ; but,  unhappily,  a 
fpirit  of  fubverfion  and  innovation,  founded  on 
vifionary  fyflems  inapplicable  to  real  life,  had  taken 
pofleflion  of  the  publick  mind.  Its  effeCts  in  St. 
Domingo  are  written  in  colours  too  lafting  to  be 
obliterated  for  the  pride  of  power,  the  rage  of  re- 
formation, the  contentions  of  party,  and  the  con- 
flict of  oppofing  interefts  and  paflions,  produced  a 
temped;  that  fwept  every  thing  before  it. 
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CHAP.  II. 

From  the  Revolution  of  1789,  to  the  Meeting  of  the 
Firf  General  Colonial  Affembly. 

chap.  On  the  27th  of  December  1788,  the  court  of 
JI*  France  came  to  the  memorable  determination  to 
J fummon  the  States  General  of  the  kingdom  ; and 
refolved  that  the  reprefentation  of  the  tiers  etat  (or 
commons)  fhould  be  equal  to  the  fum  of  the  re- 
prefentation of  the  other  two  orders. 

This  meafure,  as  might  have  been  forefeen, 
proved  the  bafis  of  the  great  national  revolution 
that  followed  ; and  it  operated  with  immediate  and 
decifive  effedt  in  all  the  French  colonies.  The 
governor  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo,  at 
that  period,  was  Monf.  Duchilleau,  who  was  fup- 
pofed  fecretly  to  favour  the  popular  pretenfions. 
He  was  allowed  therefore  to  continue  unmolefted 
in  the  feat  of  government ; but  the  king’s  fceptre 
dropped  from  his  hand  ; for  when  he  attempted  to 
prevent  the  parochial  and  provincial  meetings, 
which  were  everywhere  fummoned,  from  affembling, 
his  proclamations  were  treated  with  indignity  and 
contempt:  the  meetings  were  held  in  fpite  of  the 
governor,  and  refolutions  palled  declaratory  of  the 
right  of  the  colonifts  to  fend  deputies  to  the  States 
General.  Deputies  were  accordingly  eledted  for 
that  purpofe,  to  the  number  of  eighteen  (fix  for 
each  province)  who  forthwith,  without  any  autho- 
rity 


ST.  DOMINGO. 

rity  either  from  the  French  miniftry  or  the  colonial 
government,  embarked  for  France,  as  the  legal 
reprefentatives  of  a great  and  integral  part  of  the 
French  empire. 

They  arrived  at  Verfailles  the  latter  end  of  June, 
about  a month  after  the  States  General  had  de- 
clared themfelves  the  national  affembly.  But 
neither  the  minifter  nor  the  national  affembly  were 
difpofed  to  admit  the  full  extent  of  their  claims. 
The  number  of  eighteen  deputies  from  one  colony 
was  thought  exceffive;  and  it  was  with  fome  diffi- 
culty that  fix  of  them  only  were  admitted  to  verify 
their  powers,  and  feat  themfelves  among  the  na- 
tional reprefentatives. 

There  prevailed  at  this  time  throughout  the 
cities  of  France,  a very  ftrong  and  marked  preju- 
dice againft  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sugar  Ifiands, 
on  account  of  the  llavery  of  their  negroes.  It  was 
not  indeed  fuppofed,  nor  even  pretended,  that  the 
condition  of  this  people  was  worle  at  this  juncture 
than  in  any  former  period  : the  contrary  was  known 
to  be  the  truth.  But  declamations  in  fupport  of 
perfonal  freedom,  and  invectives  againft  defpotifin 
of  all  kinds,  had  been  the  favourite  topicks  of  many 
eminent  French  writers  for  a feries  of  years : and 
the  publick  indignation  was  now  artfully  raifed 
againft  the  planters  of  the  Weft  Indies,  as  one  of 
the  means  of  exciting  commotions  and  infurrebtions 
in  different  parts  of  the  French  dominions.  This 
fpirit  of  hoftility  againft  the  inhabitants  of  the 
French  colonies,  was  induftrioully  fomented  and 
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chap,  aggravated  by  the  meafures  of  a fociety,  who  called 
it*  themfelves  Amis  des  Noirs  (Friends  of  the  Blacks) ; 
and  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  fplendid  ap- 
pearance, and  thoughtlefs  extravagance,  of  many 
of  the  French  planters  refident  in  the  mother 
country,  contributed  by  no  means  to  divert  the 
malice  of  their  adverfaries,  or  to  foften  the  preju- 
dices of  the  publick  towards  them. 

The  fociety  in  France  called  Amis  des  Noirs , 
was  I believe  originally  formed  on  the  model  of  a 
f milar  affociation  in  London,  but  the  views  and 
purpofes  of  the  two  bodies  had  taken  a different 
direction.  The  fociety  in  London  profejfed  to  have 
nothing  more  in  view  than  to  obtain  an  aCt  of  the 
legiflature  for  prohibiting  the  further  introduction 
of  African  flaves  into  the  Britifh  colonies.  They 
difclaimed  all  intention  of  interfering  with  the  go- 
vernment and  condition  of  the  negroes  already  in 
the  plantations;  publickly  declaring  their  opinion  to 
be,  that  a general  emancipation  of  thofe  people,  in 
their  prefent  ftate  of  ignorance  and  barbarity,  in- 
ftead  of  a bleffing,  would  prove  to  them  a fource 
of  misfortune  and  mifery.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirs , having  fecretly  in  view 
to  fubvert  the  ancient  defpotifm  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, loudly  clamoured  for  a general  and  im- 
mediate abolition,  not  only  of  the  Have  trade,  but 
alfo  of  the  flavery  which  it  fupported.  Proceed-, 
ing  on  abfrradt  reafoning,  rather  than  on  the  aCtual 
condition  of  human  nature,  they  diftinguifhed  not 
between  civilized  and  uncivilized  life,  and  confi- 
6 dered 
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tiered  that  it  ill  became  them  to  claim  freedom  for  cha  p. 
themfelves,  and  withhold  it  at  the  fame  time  from  li- 
the negroes : it  is  to  be  lamented  that  a principle 
fo  plaunble  in  appearance,  Ihould,  in  its  application 
to  this  cafe,  be  vifionary  and  impracticable. 

At  this  junCture,  a confiderable  body  of  the 
mulattoes  from  St.  Domingo  and  the  other  French, 
iflands,  were  refident  in  the  French  capital.  Some 
of  thefe  were  young  people  lent  thither  for  educa- 
tion: others  were  men  of  confiderable  property, 
and  many  of  them,  without  doubt,  perfons  of  in- 
telligence and  amiable  manners.  With  thefe  peo- 
ple the  focietyof  Amis  des  Nobs  formed  an  intimate 
connection;  pointed  out  to  them  the  wretchednefs 
• of  their  condition;  filled  the  nation  with  remon- 
ftrances  and  appeals  on  their  behalf;  and  poured 
out  fuch  inveCtives  againft  the  white  planters,  as 
bore  away  reafon  and  moderation  in  the  torrent. 
Unhappily,  there  was  too  much  to  offer  on  the  part 
of  the  mulattoes.  Their  perfonal  appearance  too, 
excited  pity,  and,  co-operating  with  the  temper  of 
the  times,  and  the  credulity  of  the  French  nation, 
raffed  fuch  an  indignant  ipirit  in  all  ranks  of  people 
againft  the  white  colonifts,  as  threatened  their  total 
annihilation  and  ruin. 

In  this  difpofition  of  the  people  of  France  to- 
wards tire  inhabitants  of  their  colonies  in  the  Welt 
Indies,  the  national  affembly,  on  the  20th  day  of 
Auguft,  voted  the  celebrated  declaration  of  rights-, 
and  thus,  by  a revolution  unparalleled  in  hiftory, 
vyas  a mighty  fabr-ick  (apparently  eftablifhed  by 
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every  thing  that  was  fecure  and  unavailable ) over* 
turned  in  a moment.  Happy  had  it  been  for  the 
general  interefts  of  the  human  race,  if,  when  the 
French  had  gone  thus  far,  they  had  proceeded  no 
farther ! Happy  for  themfelves,  if  they  had  then 
known — what  painful  experience  has  fince  taught 
them — that  the  word;  of  all  governments  is  prefer- 
able to  the  miferies  of  anarchy  ! 

Perhaps  a diligent  obferver  might  have  difeo- 
vered,  even  in  the  firft  proceedings  of  this  cele- 
brated aflembly,  the  latent  feeds  of  that  violence, 
injuftice,  and  confufion  which  have  fince  produced 
fuch  a harveft  of  crimes  and  calamities.  Many  of 
the  doftrines  contained  in  the  declaration  of  rights 
feem  to  have  been  introduced  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  awaken  a mifehievous  fpirit  of  contention 
and  cavil,  and  to  deftroy  all  fubordination  in  the 
lower  ranks  of  the  people.  Such,  for  inftance,  was 
the  pofition,  that  “ all  men  are  born,  and  continue, 
“ free  and  equal  as  to  their  rights  j”  according  to 
which,  there  ought  to  be  no  diftintflions  in  fociety, 
nor  (if  the  pofleflion  of  property  is  a right ) can  any 
man  have  a right  to  poflefs  or  acquire  any  thing  to 
the  exclufion  of  others;  a pofition  not  only  falfe, 
but  pernicious,  and  unfit  for  every  condition  of 
civilized  life.  To  promulgate  fuch  leffons  in  the 
colonies,  as  the  declared  fenfe  of  the  fupreme  go- 
vernment, was  to  fubvert  the  whole  fyftem  of  their 
efhablilhments.  Accordingly,  a general  ferment 
prevailed  among  the  French  inhabitants  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other. 

All 
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All  that  had  pafTed  in  the  mother  country  con-  chap. 
cerning  the  colonifts, — the  prejudices  of  the  metro-  n* 

polis  towards  them, — the  efforts  of  the  fociety  of  ' 7^^  / 
Amis  des  Noirs  to  emancipate  the  negroes, — and 
the  condudt  of  the  mulattoes, — had  been  repre- 
fented  to  them  through  the  medium  of  party,  and 
perhaps  with  a thoufand  circumftances  of  exagge- 
ration and  infult,  long  before  the  declaration  of 
rights  was  received  in  the  colony ; and  this  mea- 
fure  crowned  the  whole.  They  maintained  that  it 
was  calculated  to  convert  their  peaceful  and  con- 
tented negroes  into  implacable  enemies,  and  render 
the  whole  country  a theatre  of  commotion  and 
bloodfhed. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  French  government,  ap- 
prehenfive  that  diforders  of  a very  alarming  nature 
might  arife  in  the  colonies  from  the  proceedings  in 
France,  had  iffued  orders  to  the  governor  general 
of  St.  Domingo,  to  convoke  the  inhabitants,  for 
the  purpofe  of  forming  a legislative  affembly  for 
interior  regulation.  Thefe  orders,  however,  being 
unaccountably  delayed,  the  people  had  anticipated 
the  meafure.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
diftridt  had  already  conftituted  a provincial  af- 
fembly, which  met  at  Cape  Francois,  and  their 
example  was  followed  in  November  in  the  Wef- 
tern  and  Southern  provinces ; the  Weftern  affem- 
bly met  at  Port  au  Prince,  the  Southern  at  Les 
Cayes.  Parochial  committees  were,  at  the  fame 
time,  every  where  eftablithed,  for  the  fake  of  a more 
immediate  communication  between  the  people  and 
their  reprefentatives. 
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A recital  of  the  condud  and  proceedings  of 
thefe  provincial  affembles,  would  lead  me  too  much 
into  detail.  They  differed  greatly  on  many  impor- 
tant queftions ; but  all  of  them  concurred  in  opinion 
concerning  the  neceffity  of  a full  and  fpeedy  colonial 
reprefentation ; and  they  unanimoufly  voted,  that 
if  inftrudions  from  the  king  for  calling  fuch  an  af- 
fembly  lhould  not  be  received  within  three  months 
thenceforward,  the  colony  fhould  take  on  itfelf  to 
adopt  and  enforce  the  meafure ; — their  immediate 
fafety  and  prefervation  being,  they  faid,  an  obliga- 
tion paramount  to  all  others. 

During  this  period  of  anxiety  and  alarm,  the 
mulattoes  were  not  inactive.  Inftruded  by  their 
brethren  in  the  metropolis  in  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  their  rights,  and  apprized  of  the  favourable 
difpofition  of  the  French  nation  towards  them,  they 
became,  throughout  the  colony,  actuated  by  a 
fpirit  of  turbulence  and  fedition  ; and  difregarding 
all  confiderations  of  prudence,  with  regard  to  time 
and  feafons,  determined  to  claim,  without  delay, 
the  full  benefit  of  all  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  the 
whites.  Accordingly  large  bodies  of  them  appear- 
ed in  arms  in  different  parts  of  the  country ; but 
ading  without  fufficient  concert,  or  due  prepara- 
tion, they  were  eafily  overpowered.  It  is  faid,  that 
the  temper  of  the  provincial  affemblies  at  this  junc- 
ture,— how  much  foever  inflamed  againft  the  infti- 
gators  and  abettors  of  thefe  people  in  the  mother 
country, — was  not  averfe  to  moderation  and  con- 
ceffion  towards  the  mulattoes  themfelves.  Thus, 
ivhen  the  pm  i y which  had  taken  arms  at  Jacmel 

was 


ST.  DOMINGO. 


was  defeated,  and  their  chiefs  imprifoned,  the  af- 
fembly  of  the  Weft  interpofed  with  effeft  in  favour 
of  the  whole  number ; and  at  Artibonite,  where  the 
revolt  was  much  more  extenfive  and  alarming,  a free 
and  unconditional  pardon  was  alfo  chearfully  granted 
on  the  fubmiffion  of  the  iniurgents. 

Against  iuch  of  the  whites  as  had  taken  any 
part  in  thefe  difturbances,  in  favour  of  the  people  of 
colour,  the  rage  of  the  populace  knew  no  limits. 
Monf.  Dubois , deputy  pr o cur eur  general y had  not  only 
declared  himfelf  an  advocate  for  the  mulattoes,  but, 
withadegree  of  imprudence  which  indicated  infanity, 
fought  occafions  to  declaim  publickly  againft  the 
flavery  of  the  negroes.  The  Northern  aftembly  ar- 
refted  his  perfon,  and  very  probably  intended  to 
proceed  to  greater  extremities;  but  the  governor 
interpofed  in  his  behalf,  obtained  his  releafe,  and 
Pent  him  from  the  country. 

Mons.  Ferrand  de  Beaudierre,  who  had  formerly 
been  a magiftrate  at  Petit  Goave,  was  not  fo  fortu- 
nate. This  gentleman  was  unhappily  enamoured 
of  a woman  of  colour,  to  whom,  as  fhe  poflefled  a 
valuable  plantation,  he  had  offered  marriage,  and 
being  a man  of  a warm  imagination,  with  little 
judgment,  he  undertook  to  combat  the  prejudices 
of  the  whites  againft  the  vftiole  clafs.  Pie  drew  up, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  mulatto  people,  a 
memorial  to  the  parochial  committee,  w'herein, 
among  other  things,  they  were  made  to  claim,  in 
exprefs  words,  the  full  benefit  of  the  national  de- 
claration of  rights.  Nothing  could  be  more  ill- 
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chap,  timed  or  injudicious  than  this  proceeding : it  was 
IT*  evident,  that  fuch  a claim  led  to  confequences  of 
_ which  the  mulattoes  themfelves  (who  certainly  at 

this  juncture  had  no  wilh  to  enfranchife  the  flaves) 
were  not  apprized.  This  memorial  therefore  was 
confidered  as  a fummons  to  the  negroes  for  a ge- 
neral revolt.  The  parochial  committee  feized  the 
author,  and  committed  him  to  prifon ; but  the  po- 
pulace took  him  from  thence  by  force,  and  in  fpite 
of  the  magiflrates  and  municipality,  who  exerted 
themfelves  to  flop  their  fury,  put  him  to  death. 

The  king’s  order  for  convoking  a general  colo- 
nial affembly  was  received  in  St.  Domingo  early  in 
January  the  month  of  January  1790.  It  appointed  the 
179°‘  town  of  Leogane,  in  the  Weftern  province,  for  the 
place  of  meeting;  and  inftru&ions  accompanied 
the  order,  concerning  the  mode  of  ele<5ting  the 
members.  Thefe  inftruffions,  however,  being  con- 
fidered by  the  provincial  affemblies  as  inapplicable 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  colony,  were  difap- 
proved  ; and  another  plan,  better  fuited,  as  they 
conceived,  to  the  wealth,  territory,  and  population 
of  the  inhabitants,  was  adopted.  They  refolved 
alfo  to  hold  the  affembly  at  the  town  of  St.  Marc 
inftead  of  Leogane,  and  the  25th  of  March  was 
fixed  for  the  time  of  its  meeting.  It  was  after- 
wards prorogued  to  the  1 6th  of  April. 

In  the  meanwhile  intelligence  was  received  in, 
France  of  the  temper  of  St.  Domingo  towards  the 
mother  country.  The  inhabitants  were  very  gene- 
rally reprefented  as  manifefting  a difpofition  either 
to  renounce  their  dependency,  or  to  throw  them- 
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felves  under  the  protection  of  a foreign  power;  and  chap. 
the  planters  of  Martinico  were  faid  to  be  equally  n* 


difcontented  and  difaffeCted.  The  trading  and 
manufacturing  towns  took  the  alarm ; and  petitions 
and  remonftrances  were  prefented  from  various 
quarters,  imploring  the  national  afTembly  to  adopt 
meafures  for  compofing  the  minds  of  the  colonifts, 
and  preferving  to  the  French  empire  its  moft  va- 
luable dependencies. 

On  the  8th  of  March  1790,  the  national  af- 
fembly  entered  into  the  confideration  of  the  fub- 
jeCt,  with  a ferioufnefs  and  folemnity  fuited  to  its 
importance;  and,  after  full  difcuflion,  a very  large 
majority  voted,  “ That  it  * never  was  the  inten- 
“ tion  of  the  aflembly  to  comprehend  the  interior 
“ government  of  the  colonies  in  the  conftitution 
“ which  they  had  framed  for  the  mother  coun- 
<c  try,  or  to  fubjeCt  them  to  laws  which  were  in- 
“ compatible  with  their  local  eftablilhments ; they 
“ therefore  authorife  the  inhabitants  of  each  colony 
“ to  llgnify  to  the  national  aflembly  their  fenti- 
“ ments  and  willies  concerning  that  plan  of  interior 
“ legiflation  and  commercial  arrangement,  which 
“ would  be  moft  conducive  to  their  profperity.” 
It  was  required,  however,  that  the  plan  to  be  of- 
fered fhould  be  conformable  to  the  principles  which 
had  connected  the  colonies  with  the  metropolis, 
and  be  calculated  for  the  prefervation  of  their  re- 
ciprocal interefts. — To  this  decree  was  annexed  a 
declaration,  “ That  the  national  aflembly  would 
“ not  caufe  any  innovation  to  be  made,  direCtly  or 
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“ indirectly,  in  any  fyftem  of  commerce  in  which 
“ the  colonies  were  already  concerned.” 

Nothing  could  equal  the  clamour  which  this 
decree  occafioned  among  the  people  of  colour  refi- 
dent  in  the  mother  country,  and  the  philanthropick 
fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirs.  The  declaration  con- 
cerning commerce  was  interpreted  into  a tacit  fanc- 
tion  for  the  continuance  of  the  flave  trade  ; and  it 
was  even  contended,  that  the  national  affembly,  by 
leaving  the  adjuftment  of  the  colonial  conftitutions 
to  the  colonifts  themfelves,  had  difcharged  them 
from  their  allegiance.  It  was  faid  that  they  were 
no  longer  fubject  to  the  French  empire,  but  mem- 
bers of  an  independent  Fate. 

Nevertheless,  if  the  circumftances  of  the 
times,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  French  colonifts  at 
this  juncture,  be  taken  into  the  account,  candour 
muft  acknowledge  that  it  was  a decree  not  only 
jultifiable  on  the  motives  of  prudence  and  policy, 
but  was  founded  alfo  on  the  ftrong  bafis  of  moral 
neceffity.  The  arguments  that  were  urged  againft 
it  feem  to  imply  that  the  benefits  of  the  French 
revolution  were  intended  only  for  the  people  refid- 
ing  in  the  realm,  in  exclufion  of  their  fellow  fub- 
jeCts  in  the  plantations.  After  that  great  event,  to 
fuppofe  that  the  inhabitants  of  thole  colonies  (with 
the  fuccefsful  example  too  of  the  Englilli  Ameri- 
cans recent  in  their  memories)  would  have  iub- 
mitted  to  be  governed  and  directed  in  their  local 
concerns  by  a legiflature  at  the  diftance  of  3,000 
miles  from  them,  is  to  manifeft  a very  fiender  ac- 
quaintance with  human  nature.  Flow  little  in- 
clined 
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dined  the  colonial  afiembly  was  to  fuch  fubmifi- 
fion,  their  proceedings,  from  the  firft  day  of  their 
meeting,  to  their  final  diflolution,  will  demon- 
ftrate. — Of  thofe  proceedings  I fhall  endeavour  to 
furnifli  a brief  account  in  the  next  Chapter. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Proceedings  of  the  General  Colonial  Affembly  until  its 
final  Difib  hit  ion,  and  Embarkation  of  the  Members 
for  France , Augvfi  1790. 

chap.  The  General  Affembly  of  St.  Domingo  met  on 
hi.  the  1 6th  of  April,  at  the  town  of  St.  Marc.  It 
— ' was  compofed  of  213  members,  of  whom  the  city 
of  Cape  Francois  elected  twenty-four.  Port  au  Prince 
fixteen,  and  Les  Cayes  eight.  Moft  of  the  other 
parifhes  returned  two  reprefentatives  each ; and  it 
is  allowed  that,  on  the  whole,  the  colony  wat  fairly, 
fully,  and  moft  refpedlably  reprefented.  The  pro- 
vincial affemblies,  however,  continued  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  functions  as  before,  or  appointed  com- 
mittees to  adt  during  their  intermiffion. 

The  feffion  was  opened  by  a difcourfe  from  the 
prefident,  wherein,  after  recounting  various  abufes 
in  the  conftitution  and  adminiftration  of  the  former 
colonial  government,  he  pointed  out  fome  of  the 
many  great  objedts  that  feemed  to  require  imme- 
diate attention:  among  others,  he  recommended 
the  cafe  of  the  mulattoes,  and  a melioration  of  the 
flave  laws.  The  affembly  concurred  in  fentiment 
with  the  orator;  and  one  of  their  firft  meafures 
was  to  relieve  the  people  of  colour  from  the  hard- 
fhips  to  which  they  were  fubjedt  under  the  military 
jurifdidtion.  It  was  decreed,  that  in  future  no 
greater  duty  fhould  be  required  of  them  in  the 
militia  than  from  the  whites;  and  the  harfh  autho- 
rity. 


ST.  DOMINGO.  29 

Tity,  in  particular,  which  the  king’s  lieutenants,  c 11  a p. 
majors,  and  aides-major,  commanding  in  the  towns, 
exercifed  over  thofe  people,  was  declared  oppreflive 
and  illegal.  Thefe  ads  of  indulgence  were  cer- 
tainly meant  as  the  earned:  of  greater  favours,  and 
an  opening  to  conciliation  and  conceflion  towards 
the  whole  clafs  of  the  coloured  people. 

The  general  aflembly  proceeded,  in  the  next 
place,  to  rectify  feme  grofs  abufes  which  had  long 
prevailed  in  the  courts  of  judicature,  confining 
themfelves  however  to  fuch  only  as  called  tor  im- 
mediate redrefs,  their  attention  being  chiefly  di- 
rected to  the  great  and  intereding  objedt  of  pre- 
paring the  plan  for  a new  conditution,  or  fydem 
of  colonial  government ; a bufinefs  which  employed 
their  deliberations  until  the  28th  of  May. 

M.  Peynier  was  now  governor  general,  from 
whom  the  partizans  and  adherents  of  the  ancient 
defpotidn  fecretly  derived  encouragement  and  fun- 
port.  The  whole  body  of  tax-gatherers,  and  offi- 
cers under  the  fifeal  adminidration,  were  of  this 
number.  Thefe  therefore  began  to  recover  from 
the  panick  into  which  fo  great  and  fudden  a revo- 
lution had  thrown  them,  and  to  rally  their  united 
drength.  Nothing  could  be  more  oppofite  to 
their  withes,  than  the  fuccefs  of  the  general  aflem- 
bly in  the  eflablifhment  cf  order  and  good  govern- 
ment throughout  the  colony.  Nor  were  thefe  the 
only  men  who  beheld  the  proceedings  of  this  body 
with  an  evil  eye.  All  the  perfons  belonging  to  the 
courts  of  civil  and  criminal  jurifdidtion  (and  their 
numbers  were  confiderable)  who  were  intereded  in 
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chap,  the  maintenance  of  thofe  abufes  which  the  affem* 
nr*  bly  had  corrected,  were  filled  with  indignation  and 
^ envy.  To  thefe  were  added  moft  of  the  men  who 

held  military  commiffions  under  the  king’s  autho- 
rity. Habituated  to  the  exercife  of  command, 
they  indignantly  beheld  the  fubverfion  of  all  that 
accuflomed  obedience  and  fubordination  which 
they  had  been  taught  to  confider  as  effential  to  the 
fupport  of  government,  and  offered  themfelves  the 
willing  inftruments  of  the  governor  general  in  fub- 
verting  the  new  fyflem. 

Such  were  the  perfons  that  oppofed  themfelves 
to  the  new  order  of  things  in  the  colony,  when  the 
Chevalier  Mauduit,  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Port 
au  Prince,  arrived  at  St.  Domingo.  He  had  not 
come  direCtly  from  France,  but  circuitoufly  by  way 
of  Italy;  and  at  Turin  had  taken  leave  of  the  Count 
d’Artois,  to  whofe  fortunes  he  was  ftrongly  attach- 
ed. He  was  a man  of  talents  ; brave,  active,  and 
enterprizing ; zealous  for  his  party,  and  full  of 
projects  fora  counter-revolution.  By  his  dexterity 
and  addrefs,  he  foon  acquired  an  afcendancy  over 
the  feeble  and  narrow  genius  of  Peynier,  and  go- 
verned the  colony  in  his  name.  His  penetration 
eafily  made  him  difcover  that,  in  order  effectually 
to  difturb  the  new  fettlement,  it  was  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  prevent  a coalition  of  interefts  between 
the  colonial  affembly,  and  the  free  people  of  co- 
lour. He  therefore  proclaimed  himfelt  the  patron 
and  proteCtor  of  the  mulattoes,  and  courted  them 
on  all  occalions,  with  luch  afiiduity  and  luccefs,  as 
gained  over  the  whole  body. 
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It  Teems  however  extremely  probable  that  the  c h a p, 
peace  of  the  country  would  have  been  preferved,  in. 
notwithftanding  the  machinations  of  Peynier  and 
Mauduit,  if  the  planters,  true  to  their  own  caufe, 
had  remained  united  among  themfelves.  But,  un- 
fortunately, the  provincial  affembly  of  the  North 
was  induced,  through  mifreprefentation  or  envy,  to 
counteract,  by  all  pofiible  means,  the  proceedings  of 
the  general  affembly  at  St.  Marc.  Thus,  difcord 
and  diffention  every  where  prevailed  ; and  appear- 
ances feemed  to  indicate  an  approaching  civil  war, 
even  before  the  plan  for  the  new  conftitution  was 
publithed.  This  was  contained  in  the  famous  decree 
of  the  general  colonial  affembly  of  the  28  th  of  May; 
a decree,  which  having  been  the  fubjed:  of  much 
animadverfion,  and  made  the  oltenfible  motive,  on 
the  part  of  the  executive  power,  for  commencing 
hoftilities,  it  is  proper  to  date  it  at  large. 

It  confided  of  ten  fundamental  pofitions,  which  May. 
are  preceded  by  an  introductory  difcourfe  or  pream« 
ble  (as  ufual  in  the  French  decrees)  wherein,  among 
other  confiderations,  it  is  dated,  as  an  acknowledge 
ed  principle  in  the  French  conditution,  that  the 
right  in  the  crown  to  condrm  the  a<5ts  of  the  le- 
gidature,  is  a prerogative,  inherent  and  incommuni- 
cable: of  courfe  that  it  cannot  be  delegated  to  a 
colonial  governor,  whofe  authority  is  precarious  and 
fubordinate.  The  articles  are  then  fubjoined,  in 
the  order  and  words  following : 

“ 1.  The  legiflative  authority,  in  every  thing 
which  relates  to  the  internal  concerns  of  the  colony 
( regime- inter ieur ),  is  vefted  in  the  affembly  of  its 

reprefentatives. 
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chap,  reprefentatives,  which  fhall  be  called  the  General 
in.  Affembly  of  the  French  Part  of  St.  Domingo. 

2.  No  ad  of  the  legiflative  body,  in  what  relates 
to  the  internal  concerns  of  the  colony,  fhall  be 
confidered  as  a law  definitive , unlefs  it  be  made  by 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, freely  and  legally  chofen,  and  confirmed  by 
the  king. 

3.  In  cafes  of  urgent  neceffity,  a legiflative  de- 
cree of  the  general  affembly,  in  what  relates  to  the 
internal  concerns  of  the  colony,  fhall  be  confidered 
as  a laiv  provifional.  In  all  fuch  cafes,  the  decree 
fhall  be  notified  forthwith  to  the  governor  general, 
who,  within  ten  days  after  fuch  notification,  fhall 
caule  it  to  be  publifhed  and  enforced,  or  tranfmit 
to  the  general  affembly  his  obfervations  thereon. 

4.  The  neceffity  of  the  cafe  on  which  the  exe- 
cution of  fuch  provifional  decree  is  to  depend,  fhall 
be  a feparate  queftion,  and  be  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative by  a majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  gene- 
ral affembly;  the  names  and  numbers  being  taken 
down.  ( Prifes  par  V appel  nominal.) 

5.  If  the  governor-general  fhall  fend  down  his 
obfervations  on  any  fuch  decree,  the  fame  fhall  be 
entered  in  the  journals  of  the  general  affembly,  who 
fhall  then  proceed  to  revife  the  decree,  and  confi- 
der  the  obfervations  thereon  in  three  feveral  fit- 
tings. The  votes  for  confirming  or  annulling  the 
decree  fhall  be  given  in  the  words  Yes  or  Jfo,  and 
a minute  of  the  proceedings  fhall  be  figned  by  the 
members  prefent,  in  which  fhall  be  enumerated 
the  votes  on  each  fide  of  the  queftion  3 and  if 
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there  appears  a majority  of  two-thirds  for  confirm-  chap. 
ing  the  decree,  it  fhall  be  immediately  enforced  by  hi. 


the  governor-general. 

6.  As  every  law  ought  to  be  founded  on  the 
confent  of  thofe  who  are  to  be  bound  by  it,  the 
French  part  of  St.  Domingo  fhall  be  allowed  to 
propofe  regulations  concerning  commercial  ar- 
rangements, and  the  fyftem  of  mutual  connection 
(rapports  commercianx,  et  autre s rapports  communs ), 
and  the  decrees  which  the  national  aflembly  fhall 
make  in  all  fuch  cafes  Jliall  not  be  enforced  in  the 
colony , until  the  general  ajfembly  fhall  have  confented 
thereto. 

7.  In  cafes  of  preffing  neceffity,  the  importation 
of  articles  for  the  fupport  of  the  inhabitants  fhall 
not  be  confidered  as  any  breach  in  the  fyftem  of 
commercial  regulations  between  St.  Domingo  and 
France ; provided  that  the  decrees  to  be  made  in 
fuch  cafes  by  the  general  aflembly,  fhall  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  revifion  of  the  governor-general,  under 
the  fame  conditions  and  modifications  as  are  pre- 
fcribed  in  articles  3 and  5. 

8.  Provided  alfo,  that  every  legiflative  aft  of 
the  general  aflembly,  executed  provifionally,  in 
cafes  of  urgent  neceffity,  fhall  be  tranfmitted  forth- 
with for  the  royal  fanftion.  And  if  the  king  fhall 
refufe  his  confent  to  any  fuch  aft,  its  execution 
fhall  be  fufpended,  as  foon  as  the  king’s  refufal 
fhall  be  legally  notified  to  the  general  aflembly. 

9.  A new  general  aflembly  fnall  be  chofen  every 
two  years,  and  none  of  the  members  who  have 
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ferved  in  the  former  affembly  (hall  be  eligible  in 
the  new  one. 

io.  The  general  affembly  decree  that  the  pre- 
ceding articles,  as  forming  part  of  the  conftitution 
of  the  French  colony  in  St.  Domingo,  fhall  be  im- 
mediately tranfmitted  to  France  for  the  acceptance 
of  the  national  affembly,  and  the  king.  They  fhall 
likewife  be  tranfmitted  to  all  the  parifhes  and 
diftri<fts  of  the  colony,  and  be  notified  to  the  go- 
vernor-general.” 

That  a decree  of  fuch  comprehenfivenefs  and 
magnitude  Ihould  have  excited  very  general  difqui- 
fition  in  the  colony,  and  have  produced  mifrepre- 
fentation  and  clamour,  even  among  men  of  very 
oppofite  fentiments  and  tempers,  is  no  way  fur- 
prifing.  It  mull  be  allowed,  that  fome  of  the  ar- 
ticles are  irreconcileable  to  every  juft  principle  of 
colonial  fubordination.  The  refufing  to  allow  a 
negative  voice  to  the  reprefentative  of  the  king,  is 
repugnant  to  all  the  notions  which  an  Englifhman 
is  taught  to  entertain  of  a monarchical  government, 
however  limited : and  the  declaration  that  no  de- 
cree of  the  national  affembly  concerning  the  colo- 
ny, in  cafes  of  exterior  regulation,  ftiould  be  in 
force  until  confirmed  by  the  colonial  aflembly,  was 
fuch  an  extravagant  affumption  of  imperial  autho- 
rity, in  a fubordinate  part  of  the  French  empire,  as 
I believe  is  without  a precedent. 

All  that  can  be  urged  in  extenuation,  feems  to 
be  that  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  were  novel, 
and  the  members  of  the  colonial  affembly  unexpe- 
rienced 
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rienced  in  the  bufinefs  of  legiflation.  That  they 
had  any  ferious  intention  of  declaring  the  colony 
an  independent  (late,  in  imitation  of  the  Englifh 
American  provinces,  it  is  impoflible  to  believe. 
Neverthelefs,  the  decree  was  no  fooner  promul- 
gated, than  this  notion  was  induftrioully  propa- 
gated by  their  enemies  from  one  end  of  the  colony 
to  the  other ; and  when  this  report  failed  to  gain 
belief,  it  was  pretended  that  the  colony  was  fold  to 
the  Englifh,  and  that  the  members  of  the  general 
affembly  had  received  and  divided  among  them- 
felves  40  millions  of  livres  as  the  purchafe  money. 

If  recent  events  had  not  demon ftratecl  the  ex- 
treme credulity  and  jealous  temper  of  the  French 
character,  it  would  be  difficult  to  believe  that 
charges,  thus  wild  and  unfupported,  could  have 
made  an  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  any  confider- 
able  number  of  the  people.  So  great  however  was 
the  effect  produced  by  them,  as  to  occafion  fome 
of  the  Weftern  parifhes  to  recal  their  deputies; 
while  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Francois  took  mea- 
fures  (till  more  decifive  : they  renounced  obedience 
to  the  general  affembly,  and  prefented  a memorial 
to  the  governor,  requefting  him  to  diffoive  it  forth- 
with ; declaring  that  they  confidered  the  colony  as 
loft,  unlefs  he  proceeded  with  the  utmoft  vigour 
and  promptitude  in  depriving  that  body  of  all 
manner  of  authority. 

M.  Peynier  received  this  addrefs  with  fecret 
fatisfadion.  It  feemed  indeed  to  be  the  policy  of 
both  parties  to  rejed  all  thoughts  of  ccmpromife  by 
negociation;  and  there  occurred  at  this  jundure 
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a circumflance  which  would  probably  have  ren- 
dered all  negotiation  abortive,  had  it  been  attempted. 
In  the  harbour  of  Port  au  Prince  lay  a fhip  of  the 
line,  called  the  Leopard,  commanded  by  M.  Gali- 
foniere.  This  officer,  co-operating  in  the  views  of 
Peynier  and  Mauduit,  made  a fumptuous  entertain- 
ment for  the  partizans  of  thofe  gentlemen  ; and  by 
ihis,  or  fome  other  parts  of  his  conduct,  gave  offence 
to  his  Tailors.  Whether  thefe  men  had  felt  the  in- 
fluence of  corruption  (as  afferted  by  one  party)  or 
were  actuated  folely  by  one  of  thofe  unaccountable 
freaks  to  which  Teamen  are  particularly  fubject,  the 
fadt  certainly  is,  that  they  withdrew  their  obedience 
from  their  proper  officer,  and  declared  themfelves 
to  be  in  the  interefts  of  the  colonial  affemblv  ! Their 
condudt  became  at  length  fo  turbulent  and  fecli- 
tious,  as  to  induce  M.  Galifoniere  to  quit  the  lhip ; 
whereupon  the  crew  gave  the  command  to  one  of 
the  lieutenants.  The  affembly,  perceiving  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  this  event,  immediately 
tranfmitted  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  Teamen  for  their 
patriotick  conduct,  and  required  them,  in  the  name 
of  the  law  and  the  king,  to  detain  the  fhip  in  the 
road,  and  await  their  further  orders.  The  failors, 
gratified  with  this  acknowledgment,  promifed  obe- 
dience, and  affixed  the  vote  of  thanks  on  the  main- 
maft  of  the  lhip.  Some  partizans  of  the  affembly, 
about  the  fame  time,  took  poffeffion  of  a powder 
magazine  at  Leogane. 

A civil  war  Teemed  now  to  be  inevitable.  Two 
days  after  the  vote  of  thanks  had  been  tranfmitted 
from  St,  Marc’s  to  the  crew  of  the  Leopard,  M. 
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Peynier  iffued  a proclamation  to  diffolve  the  gene-  chap. 
ral  affembly.  He  charged  the  members  with  en-  in. 


tertaining  projects  of  independency,  and  afferted 
that  they  had  t reache rou fly  poffeffed  themfelves  of 
one  of  the  king’s  fhips  by  corrupting  the  crew.  He 
pronounced  the  members,  and  all  their  adherents, 
traitors  to  their  country,  and  enemies  to  the  nation 
and  the  king : declaring  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  employ  all  the  force  he  could  colled:  to  defeat 
their  projeds,  and  bring  them  to  condign  punifh- 
ment ; and  he  called  on  all  officers,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, for  their  co-operation  and  fupport. 

His  firft  proceedings  were  directed  againft  the 
committee  of  the  Weftern  provincial  affembly. — * 
This  body  held  its  meetings  at  Port  au  Prince,  and 
in  the  exercife  of  its  fubordinate  fundiions,  during 
the  intermiflion  of  that  affembly,  had  manifeffed 
fuch  zealous  attachment  to  the  general  affembly  at 
St.  Marc,  as  expofed  its  members  to  the  refentment 
of  the  governor  and  his  party.  It  was  determined 
therefore,  at  a council  held  the  fame  day,  to  arreft 
their  perfons  the  following  night,  and  M.  Mauduit 
undertook  to  condud:  the  enterprize.  Having 
been  informed  that  this  committee  held  confulta- 
rions  at  midnight,  he  feleded  about  one  hundred 
of  his  foldiers,  and  formed  a fcheme  to  feize  the 
* members  at  their  place  of  meeting.  On  arriving 
however  at  the  houfe,  he  found  it  protected  by  four 
hundred  of  the  national  guards  (gj.  A fkirmifh 


enfued ; 


(g)  The  troops  in  St.  Domingo,  called  the  National  Guards, 
were  originally  nothing  more  than  the  colonial  Militia.  They 
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chap,  en  fued  ; but  the  circumftances  attending  it  are  fb 
in.  varioufly  related,  that  no  precife  account  can  be 
o-'iven  of  the  particulars ; nor  is  it  afcertained  which 
party  gave  the  firft  fire.  Nothing  further  is  cer- 
tainly known,  than  that  two  men  were  killed  on 
the  part  of  the  aflembly, — that  feveral  were 
wounded  on  both  fides,  and  that  M.  Mauduit  re- 
turned without  effedting  any  purpofe  but  that  of 
feizing,  and  bearing  away  in  triumph,  the  national 
colours; — a circumflance  which  afterwards  (as  will 
be  feen  in  the  fequel)  coft  him  his  life. 

The  general  aflembly,  on  receiving  intelligence 
of  this  attack,  and  of  the  formidable  preparations 
that  were  making  for  directing  hoftilities  againfl: 
themfelves,  fummoned  the  people,  from  all  parts 
of  the  colony,  to  haften,  properly  armed,  to  protedt 
their  reprefentatives ; and  moft  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  neighbouring  parifhes  obeyed  the  fummons. 
The  fhip  Leopard  wras  brought  from  Port  au 
Prince  to  St.  Marc’s  for  the  fame  purpofe.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Northern  provincial  aflembly 
joined  the  party  of  the  governor,  and  lent  to  his 
afliftance  a detachment  from  the  regular  troops  in 
that  quarter,  which  was  joined  by  a body  of  two 
hundred  people  of  colour.  A much  greater  force 
was  colledted  at  the  fame  time  in  the  Weftern  pro- 
vince by  M.  Mauduit,  and  the  preparations  on  both 
fides  threatened  an  obftinate  and  bloody  conflidt ; 
when,  by  one  of  thofe  wonderful  eccentricities  in 

were  new  organized  in  1789,00  the  model  of  the  national  guards 
in  the  mother-country,  and  bore  the  fame  colours,  and  allumed 
the  fame  name. 
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the  human  mind  which  are  feldom  difplayed  ex-  chap. 
cept  in  times  of  publick  commotion,  a flop  was  in- 
put to  the  immediate  fhedding  of  blood,  by  the 
fudden  and  unexpected  determination  of  the  gene- 
ral aflembly  to  undertake  a voyage  to  France,  and 
juftify  their  conduct  to  the  king  and  the  national 
aflembly  in  perfon.  Their  motives  wrere  thought 
the  more  laudable,  as  great  part  of  the  Wef- 
tern  and  Southern  provinces  gave  a decided  ap- 
probation of  their  conduCt,  and  armed  in  a very 
fhort  time  two  thoufand  men  in  their  defence ; 
which  were  in  full  march  for  Port  au  Prince.  Their 
refolution  however  was  fixed,  and  accordingly,  of 
about  one  hundred  members,  to  which  the  colonial 
aflembly  was  reduced  by  ficknefs  and  defection, 
no  lefs  than  eighty-five  (of  whom  fixty-four  were 
fathers  of  families)  a&ually  embarked  on  board  the 
Leopard,  and  on  the  8th  of  Auguft,  took  their  de- 
parture for  Europe  : — a proceeding  which  created 
as  much  furprize  in  the  .governor  and  his  party,  as 
admiration  and  applaufe  among  the  people  at  large. 

Perfons  of  all  ranks  accompanied  the  members  to 
the  place  of  embarkation,  pouring  forth  prayers  for 
their  fuccefs,  and  fhedding  tears  of  fenfibility  and 
affeCtion  for  a conduct  which  was  very  generally 
confiderecl  as  noble  a proof  of  felf- denial,  and  as 
fignal  an  inftance  of  heroick  virtue  and  chriftian 
forbearance  as  any  age  has  exhibited.  A momen- 
tary calm  followed  this  event : — the  parties  in  arms 
appeared  mutually  difpoled  to  fubmit  their  differ- 
ences to  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  the  king  and 
the  national  aflembly,  and  M.  Peynier  relumed, 
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chap,  though  with  a trembling  hand,  the  reins  of  govern- 
m.  ment. 


Such  was  the  iffue  of  the  firft  attempt  to  efta- 
blifh  a free  conflitution  in  the  French  part  of  St. 
Domingo,  on  the  fyftem  of  a limited  monarchy; 
and  it  affords  occafion  for  fome  important  reflec- 
tions. That  the  general  colonial  affembly,  in  their 
decree  of  the  28th  of  May,  exceeded  the  proper 
boundary  of  their  conftitutional  fundlions,  has  been 
frankly  admitted.  This  irregularity,  however,  might 
have  been  corrected  without  bloodfhed  or  violence  ; 
but  there  is  this  misfortune  attending  every  devia- 
tion from  the  rule  of  right,  that,  in  the  conflict  of 
contending  faftions,  the  excefles  of  one  party  are 
ever  confidered  as  the  fulleft  juftification  for  the 
outrages  of  the  other.  For  fome  parts  of  their 
conduct  an  apology  may  be  offered.  The  meafure 
of  fecuring  to  their  interefts  the  crew  of  the  Leo- 
pard, and  the  feizure  of  the  magazine  at  Leogane, 
may  be  vindicated  on  tha  plea  of  felf-defence.  It 
cannot  be  doubted  that  M.  Peynier  had  long  me- 
ditated how  beft  to  reftore  the  ancient  defpotick 
fyftem,  and  that,  jointly  with  M.  Mauduit  and 
others,  he  had  made  preparations  for  that  purpofe. 
He  had  written  to  M.  Luzerne,  the  minifter  in 
France,  that  he  never  intended  to  fuffer  the  colo- 
nial affembly  to  meet;  and  let  it  be  told  in  this 
•place,  in  juftice  to  the  French  miniftry,  that  the 
anfwer  which  he  received  contained  a tacit  difap- 
probation  of  his  mealurcs ; for  M.  Luzerne  recom- 
mended moderate  and  conciliatory  councils.  The 
Governor  proceeded  notwithftanding  in  the  fame 
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career,  and  diftruftful  perhaps  of  the  fidelity  of  the 
French  foldiers,  he  made  application  (as  appeared 
afterward)  to  the  governor  of  the  Havannah  for  a 
reinforcement  of  Spanifh  troops  from  Cuba.  It 
is  evident  therefore  that  he  concurred  entirely  in 
the  plans  of  Mauduit  for  effeiluating  a counter- 
revolution ; and  hence  it  is  reafonable  to  conclude, 
that  the  difcord  and  diftruft  which  prevailed  among 
the  inhabitants ; and  above  all,  the  fatal  diffentions 
that  alienated  the  provincial  affembly  of  the  North, 
from  the  general  affembly  at  St.  Marc’s,  were  in- 
duftrioufly  fomented  and  encouraged  by  M.  Pey- 
nier  and  his  adherents.  Concerning  the  members 
of  the  colonial  affembly,  their  prompt  and  decifive 
determination  to  repair  to  France,  and  furrender 
their  perfons  to  the  fupreme  government,  obviates 
all  impeachment  of  their  loyalty.  Their  attachment 
to  the  mother-country  was  indeed  fecured  by  too 
many  ties  of  intereft  and  felf-prefervation  to  be 
doubted. 

Of  their  reception  by  the  national  affembly, 
and  the  proceedings  adopted  in  confequence  of 
their  arrival  in  Europe,  I fhall  hereafter  have  oc- 
cafion  to  fpeak.  A paufe  in  this  place  feems  re- 
quifitej— for  I have  now  to  introduce  to  the  reader 
the  mournful  hiftory  of  an  unfortunate  individual, 
over  whofe  fad  fate  (however  we  may  condemn  his 
rath  and  ill-concerted  enterprize) 

(i  One  human  tear  may  drop,  and  be  forgiven  I'* 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Rebellion  and  Defeat  of  James  Oge,  a free  .Alan  of 
Colour. 

chap.  From  the  firft  meeting  of  the  general  affembly  of 
IV-  St.  Domingo,  to  its  diffolution  and  difpertion,  as 
related  in  the  preceding  chapters,  the  coloured  peo- 
ple refident  within  the  colony  remained  on  the 
whole  more  peaceable  and  orderly  than  might  have 
been  expe&ed.  The  temperate  and  lenient  difpo- 
fition  manifefted  by  the  affembly  towards  them, 
produced  a beneficial  and  decifive  effedf  in  the 
Weftern  and  Southern  provinces,  and  although  300 
of  them  from  thefe  provinces,  had  been  perfuaded 
by  M.  Mauduit  to  join  the  force  under  his  com- 
mand, they  very  foon  became  fenfible  of  their  error, 
and,  inftead  of  marching  towards  St.  Marc,  as 
Mauduit  propofed,  they  demanded  and  obtained 
their  difmiffion,  and  returned  quietly  to  their  re- 
fpective  habitations.  Such  of  the  mulatto  people 
however  as  refided  at  that  juncture  in  the  mother- 
country,  continued  in  a far  more  hoftile  difpofition; 
and  they  were  encouraged  in  their  animofity  to- 
wards the  white  colonifts  by  parties  of  very  different 
defcriptions.  The  colonial  decree  of  the  28th  of 
May,  1790,  was  no  fooner  made  known  in  France, 
than  it  excited  univerfal  clamour.  Many  perfons  ‘ 
who  concurred  in  nothing  elfe,  united  their  voices 
in  reprobating  the  condudt  of  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Domingo.  The  adherents  of  the  ancient  govern- 
ment 
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ment  were  joined  on  this  occafion  by  the  partizans  chap. 
of  democracy  and  republicanism  To  the  latter,  iv. 
the  conditution  of  1789  was  even  more  odious  than  J 

the  old  tyranny;  and  thefe  men,  with  the  deeped 
and  darked  defigns,  poffeffed  all  that  union,  firm- 
nefs,  and  perfeverance  which  were  neceffary  to  their 
purpofes ; and  which,  as  the  world  has  beheld,  have 
fince  rendered  them  irrefidible.  Thefe  two  fac- 
tions hoped  to  obtain  very  different  ends,  by  the 
fame  means ; and  there  was  another  party  who 
exerted  themfelves  with  equal  affiduity  in  promot- 
ing publick  confufion : thefe  were  the  difeordant 
clafs  of  fpeculative  reformers,  whom  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  reconcile  to  the  new  government,  becaufe 
every  man  among  them  had  probably  formed  a 
favourite  fydem  in  his  own  imagination  which  he 
was  eager  to  recommend  to  others.  I do  not  con- 
fider  the  philanthropick  fociety,  called  Amis  des 
Noirs,  as  another  didind  body,  becaufe  it  appears 
to  me  that  they  were  pretty  equally  divided  between 
the  democratick  party,  and  the  clafs  lad  mentioned. 
Strengthened  by  fuch  auxiliaries,  it  is  not  furprizing 
that  the  efforts  of  this  fociety  fhould  have  operated 
powerfully  on  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were  taught 
to  confider  their  perfonal  wrongs  as  the  caufe  of  the 
nation,  and  have  driven  fome  of  them  into  the 
wilded  exceffes  of  fanaticifm  and  fury. 

Among  fuch  of  thefe  unfortunate  people  refident 
in  France  as  were  thus  inflamed  into  madnefs,was 
a young  man  under  thirty  years  of  age,  named 
James  Oge : he  was  born  in  St.  Domingo,  of  a 
mulatto  woman  who  dill  poffeffed  a coffee  planta- 
tion 
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chap,  tion  in  the  Northern  province,  about  thirty  miles 
iv.  from  Cape  Franqois,  whereon  fhe  lived  very  credit- - 
ably,  and  found  means  out  of  its  profits  to  educate 
her  fon  at  Paris,  and  even  to  fupport  him  there  in 
fome  degree  of  affluence,  after  he  had  obtained  the 
age  of  manhood.  His  reputed  father,  a white  plan- 
ter of  fome  account,  had  been  dead  feveral  years. 

Oge  had  been  introduced  to  the  meetings  of  the 
Amis  des  Noirs,  under  the  patronage  of  Gregoire, 
Briflot  (h).  La  Fayette,  and  Robefpierre  (i),  the 
leading  members  of  that  fociety ; and  was  by  them 
initiated  into  the  popular  doCtrine  of  equality , and 
the  rights  of  man.  Here  it  was  that  he  firll  learnt 
the  miferies  of  his  condition ; the  cruel  wrongs  and 
contumelies  to  which  he  and  all  his  mulatto  bre- 
thren were  expofed  in  the  Weft;  Indies,  and  the 
monftrous  injuftice  and  abfurdity  of  that  prejudice, 

“ which,  (faid  Gregoire)  efhimating  a man's  merit 
“ by  the  colour  of  his  fkin,  has  placed  at  an  im- 
“ menfe  diftance  from  each  other  the  children  of 
“ the  lame  parent ; a prejudice  which  ftifles  the 
“ voice  of  nature,  and  breaks  the  bands  of  frater- 
“ nity  afundcr.” 

That  thefe  are  great  evils  mull  be  frankly  ad- 
mitted, and  it  would  have  been  fortunate  if  fuchmen 
as  Briffot  and  Gregoire,  inftead  of  bewailing  their 
exiftence  and  magnifying  their  extent,  had  applied 
their  talents  in  confidering  of  the  belt  practicable 
means  of  redrefling  them. 


(’:)  Guillotined  31  October,  1793. 

(:)  Guillotined  eS  July,  7794. 

Bur 
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Bitt  thefe  perfons  had  other  objeds  in  view  : — chap. 
their  aim,  as  I have  (hewn,  was  not  to  reform,  but  1 v. 

to  deftroy  ; to  excite  convulfions  in  every  part  of 
the  French  empire ; and  the  ill-fated  Oge  became 
the  tool,  and  was  afte rwards  the  vidim,  of  their 
guilty  ambition. 

He  had  been  led  to  believe,  that  the  whole  body 
of  coloured  people  in  the  French  iflands  were  pre- 
pared to  rife  up  as  one  man  againfc  their  oppref- 
fors ; that  nothing  but  a difcreet  leader  was  want- 
ing, to  let  them  into  adion  ; and,  fondly  conceiv- 
ing that  he  poffeffed  in  his  own  perfon  all  the  qua- 
lities of  an  able  general,  he  determined  to  proceed 
to  St.  Domingo  by  the  fil'd:  opportunity.  To 
cherifh  the  conceit  of  his  own  importance,  and  ani- 
mate his  exertions,  the  fociety  procured  him  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  one  of 
the  German  eledors. 

As  it  was  found  difficult  to  export  a fufficient 
quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  France, 
without  attrading  the  notice  of  the  government, 
and  awakening  fufpicion  among  the  planters  re- 
fident  in  the  mother  country,  the  fociety  re- 
folved  to  procure  thofe  articles  in  North  Ame- 
rica, and  it  was  recommended  to  Oge  to  make 
■a  circuitous  voyage  for  that  purpofe.  Accordingly, 
being  furnidied  with  money  and  letters  of  credit, 
he  embarked  for  New  England  in  the  month  of 
July  1790. 

Bur,  notwithftanding  the  caution  that  was  ob~ 
ferved  in  this  inflance,  tjie  whole  projed  was  pub- 
licity 


HISTORICAL  SURVEY  OF 
lickly  known  at  Paris  previous  to  Oge’s  embarka- 
tion ; and  notice  of  the  fcheme,  and  even  a portrait 
of  Oge  himfelf,  were  tranfmitted  to  St.  Domingo, 
long  before  his  arrival  in  that  ifland.  He  fecretly 
landed  there,  from  an  American  Hoop,  on  the  12th 
of  October  1790,  and  found  means  to  convey  un- 
difcovered  the  arms  and  ammunition  which  he  had 
purchafed,  to  the  place  which  his  brother  had  pre- 
pared  for  their  reception. 

The  firft  notice  which  the  white  inhabitants  re- 
ceived of  Oge’s  arrival,  was  from  himfelf.  He 
difpat ched  a letter  to  the  governor  (Peynier)  wherein, 
after  reproaching  the  governor  and  his  predeceffors 
with  the  non-execution  of  the  Code  Noir , he  de- 
mands, in  very  imperious  terms,  that  the  provi- 
fions  of  that  celebrated  flatute  lliould  be  enforced 
throughout  the  colony ; he  requires  that  the  privi- 
leges enjoyed  by  one  clafs  of  inhabitants  (the  whites) 
fliould  be  extended  to  all  perfons  without  diftinc- 
tion : declares  himfelf  the  protedfor  of  the  mulat- 
toes,  and  announces  his  intention  of  taking  up 
arms  in  their  behalf,  unlefs  their  wrongs  fliould  be 
red  relied. 

About  fix  weeks  had  intervened  between  the 
landing  of  Oge,  and  the  publication  of  this  man- 
date ; in  all  which  time  he  and  his  two  brothers 
had  exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  in  fpreading 
difaffedtion,  and  exciting  revolt  among  the  mu- 
lattoes.  Affurances  were  held  forth,  that  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  mother  country  were  difpofed  to 
affift  them  in  the  recovery  of  their  rights,  and  it 
was  added,  that  the  king  himfelf  was  favourably 
9 inclined 
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inclined  to  their  caufe.  Promifes  were  diftributed  chap, 
to  fome,  and  money  to  others.  But,  notwithftand-  iv. 
ing  all  thefe  efforts,  and  that  the  temper  of  the 
times  was  favourable  to  his  views,  Oge  was  not  able 
to  allure  to  his  flandard  above  200  followers ; and 
of  thefe,  the  major  part  were  raw  and  ignorant 
youths,  unufed  to  difcipline,  and  averfe  to  all  man- 
ner of  fubordination  and  order. 

He  eftablifhed  his  camp  at  a place  called  Grande 
Riviere , about  fifteen  miles  from  Cape  Franqois, 
and  appointed  his  two  brothers,  together  with  one 
Mark  Chavane,  his  lieutenants.  Chavane  was 
fierce,  intrepid,  aftive,  and  enterprizing ; prone  to 
mifchief,  and  thirfty  tor  vengeance.  Oge  himfelf, 
with  all  his  enthufiafm,  was  naturally  mild  and  hu- 
mane : he  cautioned  his  followers  againft  the  (bed- 
ding innocent  blood  but  little  regard  was  paid 
to  his  wilhes  in  this  refpeft : the  firft  white  man 
that  fell  in  their  way  they  murdered  on  the  fpot : a 
fecond,  of  the  name  of  Sicard,  met  the  fame  fate  j 
and  it  is  related,  that  their  cruelty  towards  fuch 
perfons  of  their  own  complexion  as  refufed  to  join 
in  the  revolt  was  extreme.  A mulatto  man  of 
fome  property  being  urged  to  follow  them,  point- 
ed to  his  wife  and  fix  children,  affigning  the  large  - 
nefs  of  his  family  as  a motive  for  wifhing  to  remain 
quiet.  This  conduft  was  confidered  as  contuma- 
cious, and  it  is  alferted,  that  not  only  the  man  him- 
felf, but  the  whole  of  his  family,  were  mafifacred 
without  mercy. 

Intelligence  was  no  fooner  received  at  the 
town  of  Cape  Fran$ois  of  thefe  enormities,  than 

the 
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chap.  the  inhabitants  proceeded,  with  the  utmofh  vigour 
iv.  and  unanimity,  to  adopt  meafures  for  fuppreffing 
the  revolt.  A body  of  regular  troops,  and  the  Cape 
regiment  of  militia,  were  forthwith  difpatched  for 
that  purpofe.  They  foon  invefled  the  camp  of 
the  revolters,  who  made  lefs  refiftance  than  might 
have  been  expedled  from  men  in  their  defperate 
circumftances.  The  rout  became  general ; many 
of  them  were  killed,  and' about  fixty  made  pri- 
foners  ■,  the  reft  difperfed  themfelves  in  the  moun- 
tains. Oge  himfelf,  one  of  his  brothers,  and  Cha- 
vane  his  allociate,  took  refuge  in  the  Spanifh  ter- 
ritories. Of  Oge’s  other  brother  no  intelligence 
was  ever  afterwards  obtained. 

After  this  unfuccefsful  attempt  of  Oge,  and 
his  efcape  from  juftice,  the  difpofition  of  the  white 
inhabitants  in  general  towards  the  mulattoes,  was 
fharpened  into  great  animofity.  The  lower  claffes 
in  particular,  (thofe  whom  the  coloured  people  call 
les  petits  blancs ) breathed  nothing  but  vengeance 
againft  them ; and  very  ferious  apprehenfions  were 
entertained,  in  all  parts  of  the  colony,  of  a profcrip- 
tion  and  maflacre  of  the  whole  body. 

Alarmed  by  reports  of  this  kind,  and  the  ap- 
pearances which  threatened  them  from  all  quarters, 
the  mulattoes  flew  to  arms  in  many  places.  They 
formed  camps  at  Artibonite,  Petit  Goaves,  Jere- 
mie,  and  Les  Cayes.  But  the  largefl:  and  moft  ‘ 
formidable  body  aflembled  near  the  little  town  of 
Ferette.  The  white  inhabitants  collected  them- 
felves in  confiderable  force  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  Colonel  Mauduit,  with  a corps  of  two  hundred 

men 
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tneti  from  the  regiment  of  Port  au  Prince,  haftened  chap. 
to  their  affi  fiance ; but  neither  party  proceeded  to  iv. 
actual  hoftility.  M.  Mauduit  even  left  his  detach- 
ment  at  the  port  of  St.  Marc,  thirty-fix  miles  from 
Verette,  and  proceeding  fingly  and  unattended  to 
the  camp  of  the  mulattoes,  had  a conference  with 
their  leaders.  What  palled  on  that  occafion  was 
never  publickly  divulged.  It  is  certain,  that  the 
mulattoes  retired  to  their  habitations  in  confe- 
quence  of  it  but  the  filence  and  fecrecy  of  M. 

Mauduit,  and  his  influence  over  them,  gave  occa- 
fion to  very  unfavourable  fufpicions,  by  no  means 
tending-  to  conciliate  the  different  clafifes  of  the 

O 

inhabitants  to  each  other.  He  was  charged  with 
having  traiteroufiy  perfuaded  them  not  to  defifb 
from  their  purpofe,  but  only  to  poftpone  their  ven- 
geance to  a more  favourable  opportunity  ; affuring 
them,  with  the  utmofl  folemnity  and  apparent  fin- 
cerity,  that  the  king  himfelf,  and  all  the  friends  of 
the  ancient  government,  were  fecretly  attached  to 
their  caufe,  and  would  avow  and  fupport  it  when- 
ever they  could  do  it  with  advantage ; and  that 
the  time  was  not  far  diflant,  &c.  He  is  faid  to 
have  purfued  the  fame  line  of  conduct  at  Jcremie, 

Les  Cayes,  and  all  the  places  which  he  vifited. 

Every  where  he  held  fecret  confultations  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  mulattoes,  and  thole  people  every 
where  immediately  difperfed.  At  Les  Cayes,  a 
fkirmifh  had  happened  before  his  arrival  there,  in 
which  about  fifty  perfons  on  both  tides  had  loll 
their  lives,  and  preparations  were  making  to  renew 
hoflilities.  The  perfuafions  of  M.  Mauduit  ef- 
Vol.IH.  E fected 
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felled  a truce;  but  Rigaud,  the  leader  of  the  mu- 
lattoes  in  that  quarter,  openly  declared  that  it  was  a 
tranfient  and  deceitful  calm,  and  that  no  peace 
would  be  permanent,  until  one  clafs  of  people  had 
exterminated  the  other. 

In  November  1790,  M.  Peynier  refigned  the  go- 
vernment to  the  lieutenant-general,  and  embarked 
for  Europe; — a circumftance  which  proved  highly 
pleafing  to  the  major  part  of  the  planters: — and  the 
firft  meafure  of  M.  Blanchelande  (k),  the  new 
commander  in  chief,  was  confidered  as  the  earned 
of  a decifive  and  vigorous  adminiftration.  He 
made  a peremptory  demand  of  Oge  and  his  alfo- 
ciates  from  the  Spaniards ; and  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  enforced,  induced  an  immediate  com- 
pliance therewith.  The  wretched  Oge,  and  his 
companions  in  milery,  were  delivered  over,  tire  lat- 
ter end  of  December,  to  a detachment  of  French 
troops,  and  lately  lodged  in  the  jail  of  Cape  Fran- 
cois, with  the  prisoners  formerly  taken  ; and  a corn- 
million  was  foon  afterwards  iffued  to  bring  them  to 
trial.  • 

Their  examinations  were  long  and  frequent - 
and  in  the  beginning  of  March  1791,  l'entence  was 
pronounced.  Twenty  of  Oge’s  deluded  followers, 
among  them  his  own  brother,  were  condemned 
to  be  hanged.  To  Oge  himfelf,  and  his  lieutenant 
Chavane,  a more  terrible  punifhment  was  allot- 
ted : — they  were  adjudged  to  be  broken  alive,  and 


(k)  Guillotined  at  Paris,  1793. 
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left  to  perifh  in  that  dreadful  fituation,  on  the  c H a p„ 
wheel.  iv. 

Tiie  bold  and  hardened  Chavane  met  his  fate  • 

I79I* 

with  unuiual  firmnefs,  and  fuffered  not  a groan  to 
efcape  him  during  the  extremity  of  his  torture: 
but  the  fortitude  of  Oge  deferted  him  altogether. 

When  fentence  was  pronounced,  he  implored 
mercy  with  many  tears,  and  an  abject  fpirit.  He 
promifed  to  make  great  difeoveries  if  his  life  was 
fpared,  declaring  that  he  had  an  important  fecret 
to  communicate.  A refpite  of  twenty-four  hours 
was  accordingly  granted ; but  it  was  not  made 
known  to  the  publick,  at  that  time,  that  he  di- 
vulged any  thing  of  importance.  His  fecret,  if 
any  he  had,  was  believed  to  have  died  with  him. 

It  was  difeovered,  however,  about  nine  months 
afterward,  that  this  moll  unfortunate  young  man 
had  not  only  made  a full  confeffion  of  the  fadls 
that  I have  related,  but  alfo  difclofed  the  dreadful 
plot  in  agitation,  and  the  miferies  at  that  moment 
impending  over  the  colony.  His  lad  folemn  de- 
clarations and  dying  confeffion,  fworn  to  and  figned 
by  himfelf  the  day  before  his  execution,  were  ac- 
tually produced  ; w herein  he  details  at  large  the 
meafures  which  the  coloured  people  had  fallen 
upon  to  excite  the  negro  fiaves  to  rife  into  rebel- 
lion. He  points  out  the  chiefs  by  name,  and  re- 
lates that,  notwithstanding  his  own  defeat,  a gene- 
ral revolt  would  actually  have  taken  place  in  the 
month  of  February  preceding,  if  an  extraordinary 
flood  of  rain,  and  confequent  inundation  from  the 
rivers,  had  not  prevented  it.  He  declares  that  the 
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ringleaders  ft  ill  maintained  the  fame  atrocious  pro* 
jedt,  and  held  their  meetings  in  certain  fubterranean 
paflages,  or  caves,  in  the  parifh  of  La  Grande  Ri- 
viere, to  which  he  offers,  if  his  life  might  be  fpared, 
to  conduft  a body  of  troops,  fo  that  the  confpirators 
might  be  fecured. 

The  perfons  before  whom  this  confeffion  and 
narrative  were  made,  were  the  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpofe  of  taking  Oge’s  examina- 
tion, by  the  fuperior  council  of  the  Northern  pro- 
vince, of  which  body  they  were  alfo  members  (l) . 
Whether  this  court  (all  the  members  of  which 
were  devotedly  attached  to  the  ancient  fyftem)  de- 
termined of  it  felt  to  fupprefs  evidence  of  fuch  great 
concern  to  the  colony,  or  was  diredted  on  this  oc- 
cafion  by  the  fuperior  officers  in  the  adminiftration 
of  the  government,  has  never  been  clearly  made 
known.  Suppreffed  it  certainly  was,  and  the  mi- 
ferable  Oge  hurried  to  immediate  execution ; i'eem- 
ingly  to  prevent  the  further  communication,  and 
full  difclofure  of  fo  weighty  a fecret ! 

Christian  charity  might  lead  us  to  fuppofe 
that  the  commiffioners  by  whom  Oge’s  examina- 
tion was  taken,  difregarded  and  negledted  (rather 
than  fuppreffed)  his  information ; confidering  it 
merely  as  the  (hallow  artifice  of  a miferable  man  to 
obtain  a mitigation  ot  the  dreadful  puniftunent 
which  awaited  him,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  credit. 
It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the  commiffioners 
made  this  excufe  for  themfelves ; and  the  caution, 

(l)  Their  names  were  Antoine  Etienne  Ruoite,  and  Fran- 
cois Joieph  de  Vertierres. 
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circumfpecftion,  and  fecrecy  which  marked  their  chap. 
condudt,  leave  no  room  for  fuch  a fuppofition.  iv. 
The  planters  at  large  fcrupled  not  to  declare,  that  ^77^7"^ 
the  royahfts  in  the  colony,  and  the  philanthropick 
and  republican  party  in  the  mother-country,  were 
equally  criminal ; and  tbemfeives  made  victims  to 
the  blind  purpofes,  and  unwarrantable  paffions,  of 
two  defperate  and  malignant  factions. 

Of  men  who  openly  and  avowedly  aimed  at  the 
fubverfion  of  all  good  order  and  fubordination,  we 
may  eafily  credit  the  world;  but  it  will  be  difficult 
to  point  out  any  principle  of  rational  policy  by 
which  the  royalifts  could  have  been  influenced  to 
concur  in  the  ruin  of  fo  noble  and  beautiful  a part 
of  the  French  empire.  Their  conduct  therefore 
remains  wholly  inexplicable,  or  we  muft  admit 
they  were  guided  by  a lpirit  of  Machiavelian  po- 
licy— a principle  of  refined  cunning,  which  always 
defeats  its  own  purpole.  They  muft  have  encou- 
raged the  vain  and  fallacious  idea  that  fcenes  of 
bloodfhed,  devaluation,  and  ruin,  in  different  parts 
of  the  French  dominions,  would  induce  the  great 
body  of  the  people  to  look  back  with  regret  to 
their  former  government,  and  lead  them  by  de- 
grees to  co-operate  in  the  fcheme  of  effecting  a 
counter-revolution ; regarding  the  evils  of  anarchy, 
as  lefs  tolerable  than  the  dead  repofe  of  defpotifm. 

If  fuch  were  their  motives,  we  can  only  afcribe  them 
to  that  infatuation  with  which  Providence  (as  wife 
men  have  obferved,  and  hiftory  evinces}  blinds  a 
people  devoted  to  dejlrudion. 

* . E 3 
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CHAP.  V. 

Proceedings  in  France — Majfacre  of  Colonel  Mauduit 
in  St.  Domingo — and  fatal  Decree  cf  the  National 
Affembly  of  the  i $t/i  Play  1791. 

I n detailing  the  tragical  ftory  of  the  miferable 
Oge,  I have  chofen  to  continue  my  narrative  un- 
broken : but  it  is  now  time  to  call  the  reader  home- 
wards, and  direct  his  attention  to  the  meafures 
adopted  by  the  national  affembly,  in  confequence 
of  advices  received  from  all  parts  of  St.  Domingo, 
concerning  the  proceedings  of  the  colonial  affembly 
which  met  at  St.  Marc’s. 

The  eighty-five  members,  whofe  embarkation 
for  France  has  already  been  noticed,  arrived  at 
Breft  on  the  13th  of  September  1790.  They  were 
received  on  landing  by  all  ranks  of  people,  and 
even  by  men  in  authority,  with  congratulation  and 
fir  outs  of  applaufe.  The  fame  honours  were  fhevvn 
to  them  as  would  have  been  paid  to  the  national 
affembly.  Their  expcnces  were  defrayed,  and 
fums  of  money  railed  for  their  future  occasions  by 
a voluntary  and  very  general  fubfcription ; but 
thele  teftimonies  of  refpect  and  kindnefs  ferved 
only  to  encreafe  the  disappointment  which  they 
foon  afterwards  experienced  in  the  capital ; where 
a very  different  reception  awaited  them.  They 
had  the  mortification  to  difcover  that  their  ene- 
mies had  been  beforehand  with  them.  Depu- 
ties 
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ties  were  already  arrived  from  the  provincial  aflembly 
of  the  North,  who  joining  with  the  agents  of  Pey-  v. 


n-ier  and  Mauduit,  had  lo  effectually  prevailed  with 
M.  Barnave  (a),  the  prefident  of  the  committee 
for  the  colonies,  that  they  found  their  caufe  pre- 
judged, and  their  conduit  condemned,  without  a 
hearing.  The  national  aflembly  had  iflued  a pe- 
remptory order,  on  the  21ft  of  September,  directing 
them  to  attend  at  Paris,  and  wait  there  for  further 
directions.  Their  prompt  obedience  to  this  order 
procured  them  no  favour.  They  were  allowed  a 
tingle  audience  only,  and  then  indignantly  difmifled 
from  the  bar.  They  folicited  a fecond,  and  an 
opportunity  of  being  confronted  with  their  adver- 
faries  : the  national  aflembly  refuted  their  requeft, 
and  directed  the  colonial  committee  to  haften  its 
report  concerning  their  conduct.  On  the  nth  of 
Qftober,  this  report  was  prefented  by  M.  Barnave. 
It  comprehended  a detail  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  colonial  aflembly,  from  its  firfh  meeting  at  St. 
Marc’s,  and  cenlured  their  general  condudt  in  terms 
of  great  afperity ; reprefenting  it  as  flowing  from 
motives  of  difaffedhion  towards  the  mother-country, 
and  an  impatience  of  fubordination  to  conftitutional 
authority  and  good  government.  The  report  con- 
cluded by  recommending,  “ that  all  the  pretended 
“ decrees  and  acts  of  the  faid  colonial  aflembly, 
“ fhould  be  reverled,  and  pronounced  utterly  null 
“ and  of  no  effedt ; that  the  faid  aflembly  fhould 
“ be  declared  diflolved,  ajrd  its  members  rendered 


(a)  Guillotined  December  i5  1793. 
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chap,  “ ineligible  and  incapable  of  being  delegated  in 
v.  <e  future  to  the  colonial  affembly  of  St.  Domingo; 
“ that  teftimonies  of  approbation  fhould  be  tranf- 
“ mitted  to  the  Northern  provincial  affembly,  to 
“ Colonel  Mauduit  and  the  regiment  of  Port  au 
“ Prince,  for  refitting  the  proceedings  at  St.  Marc’s ; 
li  that  the  king  fhould  be  requefted  to  give  orders 
“ f°r  the  forming  a new  colonial  affembly  on  the 
“ principles  of  the  national  decree  of  the  8th  of 
March  179°?  an(J  inftrudtions  of  the  28th  of  the 
“ fame  month  ; finally,  that  the  ci-devant  members, 
(<  then  in  France,  fhould  continue  in  a ftate  of  arreft, 
“ until  the  national  affembly  might  find  time  to 
figrify  its  further  pleafure  concerning  them.”  A 
decree  to  this  effect  was  accordingly  voted  on  the 
12th  of  October,  by  a very  large  majority;  and  the 
king  was  requefted,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fend  out 
an  augmentation  of  force,  both  naval  and  military, 
for  the  better  fupporting  the  regal  authority  in  St. 
Domingo. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  defcribe  the  furprife  and  indig- 
nation which  the  news  of  this  decree  excited  in  St. 
Domingo,  except  among  the  partizans  of  the  former 
government.  By  them  it  was  regarded  as  the  firft 
ftep  towards  the  revival  of  the  ancient  fyftem  ; by 
moft  other  perfons  it  was  confidered  as  a dereliction 
by  the  national  affembly  of  all  principle  ; and  the 
orders  for  electing  a new  colonial  affembly  were  fo 
little  regarded,  that  many  of  the  parilhes  pofitively- 
rcfufed  to  choofe  other  deputies  until  the  fate  of 
their  former  members,  at  that  time  in  France, 
fhould  be  decided ; declaring,  that  they  (till  confi- 
§ dered 
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dered  thole  perfons  as  the  legal  reprefentatives  of  chap, 
the  colony.  One  immediate  and  apparent  effed  v. 
of  this  decree  was,  to  heighten  and  inflame  the  po-  v— 
pular  refentment  againd  Mauduit  and  his  regiment. 

The  reader  has  already  been  made  acquainted  with 
fome  particulars  concerning  this  officer ; and  to  what 
has  been  faid  of  his  general  charader,  and  his  in- 
temperate zeal  for  the  re-edablifhment  of  the  regal 
authority  in  its  fulled  extent,  it  may  be  added,  that 
he  was  the  more  dangerous,  becaufe  he  was  gene- 
rous in  his  difpofition,  and  even  profufeinhis  bounty, 
towards  his  foldiers.  In  return,  the  attachment  of 
his  regiment  towards  his  perfon  appeared  to  exceed 
the  ufual  limits  of  obedience  and  duty  (b). 

The  maflacre  of  this  man  by  thofe  very  troops, 
a fhort  time  after  the  notification  of  the  aforefaid 
decree,  affords  fo  driking  an  indance  of  that  cruel 
and  ungovernable  difpofition,  equally  impetuous 
and  incondant,  which  prevailed,  and  I am  afraid  dill 
continues  to  prevail,  amongd  the  lower  clafles  of 
the  people  throughout  all  the  French  dominions, 
that  I conceive  a brief  recital  of  the  circumdances 
attending  his  murder  will  not  be  thought  an  unne- 
ceffary  digreflion, 

I have,  in  a former  place  (c ),  given  fome  account 
of  the  proceedings  of  M.  Peynier,  the  late  governor, 
againd  certain  perfons  who  compofed  what  was 
called  the  committee  of  the  Wedern  provincial 

(b)  After  his  example  they  had  reje&ed  the  national  cockade, 
and  wore  a white  feather  in  their  hats,  the  fymbol,  or  avowed, 
fignal,  of  the  royal  party. 

(c)  Chap,  iii,  j 
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affembly,  and  of  the  attempt  by  M.  Mauduit  ta 
feize  by  force  the  individuals  who  compofed  that 
committee.  This  happened  on  the  29th  of  luly, 
1790  ; and  I obferved  that  the  circumftance  of  M. 
Mauduit’s  carrying  off  the  colours  from  a detach- 
ment of  the  national  guards  on  that  occafion,  ulti- 
mately terminated  in  his  defjtrudfion. 

The  cafe  was,  that  not  only  the  detachment 
from  whom  their  enfign  was  taken,  but  the  whole 
of  the  national  guards  throughout  the  colony,  con- 
iklered  this  act  as  the  molt  outrageous  and  unpar- 
donable infult  that  could  poflibly  be  offered  to  a 
body  of  men,  who  had  fworn  fidelity  to  the  new 
conflitution  ; and  nothing  but  the  dread  of  the  fupe- 
rior  difcipline  of  the,  veterans  compofing  the  Port 
au  Prince  regiment  (which  Mauduit  commanded)- 
prevented  them  from  exercifing  exemplary  ven- 
geance on  the  author  of  their  difgrace.  This  regi- 
ment therefore,  being  implicated  in  the  crime  of 
their  commanding  officer,  was  regarded  by  the  other 
troops  with  hatred  and  deteftation. 

On  the  3d  of  March  1791,  two  fhips  of  the  line 
Le  Fougueux  and  Le  Boree,  arrived  from  France, 
with  two  battalions  of  the  regiments  of  Artois  and 
Normandy ; and  when  it  is  known  that  thefe  troops 
had  been  vifited  by  the  crew  of  the  Leopard,  it 
will  not  appear  furprifing  that,  on  their  landing  at 
Port  au  Prince,  they  fhould  have  manifefted  the 
fame  hoftile  difpofition  towards  Mauduit’s  regiment, 
as  was  (hewn  by  the  national  guards.  They  refu fed  all 
manner  of  communication  or  intercourfe  with  them, 
and  even  declined  to  enter  into  any  of  their  places 
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of  refort.  They  confidered,  or  affedted  to  confider, 
them,  as  enemies  to  the  colony,  and  traitors  to  their 
country.  This  conduct  in  the  new-comers  towards 
the  ill-fated  regiment,  foon  made  a wonderful  im- 
preffion  on  the  minds  of  both  officers  and  privates 
of  the  regiment  itfelt  $ and  mutual  reproach  and 
accufation  fpread  through  the  whole  corps.  The 
white  feather  was  indignantly  torn  from  their  hats, 
and  dark  and  fullen  looks  towards  their  once-loved 
commander,  indicated  not  only  that  he  had  loft 
their  confidence,  but  alfo  that  he  was  the  objedt  of 
meditated  mifchief.  Mauduit  foon  perceived  the 
full  extent  of  his  danger,  and  fearing  to  involve 
the  governor  (M.  Blanchelande)  and  his  family, 
in  the  ruin  which  awaited  himfelf,  he  advifed 
them  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Cape 
Francois,  while  they  could  do  it  with  fafety ; and 
Blanchelande,  for  which  he  was  afterwards  much 
cenlured,  followed  this  advice.  Mauduit  then  har- 
rangued  his  grenadiers,  to  whom  he  had  always 
fhewn  great  kindnefs,  and  told  them  that  he  was 
willing,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  to  reftore  to  the  na- 
tional troops  the  colours  which  he  had  formerly  taken 
from  them ; and  even  to  carry  them,  with  his  own 
hands,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and  depofit  them 
in  the  church  in  which  they  had  been  ufually  lodged : 
but  he  added,  that  he  depended  on  their  affection 
and  duty  to  protedt  him  from  perfonal  infult,  while 
making  this  ample  apology.  The  faithlefs  grena- 
diers declared  that  they  would  protedt  him  with 
their  lives. 

The  next  day  the  ceremony  took  place,  and 
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p>  Mauduit  rcftored  the  colours,  as  he  had  prom i fed* 
before  a vaft  croud  of  fpedators.  At  that  moment* 
one  of  his  own  foldiers  cried  aloud,  that  he  rnuji  ajh 
par  don  of  the  national  troops  on  his  knees-,  and  the  whole 
regiment  applauded  the  propofal.  Mauduit  ftarted 
back  with  indignation*  and  offered  his  bofom  to 
their  fwords : — it  was  pierced  with  a hundred 
wounds,  all  of  them  infii&ed  by  his  own  men,  while 
not  a tingle  hand  was  lifted  up  in  his  defence.  The 
fpeftators  flood  motionlefs,  either  -through  hatred 
to  the  man,  or  furprife  at  the  treachery  and  cowardice 
of  the  foldiers.  Such  indeed  was  the  bafenefs  of 
thefe  wretches,  that  no  modern  language  can  de- 
fcribe,  but  in  terms  which  would  not  be  endured, 
the  horrible  enormities  that  were  pra&ifed  on  the 
dead  body  of  their  wretched  commander.  It  was. 
referved  for  the  prefent  day  to-  behold,  for  the  firfl 
time,  a civilized  nation  exceeding  in  feats  of  cruelty 
and  revenge  the  favages  of  North  America.  1 grieve 
to  add,  that  many  other  dreadful  inftances-might  be 
recited  in  confirmation  of  this  remark^ c ). 


( c ) The  following  anecdote,  though  fliocking  to  humanity,. 
I have  thought  too  extraordinary  to  omit.  It  was  communi- 
cated to  me  by  a French  gentleman  who  was  at  St.  Domingo 
at  the  time,  and  knew  the  fa£t ; but  decency  has  induced  me  to 
veil  it  in  a learned  language.  Mauduito  vix  mortuo,  unus  de 
ttnilitibus , dum  cadaver  caliditm , et  cruore  adhuc  fiuente  madidum , in 
pavimentum  eeeleflce  epiflcopalis  pacuit , fleam  diflringens , genitalia 
cor  am  popnlo  ahflcldit , et  membra  truncata  in  ciflarn  componens  ad' 
feminam  nobilem , quam  afnicam  Mauduito  Jlatuit , ut  legatum  de  mor- 
tuo attulit.  It  may  afford  the  reader  fome  confolation  to  find 
that  the  murder  of  their  commanding  officer  by  his  own  regi- 
ment, excited  in  all  the  other  troops  no  other  fentiments  than 
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\V hile  thefe  fhameful  enormities  were  parting  in  c h a p> 
St.  Domingo,  the  fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirs  in  the  v* 
mother-country  were  but  too  fuccefsfully  employed 
in  deviling  projeds  which  gave  birth  to  deeds  of 
ftill  greater  horror,  and  produced  fcenes  that  trans- 
formed the  molt  beautiful  colony  in  the  world  into 
a field  of  defolation  and  carnage. 

Although  it  muft  have  occurred  to  every  un- 
prejudiced mind,  from  the  circumftances  that  havft 
been  related  concerning  the  behaviour  of  the  mu- 
lattoes  refident  in  the  colony,  that  the  general  body 
of  thofe  people  were  by  no  means  averfe  to  conci- 
liation with  the  whites,  yet  it  was  found  impoffible 
toperfuade  their  pretended  friends  in  Europe  to  leave 
the  affairs  of  St.  Domingo  to  their  natural  courfe. 

O 

Barnave  alone  (hitherto  the  mod:  formidable  op- 
ponent of  the  prejudices  and  pretentions  of  the  co- 
lonies) avowed  his  convidion  that  any  further  in- 
terference of  the  mother-country  in  the  queftion 
between  the  whites  and  the  coloured  people,  would 
be  produdive  of  fatal  confequences.  Such  an  opi- 
nion was  entitled  to  greater  refped,  as  coming  from 
a man  who,  as  prefident  of  the  colonial  committee, 
muflbefuppofed  to  have  acquired  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  fubjed ; but  he  was  heard  without  con- 
vidion.  There  are  enthufiafts  in  politicks  as  well  as 
in  religion,  and  it  commonly  happens  with  fanaticks 
in  each,  that  the  recantation  of  a few  of  their  number 

thofe  of  indignation  againft  his  murderers.  They  were  com- 
pelled to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  were  fent  prifoners  to  France ; 
but  I fear  they  efcaped  the  punifhment  due  to  their  crimes. 
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chap,  ferves  only  to  ftrengthen  the  errors,  and  animate  the 
v-  purpofes  of  the  reft.  It  was  now  refolved  by  Gre- 
goire,  La  Fayette,  Briffot,  and  fome  other  peftilent 
reformers,  to  call  in  the  fupreme  legiflative  authority 
of  the  French  government  to  give  effedt  to  their 
projedts;  and  that  the  reader  may  clearly  underftand 
the  nature  and  complexion  of  the  mifchief  that  was 
meditated,  and  of  thofe  meafures  to  which  the  ruin 
of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo  is  immediately 
to  be  attributed,  it  is  neceffary,  in  the  firfl  place,  to 
recal  his  attention  to  the  national  decree  of  the  8th 
of  March  1790,  of  which  an  account  vras  given  in 
the  fecond  chapter. 

By  that  decree,  as  the  reader  mult  have  remem- 
bered, the  national  affembly,  among  other  things, 
difclaimed  all  right  of  interference  in  the  local  and 
interior  concerns  of  the  colonies ; and  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  if  this  declaration  had  been  faithfully 
interpreted  and  adled  upon,  it  umuld  have  contri- 
buted, in  a very  eminent  degree,  to  the  refloration 
of  peace  and  tranquillity  in  St.  Domingo.  To 
render  it  therefore  of  as  little  effect  as  potfible,  and 
fo  add  fuel  to  the  fire  which  perhaps  would  other- 
wife  have  become  extinguifhed,  it  had  been  infi- 
dioully  propofed  in  the  national  affembly,  within 
a few  days  after  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  March 
bad  pafled,  to  tranfmit  with  it  to  the  governor  of 
St.  Domingo,  a code,  or  chapter,  of  inftruftions,  for 
its  due  and  pundtual  obfervance  and  execution. 
Accordingly,  on  the  2 8th  of  the  fame  month,  in- 
flrudtions  which  were  faid  to  be  calculated  for  that 
purpofe,  were  prefented  and  decreed.  They  con- 
fided 
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filled  of  eighteen  articles,  and  contained,  among  c 
other  things,  a direction  “ that  every  perfon  of  the 
“ age  of  twenty-five  and  upwards,  pofleffing  pro- 
«c  perty,  or  having  refided  two  years  in  the  colony, 

« and  paid  taxes,  (hould  be  permitted  to  vote  in 
« the  formation  of  the  colonial  afiembly.” 

The  friends  of  the  colonifls  having  at  that  time 
feats  in  the  national  afiembly,  oppofed  the  meafure 
chiefly  on  the  ground  of  its  repugnancy  to  the  de- 
cree of  the  8th  ; it  being  evidently,  they  urged,  an 
interference  in  the  local  arrangements  and  interior 
regulations  of  the  colonial  government.  It  does 
not  appear  (notwithftanding  what  has  fince  been 
afierted  to  the  contrary)  that  they  entertained  an 
idea  that  the  mulatto  people  were  diredlly  or  indi- 
redlly  concerned.  The  framers  and  fupporters  of 
the  meafure  pretended  that  it  went  only  to  the 
modification  of  the  privilege  of  voting  in  the  pa- 
rochial meetings,  which  it  was  well  known,  under 
the  old  government,  had  been  confiituted  of  white 
perfons  only.  The  coloured  people  had  in  no  in- 
flance  attended  thofe  meetings,  nor  fet  up  a claim, 
or  even  exprefled  a defire,  to  take  any  part  in  the 
bufinefs  tranfadled  thereat.  But  thefe  milructions 
were  no  fooner  adopted  by  the  national  afiembly, 
and  converted  into  a decree,  than  its  framers  and 
fupporters  threw  off  the  mafic,  and  the  mulattoes 
refident  in  the  mother-country,  as  well  as  the  fo- 
ciety  of  Amis  des  Noirs,  failed  not  to  apprize  their 
friends  and  agents  in  St.  Domingo,  that  the  people 
of  colour,  not  being  excepted,  were  virtually  com- 
prized in  it.  Thefe,  however,  not  thinking  thern- 
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chap,  felves  fufficiently  powerful  to  enforce  the  claim,  or# 
v.  perhaps,  doubting  the  real  meaning  of  the  decree, 
fent  deputies  to  France  to  demand  an  explanation 
of  it  from  the  national  affembly. 

In  the  beginning  of  May  1791,  the  confedera- 
tion of  this  fubjedt  was  brought  forward  by  Abbe 
Gregoire,  and  the  claim  of  the  free  mulattoes 
to  the  full  benefit  of  the  inftrudtions  of  the  28th  of 
March  1790,  and  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
enjoyed  by  the  white  inhabitants,  citizens  of  the 
French  colonies,  was  fupported  with  all  that  warmth 
and  eloquence  for  which  he  wasdiftinguiflied.  Un- 
fortunately, at  this  juncture,  the  news  of  the  mifer- 
able  death  of  Oge  arrived  at  Paris,  and  raifed  a 
ftorm  of  indignation  in  the  minds  of  all  ranks  of 
people,  which  the  planters  retident  in  France  were 
unable  to  refift.  Nothing  was  heard  in  all  compa- 
nies but  declamations  againft  their  oppreffion  and 
cruelty.  To  fupport  and  animate  the  popular  out- 
cry againft  them,  a tragedy  or  pantomime,  formed 
on  the  ftory  of  Oge,  was  reprefented  on  the  publick 
theatres.  By  thele,  and  other  means,  the  planters 
were  become  fo  generally  odious,  that  for  a time 
they  dared  not  to  appear  in  the  ftreets  of  Paris. 
Thefe  were  the. arts  by  which  Gregoire,  Condorcet, 
La  Fayette,  Briffot,  and  Robefpiere  difpofed  the 
publick  mind  to  clamour  for  a new  and  expla- 
natory decree,  in  which  the  rights  of  the  coloured 
people  ihould  be  placed  beyond  all  future  doubts 
and  difpute.  The  friends  and  advocates  of  the 
planters  were  overpowered  and  confounded.  In 
vain  did  they  predict  the  utter  deftru&ion  of  the 

colonies 
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colonies  if  fuch  a propofal  fhould  pafs  into  a law. 
“ Perifh  the  colonies,”  faid  Robefpierre,  “ ra- 
“ ther  than  facrifice  one  iota  of  our  principles.” 
The  majority  reiterated  the  fentiment,  and  the 
famous  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  1791  was  pro- 
nounced amidffc  the  acclamation  and  applaufe  of 
the  multitude. 

By  this  decree  it  was  declared  and  enacted, 
“ that  the  people  of  colour  refident  in  the  Frencli 
colonies,  born  of  free  parents,  were  entitled  to,  as 
of  right,  and  fhould  be  allowed  the  enjoyment  of, 
all  the  privileges  of  French  citizens,  and,  among 
others,  to  thofe  of  having  votes  in  the  choice  of 
reprefentatives,  and  of  being  eligible  to  feats  both  in 
the  parochial  and  colonial  afemblies.',  Tims  did  the 
national  affembly  fweep  away  in  a moment  all  the 
laws,  ufages,  prejudices,  and  opinions  concerning 
thefe  people,  which  had  exifted  in  the  French 
colonies  from  their  earlieft  fettlement,  and  tear  up 
by  the  roots  the  firft  principle  of  a free  confti- 
tution  : — a principle  founded  on  the  cleareft  dic- 
tates of  reafon  and  juftice,  and  exprefsly  confirmed 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  French  Weft  Indies  by 
the  national  decree  of  the  8th  of  March  1790; 
I mean,  the  foie  and  exchfive  right  of  pajfng  lazus 
for  their  local  and  interior  regulation  and  government . 
The  colonial  committee,  of  which  M.  Barnave  was 
prefident,  failed  not  to  apprize  the  national  atTem- 
bly  of  the  fatal  confequences  of  this  meafure,  and 
immediately  fufpended  the  exercife  of  its  functions. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  deputies  from  the  colonies 
fignified  their  purpofe  to  decline  any  further  at- 
Vol.  III.  F tendance. 


66 


HISTORICAL  SURVEY  OF 
chap,  tendance.  The  only  effect  produced  by  thefe  mea- 
v-  fures  however,  on  the  national  affemblv,  was  an 
order  that  the  three  civil  commiffioners,  who  had 
been  appointed  in  February  preceding  for  regu- 
lating the  affairs  of  the  colonies  on  the  fpot,  fhould 
immediately  repair  thither,  and  fee  the  national 
decrees  duly  enforced.  The  confequences  in  St. 
Domingo  will  be  related  in  the  following  chap- 
ter (d). 

( d)  It  has  been  confidently  aflerted,  that  La  Fayette,  in  order 
to  fecure  a majority  on  this  queflion,  introduced  into  the  na- 
tional afi'embly  no  lefs  than  eighty  perfons  who  were  not  mem- 
bers, but  who  fat  and  voted  as  fuch.  This  man  had  formerly 
been  poffeffed  of  a plantation  at  Cayenne,  with  feventy  negro 
Haves  thereon,  which  he  had  fold,  without  any  fcruple  or  ftipuia- 
tion  concerning  the  fituation  of  the  negroes,  the  latter  end  of 
1789,  and  from  that  time  enrolled  himfelf  among  the  friends  of 
the  blacks.  The  mere  Engiifh  reader,  who  may  be  perfonally 
unacquainted  with  the  Well  Indies,  will  probably  confider  the 
clamour  which  was  raifed  on  this  occafion  by  the  French  planters 
as  equally  illiberal  and  unjuft.  The  planters  in  the  Britifli  Weft 
Indies  will  perhaps  bring  the  cafe  home  to  themfelves ; and  I 
have  no  hefitation  in  faving,  that,  fuppofing  the  Englilh  parlia- 
ment Ihould  pafs  a law  declaring,  for  inftance,  the  free  mulattoes 
of  Jamaica  to  be  eligible  into  the  affemblv  of  that  ifland,  fuch  a 
meafure  would  prove  there,  as  it  proved  in  St.  Domingo,  the 
declaration  of  civil  war.  On  mere  abftraft  reafoning  this  may 
appear  llrange  and  unjuftifiable;  but  we  mu  ft  take  mankind  as 
we  find  them,  and  few  inftances  occur  in  which  the  prejudices 
of  habit,  education,  and  opinion  have  been  corrected  by  force. 
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Conferences  in  St.  Domingo  of  the  Decree  of  the  \$th 
of  May — Rebellion  of  the  Negroes  in  the  Northern 
Province , and  Enormities  committed  by  them — ■ 

Revolt  of  • the  Mulattoes  at  Mirebalais — Concor- 
dat or  Truce  betvoeen  the  Inhabitants  of  Port  au 
Prince  and  the  Men  of  Colour  of  the  wth  of  Sep- 
tember— Proclamation  by  the  National  AJfembly  of 
the  20 th  of  September. 

I am  now  to  enter  on  the  retrofpedf  of  Scenes,  the  chap. 
horrors  of  which  imagination  cannot  adequately  VI- 
conceive  nor  pen  defcribe.  The  difputes  and  con-  179I. 
tefts  between  different  claffes  of  French  citizens, 
and  the  violences  of  malignant  faftions  towards 
each  other,  no  longer  claim  attention.  Such  a 
pidure  of  human  mifery ; — fuch  a fcene  of  woe, 
prefents  itfelf,  as  no  other  country,  no  former  age 
has  exhibited.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
favage  people,  habituated  to  the  barbarities  of 
Africa,  avail  themfelves  of  the  filence  and  obfcu- 
rity  of  the  night,  and  fall  on  the  peaceful  and  un- 
fufpicious  planters,  like  fo  many  famifhed  tygers 
thirfting  for  human  blood.  Revolt,  conflagration, 
and  maflacre,  every  where  mark  their  prcgrefs ; 
and  death,  in  all  its  horrors,  or  cruelties  and  out- 
rages, compared  to  which  immediate  death  is 
mercy,  await  alike  the  old  and  the  young,  the 
matron,  the  virgin,  and  the  helplefs  infant.  No 
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. condition,  age,  of  fex  is  fpared.  All  the  fhocking 
and  fhameful  enormities,  with  which  the  fierce 
J and  unbridled  paflions  of  favage  man  have  ever 
conducted  a war,  prevail  uncontrouled.  The  rage 
of  fire  confumes  what  the  fword  is  unable  to  de- 
ftroy,  and,  in  a few  difmal  hours,  the  moft  fertile 
and  beautiful  plains  in  the  .world  are  converted 
into  one  vaft  field  of  carnage; — a wildernefs  of  de- 
flation ! 

There  is  indeed  too  much  reafon  to  believe, 
that  thele  mileries  would  have  occurred  in  St.  Do- 
mingo, in  a great  degree,  even  if  the  proceedings 
of  the  National  Aflembly,  as  related  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  preceding  chapter,  had  been  more  tem- 
perate, and  if  the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  had 
never  pafTed  into  a law.  The  declarations  of  the 
dying  Oge  fufficiently  point  cut  the  mifehief  that 
was  meditated,  long  before  that  obnoxious  de- 
cree was  promulgated.  But  it  may  be  affirmed, 
with  truth  and  certainty,  that  this  fatal  meafure 
gave  life  and  activity  to  the  poifon.  It  was  the 
brand  by  which  the  flames  were  lighted,  and  the 
combuftibles  that  were  prepared  let  into  action. 
Intelligence  having  been  received  of  it  at  Cape 
Francois  on  the  30th  of  June,  no  words  can  de- 
feribs  the  rape  and  indignation  which  immediately 
fpread  throughout  the  colony;  and  in  no  place  did 
the  inhabitants  breathe  greater  refentment  than  in’ 
the  town  of  the  Cape,  which  had  hitherto  been 
foremoft  in  profeffions  of  attachment  to  the  mo- 
ther-country, and  in  promoting  the  fpirit  of  dif- 
un-ion  and  oppofition  in  the  colonial  aflembly. 

They 
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They  now  unanimoufly  determined  to  rejeft  the 
civick  oath,  although  great  preparations  had  been 
made  for  a general  federation  on  the  14th  of  July, 
The  news  of  this  decree  feemed  to  unite  the  molt 

o 

’ difcordant  interefts.  In  the  firft  tranfports  of  in- 
dignation it  was  proposed  to  feize  ail  the  Ihips,  and 
confifcate  the  effedts  of  the  French  merchants  then 
in  the  harbour.  An  embargo  was  actually  laid, 
and  a motion  was  even  made  in  the  provincial  al- 
fembly  to  pull  down  the  national  colours,  and  hoift 
the  Britiflr  ftandard  in  their  room.  The  national 
•cockade  was  every  where  trodden  under  foot,  and 
the  governor-general,  who  continued  a forrowful 
and  filent  fpedtator  of  thefe  excefles,  found  his  au- 
thority, as  reprefentative  of  the  parent  country, 
together  with  every  idea  of  colonial  fubordination 
in  the  people,  annihilated  in  a moment. 

The  fears  and  apprehenfions  which  the  governor 
felt  on  this  o'ccafion  have  been  well  defcribed  by 
that  officer  himfelf,  in  a memorial  which  he  after- 
wards published  concerning-  his  adminiftration. 
“ Acquainted  (he  obferves)  with  the  genius  and 
“ temper  of  the  white  colonifts,  by  a refidence  of 
“ feven  years  in  the  Windward  Iflands,  and  well 
“ informed  of  the  grounds  and  motives  of  their 
“ prejudices  and  opinions  concerning  the  people  of 
“ colour,  I immediately  forefavv  the  difturbances 
“ and  dangers  which  the  news  of  this  ill-advifed  mea- 
“ fure  would  inevitably  produce;  and  not  having 
“ it  in  my  power  to  lupprefs  the  communication 
“ of  it,  I loft  no  time  in  apprizing  the  king’s  mini- 
“ Iters  of  the  general  difcontent  and  violent  fermen- 
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“ tation  which  it  excited  in  the  colony.  To  my 
vr.  “ own  obfervations,  I added  thofe  of  many  re- 

flf  “ fpeCtable,  lober,  and  difpaflionate  men,  whom  I 

“ thought  it  my  duty  to  confult  in  fo  critical,  a 
“ conjuncture ; and  I concluded  my  letter  by  ex- 
“ prefling  my  fears  that  this  decree  would  prove 
“ the  death-warrant  of  many  thoufands  of  the  inha- 
“ bitants.  The  event  has  mournfully  verified  my 
“ predictions !” 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  provincial  af- 
fembly  of  the  Northern  department,  the  feveral 
parifhes  throughout  the  colony  now  proceeded, 
without  further  hefitation,  to  the  election  of  de- 
puties for  a new  general  colonial  aflfembly.  Thefe 
deputies,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and 
feventy-fix,  met  at  Leogane,  and  on  the  9th  of 
Auguft  declared  themfelves  the  general  aJJ'embly 
of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo.  They  tranf- 
aCted  however  but  little  bulinefs,  but  manifefted 
great  unanimity  and  temper  in  their  proceedings, 
and  refolved  to  hold  their  meetings  at  Cape  Fran- 
cois, whither  they  adjourned  for  that  purpofe,  ap- 
pointing the  25th  of  the  fame  month  for  opening 
the  fefiion. 

In  the  mean-while,  fo  great  was  the  agitation  of 
the  publick  mind,  M.  Blanchelande  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  not  only  to  tranfmit  to  the  provincial  af- 
fembly  of  the  North,  a copy  of  the  letter  which  he 
mentions  to  have  written  to  the  king’s  minifter’s, 
but  alfo  to  accompany  it  with  a folemn  aflfurance, 
pledging  himfelf  to  fufpend  the  execution  of  the  ob- 
noxious decree,  whenever  it  Jhculd  come  out  to  him 

properly 
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properly  authenticated ; a meafure  which  too  plainly 

demonftrated  that  his  authority  in  the  colony  was  vi. 

at  an  end.  7 

. „ I/yI 

Justly  alarmed  at  all  thefe  proceedings,  lo 
hoftile  towards  them,  and  probably  apprehenfive 
of  a general  profcription,  the  mulattoes  throughout 
the  colony  began  to  colled;  in  different  places  in 
armed  bodies ; and  the  whites,  by  a mournful  fa- 
tality, buffered  them  to  alienable  without  m defla- 
tion. In  truth,  every  man’s  thoughts  were  di- 
reded  towards  the  meeting  of  the  new  colonial 
affembly,  from  whole  deliberations  and  proceedings 
the  extindion  of  party,  and  the  full  and  immediate 
red  refs  of  all  exifting  grievances,  were  confidently 
expeded.  M Bianchelande  himfelf  declares,  that 
he  cherifhed  the  fame  flattering  and  fallacious 
hopes.  ‘‘  Alter  a long  fucceffion  of  violent  florins, 

“ I fondly  expeded  (he  writes)  the  return  of 
“ a calm  and  ferene  morning.  The  temperate 
“ and  conciliating  condud  of  the  new  afiem- 
“ bly,  during  their  Ihort  fitting  at  Loagane,  the 
“ charaders  of  mofl  of  the  individual  mcm- 
“ bers,  and  the  neceffity,  fo  apparent  to  all,  of 
“ mutual  conceflion  and  unanimity  on  this  great 
“ occafion,  led  me- to  think  that  the  colony  would 
“at  length  fee  the  termination  ol  its  miferies; 

“ when,  alas,  the  ftorm  was  ready  to  burfl,  which  has 
“ fince  involved  us  in  one  common  deflrudion  !” 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  or  Augufl, 
jult  before  day,  that  a general  alarm  and  confter- 
nation  lpread  throughout  the  town  of  the  Cape. 

The  inhabitants  were  called  from  their  beds  by 
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c h A p.  perfons  who  reported  that  all  the  negro  flaves  in 
vi.  the  feveral  neighbouring  parifhes  had  revolted,  and 


were  at  that  moment  carrying  death  and  defolation 
over  the  adjoining  large  and  beautiful  plain  to  the 
North -eaft.  The  governor,  and  moft  of  the  mili- 
tary officers  on  duty,  affembled  together;  but  the 
reports  were  fo  confufed  and  contradictory,  as  to 
gain  but  little  credit  ; when,  as  day-light  began  to 
break,  the  fudden  and  fucceffive  arrival,  with 
ghaftly  countenances,  of  perfons  who  had  with 
difficulty  efcaped  the  maffacre,  and  flown  to  the 
town  for  protection,  brought  a dreadful  confirma- 
tion of  the  fatal  tidings. 

The  rebellion  firft  broke  out  on  a plantation 
called  Noe,  in  the  parilh  of  Acul,  nine  miles  only 
from  the  city.  Twelve  or  fourteen  of  the  ring- 
leaders,  about  the  middle  of  the  night,  proceeded 
to  the  refinery,  or  fugar-houfe,  and  feized  on  a 
young  man,  the  refiner’s  apprentice,  dragged  him 
to  the  front  of  the  dwelling-houfe,  and  there 
hewed  him  into  pieces  with  their  cutlaffes : his 
fereams  brought  out  the  overfeer,  whom  they  in- 
ftantly  {Lot  The  rebels  now  found  their  way  to 
the  apartment  of  the  refiner,  and  maffacred  him  in 
his  bed.  A young  man  lying  frek  in  a neighbour- 
ing chamber,  was  left  apparently  dead  of  the 
wounds  inflicted  by  their  cutlaffes:  he  had  ftrength 
enough  however  to  crawl  to  the  next  plantation, 
and  relate  the  horrors  he  had  witneffed.  Here-  ’• 
ported,  that  all  the  whites  of  the  eftate  which  he 
had  left  were  murdered,  except  only  the  furgeon, 
whom  the  rebels  had  compelled  to  accompany 
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them,  on  the  idea  that  they  might  ftand  in  need  chap. 
of  his  profeffional  affiftance.  Alarmed  by  this  in-  vi. 
telligence,  the  perfons  to  whom  it  was  communi- 
cated  immediately  fought  their  fafety  in  flight. 

What  became  of  the  poor  youth  I have  never  been 
informed. 

The  revolters  (confiding  now  of  all  the  flaves 
belonging  to  that  plantation)  proceeded  to  the 
houfe  of  a Mr.  Clement,  by  whole  negroes  alfo 
they  were  immediately  joined,  and  both  he  and  his 
refiner  were  maffacred.  The  murderer  of  Mr. 

Clement  was  his  own  poftillion,  a man  to  whom 
he  had  always  fhewm  great  kindnefs.  The  other 
white  people  on  this  eftate  contrived  to  make  their 
efcape. 

At  this  juncture,  the  negroes  on  the  plantation  of 
M.  Flaville,  a few  miles  diftant,  likewife  role  and 
murdered  five  white  perfons,  one  of  whom  (the 
procureur  or  attorney  for  the  eftate)  had  a wife  and 
three  daughters.  Thefe  unfortunate  women,  while 
imploring  for  mercy  of  the  favages  on  their  knees, 
beheld  their  hufband  and  father  murdered  before 
their  faces.  For  themfelves,  they  were  devoted  to 
a more  horrid  fate,  and  were  carried  away  captives 
by  the  afiaffins. 

The  approach  of  day-light  ferved  only  to  difcover 
fights  of  horror.  It  was  now  apparent  that  the  ne- 
groes on  all  the  eftates  in  the  plain  a died  in  concert, 
and  a general  mafiacre  of  the  whites  took  place  in 
every  quarter.  On  fome  few  eftates  indeed  the 
fives  of  the  women  were  fpared,  but  they  were 

referved 
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referved  only  to  gratify  the  brutal  appetites  of  the 
ruffians  ; and  it  is  {hocking  to  relate,  that  many  of 
them  fuffered  violation  on  the  dead  bodies  of  their 
huffiands  and  fathers ! 

In  the  town  itfelf,  the  general  belief  for  fome 
time  was,  that  the  revolt  was  bv  no  means  an  exten- 
five,  but  a fudden  and  partial  infurredtion  only. 
The  largeft  fugar  plantation  on  the  plain  was  that 
of  Monf.  Gallifet,  fituated  about  eight  miles  from 
the  town,  the  negroes  belonging  to  which  had 
always  been  treated  with  fuch  kindnefs  and  libe- 
rality, and  poffeffed  fo  many  advantages,  that  it 
became  a proverbial  expreffion  among  the  lower 
white  people,  in  fpeaking  of  any  man’s  good  fortune, 
to  fay  il  eft  heureux  conme  tin  negre  de  Gallifet  (he  is 
as  happy  as  one  of  Gallifet’s  negroes).  M.  Odeluc, 
the  attorney,  or  agent,  for  this  plantation,  was  a 
member  of  the  general  affembly,  and  being  fully 
perfuaded  that  the  negroes  belonging  to  it  would 
remain  firm  in  their  obedience,  determined  to  repair 
thither  to  encourage  them  in  oppofing  the  infur- 
gents  ; to  which  end,  he  defired  the  affiftance  of  a 
few  foldiers  from  the  town-guard,  which  was  granted 
him.  He  proceeded  accordingly,  but  on  approach- 
ing the  eftate,  to  his  furprife  and  grief  he  found  all 
the  negroes  in  arms  on  the  fide  of  the  rebels,  and 
(horrid  to  tell !)  their  ft andard  was  the  body  of  a white 
infant , zvhich  they  had  recently  impaled  on  a flake  ! 
M.  Odeluc  had  advanced  too  far  to  retreat  undif- 
covered,  and  both  he,  and  a friend  that  accom- 
panied him,  with  molt  of  the  foldiers,  were  killed 

without 
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without  mercy.  Two  or  three  only  of  the  patrole, 
efcaped  by  flight ; and  conveyed  the  dreadful  tidings 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

By  this  time,  all  or  moft  of  the  white  perfons  that 
had  been  found  on  the  feveral  plantations,  being 
maflacred  or  forced  to  feek  their  fafety  in  fight,  the 
ruffians  exchanged  the  fword  for  the  torch.  The 
buildings  and  cane-fields  were  every  where  fet  on 
fire  ; and  the  conflagrations,  which  were  vifible  from 
the  town,  in  a thoufand  different  quarters,  furnifhed 
a profpeCt  more  fhocking,  and  reflections  more 
difmal,  than  fancy  can  paint,  vor  the  powers  of  man 
defcribe. 

Consternation  and  terror  now  took  poflef- 
fion  of  every  mind  : and  the  fcreams  of  the  women 
and  children,  running  from  door  to  door,  heighten- 
ed the  horrors  of  the  fcene.  All  the  citizens  took 
up  arms,  and  the  general  afiembly  vefted  the  go- 
vernor with  the  command  of  the  national  guards, 
requefting  him  to  give  fuch  orders  as  the  urgency  of 
the  cafe  feemed  to  demand. 

One  of  the  firfl  meafures  was  to  fend  the  white 
women  and  children  on  board  the  (hips  in  the  har- 
bour; and  very  ferious  apprehenfions  being  enter- 
tained concerning  the  domeftick  negroes  within  the 
town,  a great  proportion  of  the  ableft  men  among 
them  were  likewife  fent  on  fhipboard  and  cloiely 
guarded. 

There  {till  remained  in  the  city  a confiderable 
body  of  free  mulattoes,  who  had  not  taken,  or  af- 
fected not  to  take,  any  part  in  the  difputes  between 
their  brethren  of  colour  and  the  white  inhabitants. 

Their 
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Their  Situation  was  extremely  critical  j for  the 
lower  clafs  of  whites,  considering  the  mulattoes  as 
the  immediate  authors  of  the  rebellion,  marked 
them  for  deftruCtion;  and  the  whole  number  in 
the  town  would  undoubtedly  have  been  murdered 
without  fcruple,  if  the  governor  and  the  colonial 
affembly  had  not  vigorously  interpofed,  and  taken 
them  under  their  immediate  protection.  Grateful 
for  this  interposition  in  their  favour  (perhaps  not 
thinking  their  lives  oth^rwife  fecure)  all  the  able 
men  among  them  offered  to  march  immediately 
againfl  the  rebels,  and  to  leave  their  wives  and 
children  as  hoftages  for  their  fidelity.  Their  offer 
was  accepted,  and  they  were  enrolled  in  different 
companies  of  the  militia. 

The  affembly  continued  their  deliberations 
throughout  the  night,  amidft  the  glare  of  the  fur- 
rounding  conflagrations ; and  the  inhabitants,  being 
.Strengthened  by  a number  of  feamen  ‘rom  the  fhips, 
and  brought  into  Some  degree  of  order  and  military 
Subordination,  were  now  defirous  that  a detach- 
ment fhould  be  fent  to  attack  the  ftrongeft  body 
of  the  revolters.  Orders  were  given  accordingly ; 
and  M.  de  Touzard,  an  officer  who  had  distinguish- 
ed himfelf  in  the  fervice  of  the  North  Americans, 
took  the  command  of  a party  of  militia  and  troops 
of  the  line.  With  thefe,  he  marched  to  the  plan- 
tation of  a M.  Latour,  and  attacked  a body  of 
about  four  thoufand  of  the  rebel  negroes.  Many 
were  deftroyed,  but  to  little  purpofe;  for  Touzard, 
finding  the  number  of  revolters  to  encreafe  in  more 
than  a centuple  proportion  to  their  Ioffes,  was  at 
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length  obliged  to  retreat ; and  it  cannot  be  doubt-  chap. 
ed,  that  it  the  rebels  had  forthwith  proceeded  to  vr* 

the  town,  defencclefs  as  it  then  was  towards  the  I?9Ji 

plain,  they  might  have  fired  it  without  difficulty, 
and  deftroyed  all  its  inhabitants,  or  compelled  them 
to  fly  to  the  (hipping  for  refuge. 

Sensible  of  this,  the  governor,  by  the  advice 
of  the  aflembly,  determined  to  aft  for  fome  time 
folely  on  the  defenfive ; and  as  it  was  every  moment 
to  be  apprehended  that  the  revolters  would  pour 
down  upon  the  town,  the  firfi:  meafure  reforted  to 
was  to  fortify  the  roads  and  pafles  leading  into  it. 

At  the  eaftern  extremity,  the  main  road  from  the 
plain  is  interfefted  by  a river,  which  luckily  had 
no  bridge  over  it,  and  was  eroded  in  ferry  boats. 

For  the  defence  of  this  pafiage,  a battery  of  cannon 
was  raifed  on  boats  lalhed  together;  while  two 
fmall  camps  were  formed  at  proper  diflances  on 
the  banks.  The  other  principal  entrance  into  the 
town,  and  contiguous  to  it  towards  the  fouth,  was 
through  a mountainous  dificrift,  called  le  Haut  du 
Cap.  Poffeffion  was  immediately  taken  of  thefe 
heights,  and  confiderable  bodies  of  troops,  with  fuch 
artillery  as  could  be  fpared,  were  ftationed  thereon. 

But  thefe  precautions  not  being  thought  furficient, 
it  was  alfo  determined  to  furround  the  whole  of  the 
town,  except  the  fide  next  the  lea,  with  a ftrong 
palilade  and  chevaux  de  frize ; in  the  erefting  and 
completing  of  which,  all  the  inhabitants  laboured 
without  diftinftion  or  intermiffion.  At  the  fame 
time,  an  embargo  was  laid  on  ell  the  fhipping  in 
the  harbour;  a meafure  of  indifpenfable  neceffity, 
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CHAP. 


calculated  as  well  to  obtain  the  afliftance  of  the 
feamen,  as  to  fecure  a retreat  for  the  inhabitants  in 
the  laft  extremity. 

To  fuch  of  the  diftant  parifhes  as  were  open  to 
communication  either  by  land  or  by  fea,  notice  of 
the  revolt  had  been  transmitted  within  a few  hours 
after  advice  of  it  was  received  at  the  Cape ; and  the 
white  inhabitants  of  many  of  thofe  parifhes  had 
therefore  found  time  to  eftablifh  camps,  and  form  a 
chain  of  polls,  which  for  a fliort  time  feemed  to  pre- 
vent the  rebellion  Spreading  beyond  the  Northern 
province  (a).  Two  of  thofe  camps  however,  one 
at  Grande  Riviere,  the  other  at  Dondon , were  attacked 
by  the  negroes  (who  were  here  openly  joined  by  the 
mulattoes)  and  forced  w'ith  great  daughter.  At 
Dondon,  the  whites  maintained  the  contefl  for 
Seven  hours ; but  were  overpowered  by  the  infinite 
difparity  of  numbers,  and  compelled  to  give  w'ay, 
w'ith  the  lofs  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  of  their 
body.  The  Survivors  took  refuge  in  the  Spanifli 
territory. 

These  two  diftridts  therefore  ; the  whole  of  the 
rich  and  extenfive  plain  of  the  Cape,  together  with 
the  contiguous  mountains,  wrere  now  wholly  aban- 
doned to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  and  the  cruel- 
ties which  they  exercifed,  uncontrouled,  on  Such  of 
the  miferable  whites  as  fell  into  their  hands,  cannot 


(a)  It  Is  believed  that  a general  infurre&ion  was  to  have 
taken  place  throughout  the  colony  on  the  25th  of  Auguft 
(St.  Louis’s  day) ; but  that  the  impatience  and  impetuofity  of 
fome  negroes  on  the  plain,  induced  them  to  commence  their 
operations  two  days  before  the  time. 
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he  remembered  without  horror,  nor  reported  in  chap. 
terms  ftrong  enough  to  convey  a proper  idea  of  their  vi. 
atrocity.  _ 

They  feized  Mr.  Blen,  an  officer  of  the  police, 
and  having  nailed  him  alive  to  one  of  the  gates  ol 
his  plantation,  chopped  off  his  limbs,  one  by  one 
with  an  axe. 

A poor  man  named  Robert , a carpenter  by  trade, 
endeavouring  to  conceal  himfelf  from  the  notice  of 
the  rebels,  was  difcovered  in  his  hiding-place  ; and 
the  favages  declared  that  he  Jhouid  die  in  the  way  of 
his  occupation  : accordingly  they  bound  him  between 
two  boards,  and  deliberately  fawed  him  afunder. 

M.  Cardineau,  a planter  of  Grande  Riviere, 
had  two  natural  fons  by  a black  woman.  He  had 
manumitted  them  in  their  infancy,  and  bred  them 
up  with  great  tendernefs.  They  both  joined  in  the 
revolt  and  when  their  father  endeavoured  to  divert 
them  from  their  purpofe,  by  foothing  language  and 
pecuniary  offers,  they  took  his  money,  and  then 
ftabbed  him  to  the  heart. 

All  the  white,  and  even  the  mulatto  children 
whofe  fathers  had  not  joined  in  the  revolt,  were 
murdered  without  exception,  frequently  before  the 
eyes,  or  clinging  to  the  bofoms,  of  their  mothers. 

Young  women  of  all  ranks  were  firft  violated  by  a 
whole  troop  of  barbarians,  and  then  generally  put 
to  death.  Some  of  them  were  indeed  referved  for 
the  further  gratification  of  the  lull  of  the  favages, 
and  others  had  their  eyes  fcooped  out  with  a 
knife. 

In  the  parifii  of  Limbe , at  a place  called  the 

Great 
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chap.  Great  Ravine,  a venerable  planter,  the  father  of 
vi.  two  beautiful  young  ladies,  was  tied  down  by  a 
^777*  favage  ringleader  of  a band,  who  ravifned  the  elded 
daughter  in  his  prefence,  and  delivered  over  the 
youngeft  to  one  of  his  followers : their  paffion  being 
fatisfied,  they  flaughtered  both  the  father  and  the 
daughters. 

Amidst  thefe  fcenes  of  horror,  one  inftance  how- 
ever occurs  of  fuch  fidelity  and  attachment  in  a 
negro,  as  is  equally  unexpected  and  affecting.  Monf. 
and  Madame  Baillon,  their  daughter  and  fon-in- 
law,  and  two  white  fervants,  refidino;  on  a mountain 
plantation  about  thirty  miles  from  Cape  Francois, 
were  apprized  of  the  revolt  by  one  of  their  own 
ftaves,  who  was  himfelfin  the  confpiracy,  but  pro- 
mifed,  if  poffible,  to  fave  the  lives  of  his  matter  and 
his  family.  Having  no  immediate  means  of  pro- 
viding for  their  efcape,.  he  conducted  them  into 
an  adjacent  wood  ; after  which  he  went  and  joined 
the  revolters.  The  following  night,  he  found  an 
opportunity  of  bringing  them  provifions  from  the 
rebel  camp.  The  fecond  night  he  returned  again, 
with  a further  fupply  of  provifions ; but  declared 
that  it  would  be  out  of  his  power  to  give  them  any 
further  affiftance.  After  this,  they  law  nothing  of 
the  negro  for  three  days ; but  at  the  end  of  that  time 
he  came  again  ; and  directed  the  family  how  to 
make  their  way  to  a river  which  led  to  Port  Margot’, 
alfuring  them  they^  would  find  a canoe  on  a part 
of  the  river  which  he  defcribed.  They  followed  his 
directions,  found  the  canoe,  and  got  fafely  into  ic 
but  were  overfet  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current, 

and 
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tmd  after  a narrow  efcape,  thought  it  beft  to  return 
to  their  retreat  in  the  mountains.  The  negro, 
anxious  for  their  fafety,  again  found  them  out,  and 
directed  them  to  a broader  part  of  the  river,  where 
he  affured  them  he  had  provided  a boat ; but  faid 
it  was  the  laid  effort  he  could  make  to  fave  them. 
They  went  accordingly,  but  not  finding  the  boat, 
gave  themfelves  up  for  loft,  when  the  faithful  negro 
again  appeared  like  their  guardian  angel.  He 
brought  with  him  pigeons,  poultry,  and  bread  ; and 
conducted  the  family,  by  flow  marches  in  the  night, 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  until  they  were  within 
fight  of  the  wharf  at  Port  Margot ; when  telling 
them  they  were  entirely  out  of  danger,  he  took  his 
leave  for  ever,  and  went  to  join  the  rebels.  The 
family  were  in  the  woods  nineteen  nights  *. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  back  to  the 
town  of  the  Cape  ; where,  the  inhabitants  being 
at  length  placed,  or  fuppofed  to  be  placed,  in  fome 
fort  of  fecurity,  it  was  thought  neceffary  by  the 
governor  and  affembly,  that  offenfive  operations 
againft  the  rebels  fhould  be  renewed,  and  a fmall 
army,  under  the  command  of  M.  Rouvray,  marched 
to  the  eaftern  part  of  the  plain,  and  encamped  at  a 
place  called  Roucrou.  A very  confiderable  body  of 
the  rebel  negroes  took  pofieffion,  about  the  fame 
time,  of  the  large  buildings  on  the  plantation  of 

* This  account  was  communicated  by  Madame  Baillon 
herfelf  to  a friend  of  the  author,  who  was  with  him  at  St.  Do- 
mingo, and  who  fpoke  French  like  a native  : from  that  friend 
I received  it  the  fame  day,  and  immediately  committed  the  par- 
ticulars to  writing. 

Yol.  III. 
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chap.  M.  Gallifet,  and  mounted  fome  heavy  pieces  of  artil- 
VI-  lery  on  the  walls.  They  had  procured  the  cannon 
at  different  (hipping  places  and  harbours  along  the 
coafl,  where  it  had  been  placed  in  time  of  war  by 
the  government,  and  imprudently  left  unprotected  ; 
but  it  was  a matter  of  great  furprize  by  what  means 
they  obtained  ammunition^,).  From  this  plan- 
tation they  fent  out  foraging  parties,  with  which 
the  whites  had  frequent  Ikirmifhes.  In  thefe  engage- 
ments, the  negroes  feldom  flood  their  ground 
longer  than  to  receive  and  return  a fingle  volley, 
Dut  they  appeared  again  the  next  day ; and  though 
they  were  at  length  driven  out  of  their  entrench- 
ments with  infinite  daughter,  yet  their  numbers 
feemed  not  to  diminilb  : — as  foon  as  one  body  was 
cut  off,  another  appeared,  and  thus  they  fucceeded 
in  the  objedl  of  haraffing  and  deflroying  the  whites 
by  perpetual  fatigue,  and  reducing  the  country  to  a 
defert. 

To  detail  the  various  conflidls,  fkirmifhes,  maf- 
facres,  and  fcenes  of  daughter,  which  this  extermi- 
nating war  produced,  were  to  offer  a difgufling  and 
frightful  picture  ; — a combination  of  horrors ; — 

(l)  It  was  difcovered  afterwards,  that  great  quantities  of 
powder  and  ball  were  ftolen  by  the  negroes  in  the  town  of  Cape 
Francois  from  the  king's  arfenal,  and  fecretly  conveyed  to  the 
rebels.  Molt  of  the  fire-arms  at  fir ll  in  their  pofi'elTion  were 
fnppofed  to  have  been  part  of  Cgv’s  importation.  But  it  grieves 
pie  to  add;  that  the  rebels  were  afterwards  abundantly  fupplied, 
bv  fmall  veftels  from  North  America;  the  mailers  of  which 
felt  no  fcrupic  to  receive  in  payment  fugar  and  rum,  from  eftatcs 
of  which  the  owners  had  been  murdered  by  the  men  with  whom 
they  traili eked. 

wherein 


83 


ST.  DOMINGO, 
wherein  we  fhculd  behold  cruelties  unexampled  in  c h a p. 
the  annals  of  mankind  ; human  blood  poured  forth  vi. 
in  torrents ; the  earth  blackened  with  allies,  and  ’ 
the  air  tainted  with  peftilence.  It  was  computed 
that,  within  two  months  after  the  revolt  firft  began, 
upwards  of  two  thoufand  white  perfons,  of  all  con- 
ditions and  ages,  had  been  maffacred  ; — that  one 
hundred  and  eighty  fugar  plantations,  and  about 
nine  hundred  coffee,  cotton,  and  indigo  fettlements 
had  been  ckffcroyed  (the  buildings  thereon  being 
confumed  by  fire),  and  one  thoufand  two  hundred 
thriftian  families  reduced  from  opulence,  to  fuch  a 
Rate  of  mifery  as  to  depend  altogether  for  their 
clothing  and  fuftenance  on  publick  and  private 
charity.  Of  the  infurgents,  it  was  reckoned  that 
upwards  of  ten  thoufand  had  perifhed  by  the  fword 
or  by  famine  ; and  fome  hundreds  by  the  hands  of 
the  executioner; — many  of  them,  I am  forry  to  fay, 
under  the  torture  of  the  wheel ; — a fyftem  of  revenge 
and  retaliation,  which  no  enormities  of  favage  life 
could  juftify  or  excufe  (c) . 

Hitherto, 

/ c)  T wo  of  thefe  unhappy  men  fuffered  in  this  manner  under 
the  window  of  the  author’s  lodgings,  and  in  his  prefence,  at 
Cape  Fran^oist,  on  thurfday  the  2,8th  of  September  1791, 

They  were  broken  on  two  pieces  of  timber  placed  crofswife. 

One  of  them  expired  on  receiving  the  third  ftroke  on  his 
ftomach,  each  of  his  legs  and  arms  having  been  firft  broken  in 
two  places ; the  firft  three  blows  he  bore  without  a groan.  The 
other  had  a harder  fate.  When  the  executioner,  after  breaking 
his  legs  and  arms,  lifted  up  the  inftrument  to  give  the  finifhing 
ftroke  on  the  bread,  and  w’hich  (by  putting  the  criminal  out  of 
his  pain)  is  called  le  coup  de  grace,  the  mob,  with  the  ferocioufnefs 
cf  cannibal?,  called  out  a: retea!  (ftep)  and  compelled  him  to 
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Hitherto,  my  narrative  has  applied  chiefly  to 
tranfadtions  in  the  Northern  province ; I grieve  to 
relate,-  that  the  flames  of  rebellion  foon  began  to 
break  forth  alfo  in  the  Weftern  division.  Here, 
however,  the  infurgents  were  chiefly  men  of  colour, 
of  whom  upwards  of  two  thoufand  appeared  in  arms 
in  the  parifh  of  Mirebalais.  Being  joined  by  about 
fix  hundred  of  the  negro  flaves,  they  began  their 
operations  by  burning  the  coffee  plantations  in  the 
mountains  adjacent  to  the  plain  of  Cul-de-Sac, 
Some  detachments  of  the  military  which  were  lent 
againft  them  from  Port  au  Prince  were  repul  fed  ; 
and  the  infurgents  continued  to  ravage  and  burn 
the  country  through  an  extent  of  thirty  miles, 
pradfifing  the  fame  excelfes  and  ferocious  bar- 
barities towards  fuch  of  the  whites  as  fell  into 
their  hands,  as  were  difplayed  by  the  rebels  in 
the  North.  They  had  the  audacity  at  length  to 
approach  Port  au  Prince,  with  intention,  as  it  was 
believed,  to  let  it  on  fire ; and  fo  defencelefs  was 
the  date  of  that  devoted  town,  that  its  deftrudtion 
■teemed  inevitable.  Many  of  the  mulatto  chiefs, 
however,  finding  that  their  attempts  to  gain  over 
the  negro  flaves  on  the  fugar  plantations  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  were  not  attended  with  that  fuccefs 
which  they  expended,  exprelfed  an  unwillingnefs  to 
proceed  to  this  extremity;  declaring  that  they 

leave  his  work  unfinifhed.  Inthat condition,  the  miferable wretch, 
with  his  broken  limbs  doubled  up,  was  put  on  a cart-wheel, 
which  was  placed  horizontally,  one  end  of  the  axle-tree  being, 
dirven  into  the  earth.  He  teemed  perfectly  fenfible,  but  uttered 
not  a groan.  At  the  end  of  forty  minutes,  fome  Englilh  feanien, 
who  were  fpe&atois  of  the  tragedy,  ftrungled  him  in  mercy. 

took 


ST.  DOMINGO. 


85 


took  up  arms  not  to  defolate  the  colony,  but  merely  chap. 
to  fupport  the  national  decree  of  the  15th  of  May,  *'i. 
and  that  they  were  not  averfe  to  a reconciliation.  N TtvT! 
Thefe  lentiments  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  M. 
de  Jume court,  a planter  of  eminence,  he  undertook 
the  office  of  mediator,  and  through  his  well-timed 
and  powerful  interpofstion,  a truce  or  convention, 
called  the  concordat,  was  agreed  upon  the  nth  of 
September,  between  the  free  people  of  colour,  and 
the  white  inhabitants  of  Port  au  Prince,  of  which 
the  chief  provifions  were  an  oblivion  of  the  paft, 
and  an  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  whites,  to 
admit  in  full  force  the  national  decree  of  the  15th 
of  May,  fo  often  mentioned  ; — certainly  the  often- 
hbles  though  perhaps  not  the  foie  and  original  caufe 
of  the  rebellion  *. 

Instructed  by  this  example,  and  foftened,  it 
may  be  prefumed,  by  the  loyal  and  temperate  con- 
duct of  the  free  niulattoes  in  the  town  of  Cape 
Francois,  as  before  related,  the  general  affembly, 
by  a proclamation  of  the  20th  of  September,  de- 
clared that  they  would  no  longer  oppofe  the  opera- 
tion of  the  fame  decree.  They  even  went  further, 
and  announced  an  intention  to  grant  confiderable 
indulgences  towards  fuch  free  people  of  colour  as 
were  not  comprehended  in  it,  meaning  thofe  who 

* It  fhould  alfo  have  been  obferved,  that  the  condemnation 
and  execution  of  Oge  is  pronounced,  in  this  concordat,  “infamous, 

M and  to  be  held  in  everlafiing  execration.”  Thefe  expreffions 
were  literally  copied  from  a letter  of  Abbe  Gregoire.  I am 
obliged  to  the  author  of  the  hiftory  of  Europe  in  the  Annual 
JHegifter  for  1702  (kivington’s  edit.)  for  reminding  me  of  this 
circumflance. 
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chap,  were  born  of  enflaved  parents.  They  voted  at  the 
VI*  fame  time  the  formation  of  certain  free  companies 
°*  mulattoes,  wherein  the  men  of  colour  of  all 
defcriptionSjpoffeiredof  certain  qualifications,  fhould 
be  allowed  to  ferve  as  commiffioned  officers. 

These  conceffions,  at  an  earlier  period,  would 
have  operated  with  powerful  effedt  in  the  falvation 
of  the  colony ; but  they  now  came  too  late,  and 
produced  only  a partial  truce,  a temporary  and 
fallacious  cefiation  of  miferies.  The  wounds  that 
had  been  inflidted  were  yet  green  and  bleeding;  and 
the  dark  and  fullen  paffions  of  difappointed  pride, 
anger,  malice,  hatred  ancj  revenge,  were  fecretly 
burning  in  the  gloomy  minds  of  all  parties.  The 
flames  were  (mothered,  not  extinguifhed  ; foon  ta 
break  out  again,  with  aggravated  violence  and  greater 
fury  than  ever. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Of  the  motives  which  induced  the  People  of  Colour  to 
join  the  revolted  Negroes. — Conduct  of  the  Britijh 
Afjociation  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and 
of  the  Society  in  Paris  called  Les  Amis  des  Noirs — 

Letter  from  Abbe  Gregoire  to  the  People  of  Colour 
— Repeal  of  the  Decree  of  the  15///  May  1791 — - 
Effebts  of  that  MeaJ'ure — Civil  IVar  with  the  Mu- 
lattoes  reneived — Port  pit  Prince  defir oyed  by  Fire 
— Cruelties  exercij'ed  by  both  Parties — Arrival  at 
Cape  Frfingois  of  the  Civil  Commiff  oners. 

Before  I proceed  to  a renewal  of  thofe  difgu fling  chap. 
fcenes  of  devaftation,  (laughter,  and  ruin,  which  vir. 
my  duty,  as  a faithful  hiftorian,  calls  upon  me  to 
delcribe  (happy  if  they  ferve  as  an  impreffive  leffon 
to  other  nations !)  it  feems. ncceflary  to  remove  fome 
difficulties  which  may  poffibly  have  arifen  in  the 
mind  of  the  reader,  concerning  the  original  and 
primary  caufe  of  the  junction  and  co-operation  of 
fo  large  a number  of  the  negro  (laves,  in  this  re- 
bellion, with  the  men  of  colour,  That  the  whole 
body  of  the  latter  in  St.  Domingo  had  folid  ground 
of  complaint  and  diflatisfaftion,  cannot  be  denied. 

There  is  a point  at  which  opprcffion  fometimes 
arrives,  when  forbearance  under  it  ceafes  to  be  a 
virtue ; and  I fhould  readily  have  admitted  that 
the  adtual  fituation  and  condition  of  the  mulattoes 
in  the  French  iflands  would  have  made  refiftance  a 
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duty,  if  it  did  not  appear,  from  what  I have  already 
related,  that  the  redrefs  of  their  grievances  occupied 
the  very  firft  deliberations  of  the  firft  general  affem- 
bly  of  reprefentatives  that  ever  met  in,  St.  Domingo. 
Certajnly,  then,  no  j unification  can  be  offered  for 
thofe  peftilent  reformers,  who  could  perfuade  thefe 
unfortunate  people  to  feek  that  relief  by  rebellion 
and  maffacre,  which  was  offered  to  them  by  the 
iupreme  power  of  the  country,  as  a fpontaneous  and 
voluntary  conceflion  ; — the  homage  of  enlightened 
reafon  on  the  altar  of  humanity.  Concerning  the 
enflaved  negroes,  however,  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  conduct  of  the  whites  towards  them  was  in 
general  reprehenfible.  I believe,  on  the  whole,  it 
was  as  lenient  and  indulgent  as  was  confident  with 
their  own  fafety.  It  was  the  mulatto  people  them- 
felves  who  were  the  hard-hearted  ta/k- matters  to 
the  negroes.  The  fame  indignities  which  they  re- 
ceived from  the  whites,  they  directed  without  fcruple 
towards  the  blacks ; exercifing  over  the  latter  every 
fpeciesof  that  oppreffion  which  they  loudly  and  juftly 
complained  of,  when  exerpifed  on  themfelves ; — and 
this  is  a true  picture  of  human  nature.  By  what 
means,  then,  it  will  be  aiked,  were  the  negroes  induced 
to  forget  their  refentments,  and  join  with  thofe  who 
were  the  conftant  objeds  both  of  their  envy  and 
hatred  ? 

In  order  to  reply  to  this  OjUeftion,  with  as  much 
accuracy  and  precifion  as  the  fubjed  will  admit,  it 
is  neccflary  to  recur  to  the  proceedings  of  the  two 
affopiations,  of  which  mention  was  made  in  the 

Second 
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Second  Chapter  of  this  Hiftory ; namely,  the  Britifh  chap. 
a^Tociation  for  the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade,  vjj. 
which  held  its  meetings  in  the  Old  Jewry  in  Lon- 
don  ; and  the  fociety  called  Les  Amis  des  Noirs  in 
Paris.  4-  Ihort  review  of  the  conduit  of  thefe 
fpcieties  will  ferve  not  only  to  lefTen  the  furprize 
which  may  be  felt  at  the  revolt  of  the  negroes 
of  St.  Domingo,  but  alfo  raife  a confiderable  degree 
of  aftonifhment  that  the  enflaved  negroes  in  the 
Britilh  iflands  had  not  given  them  the  example. 

I have  obferved,  that  the  fociety  in  London  ■pro-t 
fujjed  to  have  nothing  more  in  view  than  to  obtain 
an  ail;  of  the  legiflature  for  prohibiting  the  further 
introdudiqn  of  African  Haves  into  the  Britilh  colo- 
nies. I have  laid,  that  “ they  dilclaimed  all  intern 
“ tion  of  interfering  with  the  government  and  con- 
“ dition  of  the  negroes  already  in  the  plantations  j 
“ publickly  declaring  their  opinion  to  be,  that  a 
“ general  emancipation  of  thole  people,  in  their 
“ prefent  ftate  of  ignorance  and  barbarity,  inftead 
“ of  a bleffipg,  would  prove  to  them  the  fource  of 
“ misfortune  and  mifery.”  But  although  fuch 
were  their  oftenfible  declarations  as  a publick  body, 
the  leading  members  of  the  fociety,  in  the  fame 
moment,  held  a very  different  language ; and  even 
the  fociety  itfelf  (ading  as  fuch)  puriued  a,  line  of 
condud  diredly  and  immediately  repugnant  to 
their  own  profeflioqs.  Belides  ufing  every  polfible 
endeavour  to  inflame  the  publick  of  Great  Britain 
againft  the  planters,  they  diflributed  at  a prodigious 
expence  throughout  the  colonies,  trads  and  pam- 
phlets without  number,  the  dired  tendency  of 
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chap,  which  was  to  render  the  white  inhabitants  odious 
vii.  and  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  their  own  flaves,  and 
v ' excite  in  the  latter  fuch  ideas  of  their  natural  rights 
and  equality  of  condition,  as  fhould  lead  them  to  a 
general  druggie  for  freedom  through  rebellion  and 
bloodfhed.  In  many  of  thole  writings,  arguments 
are  exprefsiy  adduced,  in  language  which  cannot  be 
mifunderllood,  to  urge  the  negroes  to  rife  up  and 
murder  their  mailers  without  mercy. — “ Refill - 
“ ance,”  fay  they,  tc  is  always  juftifiable  where  force 
“ is  the  fubftitute  of  right : nor  is  the  commijfion  of  a 
“ civil  crime  pojjible  in  aft  ate  of fa-very."  Thefefen- 
timents  are  repeated  in  a thoufand  different  forms; 
and  in  order  that  they  might  not  lofe  their  effect 
by  abdradl  reafoning,  a reverend  divine  of  the 
church  of  England,  in  a pamphlet  addrelfed  to  the 
chairman  or  prefident  of  the  fociety,  pours  forth  the 
moll  earned:  prayers,  in  the  moll  undilguifed  ex- 
preffions,  that  the  negroes  would  dellroy  all  the 
white  people,  men,  women,  and  children,  in  the 
Weft  Indies : “ Should  we  not,  (he  exclaims)  ap- 
“ prove  their  condudl  in  their  violence  ? Should 
“ we  not  crown  it  with  eulogium,  if  they  extermi- 
“ nate  their  tyrants  with  fire  and  fword  ! Should 
“ they  even  deliberately  inflidi  the  moji  exquifite  tor - 
“ t tires  on  thofe  tyrants , would  they  not  be  excufable 
“ in  the  moral  judgment  of  thole  who  properly  value 
“ thofe  ineftimable  blelfings,  rational  and  religious 
“ liberty  (a)  ?” 

Besides 

( a)  This  is  a fair  extract  from  a letter  addreffed  to  Granville 
Sharp,  Efq;  chairman  of  the  fociety  in  the  Old  Jewry,  by  the 
Reverend  Percival  Stockdale,  A.  M.  Of  fuch  writers  the 

planters 
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Besides  diftributing  pamphlets  of  this  com-  chat. 
plexion gratis,  at  the  doors  of  all  the  churches  and  vn. 
places  of  worlhip  in  the  kingdom,  and  throughout  mu 
the  colonies,  the  fociety,  or  perfons  in  their  name, 
caufed  a medal  to  be  ftruck,  containing  the  figure 
of  a naked  negro,  loaded  with  chains,  and  in  the 
attitude  of  imploring  mercy  ; thoufands  of  which 
alfo  were  difperfed  among  the  negroes  in  each  of 
the  fugar  iflands,  for  the  inftrudion,  I prefume,  of 
fuch  of  them  as  could  not  read  ; but,  unhappily,  this 
inftance  of  provident  caution  was  not  requifite ; for 
fo  many  negro  domefticks  return  annually  from  Eu- 
rope to  the  Weft  Indies,  as  conftantly  furnifh  a 
fufficient  number  of  living  inftrudors;  and  certain 
it  is  (I  pronounce  it  from  my  own  knowledge  refped- 
ing  Jamaica)  that  the  labours  of  the  fociety  on  their 
behalf,  as  well  as  many  of  the  moft  violent  fpeeches 
in  the  Britilh  parliament,  wherein  the  whole  body 
of  planters  were  painted  as  a herd  of  blood-thirfty 
and  remorfelefs  tyrants,  were  explained  to  the  negro 
Haves,  in  terms  well  adapted  to  their  capacities,  and 
fuited,  as  might  have  been  fuppofed,  to  their  feel- 
ings. It  will  be  difficult  to  fay  what  other  mea- 
fures  the  Old  Jewry  aflociates  could  have  taken  to 
excite  a rebellion,  except  that  of  furmfhing  the 
objeds  of  their  folicitude  with  firearms  and  ammu- 
nition. 


planters  may  well  exclaim,  il  Forgive  them,  they  hnoio  not  mhat  they 
“do!"  The  fame  ejaculation  I applied  to  the  learned  and  pious 
Samuel  Johnfon,  who  pofleffed  a negro  fervant,  and  before  whom 
he  frequently  gave  as  a toalf,  “ A Jpeedy  rebellion  of  the  negroes  in 
11  Jamaica , and  fuccefs  to  them  !” 
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Hitherto,  this  fociety  had  ferved  as  a model 
and  exemplar  to  that  of  Paris 3 but  a difpolition  to 
flop  at  half  meafures  conftitutes  no  part  of  the 
French  character  3 and  the  fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirs 
reforted,  without  fcruple,  to  thofe  meafures  which 
their  fellow  labourers  in  London  {fill  hefitated  to 
adopt : beginning  with  the  clafs  of  free  mulattoes, 
becaufe  they  found  many  of  them  in  France,  who 
became  the  willing  inftruments  of  their  purpofes 3 
and  who  undertook  to  interpret  to  the  negroes  in 
the  French  colonies  the  wifhes  and  good  intentions 
towards  them  of  their  friends  in  the  mother  country. 
Xhus  an  opening  was  made  towards  conciliation 
and  union  between  {he  two  claffes.  The  negroes, 
believing  that  it  was  only  through  the  agency  of 
the  mulattoes,  and  the  connections  of  thofe  people 
in  France,  they  could  obtain  a regular  fupply  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  forgot  or  lufpended  their 
ancient  animofities  3 and  the  men  of  colour,  fenfible 
that  nothing  but  the  co-operation  of  the  enflaved 
negroes  (docile,  as  they  luppoled  them  to  be,  from 
their  ignorance,  and  irrefiftible  from  their  numbers) 
could  give  fuccefs  to  their  caufe,  courted  them 
with  fuch  affiduityas  gained  over  at  leaft  nine-tenths 
of  all  the  fljtves  in  the  Northern  province  of  St. 
Domingo. 

There  feerns  however  to.  have  been  feme  appre- 
henfions  entertained  by  the  leading  men  among 
the  Amis  des  Noirs , that  the  decree  of  the  national 
all'embly  of  the  15  th  of  May,  confined  as  the  bene- 
fits of  it  were  to  the  people  of  colour  exclufively, 
(and  of  thofe,  to  fuch  only  as  were  born  of  free 
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parents)  might  give  rife  to  jealoufies  and  fufpicions,  c hap. 
deftrudlive  of  that  unanimity  between  the  different 
claffes,  the  maintenance  of  which  was  an  objedt  of  ,79J, 
the  laft  importance.  To  obviate  any  mifapprehen- 
fions  on  this  account,  as  well  as  to  keep  the  mulat- 
toes  firm  to 'their  purpofe,  the  Abbe  Gregoire  wrote 
and  publifhed  his  celebrated  circular  letter ; — a per- 
formance which,  if  the  intentions  of  the  writer  had 
been  as  pure  as  his  exprefiions  are  eloquent,  would 
have  refledted  luftre  on  his  abilities  (b).  What 
elfedt  this  diftinguiflhed  piece  of  oratory  may  have 
had  on  the  rugged  and  unenlightened  minds  of 
favage  people,  I pretend  not  to  afcertain.  It  is 
certain,  that  the  Abbe  Gregoire  was  confidered  by 
the  negroes  in  St.  Domingo  as  their  great  advocate 
and  patron  ; a fort  of  guardian  angel  or  tutelary 
deity ; of  the  good  effedls  of  whofe  benevolent  in- 
terpofition  and  friendly  offices  their  mafters  unjuftly 
deprived  them,  and  on  whofe  fupport  and  affiftance 
they  might  confidently  rely,  in  the  attempt,  through 
rebellion  and  murder,  to  obtain  juftice  for  thein- 
felves. 

Both  claffes  of  people  being  thus  inflrudled  and 
prepared,  the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  was  the 
fignal  of  revolt,  the  warhoop  of  maffacre.  From 
the  clamour  which  it  excited  amongfl  all  orders 
of  the  whites  in  St.  Domingo  (the  lower  claffes 
efpecially)  the  people  of  colour,  as  I have  fhewn,  had 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  mifchiefs  of  an  extenfive 
and  alarming  nature  were  meditated  againft  them. 

(b)  The  reader  will  find  a tranflation  of  this  letter  at  the  end 
of  the  prefent  Chapter, 
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They  were  thus  furnifhed  with  a plaufible,  and,  had 
they  meant  to  have  acted  folely  on  the  defenfive,  a 
juftifiable  caufe  for  reforting  to  arms  ; but,  unhap- 
pily, the  ftrong  tide  of  popular  prejudice  which 
prevailed  in  the  mother  country  againft  the  planters,- 
and  the  great  majority  which  voted  for  the  fatal  de- 
cree in  the  national  aflembly,  were  circumftances 
that  infpired  them  with  fo  dangerous  a confidence 
in  their  own  refources,  as  overpowered  all  confider- 
ations  of  prudence,  policy,  and  humanity. 

It  muft  be  confidered,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
enfiaved  negroes  (ignorant  and  depreiTed  as  we  fup- 
pole  them  to  be)  could  not  poffibly  b.e  unobfervant 
of  thefe  combined  and  concurring  circumftances. 
They  beheld  the  coloured  people  in  open  hoftility 
againft  the  whites.  They  were  allured,  that  the 
former  had  the  fulleft  fupport  and  encouragement 
from  the  fupreme  legiflature  of  the  mother  country. 
They  were  taught  to  believe,  that  themfelves  alio 
were  become  the  objecfts  ot  the  paternal  folicitude 
of  the  king  and  the  national  allembly,  who  wifhed 
to  refcue  them  from  the  dominion  of  their  mailers, - 
and  inveft  them  with  their  eftates.  It  appeared  from 
indifputable  evidence,  that  afturances  of  this  nature 
were  held  out  to  the  enflaved  negroes; — afturances 
which  could  not  but  excite  their  attention,  awaken 
their  faculties,  and  roufe  them  to  aflion.  Whoever 
(hall  calmly  deliberate  on  thefe,  and  the  other  fafts 
that  have  been  ftated,  will  find  no  difficulty  in  ac- 
counting for  the  dreadful  extent  of  this  infurreclion  j 
or  in  affigning  it  to  its  proper  caufe,  and  tracing  to 
the  fountain-head  thofe  rivers  of  blood  which  llill 
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continue  to  flow  in  this  unfortunate  and  devoted  chap, 
colony  (c)\  ^ii. 

But  it  is  now  time  to  advert  to  the  proceedings 
which  occurred  in  France,  where  we  lelt  Gregoire , 

La  Fayette , Robefpierre , and  the  reft  of  the  fociety 
of  Amis  des  Noirs , exulting  in  the  triumph  they  had 
obtained  on  the  15th  of  May;  and  perhaps  wait- 
ing, in  the  ardent  hope  and  expectation,  that  their 
obnoxious  decree  of  that  date,  would  produce  thofe 
Very  evils  which  actually  refulted  from  it.  It  was 
not  until  the  beginning  of  September  that  informa- 
tion arrived  at  Paris  concerning  the  reception  which 
the  account  of  this  decree  had  met  with  in  St. 
Domingo.  The  tumults,  diforders,  and  confufions 
that  it  produced  there,  were  now  reprefented  in 

(c)  In  September  1791,  when  the  author  was  at  Cape  Fran- 
cois, he  dined  with  a large  company  on  board  the  frigate  la  Pru- 
dent e,  commanded  by  Monf.  Joyeufe  (at  prelent  a diftinguilhed 
admiral  in  the  fervice  of  the  new  republick,  by  the  name  of 
Villaret)  when,  in  the  midfl  of  the  entertainment,  a loud  ex- 
clamation from  the  crew  announced  that  the  gunner  was  returned \ 

This  man,  who  had  been  miffing  fome  weeks,  was  immediately 
brought  forward,  and  gave  the  following  account  of  the  caufe 
of  his  abfence.  He  laid  that,  having  gone  on  Hi  ore,  to  collect 
green  meat  for  the  pigs,  he  was  furrounded  by  the  rebel  negroes, 
who  were  about  putting  him  to  death,  when  Jean  Francois,  the 
chief,  finding  that  he  was  an  officer  in  the  king’s  fervice,  or- 
dered that  his  life  ffiould  be  fpared,  alledging  that  the  king  was 
their  friend.  They  detained  him  however  as  a prifoner,  and 
compelled  him  to  load  and  point  their  artillery  in  the  attack  at 
M.  Gallifet’s  plantation  before-mentioned.  On  the  defeat  of 
the  rebels  in  that  engagement,  he  fortunately  made  his  efcape 
from  them.  Some  of  the  fhocking  enormities  and  cruelties  in- 
flifted  by  the  rebels  on  their  white  prifoners,  as  related  in  the 
preceding  pages,  re  committed  in  this  man’s  prefence. 
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the  ftrongeft  colouring,  and  the  lofs  of  the  colony 
to  France  was  univerfally  apprehended.  At  thiA 
time,  however,  no  fufpicion  was  entertained  con- 
cerning the  enflaved  negroes ; but  a civil  war,  be- 
tween the  whites  and  the  mulattoes,  was  believed  to 
be  inevitable,  The  commercial  and  manufacturing 
towns,  predicting  the  ruin  of  their  trade  and  (flip- 
ping, and  the  lots  of  their  capitals  from  exiting 
dangers,  prefented  rernonftrances  and  petitions  to 
the  national  affembly,  urging  the  neceffity  of  an 
immediate  repeal  of  all  the  decrees  by  which  the 
rights  of  the  planters  were  invaded  ; that  of  the 
15th  of  May  efpecially.  The  conftituent  national 
affembly  was  now  on  the  point  of  diffolution,  and 
perhaps  wifhed  to  leave  every  thing  in  peace.  At 
the  fame  time  the  tide  of  popular  prejudice,  which 
had  hitherto  ran  with  fuch  violence  againft  the  co~ 
lonifts,  was  beginning  to  turn.  Moft  of  thofe 
members  vvhofe  opinions  in  colonial  concerns,  a few 
months  before,  had  guided  the  deliberations  of  the 
national  affembly,  were  now  either  filently  difre- 
garded,  or  treated  with  outrage  ; — a ftrong  and 
ffriking  proof  of  the  lightnefs  and  verfatility  of  the 
French  character.  At  length,  a motion  was  made 
to  annul  the  obnoxious  decree,  and  (ftrange  to  tell !) 
on  the  24th  of  September  its  repeal  was  actually 
voted  by  a large  majority !-— At  this  remarkable 
change  of  fentiment  in  the  fupreme  legiflature,  it 
is  neceffary  to  paufe,  and  remind  the  reader  of  what 
was  doing  at  the  fame  time  in  St.  Domingo  ; where 
as  we  have  feen,  on  the  11th  of  that  very  month, 
the  concordat,  or  truce,  took  pla.ee  between  the  pec- 


ST.  DOMINGO. 


pie  of  colour  and  the  white  inhabitants  of  Port  ail  chap. 
Prince  ; and  on  the  20th,  the  colonial  affembly  at  VII> 
Cape  Francois  publifhed  the  proclamation  men- 
tioned  in  the  latter  part  of  the  preceding  Chapter. 

Thus,  almofl  in  the  very  moment  when  the  juftice 
and  neceffity  of  the  decree  were  acknowledged, 
and  its  faithful  obfervance  promifed,  by  the  colonial 
affembly,  its  repeal  was  pronounced  by  the  national 
legiflature  in  the  mother  country  ! 

To  fuch  repugnancy  and  abfurdity  muft  every 
government  be  driven  that  attempts  to  regulate  and 
direCt  the  local  concerns  of  a country  three  thoufand 
miles  diftant.  Of  the  two  meafures  that  have  been 
mentioned,  it  is  difficult  to  fay  which  produced  the 
greateft  calamities ; the  decree  of  the  1 5th  of  May 
in  the  firft  inftance  ; or  its  unexpected  repeal,  at  the 
time  and  in  the  manner  related  ! Doubts  had  already 
arifen  in  the  minds  of  the  mulattoes  concerning  the 
fincerity  and  good  faith  of  the  white  people,  with 
refpeCt  to  the  concordat.  Their  fufpicions  and  appre- 
henlions  had  indeed  grown  to  iuch  a height,  as  to 
induce  them  to  infill  on  a renewal  and  confirmation 
of  its  provilions ; which  were  accordingly  granted 
them,  by  a new  inftrument,  or  treaty,  of  the  1 ith  of 
October,  and  a fupplementary  agreement  of  the 
20th  of  the  fame  month  : but  no  fooner  was  au- 
thentick  information  received  of  the  proceedings  in 
France,  in  the  repeal  of  the  decree,  than  all  trufc 
and  confidence,  and  every  hope  of  reconciliation  and 
amity  between  the  two  claffes,  vanished  for  ever. 

Ic  was  not  poffible  to  perfuade  the  mulattoes  that 
the  planters  in  the  colony  were  innocent,  and 
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chap,  ignorant  of  the  tranfadtion.  They  accufed  the 
vii.  whites  of  the  moft  horrid  duplicity,  faithlefsnefs  and 
v J treachery ; and  publickly  declared  that  one  party 
or  the  other,  themfelves  or  the  whites,  muff  be  ut- 
terly deftroyed  and  exterminated  : — There  was  no 
longer,  they  faid,  an  alternative. 

In  this  difpofition,  exafperated  to  frenzy,  the 
coloured  people  throughout  the  Weftern  and 
Southern  provinces  flew  to  arms.  In  the  Southern 
province,  a body  of  them  became  mailers  of  Port 
St.  Louis ; but  the  inhabitants  of  Port  au  Prince 
having  been  reinforced,  a Ihort  time  before,  by  the 
arrival  of  fome  troops  from  Europe,  were  better 
prepared,  and  drove  the  revolters  from  the  city  with 
great  daughter.  They  took  poll  in  the  parilh  of 
Croix  cles  Bouquets ; but  found  means,  however, 
before  their  retreat,  to  fet  fire  to  the  city,  and  a 
dreadful  conflagration  enlued,  in  which  more  than 
one-third  of  the  buildings  were  confirmed. 

Open  war,  and  war  in  all  its  horrors,  was  now  re- 
newed. All  the  foft  workings  of  humanity — what 
our  great  dramatick  poet  calls  the  compunctious  vijitings 
of  nature — were  now  abforbed  in  the  raging  and  infa- 
tiablethirflofrevenge,  which  inflamed  each  clals  alike. 
It  was  no  longer  a conteft  for  mere  vidtory,  but  a 
diabolical  emulation  which  party  could  inflict  the 
molt  abominable  cruelties  on  the  other.  The  en- 
flaved  negroes  in  the  diitrict  called  Cul-de-Sac 
having  joined  the  mulattoes,  a bloody  engagement 
took  place,  in  which  the  negroes,  being  ranged  in 
front,  and  adting  without  any  kind  of  difcipline, 
left  two  thoufand  of  their  number  dead  on  the  field. 
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Of  the  mulattoes  about  fifty  were  killed,  and  fe-  c h a p. 
Veral  taken  prifoners.  The  whites  claimed  the  vn. 
victory  j but  for  want  of  cavalry  were  unable  to  im-  ' ”v  J 
prove  it  by  a purfuit,  and  contented  themfelves  with 
fatiating  their  revenge  on  their  captives.  Every- 
refinement  in  cruelty  that  the  moil  depraved  imagi- 
nation could  fuggeft,  was  pradtifed  on  the  perfons 
of  thofe  wretched  men.  One  of  the  mulatto  leaders 
was  unhappily  among  the  number : him  the  vidtors 
placed  on  an  elevated  feat  in  a cart,  and  fecured  him 
in  it  by  driving  large  i'piked  nails  through  his  feet 
into  the  boards.  In  this  condition  he  was  led 
a miferable  fpedtacle  through  the  city.  His  bones 
were  afterwards  broken,  and  he  was  then  thrown 
alive  into  the  flames ! 

The  mulattoes  fcorned  to  be  outdone  in  deeds 
of  vengeance,  and  atrocities  fhameful  to  humanity. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Jeremie  a body  of  them 
attacked  the  houfe  of  M.  Sejourne,  and  fecured  the 
perfons  both  of  him  and  his  wife.  This  unfortunate 
woman  (my  hand  trembles  while  I write!)  was  far 
advanced  in  her  pregnancy.  The  monfters,  whole 
prifoner  fhe  was,  having  firft  murdered  her  hufband 
in  her  prefence,  ripped  her  up  alive,  and  threw  the 
infant  to  the  hogs.— They  then  (how  (hall  I relate 
it !)  fewed  up  the  head  of  the  murdered  hufband 
in ! ! ! — Such  are  thy  triumphs,  philanthropy  ! 

With  thefe  enormities  terminated  the  diiaftrous 
year  1791.  Juft  before  Chrrftmas  the  three  civil 
commiflioners  nominated  by  tL  national  aflembly 
for  St.  Domingo,  arrived  at  Cape  Francois.  Much 
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chap,  was  expefted  from  their  appointment  by  the  friends 
vii.  of  peace  and  good  order ; but  the  fequel  will  fhew 
' that  they  effedled  very  little  towards  reftoring  the 
peace  of  the  country. 


Tranjlation  of  the  Letter  of  A bbe  Gregoire, 
Bi/hop  of  the  Department  of  Loire  and  Cher , 
Deputy  of  the  National  Affembly,  to  the  Citizens 
of  Colour  in  the  French  W ejl  Indies , concerning 
the  Decree  of  the  1 5 th  of  May  1791. 

FRIENDS! 

You  were  MEN ; — you  are  now  CITIZENS. 
Reinftated  in  the  fulnefs  of  your  rights,  you  will,  in  future, 
participate  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  people.  The  decree 
which  the  national  aflemblyhas  juft  published  refpefting  you, 
is  not#  favour ; for  a favour  is  a priviltge : and  a privilege  to 
one  clafs  of  people  is  an  injury  to  all  the  reft. — 'They  are  words 
which  will  no  longer  difgrace  the  laws  of  the  French. 

In  fecuring  to  you  the  exercife  of  your  political  rights, 
we  have  acquitted  ourfelves  of  a debt : — not  to  have  paid  it, 
would  have  been  a crime  on  our  part,  and  a difgrace  to  the 
conftitution.  The  legiflators  of  a free  nation  certainly 
could  not  do  lefs  for  you  than  our  ancient  defpots  have 
done. 

It  is  now  above  a century  ago  that  Louis  XIV  folemnly 
acknowledged  and  proclaimed  your  rights;  but  of  this  fa- 
cred  inheritance  you  have  been  defrauded  by  pride  and 
avarice,  which  have  gradually  increafed  your  burthens,  and 
embittered  your  exiftence. 

The  regeneration  of  the  French  empire  opened  your 
hearts  to  hopej  whofe  cheering  influence  has  alleviated  the 
weight  of  your  miferies:  miferies  of  which  the  people  of 
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Europe  had  no  idea.  While  the  white  planters  refident  c h A P. 
among  us  were  loud  in  their  complaints  again  ft  minifterial  yil. 
tyranny,  they  took  efpecial  care  to  be  filent  as  to  their  own.  J 

Not  a hint  was  fuggefted  concerning  the  complaints  of  th© 
unhappy  people  of  mixed  blood  ; who,  notwithftanding,  are 
their  own  children.  It  is  zve,  who,  at  the  diftance  of  two 
thoufand  leagues  from  you,  have  been  conftrained  to  protedl 
thofe  children  againft  the  negledl,  the  contempt,  the  unna-* 
tural  cruelty  of  their  fathers ! 

But  it  is  in  vain  that  they  have  endeavoured  to  fupprefs 
the  juftice  of  your  claims.  Your  groans,  notwithftanding 
the  extent  of  the  ocean  which  feparates  us,  have  reached 
the  hearts  of  the  European  Frenchmen; — for  they  have 
heart's. 

God  Almighty  comprehends  all  men  in  the  circle  of  his 
mercy.  His  love  makes  no  diftindtion  between  them,  but 
what  arifes  from  the  different  degrees  of  their  virtues.  Can 
laws  then,  which  ought  to  be  an  emanation  of  eternal  juf- 
tice,  encourage  fo  culpable  a partiality  ? Can  that  government, 
whofe  duty  it  is  to  protect  alike  all  the  members  of  the  fame 
great  family,  be  the  mother  of  one  branch,  and  the  ftep- 
mother  only  of  the  others  ? 

No,  gentlemen  : — you  could  not  efcape  the  folicitude  of 
the  national  affembly.  In  unfolding  to  the  eyes  of  the  uni- 
verfe  the  great  charter  of  nature,  your  titles  were  traced.  An 
attempt  had  indeed  been  made  to  expunge  them  ; but  happily 
they  are  written  in  chara&ers  as  indelible  as  the  facred 
image  of  the  Deity,  which  is  graven  on  your  countenances. 

Already  had  the  national  affembly,  in  the  inftrudtions 
which  it  prepared  for  the  government  of  the  colonies,  on 
the  28th  of  March  1790,  comprized  both  the  whites  and 
people  of  colour  under  one  common  denomination.  Your 
enemies,  in  afferting  the  contrary,  have  publifhed  a falfhood. 

It  is  inconteftibly  true,  that  when  I demanded  you  fliould 
be  exprefsly  named,  a great  number  of  members,  among 
whom  were  feveral  planters,  eagerly  exclaimed,  that  you 
were  already  comprehended  under  the  general  words  con- 
tained in  thofe  inftructions.  M.  Barnave  himfelf,  upon  my 
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repeated  appeals  to  him  on  that  head,  has  at  length  acknow- 
ledged, before  the  whole  aflembly,  that  this  was  the  fadf. 
j It  now  appears  how  much  reafon  i had  to  apprehend  that  a 
falfe  conftrudtion  would  be  put  upon  cur  decree ! 

New  opprelfions  on  the  part  of  your  matters,  and  new 
miferies  on  yours,  until  at  length  the  cup  of  afflidfion  is  filled 
even  to  the  brim,  have  but  too  well  juftified  myapprehenfions. 
The  letters  which  I have  received  from  you  upon  this  head, 
have  forced  tears  from  my  eyes.  Pofterity  will  learn,  with 
aftonifhment  and  indignation,  that  a caufe  like  yours,  the 
juftice  of  which  is  fo  evident,  was  made  the  fubjedtof  debate 
for  no  lefs  than  five  days  fuccellively.  Alas  ! when  huma- 
nity is  obliged  to  ftruggle  fo  long  againft  vanity  and  preju- 
dice, its  triumph  is  dearly  obtained  ! 

It  is  a long  time  that  the  fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirs  have 
employed  themfelv#s  in  finding  out  the  means  to  foften  your 
lot,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Haves.  It  is  difficult — perhaps  im- 
polfible — to  do  good  with  entire  impunity.  The  meritorious 
zeal  of  this  fociety  has  drawn  upon  them  much  obloquy. 
Defpicable  writers  have  lanced  their  poifonous  fhafts  at  them, 
and  impudent  libels  have  never  ceafed  to  repeat  objedtions 
and  calumnies,  which  have  been  a hundred  times  anfwered 
and  refuted.  How  often  have  we  been  accufed  of  being  fold 
to  the  Englilh,  and  of  being  paid  by  them  for  fending  you 
inflammatory  writings  and  arms  ? You  know,  my  friends, 
the  weaknefs  and  wickednefs  of  thefe  charges.  We  have 
inceflantly  recommended  to  you  attachment  to  your  country, 
resignation  and  patience,  while  waiting  the  return  of  juftice! 
Nothing  has  been  able  to  cool  our  zeal,  or  that  of  your 
brethren  of  mixed  blood  who  are  at  Paris.  M.  Raimond,  in 
particular,  has  devoted  himfelf  moft  heroically  to  your  defence. 
With  what  tranfport  would  you  have  feen  this  diftinguifhed 
citizen,  at  the  bar  of  the  national  aflembly,  of  which  he 
ought  to  be  a member,  laying  before  it  the  affedting  pidture 
of  your  miferies,  and  ftrenuoufly  claiming  your  rights  ! If 
that  aflembly  had  facrificed  them,  it  would  have  tarnifhed  its 
glory.  It  was  its  duty  to  decree  with  juftice,  to  explain  itfelf 
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clearly,  and  caufe  its  laws  to  be  executed  with  firmnefs  : it  c H A I’, 
has  done  fo  ; and  if  (which  God  forbid  !)  feme  event,  hidden  vir. 
in  the  womb  of  futurity,  fhould  tear  our  colonies  from  us,  ' — T“— 
would  it  not  be  better  to  have  a lofs  to  deplore,  than  an 
injuftice  to  reproach  ourfelves  with  ? 

Citizens  ! raife  once  more  your  humiliated  counte- 
nances, and  to  the  dignity  of  men,  afTociate  the  courage  and 
noblenefs  of  a free  people.  The  1 5th  of  May,  the  day  in 
which  you  recovered  your  rights,  ought  to  be  for  ever  me- 
morable to  you  and  to  your  children.  This  epoch  will 
periodically  awaken  in  you  fentiments  of  gratitude  towards 
the  Supreme  Being;  and  nlay  your  accents  afeend  to  the 
vault  of  heaven,  towards  which  your  grateful  hands  will  be 
extended  ! At  length  you  have  a country.  Hereafter  you 
will  fee  nothing  above  you  but  the  law  ; while  the  opportu- 
nity of  concurring  in  the  framing  it,  will  allure  to  you  that 
indefeafiblc  right  of  all  mankind,  the  right  of  obeying  your- 
felves  only. 

You  have  a country:  and  it  will  no  longer  be  a land 
of  exile,  where  you  meet  none  but  tyrants  on  the  one  hand, 
and  companions  in  misfortune  on  the  other;  the  former  diftri- 
buting,  and  the  latter  receiving,  contempt  and  outrage. 

The  groans  of  your  afflictions  were  punilhed  as  the  clamours 
of  rebellion;  and  Htuated  between  the  uplifted  poinard,  and 
certain  death,  thofe  unhappy  countries  were  often  moiftened 
with  your  tears,  and  fometimes  ftained  with  your  blood. 

You  have  a country : and  happinefs  will  fhine  on  the 
feat  of  your  nativity.  You  will  now  enjoy  in  peace  the 
fruits  of  the  fields  which  you  have  cultivated  without  com- 
pullion.  Then  will  be  filled  up  that  interval,  which,  placing 
at  an  immenfe  diftance  from  each  other,  the  children  of  the 
fame  father,  has  fuppreffed  the  voice  of  nature,  and  broke 
the  bands  of  fraternity  afunder.  Then  will  the  chafte  enjoy- 
ments of  conjugal  union  take  place  of  thofe  vile  fallies  of 
debauchery,  by  which  the  majefty  of  moral  fentiment  has 
been  irifulted.  By  what  ftrange  perverfton  of  reafon  can 
it  be  deemed  difgraceful  in  a white  man  to  marry  a black  or 
H 4 mulatto 
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CHAP,  mulatto  'woman,  when  it  is  not  thought  difhonourable  in 
Vii.  him  to  be  connected  with  her  in  the  moil  licentious  fami- 

The  lefs  real  worth  a man  poffcffes,  the  more  he  feeks  to 
avail  himfelf  of  the  appearances  of  virtue.  What  can  be 
more  abfurd  than  to  make  the  merit  of  a perfon  to  confift  in 
different  fhades  of  the  fkinxor  in  a complexion  more  or  lefs 
fallow  ? The  man  who  thinks  at  all  muft  fometimes  blufk 
at  being  a man,  when  he  fees  his  fellow-creatures  blinded  by 
fuch  ridiculous  prejudices;  but  as' unfortunately  pride  is  one 
of  thofe  failings  we  moft  unwillingly  part  with,  the  empire  of 
prejudice  is  the  mofc  difficult  t6  fubvert:  man  appears  to  be 
unable  to  arrive  at  truth,  until  he  has  exhaufted  his  ftrength 
in  travelling  through  the  different  paths  of  error. 

This  prejudice  againft  the  mulattoes  and  negroes  has 
however  no  existence  in  our  Eaftern  colonies.  Nothing 
can  be  more  affecting  than  the  eulogium  made  on  the  people 
of  colour  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  world,  in  the 
inftrudtions  given  by  them,  to  thofe  they  have  appointed  their 
deputies  to  the  national  affembly.  The  members  of  the 
academy  of  fciences  pride  themfelvcs  in  reckoning  a mulatto 
of  thelfle  of  France  in  the  number  of  their  correfpondents. 
Among  curfelves,  a worthy  negro  is  a fuperior  officer  of  the 
difhicl  of  St.  Hypolite,  in  the  department  of  Gard.  We 
do  not  conceive  that  a difference  of  colour  can  be  the  foun- 
dation of  different  rights  among  members  of  the  fame  poli- 
tical fociety.  It  is  therefore  we  find  no  fuch  defpicable 
pride  among  our  brave  national  guards,  who  offer  themfelves 
to  embark  for  the  Weil  Indies  to  infure  the  execution  of 
our  decrees.  Perfectly  concurring  in  the  laudable  fentiments 
manifeftcd  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bourdeaux,  they  acknow- 
ledge w ith  them,  that  the  decree  refpedting  the  people  of 
colour,  framed  under  the  aufpices  of  prudence  and  wifdom, 
is  an  homage  rendered  to  reafon  and  juflice.  While  the 
deputies  from  the  colonies  have  endeavoured  to  calumniate 
your  intentions,  and  thofe  of  the  mercantile  part  of  the  nation, 
die  conJudtof  thofe  deputies  is  perfectly  contradictory.  Arr 

dently 
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dently  foliciting  their  own  admiffion  among  us  at  Verfailles ; CHAP, 
fwearing  with  us  in  the  Tennis  Court  not  to  feparate  from  vil. 
us,  until  the  conftitution  fhould  be  eftablilhed,  and  then 
declaring,  when  the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  was  paffed, 
that  they  could  no  longer  continue  to  fit  with  us  ! This  de- 
fertion  is  a defertion  of  their  principles,  and  a breach  of  their 
folemn  oaths. 

All  thofe  white  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  who  are 
worthy  the  name  of  Frenchmen,  have  haflened  to  abjure  fuch 
ridiculous  prejudices,  and  have  promifed  to  regard  you  in 
future  as  brothers  and  friends.  With  what  delightful  fenfa- 
tions  do  we  cite  the  words  of  the  citizens  of  Jacmel.  “ We 
“ fwear  to  obey,  without  referve,  the  decrees  of  the  national 
“ affembly  refpeCiing  our  prefent  and  future  conftitution, 

“ and  even  fuch  of  them  as  may  fubftantially  change  it !” 

The  citizens  of  Port  au  Prince  tell  the  national  affembly  the 
fame  thing,  in  different  words.  “ Condefcend,  gentlemen,” 
fay  they,  “to  receive  the  oath  which  the  municipality  has 
taken  to  you,  in  the  name  of  the  commons  of  Port  au  Prince, 
u punctually  to  obey  and  execute  all  your  decrees,  and  never 
“ to  fwerve  from  them  in  any  refpeCt  whatfoever.” 

Thus  has  philofophy  enlarged  its  horizon  in  the  new 
world,  and  foon  will  abfurd  prejudices  have  no  other  fup- 
porters  than  a few  inferior  tyrants,  who  wifh  to  perpetuate 
in  America,  the  reign  of  that  defpotifm  which  has  been  abo- 
liflied  in  France. 

W hat  would  thefe  men  have  faid,  if  the  people  of  colour 
had  endeavoured  to  deprive  the  whites  of  their  political  advan- 
tages? With  what  energy  would  they  not  have  exclaimed 
at  fuch  an  oppreffion  ! Inflamed  into  madnefs  at  finding  that 
your  rights  have  been  pointed  out  to  you,  their  irritated 
pride  may  perhaps  lead  them  to  make  every  effort  to  render 
our  decrees  ineffectual.  They  will  probably  endeavour  to 
raife  fuch  difturbances,  as,  by  wrefting  the  colonies  from 
the  mother  country,  will  enable  them  to  defraud  their  credi- 
tors of  their  juft  debts.  They  have  inceffantly  alarmed  us 
With  threats  that  St.  Domingo  will  be  loft,  if  juftice  be 

rendered 
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CHAP,  rendered  to  you.  In  this  affertion  we  have  found  nothing; 
Vii.  but  falfehood:  v/e  pleafe  ourfelves  in  the  belief,  that  our 
'-Y*— decree  will  draw  the  bands  ftill  clofer  which  unite  you  to 
the  mother  country.  Your  patriotifm,  your  intereft,  and 
your  affections,  will  concur  in  inducing  you  to  confine  your 
commercial  connections  to  France  only  ; and  the  reciprocal 
tributes  of  induftry  will  eftablilh  between  her  and  her  colo- 
nies a conftant  interchange  of  riches  and  good  offices.  If  you 
adt  unfaithfully  towards  France,  you  will  be  the  bafeft  and 
mod  abandoned  of  the  human  race.  But  no  ! generous 
citizens,  you  will  not  become  traitors  to  your  country  : you 
fhudder  at  the  idea.  Rallied,  with  all  other  good  French- 
men, around  the  ftandard  of  liberty,  you  v/ill  defend  our 
glorious  conftitution.  The  day  fhall  arrive,  when  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people  of  colour  will  crofs  the  ocean  to 
take  their  feats  with  us,  and  fwear  to  live  and  die  under 
our  laws.  The  day  fhall  arrive  among  you  when  the  fun 
will  fhine  on  none  but  freemen  ; when  the  rays  of  light 
fhall  no  longer  fall  on  the  fetters  of  flavery.  It  is  true,  the 
national  affembly  has  not  yet  raifed  the  condition  of  the 
enflaved  negroes  to  a level  with  your  fituation ; becaufe 
fuddenly  granting  the  rights,  to  thofe  who  are  ignorant  of  the 
duties  of  citizens,  might  perhaps  have  been  a fatal  prefent 
to  them:  but  forget  not,  that  they,  like  yourfelves,  are  born 
to  freedom  and  perfect  equality.  It  is  in  the  irrefiftible 
courfe  of  things  that  all  nations,  whofe  liberty  has  been  in- 
vaded, fliall  recover  that  precious  portion  of  their  indefeafible 
inheritance ! 

Y ou  are  accufed  of  treating  your  Haves  much  worfe  than 
the  whites : but,  alas  1 fo  various  have  been  the  detra&ions 
with  which  you  have  been  afperfed,  that  it  would  be  weak- 
nefs  in  us  to  credit  the  charge.  If,  however,  there  be  any 
foundation  for  what  has  been  advanced  on  this  head,  fo  con- 
du£t  yourfelves  in  future  as  to  prove  it  will  be  a fhameful 
calumny  hereafter. 

Your  oppreffors  have  heretofore  endeavoured  to  hide  from 
their  Haves  the  light  of  chriftianity,  becaufe  the  religion  of 
§ mildnefs. 
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mildnefs,  equality,  and  liberty,  fuits  not  with  fuch  blood- 
thirfty  men.  May  your  conduct  be  the  reverfe  of  theirs . 
Univerfal  love  is  the  language  of  the  gofpel ; your  paftors 
will  make  it  heard  among  you.  Open  your  hearts  to  re- 
ceive this  divine  fyftem  of  morality.  We  have  mitigated 
your  misfortunes,  alleviate,  on  your  part,  thofe  of  the  un- 
happy vidlims  of  avarice,  who  moiften  your  fields  with  their 
fvveat,  and  often  with  their  tears.  Let  the  exifienee  of  your 
flaves  be  no  longer  their  torment ; but  by  your  kind  treat- 
ment of  them,  expiate  the  crimes  of  Europe  ! 

By  leading  them  on  progreilively  to  liberty,  you  will  fulfil 
a duty:  you  will  prepare  for  yourfelves  the  moft  comfortable 
refledlions : you  will  do  honour  to  humanity,  and  infure  the 
profperity  of  the  colonies.  Such  will  be  your  conduct  to- 
wards your  brethren,  the  negroes  ; but  what  ought  it  to  be 
towards  your  fathers,  the  whites  ? Doubtlefs  you  will  be 
permitted  to  lhed  tears  over  the  aflies  of  Ferrand  de  Baudierey 
and  the  unfortunate  Oge , afiaffinated  under  the  forms  of  law, 
and  dying  on  the  wheel  for  having  wifhed  to  be  free  ! But 
may  he  among  you  perifh,  who  {hall  dare  to  entertain  an 
idea  of  revenge  againft  your  perfecutors  ! They  are  already 
delivered  over  to  the  flings  of  their  own  confciences,  and 
covered  with  eternal  infamy.  The  abhorrence  in  which 
they  are  held  by  the  prefent  race  of  mankind,  only  precedes 
the  execration  of  pofterity.  Bury  then  in  eternal  oblivion 
every  fentiment  of  hatred,  and  tafte  the  delicious  pleafure  of 
conferring  benefits  on  your  oppreflors.  Reprefs  even  too 
marked  expreflions  of  your  joy,  which,  in  caufing  them  to 
reflect  on  their  own  injuftice  towards  you,  will  make  their 
remorfe  ftill  more  pungent. 

Strictly  obedient  to  the  laws,  teach  your  children  to 
refpedt  them.  By  a careful  education,  inftrudt  them  in  all 
the  duties  of  morality ; fo  {hall  you  prepare  for  the  fucceed- 
ing generation,  virtuous  citizens,  honourable  men,  enlightened 
patriots,  and  defenders  of  their  country  ! 

How  will  their  hearts  be  affedled  when,  conducing  them 
£0  your  fliores,  you  diredl  their  looks  towards  France,  telling 
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CHAP.  t^em>  “ beyond  thofe  feas  is  your  parent  country ; it  is  from 


“ thence  we  have  received  juftice,  protection,  happinefs, 
“ and  liberty.  There  dwell  our  fellow  citizens,  our  bre- 
“ thren,  and  our  friends  : to  them  we  have  fworn  an  eternal 
“ friendship.  Heirs  of  our  fentiments,  and  of  our  affeCtions, 
“ may  your  hearts  and  your  lips  repeat  our  oaths  ! Live  to 
“ love  them ; and,  if  necefiary,  die  to  defend  them  !” 


0 


Signed, 


GREGOIRE, 


Paris,  8th  June,  1791. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Reception  and  Proceedings  of  the  Civil  Commiffioners, 
and  their  Return  to  France — National  Decree  of 
the  yth  of  April  1792 — Appointment  of  a new 
Governor  ( Motif.  Defparbes ) and  three  other  Com- 
miffioners ( Santhonax,  Polverel,  and  Ailhaud ) — 

Their  Embarkation  and  Arrival , with  a feleEl  Body 
of  Troops — Their  violent  Proceedings — Appointment, 
by  the  Executive  Council,  of  M.  Galbaud  as  Chief 
Governor,  in  the  Room  of  Defparbes — His  Arrival, 
and  Difputes  with  the  Commiffioners — Both  Parties 
proceed  to  hofilities — The  revolted  Negroes  called 
in  to  the  AJfifance  of  the  Commiffioners — A general 
Maffacre  of  the  White  Inhabitants , and  Conflagra- 
tion of  the  Town  of  Cape  Francois. 

T he  civil  commiffioners  who  were  to  reftore  peace  chap. 
and  fubordination  in  St.  Domingo,  and  whofe  arrival  vm. 
there  was  noticed  in  the  lad  Chapter,  were  named 
Mirbeck,  Roome,  and  St.  Leger.  Mirbeck  and  I792- 
Roome  had  formerly  been  known  as  advocates  in 
the  parliaments  of  Paris  5 and  St.  Leger,  who  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  had  pradtifed  many  years  in  France 
as  a furgeon.  Although  the  confufion  of  the  times 
had  elevated  thefe  men  to  power,  not  one  of  them 
was  diftinguifhed  for  extraordinary  abilities,  and 
their  rank  in  life  was  not  fuch  as  to  command  any 
great  degree  of  confideration  from  the  planters. 

They  were  received  however,  from  refpect  to  their 
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chap,  appointment,  with  politenefs  and  fubmiffion,  both 
vm.  by  the  governor  and  the  inhabitants.  Military 
honours  were  fhewn  them,  and  they  were  led  in 

I792.  . J 

publick  procelfion  to  the  cathedral,  where  the  blef- 
fing  of  the  Almighty  was  devoutly  implored  for  fuc- 
cefs  to  their  million. 

Their  firft  proceeding,  after  announcing  the 
new  conllitution  and  form  of  government  for  the 
mother  country,  as  confirmed  by  the  king,  was  to 
publilh  the  decree  of  the  24th  of  September  1791, 
by  which  the  fatal  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  was 
annulled.  So  far  all  was  well:  but  a few  days 
afterwards  they  took  upon  them  to  proclaim  a ge- 
neral amnefty  and  pardon  to  fuch  people,  of  all  de- 
fcriptions,  as  fhould  lay  down  their  arms,  and  come 
in,  within  a certain  prefcribed  time,  and  take  the 
oaths  required  by  the  new  conftitution.  This 
meafure  loft  them  the  confidence  of  all  the  white 
inhabitants  : a general  amnefty  to  the  men  of  colour 
and  revolted  Haves,  was  confidered  as  a juftification 
of  the  moft  horrible  enormities,  and  as  holding  out 
a dangerous  example  to  fuch  of  the  negroes  as  pre- 
ferved  their  fidelity;  and  it  loft  its  effedt  on  the 
mulattoes,  by  being  accompanied  with  a repeal  of 
their  favourite  decree.  With  what  contempt  and 
indignity  it  was  received  by  the  latter,  the  following 
circumftance  will  demonftrate.  At  Petit  Goave , the 
mulattoes  were  mailers,  and  held  in  clofe  confine- 
ment thirty-four  white  perfons,  whom  they  referved 
for  vengeance.  On  the  publication  of  this  amnefty, 
they  led  them  to  execution  : but  inftead  of  putting 
them  to  immediate  death,  they  caufed  each  of  them 
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to  be  broken  alive;  and  in  the  midft  of  their  tor-  chap. 
tures,  read  to  them,  in  a ftrain  of  diabolical  mock-  vm. 
ery,  the  proclamation  aloud  ; affeCting  to  confider 
it  as  a pardon  for  the  cruelties  they  had  juft  com- 
mitted. 

The  unlimited  and  indefinite  authority  which 
the  commiffioners  feemed  to  claim,  alarmed  the  co- 
lonial afiembly,  who  defired  to  be  informed  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  their  powers.  To  this  requeft 
no  fatisfaCfory  anfwer  being  given,  the  commif- 
fioners loft  ground  in  the  publick  opinion  daily  ; and 
their  perfonal  conduct,  as  individuals,  contributed 
by  no  means  ter  acquire  them  refpeCt.  Mirbeck 
fpent  the  greateft  part  of  his  time  in  the  practice  of 
low  debauchery,  giving  indulgence  to  his  vicious 
propenfities  without  reftraint  or  decency.  St  Leger 
confidered  his  appointment  as  an  authority  to  exact 
money,  in  which  he  was  little  fcrupulous,  and  laid 
the  few  mulatto  people  who  remained  faithful,  under 
a moft  unmerciful  contribution.  Roome  alone  con- 
ducted himfelf  without  reproach  : he  was  a well- 
meaning  inoffenfive  man,  and  attempted,  though 
without  effedt,  to  aCt  the  part  of  a mediator  between 
the  different  factions  which  defolated  the  country. 
Thispraife  at  leaft  was  given  him  — that  if  he  did  no 
good , he  did  no  harm. 

After  a fhort  ftay  at  Cape  Francis,  the  com- 
miffioners vifited  other  parts  of  the  colony;  but 
finding  themlelves  everywhere  very  lightly  regarded, 
and  having  no  troops  to  fupport  their  authority, 
they  returned  feparately  to  France  in  the  months  of 
March  and  April. 
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Troops  however,  as  I have  obferved,  had  ar- 
rived from  France  to  the  number  in  the  whole  of 
about  four  thoufand  ; but,  in  the  fpirit  of  the  times, 
they  manifefled  very  little  obedience  either  to  the 
civil  commiffioners,  or  the  governor  of  the  colony  ; 
yet  they  ferved  as  a check  to  the  revolters,  who 
would  otherwife,  in  all  probability,  before  this  time, 
have  become  matters  both  of  Cape  Francois  and. 
Port  au  Prince.  In  the  Northern  province,  the 
rebel  negroes  indeed  were  fuppofed  to  beconflderably 
reduced  by  aifeafe  and  famine.  Having  dettroyed 
all  the  provifion  grounds,  and  devoured  the  cattle  of 
all  kinds  on  the  plain  of  the  Cape,  they  had  now 
taken  poffeffion  of  the  furrounding  mountainous 
diftriifts,  and  were  compelled  by  their  chief  leader, 
Jean  Francois , a negro  of  great  fagacity,  to  plant 
provifions  for  their  future  fubfiftence;  a meafure 
which  has  kept  the  flames  of  rebellion  alive  to  the 
prefent  hour. 

In  the  meantime,  the  ftate  of  publick  affairs  in 
the  mother  country  was  tending  to  a great  and  omi- 
nous change.  Ever  fince  the  flight  and  l'eizure  of  their 
unhappy  king,  in  the  mouth  of  June  1791,  the  fac- 
tion was  hourly  increafing  in  numbers  which  was  foon 
to  lay  the  kingdom  in  ruins,  and  bring  the  monarch 
himfelf  to  the  fcaffold.  The  Jacobin  party,  headed 
by  a blood-thirfty  triumvirate  (a),  were  becoming 
all  -powerful ; and  the  fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirs  had 
once  more  acquired  a fatal  afcendancy  in  the  legif- 
lative  body.  On  the  29th  of  February,  one  of 
them,  named  Garun  de  Coition,  after  a long  and  in- 
i'" a)  Danfon,  Robefpierre  and  Marar. 
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'•dammatory  harangue  again  ft  the  planters  in  general, 
propofed  the  form  of  a decree  for  abrogating  that  of 
the  24th  of  September,  declaring  a general  amnefty 
throughout  all  the  French  colonies ; and  enabling, 
that  new  colonial  alfemblies  flrould  be  formed, 
which  flrould  tranfmit  their  fentiments  not  only  on 
the  fubject  of  the  internal  government  of  the  co- 
lonies, but  alfo  on  the  bejl  method  of  effecting  the 
abolition  of  negro  favery  in  to  to. 

Frantick  as  the  new  legislature  (b)  had 
fhewn  itfelf  on  many  occafions  fince  its  fir  id  meet- 
ing, a majority  could  not  at  this  time  be  found  to 
vote  for  fo  fenfelefs  and  extravagant  a proportion  ; 
but  in  about  two  months  afterwards,  this  alfembly 
palled  the  famous  decree  of  the  4th  of  April  1792, 
of  which  it  is  necelfary  the  reader  lhould  be  fur- 
niflaed  with  a copy  at  large  5 and  it  is  conceived  in 
the  words  following : 

“The  national  affembly  acknowledges  and  d&- 
clares,  that  the  people  of  colour  and  free  negroes  in 
the  colonies  ought  to  enjoy  an  equality  of  political 
rights  with  the  whites  ; in  confequence  of  which 
it  decrees  as  follows  : 

Article  i ft.  Immediately  after  the  publication 
of  the  prefent  decree,  the  inhabitants  of  each  of  the 
French  colonies  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward 
Mands,  fhall  proceed  to  the  re-elebtion  of  colonial 
and  parochial  affemblies,  after  the  mode  prefcribed 
by  the  decree  of  the  3th  of  March  1790,  and  the 

(h)  The  former  aflembly  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
the  ConJUtuent  Aflembly.  The  new  one  met  the  ift  of  Cdtobef 
1791,  and  called  itfelf  theFirft  LegiJIative  Aflembly, 
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inftructions  of  the  national  affembly  of  the  28th  of 
the  fame  month. 

2d.  The  people  of  colour  and  free  negroes  fhall 
be  admitted  to  vote  in  all  the  primary  and  electoral 
affemblies,  and  fhall  be  eligible  to  the  legiflature 
and  all  places  of  truft,  provided  they  poffefs  the 
qualifications  prefcribed  by  the  4th  article  of  the 
aforefaid  inftrudtions. 

qd.  Three  civil  commiffioners  fhall  be  named 
for  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo,  and  four  for  the 
iflands  of  Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  St.  Lucia,  and 
Tobago,  to  fee  this  decree  enforced. 

4th.  The  faid  commiffioners  fhall  be  authorized 
to  diffolve  the  prefent  colonial  affemblies  ; to  take 
every  meafure  neceffary  for  accelerating  the  con- 
vocation of  the  primary  and  electoral  affemblies,  and 
therein  to  eltablifh  union,  order,  and  peace  : as  well 
as  to  determine  provifionally  (referving  the  power  of 
appeal  to  the  national  affembly)  upon  every  queftion 
which  may  arife  concerning  the  regularity  of  convo- 
cations, the  holding  of  affemblies,  the  form  of  elec- 
tions, and  the  eligibility  of  citizens. 

5th.  They  are  alfo  authorized  to  procure  every 
information  poffible,  in  order  todifcover  the  authors 
of  the  troubles  in  St.  Domingo,  and  the  continuance 
thereof,  if  they  ftill  continue  ; to  fecure  the  perfons 
of  the  guilty,  and  to  fend  them  over  to  France,  there 
to  be  put  in  a date  of  accufation,  &c. 

6th.  The  faid  civil  commiffioners  fhall  be  di- 
rected for  this  purpofe  to  tranfmit  to  the  national 
affembly  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  and  of  the 
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evidence  they  may  have  collected  concerning  the  chap. 
perfons  accufed  as  aforefaid,  viii. 

7th.  The  national  aflembly  authorizes  the  civil 
commiffioners  to  call  forth  the  pubhek  force  when- 
ever they  may  think  it  neceflary,  either  for  their  own 
protedion,  or  for  the  execution  of  fuch  orders  as 
they  may  itTue  by  virtue  of  the  preceding  articles. 

8th.  The  executive  power  is  direded  to  fend  a 
fufficient  force  to  the  colonies,  to  be  compofcd 
chiefly  of  national  guards. 

9th.  The  colonial  aflemblies,  immediately  after 
their  formation,  fhall  fignify,  in  the  name  of  each 
colony  refpedively,  their  fentiments  refpeding  that 
conftitution,  thofe  laws,  and  the  adminiflration  of 
them,  which  will  belt  promote  the  profperity  and 
liappinefs  of  the  people ; conforming  themfelves 
nevertheless  to  thofe  general  principles  by  which  the 
colonies  and  mother  country  are  conneded  together, 
and  by  which  their  refpedive  interefts  are  bed  fe- 
cured,  agreeably  to  the  decree  of  the  Sth  of  March 
1790,  and  inftrudions  of  the  28th  of  the  fame 
month. 

loth.  The  colonial  aflemohes  are  authorized  to 
fend  home  delegates  for  the  purpofes  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  article,  in  numbers  proportionate  to 
the  population  of  each  colony  ; which  proportion 
fhall  be  forthwith  determined  by  the  national 
aflembly,  according  to  the  report  which  its  colonial 
committee  is  direded  to  make. 

nth.  Former  decrees  refpeding  the  colonies 
fhall  be  in  force  in  every  thing  not  contrary  to  the 
prefent  decree.” 
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It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  men  who  (rejecting 
all  pretenfions  to  confiftency,  antldefpifing  theleflbns 
of  experience)  fir  ft  propofed  this  decree,  and  finally 
prevailed  in  carrying  it  through  the  legiflative  af- 
fembly,  had  duly  confidered  of  the  means  for  en- 
furing  its  execution  in  the  colonies,  and  were  pro- 
vided with  fit  inftruments  for  that  purpofe.  The 
new  commiffioners  nominated  for  St.  Domingo 
were  Me  firs.  Santhonax,  Polverel,  and  Ailhaud, 
all  of  them  among  the  moft  violent  of  the  Jacobin 
faction  ; and  it  was  refolved  to  furnilh  them  with 
fuch  a force  as  (if  properly  employed)  would,  it  was 
alledged,  not  only  eftablilh  their  authority,  but  put  a 
fpeedy  end  to  all  the  difturbances  which  had  fo  long 
affiicded  and  defolated  the  colony.  Six  thoufand 
men,  fele&ed  with  great  circumfpedtion,  from  the 
national  guards,  with  officers  whofe  principles  were 
well  known  to  their  employers,  were  accordingly 
ordered  to  embark  forthwith  for  St.  Domingo. 
M.  Blanchelande,  the  governor-general,  was  recall- 
ed, and  a new  commiflion  of  commander  in  chief 
given  to  a Monf.  Defparbes. 

Thus  appointed  and  provided,  the  civil  commif- 
fioners  and  the  new  governor,  accompanied  by  a fleet 
of  thirty  tranfports,  took  their  departure  from  France 
in  the  month  of  July,  probably  in  much  the  fame 
difpofition  of  mind  towards  the  colonifts,  as  was  ma- 
nifefted  by  the  Duke  D’Alva  and  his  Spanifh  and 
Italian  troops  in  1568,  towards  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Tow  Countries.  Inflamed  like  them  with  a fpirit 
of  avarice,  fanaticifm,  and  revenge,  they  meditated 
on  nothing  but  on  the  benefits  to  aril'c  from  feizure 

and 
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and  confirmation ; on  fchemes  of  mifchief  and  pro-  chat. 
jedis  of  vengeance.  vm. 

They  landed  at  Cape  Francois  on  the  13th  of  v 'r~mt 

September,  and  finding  M.  Bianchelande  at  great 
variance  with  the  colonial  aflembly,  the  commif- 
fioners  took  the  fhorteft  courfe  poffible  to  termi- 
nate the  difpute,  by  forthwith  diffolving  the  affem- 
bly  and  fending  the  unfortunate  Bianchelande  a 
flate  prifoner  to  France,  where,  as  to  be  accufed 
was  to  be  condemned,  he  loon  afterwards  periihed 
by  the  guillotine  (c). 

Dismay  and  terror  now  prevailed  throughout 
the  colony.  Delegates  were  lent  to  the  civil  com- 
miffioners  from  all  quarters,  to  demand  an  expofure 
and  explanation  of  their  views  and  intentions. 

Sufpicions  were  already  gone  forth  concerning  the 
project,  which  the  commifiioners  afterwards  avowed, 
of  declaring  a general  emancipation  of  the  negro 
flaves ; and  all  parties,  as  well  among  the  republicans 
as  the  royalifts,  concurred  on  this  occafion  in  repro- 
bating the  folly  and  iniquity  of  the  meafure.  So 
general  was  the  clamour  on  this  aeconnt,  that  if  a 
firm  and  extenfive  coalition  of  interefts  among;  the 
planters  could  at  this  time  have  been  effected,  it  is 
probable  the  commifiioners  might  have  found  that 
all  the  force  they  had  brought  with  them  would 
have  proved  inefficient  for  the  purpofes  which  they 
meditated.  Dilfimulation  therefore  was  thought 
neceffary  for  the  prefent.  They  declared  (and  con- 
firmed the  declaration  with  the  folemnity  of  an 
path)  that  they  had  no  wifli  nor  intention  to  make 

( c)  7!h  APril  1 793’ 
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chap,  any  change  in  the  fyftemof  colonial  government  con- 
vni-  cerning  the  flaves ; avowing  the  fulleft  convidtion 
the  emancipation  ot  thofe  people,  under  the 
then  exifting  circumftances,  was  impracticable. — 
Their  views,  they  faid,  extended  no  farther  than 
to  fee  the  decree  of  the  4th  of  April,  in  favour 
of  the  free  people  of  colour,  properly  enforced  ; 
to  reduce  the  haves  in  rebellion  to  obedience, 
and  to  fettle  the  future  government  and  tran- 
quility of  the  colony  on  a folid  and  permanent 
foundation. 

These,  and  iimilar,  declarations  filenced,  though 
they  did  not  fatisfy,  the  white  inhabitants ; who 
fbon  perceived,  with  unavailing  indignation,  that 
the  commiffioners  held  fecret  communications  with 
the  chiefs  of  the  muiattoes  in  all  parts  of  the 
colony.  .By  the  co-operation  of  thofe  people,  the 
commiffioners  foon  found  their  ftrength  fufficient 
to  avow  themfelves  openly  the  patrons  and  pro- 
testors of  the  whole  body  of  the  free  negroes  and 
muiattoes : and  they  now  made  no  fcruple  of  feizuig 
the  perfons  and  effedts  of  all  fuch  of  the  whites  as 
oppofed  their  projects ; fending  great  numbers  of 
them  in  a ftate  of  arreft  to  Europe,  to  anfwer 
before  the  national  affembly  to  the  accufations  which 
they  pretended  to  tranfmit  againft  them.  Among 
the  perfons  thus  imprifoned  and  tranfported  to 
France,  were  comprehended  the  colonel,  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  many  other  officers  of  the  Cape  re- 
giment. 

The  white  inhabitants  now  called  aloud  for  the 
election  of  a new  colonial  affembly,  and  hoped  that 
2 the 
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the  neceffity  of  levying  taxes  would  induce  the  chap. 
commiffioners  to  iffue  orders  for  that  purpofe ; but  vm. 
inftead  of  complying  with  the  publick  requeft,  they  J 

fubftituted  what  was  called  une  commijjion  interme- 
diaire , by  nominating  twelve  perfons,  fix  of  whom 
had  been  members  of  the  laft  affembly,  to  aft  as  a 
fort  of  lestiflative  council : the  other  fix  were  mu- 

O 

lattoes.  To  this  motley  board,  the  commiffioners 
delegated  authority  to  raife  money  from  the  inha- 
bitants ; referving  to  themfelves,  however,  the  right 
of  appropriating  and  expending  it,  as  they  alone 
ihould  think  proper. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  new  governor  (Defparbes) 
began  to  manifeft  fome  figns  of  diffatisfaftion  and 
impatience.  He  complained  that  he  was  confidered 
as  a mere  cypher  in  the  government,  Or  rather  as 
an  inftrument  in  the  commiffioners’  hands.  His 
complaints  were  anfwered  by  a refolution  to  arreft  his 
perfon  ; and  he  avoided  the  fate  of  his  predeceffor, 

Monf.  Blanchelande,  only  by  a fpeedy  flight  from 
the  colony. 

Two  members  out  of  the  fix  whites  that  com- 
pofed  a moiety  of  the  commijjion  intermediate,  met 
with  fimilar  treatment.  They  ventured  to  offer 
their  opinion  on  a meafure  of  finance,  in  oppofition 
to  that  of  M.  Santhonax.  The  commiffioners  com- 
mended their  franknefs,  and  M.  Santhonax  invited 
them  to  a fupper.  The  invitation  was  accepted  ; 
but  at  the  hour  appointed,  they  found  themfelves 
furrounded  by  a detachment  of  the  military,  which 
conveyed  them  to  very  lorry  entertainment  in  the 
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chap,  hold  of  a fhip,  and  there  left  them  as  Hate  pri- 
vin.  foners  (d). 


The  commiffioners,  in  the  next  place,  fell  out 
among  themfelves ; and  Santhonax  and  Polverel 
determined  to  get  quit  of  their  affociate  Ailhaud. 
Prudently  judging,  however,  that  the  publick  degra- 
dation of  one  of  their  own  body  w'ould  refle<ff  fome 
degree  of  ignominy  on  them  all,  they  perfuaded 
him  to  be  content  with  a proportion  of  the  com- 
mon plunder,  and  fiiently  quit  the  country.  Ail- 
haud fubmitted  with  a good  grace  to  what  he  could 
not  avoid. 

By  thefe,  and  other  means,  above  all  by  the  prac- 
tice of  bellowing  largeffes  on  the  troops,  and  the 
acquifition  of  a defperate  band  of  auxiliaries,  com- 
pofed  of  fome  of  the  revolted  Haves,  and  vagabonds 
of  all  colours  and  defcriptions,  moftly  colle&ed  from 
the  jails,  Santhonax  and  Polverel,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1793,  found  themfelves  abiblute  mailers 
of  the  colony.  The  lives  and  properties  of  all  the 
white  inhabitants  lay  at  their  mercy,  and  the  dread- 
ful fcenes  which  were  at  that  time  palling  in  the 
mother  country,  enabled  thefe  men  to  profecute 
their  purpofes,  and  gratify  their  vindictive  and  ava- 
ricious paffions,  without  notice  or  controul  from 
any  fuperior. 

(d)  To  one  of  thefe  gentlemen  I am  indebted  for  more 
valuable  and  extenfive  information  than  I have  been  able  to 
collect  through  any  other  channel.  In  his  voyage  to  Europe, 
the  fliip  in  which  he  was  confined  was  (fortunately  for  him) 
captured  by  an  Englifh  frigate,  which  brought  him  to  England, 
where  I had  the  happinefs  to  render  him  fome  acceptable 
fervice. 
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But  the  tragedy  which  was  abting  in  France,  chap. 
was  no  fooner  brought  to  its  cataftrope,  by  the  foul  vin. 
murder  of  their  amiable  and  unoffending  fovereign, 
and  war  declared  againft  Great  Britain  and  Holland, 
than  the  perfons  who  compofed  what  was  called 
the  executive  council,  thought  it  neceffary  to  pay 
fome  little  attention  to  the  l'afety  of  St.  Domingo. 

Not  having  however  leifure  or  inclination  to  enter 
into  a full  inveftigation  of  the  complaints  received 
from  thence,  they  declined  to  revoke  the  powers 
exercifea  by  the  civil  commifFioners,  and  contented 
themfelves  with  appointing  a new  governor,  in  the 
room  of  M.  Defparbes.  Their  choice  fell  on 
Monf.  Galbaud,  an  officer  of  artillery,  and  a man 
of  fair  character,  whom  they  directed  to  embark 
for  his  new  government  without  delay,  in  one  of 
the  national  frigates,  and  put  the  colony  into  the 
beft  ftate  of  defence  againft  a foreign  enemy. 

Galbaud,  with  his  fuite  of  attendants,  landed  at 
Cape  Francois  on  the  7th  of  May,  1793,  to  the  great 
joy  of  the  white  inhabitants.  At  that  period,  the  civil 
commiffionerSjwith  moftof  their  troops,  were  employ- 
ed  in  the  Weftern  province,  endeavouring  to  quell  an 
infurrebtion  there  which  their  tyranny  had  created ; 
fo  that  Galbaud  was  received  with  acclamations  and 
fubmiffion  by  the  municipality  of  the  town  of  the 
Cape  ; to  whofe  place  of  meeting  he  repaired  with 
his  attendants,  took  the  neceffary  oaths,  and  entered 
on  his  government  without  oppofition.  He  de- 
clared, at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  not  dependent 
on  the  civil  commiffioners,  nor  bound  to  execute, 
at  all  events,  their  proclamations. 
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chap.  A very  quick  interchange  of  letters  took  place 
viii.  between  the  new  governor  and  the  commiffioners. 
He  defired  them  to  repair  immediately  to  the  Cape, 
that  he  might  communicate  the  inftrutftions  he  had 
received  from  the  executive  council.  They  an- 
fwered  that  he  was  an  entire  ftranger  to  them ; that 
they  had  feen  no  decree  of  the  national  convention 
by  which  they  themfelves  were  fuperfeded,  and  that 
being  veiled  with  authority  to  fufpend  or  appoint 
a governor,  as  they  alone  might  think  proper,  he 
could  only  be  confidered  as  an  agent  fubordinate 
to  themfelves : — They  added,  that  they  were  then 
aflembling  an  army  to  lupprefs  a rebellion  in  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Port  au  Prince;  but 
as  foon  as  that  bufinefs  was  at  an  end,  they  would 
repair  to  the  Cape,  and  examine  into  the  validity 
of  his  pretentions. 

On  the  ioth  of  June  the  civil  commiffioners, 
having  reduced  Port  au  Prince  and  Jacmel,  arrived 
at  the  Cape.  The  llreets  were  lined  with  troops, 
and  they  were  received  by  Galbaud  with  attention 
and  refpedt.  A very  ferious  altercation  however 
immediately  took  place  between  them,  highly  dif- 
advantageous  to  the  governor.  There  exifted,  it 
leems,  a decree  of  the  ancient  government,  unrepealed 
by  the  national  affembly,  enabling  that  no  proprie- 
tor of  an  eftate  in  the  Weft  Indies  fhould  hold  the 
government  of  a colony  wherein  his  eftate  was 
fituated,  and  M.  Galbaud  was  poffeffed  of  a coffee- 
plantation  in  St.  Domingo.  When  therefore  he 
was  aikcd  why  he  had  not  acquainted  the  executive 
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council  with  this  circumftance,  he  was  utterly  dif- 
concerted  and  had  no  reply  to  make. 

On  the  13th,  the  commiflioners  ordered  M.  Gal- 
baud  to  embark  forthwith  on  board  the  Hoop  of 
wrar  La  Normande,  and  return  to  France.  At  the 
fame  time  they  fent  inftructions  to  Monf.  de  la 
Salle,  whom  they  had  left  commandant  at  Port  au 
Prince,  to  repair  to  the  Cape  and  receive  from  them, 
in  the  name  of  the  French  republick,  the  command 
of  the  colony. 

The  feven  following  days  were  fpent  on  both 
Tides  in  intrigues,  and  preparations  for  hoftilities. 
Galbaud’s  brother,  a man  of  fpirit  and  enterpiize, 
had  collected  from  among  the  inhabitants,  the 
Cape  militia,  and  the  feamen  in  the  harbour,  a 
ftrong  party  to  fupport  the  governor’s  authority. 
On  the  20th,  the  two  brothers  landed  at  the  head  of 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  failors,  and  being  joined 
by  a confiderable  body  of  volunteers,  immediately 
marched  in  array  towards  the  government  houfe, 
in  which  the  commiflioners  were  Rationed.  The 
latter  were  defended  by  the  people  of  colour,  a 
body  of  regulars,  and  one  piece  of  cannon.  The 
conflid  was  fierce  and  bloody.  The  volunteers 
manifefted  great  firmnefs,  but  the  feamen  getting 
pofieflion  of  a wine  cellar,  foon  became  intoxicated 
and  ungovernable  ; and  the  column  was  obliged  to 
retire  to  the  royal  arfenal,  where  they  remained  the 
enfuing  night  unmoleRed. 

The  next  morning  many  Ikirmlfhes  took  place 
in  the  fireets,  with  various  fuccefs,  in  one  of  which 
Galbaud’s  brother  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  com- 
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chap,  miflioners’  troops;  and  in  another,  the  Teamen  that 
vni.  were  fighting  on  the  part  of  Galbaud  made  captive 
Polvercl’s  Ton  ; and  now  an  extraordinary  circum- 
ftance  occurred.  The  governor  Tent  a flag  pro- 
pofing  that  his  brother  might  be  exchanged  for  the 
commiflioner’s  Ton ; but  Polverel  rejected  the  pro- 
pofal  with  indignation ; declaring  in  anfwer,  that  his 
Ton  knew  his  duty,  and  was  prepared  to  die  in  the 
fervice  of  the  repub! ick. 

But  a feene  now  opens,  which,  if  it  does  not 
obliterate,  exceeds  at  leaft,  all  that  has  hitherto  been 
related  of  fadtious  anarchy,  and  favage  cruelt}',  in 
this  unfortunate  colony.  On  the  firft  approach  of 
Galbaud  with  fo  large  a body  of  Teamen,  the  com- 
miflioners  dilpatched  agents  to  call  in  to  their 
affiftance  the  revolted  negroes  ; offering  them  an 
unconditional  pardon  for  paft  offences,  perfedf  free- 
dom in  future,  and  the  plunder  ot  the  city.  The 
rebel  generals,  Jean  Francois  and  Biajj'ou , rejected 
their  offers;  but  on  the  21ft,  about  noon  (juft 
after  that  Galbaud  and  moft  of  his  adherents,  find- 
ing their  caufe  hopelefs,  had  retired  to  the  fhips)  a 
negro  chief  called  Mac  ay  a , with  upwards  of  three 
thouland  of  the  revolted  flaves,  entered  the  town, 
and  began  an  univerlal  and  indiferiminate  daughter 
of  men,  women,  and  children.  The  white  inha- 
bitants fled  from  all  quarters  to  the  fea-fide,  in  hopes 
of  finding  fhelter  with  the  governor  on  board  the 
fhips  in  the  harbour;  but  a body  of  the  mulattoes 
cut  off  their  retreat,  and  a horrid  butchery  enfued, 
which  continued  with  unremitting  fury  from  the 
2 1 ft,  to  the  evening  of  the  23d ; when  the  favages, 
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having  murdered  all  the  white  inhabitants  that  fell 
in  their  way,  let  fire  to  the  buildings;  and  more 
than  half  the  city  was  confumed  by  the  flames. 
The  commilfioners  themfelves,  either  terrified  at 
beholding  the  lamentable  and  extenfive  mifchief 
which  they  had  occasioned,  or  afraid  to  trull  their 
perfons  with  their  rebel  allies,  fought  protection 
under  cover  oi  a drip  of  the  line.  The  proclama- 
tions which  they  published  from  time  to  time  in 
palliation  of  their  conduct,  manifelt  a confcioufnefs 
of  guilt  which  could  not  be  fuppreffed,  and  form 
a record  of  their  villanies,  for  which  the  day  of 
retribution  awaits,  but  Hill  lingers  to  overtake 
them  (f)  ! 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  once  flourishing  and 
beautiful  capital  of  St.  Domingo  ! — a city  which, 
for  trade,  opulence,  and  magnificence,  was  undoubt- 
edly among  the  firfh  in  the  Welt  Indies, — perhaps 
in  the  new  world : and  here  I Shall  dole  for  the  pre- 
fent,  the  difgulling  detail  of  confpiracies,  rebellions, 
crimes,  cruellies,  and  conflagrations  (a  uniformity 
of  horrors  !)  through  which  the  nature  of  my  work 
has  compelled  me  to  travel ; — rejoicing  that  I have 
at  laft 


12; 


1793- 


Escap’d  the  Stygian  pool,  tho’  long  detain’d 
In  that  obfcure  Sojourn; 

Milton. 

(f)  When  this  was  written,  the  author  did  not  know  that 
Santhonax  alone  Survives.  Polverel  died  in  1 794.  Santhonax 
has  lately  appeared  before  the  national  aftembly,  and  been  p$o« 
.xcunced  guiltlefs  ! ' 


And 
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chap.  And  have  the  pleating  talk  to  perform  of  rendering 
viii.  due  homage  to  the  gallant  and  enterprizing  fpirit 
* of  my  countrymen  in  their  noble — but  alas  ! hi- 
therto unavailing — endeavours  to  reftore  peace,  fub- 
ordination,  and  good  government  on  this  theatre 
of  anarchy  and  bloodfhed.  Previous  to  which, 
however,  it  will  be  a relief  and  fatisfaction  to  the 
reader  to  be  prefented  with  a picture  or  ftate  of  the 
colony,  as  it  exifted  in  the  days  of  its  profperity ; — 
its  culture,  population,  and  produce; — its  growing 
importance  and  commercial  value.  Hitherto,  we 
have  contemplated  nothing  but  fcenes  ol  defolation. 
— We  fhall  now  behold  a pleating  contrafh  in  the 
bleffings  of  regular  government : due  fubordination, 
focial  order,  extenfive  commerce,  peaceful  induftry, 
increafing  cultivation,  fmiling  plenty,  and  general 
happinefs  ! The  conclufions  to  be  drawn  from  the 
contemplation  of  fcenes  fo  different  in  their  nature, 
are  of  importance  to  all  mankind. 


Flie  Account  given  above  of  the  DcftruElion  of  the 
City  of  Cape  Francois,  was  drazvn  up  with  as 
much  Caution  as  the  Cafe  feemed  to  require,  from 
Information  tranfmitted  to  the  Author  by  Perfons 
in  Jamaica  and  St.  Domingo,  fome  of  whom  differed 
in  many  effential  Circumfances  from  others.  He 
had  afterwards  an  Opportunity  of  converjing  per- 
Jonally  on  the  Subject  with  a Gentleman  of  St. 
* Domingo,  on  whofe  Veracity  and  Honour  he  could 
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place  the  fullejl  Dependant  s,  by  whom  he  was  c H A P> 
favoured  with  the  following  Notes  or  Memoranda  vnr. 
in  Writing,  which  he  thinks  bejl  to  lay  before  his  ' 1 ^ 

Readers  verbatim. 

Notes  sur.  1’Evenement  du  Cap. 

Le  General  Galbaud  avoit  mande  au  Cap  les 
commiflaires  Santhonax  et  Polverel,  de  la  maniere  la  plus 
imperieufe  ; les  commiflaires  fe  font  determines  a s’y  rendre 
par  terre  de  S.  Marc,  d’ou  ils  font  partis  le  8 Juin,  accom- 
pagnes  de  400  mulatres  et  200  blancs,  et  compris  leurs 
coupe  tete  les  dragons  d’Orleans.  Ils  ont  fait  leur  entree  an 
Cap  d’une  maniere  aflez  audacieufe  pour  en  impofer. 

Galbaud  avait  deja  indifpofe  les  habitans  du  Cap  par 
une  addreffe,  ou  proclamation,  qui  ordonnait  une  contri- 
bution de  450  mille  livres,  dont  la  perception  a ete  faite  de 
la  fa^on  la  plus  violer.te,  et  qui  tenait  plus  du  pillage  que 
d’une  contribution. 

Le  General  Galbaud  n’avait  faitaucune  difpofltions  pour 
fe  preferver  des’refolutions  et  des  entreprifes  des  commiflaires, 
qui  entrerent  cependant  d’une  maniere  mena^ante. 

A la  premiere  entreviie  des  General  Galbaud  et  des  com- 
miflaires, en  la  maifon  de  la  commiflion  (le  gouvernement) 
apres  les  premiers  compliments,  il  y eut  explication  fur  les 
pouvoirs  du  general ; les  commiflaires  lui  opoferent  un  decret 
qui  deffendait  qu’aucun  proprietaire  dans  la  colonie  put  y 
commander  ni  y avoir  d’autorite ; et  accuferent  M.  Galbaud 
d’avoir  diffimule  au  confeil  executif  qu’il  avait  des  pro- 
prietes. 

Pendant  ce  detnele,  qui  dura  pres  de  deux  jours,  les 
agents  des  commiflaires  preparaient  les  efprits  a les  laifler 
faire,  et  a ne  point  fe  meler  de  la  difcution,  dans  laquelle 
Santhonax  prenait  cependant  une  grande  preponderance. 

Galbaud,  voyant  que  perfonne  ne  s’empreflait  a le 
foutenir,  et  prevoyant  fans  doute  une  chute  humiliante,  de- 
mands 
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CHAP,  rnaiwa  aux  commifl'aires  de  s’en  retourner  en  France,  pre* 
VIII.  ferant  la  retraite,  a des  pouvoirs  conteftes  ; ce  qui  lui  fut 
V — v—.. mJ  accorde  fur  le  champ,  et  il  s’embarqua  Ie  14. 

Le  17  Galbaud  reunit  tous  les  matelots  de  la  rade  et  ceux 
des  vailTeaux  de  guerre,  et  projette  de  defcendre  a la  ville  du 
Cap  ; il  fait  fon  debarquement  le  18,'et  marche  au  gouverne- 
ment,  ou  logeaient  les  commiffaires,  qui  inftruits  des  mouve- 
mens  de  Galbaud,  reunirent  les  troupes  qui  leurs  etaient  de- 
vouees,  et  particulierement  les  mulatres,  et  les  embufquerent 
derriere  les  murs  du  gouvernement,  dans  toutes  les  ifsiies, 
fur  les  terrafl'es,  &c.  Auffitot  que  les  matelots  furent  a 
portee  de  piftolet,  on  fit  des  decharges,  qui  en  tuerent  et 
blefferent  un  grand  nombre,  neanmoins  les  mulatres  furent 
ebranles  deux  fois  ; inais  le  defordre  dans  les  matelots  deter- 
mina  le  General  Galbaud  a faire  fa  retraite  a l’arfenal ; la, 
il  fit  une  proclamation  pour  inviter  les  bons  citoyens  a fe 
reiinir  a lui,  pour  chaffer  les  commiilaires,  qui  voulaient 
ufurper  le  gouvernement.  Des-lors  les  commiffaires  reii- 
nirent  aux  mulatres  tous  les  negres  de  la  ville,  qui  avaient 
deja  pris  parti  dans  l’adtion  en  affaffinant  dans  la  ville; 
toutes  les  troupes  qui  leurs  avaient  fervis  a leur  expedition, 
et  les  placerent  par  pelotons  a chaque  coin  des  riies,  et  des 
qu’un  blanc  voulait  fortir  de  chez  lui,ou  paraifi'ait  aux  fene- 
tres,  il  etait  fufille. 

Pendant  ce  terns,  et  des  que  les  commiffaires  eurent 
appris  les  mouvemens  de  Galbaud,  ils  avaient  depeche  des 
expres  aux  chefs  des  brigands,  pour  les  engager  a venir  a 
leur  fecours,  et  leurs  offraient  le  pillage  de  la  ville. 

Le  19  Galbaud  capitule  a I’arfenal,  et  fe  rend  abord  : il 
y en  mis  en  etat  d’arreftation,  ainfi  que  l’Amiral  Cambis,  et 
le  Contre-Amiral  Sercey,  qui  font  depouilles  de  leur  com. 
mandement. 

Une  proclamation  des  commiffaires  avait  precedamment 
a cet’  evenement,  mis  a contribution  3 7 negociants,  ou  riches 
particulars,  pour  une  fomme  de  675  mille  livres,  qui  parrait 
avoir  ete  exigee  et  payee  fur  l’heure.  Le  19,  au  foir,  le  20, 
le  21,  les  brigands  entrent  de  toutes  parts  dans  la  ville  du 
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Cap,  ayant  a leur  tete  leurs  chefs,  et  on  aflure  que  M.  de 
Grafle  s’y  eft  trouve  aufli.  Le  pillage,  les  maftacres,  les 
flammes  deviennent  effroyables  ; les  hommes,  les  femmes, 
les  enfans  font  aflaflines,  maftacres,  et  eprouvent  toutes  les 
horreurs  imaginables.  Ils  ont  eu  la  barbarie  de  renfermer 
et  de  bruler  dans  une  maifon  plus  de  300  perfonnes  toutes 
vives. 

Les  malheureuxde  tout  fexe,  de  tout&ge,  qui  cherchaient 
a fe  fauver  en  gagnant  des  embarcations,  ou  a la  nage,  etaient 
fufilles  meme  dans  l’eau. 

Il  parrait  que  dans  le  maflacre  les  negres  ont  frapes  in- 
diftinftement  tous  les  partis,  blancs,  mulatres,  et  que  les 
blancs  fe  font  deffendus  contre  tous  avec  un  grand  acharne- 
ment ; neanmoins  il  parrait  certain,  que  la  population 
blanche  a ete  entierement  detruite,  et  qu’il  n’a  pas  refte  un 
feul  blanc  au  Cap;  on  eftime,  que,  s’il  s’eft  fauve  1 2 a 
1500  perfonnes  abord,  c’eft  plus  qu’on  n’ofe  l’efperer. 

Le  convoi  eft  fortie  du  Cap  le  23  pour  l’Amerique,  la 
mnjeure  partie  ayant  tres  peu  de^vivres,  tres  peu  d’eau,  et 
plufieurs  fans  etre  prepares  a ce  voyage,  fans  mats  ni  voilles, 
& ceux  qui  ont  re<ju  les  malheureux  qui  fe  font  fauves  abordj 
n’y  auront  trouve  aucune  fubfiftance. 

La  ville  incendiee,  detruite,  fes  habitans  maftacres,  on 
aflure  qu’il  ne  refte  que  le  gouvernement,  une  partie  des 
cafernes,  l’arfenal,  et  les  maifons  du  Petit  Carenage ; — 
l’eglife  et  les  fontaines  detruites. 

Les  commiflaires  ont  refte  fpeclateurs  tranquilles  pendant 
le  carnage  etle  maflacre  ; dans  leur  maifon  on  a vu  Santho- 
nax  ferrer  et  prefief  dans  fes  bras  les  chefs  des  brigands,  les 
appeller  fes  fauveurs,  et  leur  temoigner  leur  reconnaiflance. 

Le  23  proclamation  des  commiflaires,  qui  invite *-et  ap^ 
pelle  tous  les  bons  citoyens  a fe  reiinir  autour  d’eux,  et  de 
laifler  partir  les  fcelerats,  qui  vont  aller  fubir  le  jufte  chati- 
ment  de  leurs  crimes;  le  convoi  en  parti  le  jour  meme,  & la 
ville  fumait  encore. 


VoL.  III. 
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C H A P.  IX 

Situation,  Extent,  and  general  Defcript ion  of  St.  Do- 
mingo— Origin  of  the  French  Colony,  and  'Topogra- 
phical Defcript  ion  of  the fever  al  Provinces  into  which 
the  French  PoJfeJJions  were  divided — Their  Popula- 
tion, and  Produce — Shipping  and  Exports — Com- 
pared with  the  Returns  of  Jamaica. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Domingo  is  fituated  ih  the  At- 
lantick  Ocean,  about  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
miles  from  the  land’s  end  of  England  ; the  eaftem 
point  lying  in  north  latitude  i8°  20',  and  in  iongi- 
tude  68°  40'  W.  from  Greenwich.  The  ifland  ex- 
tends about  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  in  the 
broadeft  part,  from  north  to  fouth,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety  from  eaft  to  weft.  In  a country  of 
fuch  magnitude,  diverfified  with  plains  of  vaft  ex- 
tent, and  mountains  of  prodigious  height,  is  proba- 
bly to  be  found  every  fpecies  of  foil  which  nature 
has  aftigned  to  all  the  tropical  parts  of  the  earth. 
In  general,  it  is  fertile  in  the  high  eft  degree ; every 
where  well  watered,  and  producing  almoft  every 
variety  of  vegetable  nature,  for  ufe  and  beauty,  for 
food  and  luxury,  which  the  lavifh  hand  of  a boun- 
tiful Providence  has  bellowed  on  the  richeft  portion 
of  the  globe  j and  the  liberality  of  nature  was  laud- 
ably fecorided  by  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants. 
Until  thofe  ravages  and  devaluations  which  I have 
had  the  painful  talk  of  recording,  deformed  and 
deftroyed,  with  undiftinguifhing  barbarity,  both 
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the  bounties  of  nature,  and  the  labours  of  art ; the  chap. 
poffeffions  of  France  in  this  noble  idand  were  con-  ix. 
lidered  as  the  garden  of  the  Weft  Indies ; and  for  * 

beautiful  fcenery,  richnefs  of  foil,  falubrity  and 
variety  of  climate,  might  juftly  be  deemed  the 
Paradife  of  the  New  W or  Id. 

Of  the  territories  which  remained  exclulively  in 
poffeffion  of  the  original  conquerors,  the  Spaniards, 
my  information  is  very  imperfect.  I fhall  hereafter 
give  the  beft  account  I have  been  able  to  colleCt 
concerning  them.  On  the  louthern  coaft,  more 
efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ancient  city 
from  which  the  ifland  derives  its  prefent  name,  the 
lands  are  faid  to  be  among  the  beft,  and  without 
doubt  a very  large  proportion  of  the  remainder  re- 
quires only  the  hand  of  the  cultivator  to  become 
very  productive.  The  interior  country  contains  ex- 
tenfive  favannahs,  or  plains,  many  of  them  occu- 
pied only  by  wild  fwine,  horfes,  and  horned  cattle ; 
tor  the  Spaniards  having  exterminated  the  fimple  and 
unoffending  natives,  fupplied  their  place  with  herds 
of  domeftick  animals,  which  running  wild,  foon 
multiplied  beyond  computation.  Thus  does  the 
tyranny  of  man  convert  the  fruitful  habitations  of 
his  fellow-creatures  into  awildernefs  for  beafts ! In 
the  prelent  cafe,  however,  the  crime  brought 
down  its  own  punifhment; — a punilhment  which 
almoft  revenged  the  wrongs  of  the  helplefs  Ameri- 
cans ; — and  who  does  not  wilh  that  avarice,  ambi- 
tion, and  cruelty  may  be  thus  always  entangled  in 
their  own  projects  ? 

The  reader  is  doubtlefs  apprized  that  I here  ai- 
K x lude 
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chap,  lude  to  the  eflablifhment  in  St.  Domingo,  of  that 
IX-  daring  and  defperate  band  of  adventurers,  the  Ba- 
**-~~*~  ' earners  t — an  afibciation  conflituted  of  men  of  all 
countries  and  deferiptions,  but  of  whom  it  may 
truly  be  faid,  that  if  felf-prefervation  be  a law  of 
nature,  the  hoflilities  which  they  maintained  for 
upwards  of  fifty  years  againfl  their  oppreffors,  were 
more  juftifiable  and  legitimate  in  their  origin,  than 
all  the  wars  which  the  pride  and  ambition  of  kings 
and  nations  have  occafioned,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  world  to  the  prefent  hour.  As  the  cruelty  of 
the  Spaniards  firfl  compelled  thefe  men,  from  a 
fenfe  of  common  danger,  to  unite  their  flrength, 
fo  the  blind  policy  of  flocking  with  cattle  a country 
of  fuch  extent,  became  their  fupport ; for  the  lie  tin 
of  thofe  animals  fupplied  them  with  food,  and  they 
purchafed  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing  with 
the  fkiris. 

Of  the  rife  of  thefe  people,  and  the  primary 
caufe  of  their  combining  together  to  make  reprifals 
on  the  Spanifh  fettlements,  a fhort  account  may  be 
neceflary : I have  elfewhere  treated  the  fubjedl 
more  at  large  ( a). — They  confided  originally  of  a 
body  of  French  and  Englifh  planters,  whom,  in  the 
year  1629,  a Spanifh  armament  had  expelled  from 
the  bland  of  St.  Chriftopher,  with  circumflances  of 
outrageous  barbarity.  Driven  from  thence,  by  a 
force  which  they  could  not  refift,  as  the  only  alter- 
native of  elcaping  from  daughter  or  davery,  they 
fled  in  open  boats  with  their  families,  and  poflefled 

themfelves 

(a)  Vol  r.  Book  ii.  C.  2. 
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themfelves  of  the  fmall  unoccupied  ifland  of  Tortu- 
ga, fituated  within  a few  miles  of  the  northern  coaft 
of  St.  Domingo.  Here  they  were  joined  by  a con- 
liderable  number  of  Dutch  emigrants  from  Santa 
Cruz,  whom  the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards 
had  compelled,  in  like  manner,  to  roam  over  the 
ocean  for  Ihelter,  after  having  witnefled  the  mafiacre 
of  many  of  their  number,  even  to  the  women  and 
children.  • Companions  in  adverfity,  thefe  poor  ex- 
iles learnt  mutual  forbearance  from  their  common 
bufferings ; for,  although  they  were  compofed  of 
three  different  nations,  they  appear  to  have  lived 
for  fome  years  in  perfect  harmony  with  each  other. 
Their  mode  of  life  contributed  to  produce  the  fame 
beneficial  effedt : finding  a country  of  immeafura- 
ble  extent  in  their  neighbourhood  abounding  in 
cattle,  their  time  was  chiefly  occupied  in  hunting; 
an  employment  which  left  no  leifure  for  diffenlion, 
and  afforded  them  both  exercife  and  food.  The 
plains  of  St.  Domingo  were  confidejred,  however, 
merely  as  their  hunting  grounds : Tortuga  conti- 
nued their  home,  and  place  of  retreat.  Here  their 
women  and  young  people  cultivated  fmall  planta- 
tions of  tobacco  (an  herb,  of  which,  in  hot  and 
moift  climates,  the  practice  of  inhaling  the  fmoke, 
feems  to  be  pointed  out  by  nature) ; and  as  the  coafl 
was  rugged,  and  of  difficult  approach,  they  fondly 
hoped  that  their  obfcurity  would  protect  them  from 
further  perfecution. 

If  the  government  of  Spain  had  been  actuated 
at  this  time  by  motives  of  wifdom,  it  w'ould  indeed 
have  left  thefe  poor  people  to  range  over  the  wilder- 
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nefs  unmolefted.  It  ought  to  have  known,  that 
the  occupation  of  hunting  diverted  them  from  pro- 
jects of  vengeance,  and  deeds  of  greater  enterprize  , 
but  tyranny  is  without  forefight,  and  the  reftlefs 
and  remorfelefs  bigotry  of  the  Spaniih  nation  al- 
lowed the  fugitives  no  refpite.  An  armament  was 
collected,  and  preparations  made  to  effeCt  their  ut- 
ter extermination ; the  commanders  of  which,  tak- 
ing occafion  when  the  ableft  of  the  men  had  refor- 
ted  to  the  larger  ifland  in  their  ulual  purfuit,  land- 
ed a body  of  foldiers  at  Tortuga,  and  making  cap- 
tives of  the  women  and  children,  the  old  and  in- 
firm, caufed  them  all  to  be  maffacred  without 
mercy. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  miferable  people  who 
were  thus  purfued  to  deftruClion,  like  beafts  of 
prey,  had  been  guilty  of  any  outrages  or  depre- 
dations on  the  fhips  or  fubjeCts  of  Spain,  which 
called  for  fuch  exemplary  vengeance.  Neither 
■was  it  imputed  to  them  as  a crime  that  they 
had  poffefiTed  themfelves  of  Tortuga,  or  that  they 
roamed  about  the  defarts  of  St.  Domingo  in  pur- 
fuit of  cattle  which  had  no  owners.  Their  guilt 
confided  in  the  circumflance  of  being  born  out  of 
the  Spaniih  territories,  and  prefuming  neverthelefs 
to  venture  into  any  part  of  the  New  World  ; for 
the  arrogant  prefumption  and  extravagant  felfifh- 
nefs  of  this  bigotted  nation,  led  them  to  appro- 
priate all  the  countries  of  America  to  themfelves. 
They  claimed  even  the  foie  and  exdufive  right  of 
failing  on  any  fuch  part  of  the  main  ocean  as,  in 
their  judgment,  conftituted  a portion  of  the  newly- 
4 difcovered 
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difcovered  hemifphere  i and  ftri6t  orders  were  iffued  c h a p. 
to  all  their  commanders,  by  lea  ahd  land,  to  feize 
the  (hips  and  lubjeCls  of  all  other  people  that 
fhould  be  found  within  the  boundaries  which  they 
had  prelcribed,  and  to  punifh  the  intruders  with 
flavery  or  death. — We  have  feen  in  what  manner 
thole  orders  were  executed. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  no  alternative  re- 
mained to  the  occupiers  of  Tortuga,  but  to  turn  on 
their  purfuers,  and  wage  offenfive  war  on  thofe  who 
would  allow  of  no  peace  with  them.  If  the  juflice 
of  their  caufe  be  Hill  a queftion,  let  the  records  of 
time  be  confulted  ; let  an  appeal  be  made  to  that 
rule  of  conduct,  which  (to  ule  an  eloquent  expref- 
fion  of  Lord  Coke)  is  written  by  the  finger  of  God  on 
the  heart  of  man ; and  let  hiftory  and  reafon  deter- 
mine, whether  any  inftance  of  hoflility,  in  the  an- 
nals of  mankind,  can  be  defended  on  better  grounds. 

To  fuch  men,  in  fuch  a caufe,  no  dangers  were  too 
formidable,  no  obftacles  too  great.  Inured  by  their 
mode  of  life,  to  the  viciffitudes  of  the  climate, 
united  among  themfelves,  and  animated  by  all  the 
motives  and  paffions  which  can  inflame  the  human 
mind  to  great  exertion,  they  became  the  moft  for- 
midable antagonifts  which  the  Spaniards  had  ever 
encountered,  and  difplayed  fuch  deeds  of  valour 
and  fuccefsful  enterprize,  as  (all  circumftances  con- 
lidered)  have  never  been  equalled  before  or  hnce. 

From  a party  of  thefe  adventurers  (chiefly  na- 
tives of  Normandy)  the  French  colony  in  St.  Do- 
mingo derived  its  origin.  By  what  means  they 
were  induced  to  feparate  from  their  affociates  in 

K 4 danger* 
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chap,  danger,  to  relinquish  the  gratification  of  revenge 
ix.  and  avarice,  and  exchange  the  tumults  of  war  for 
*~~*~~*J  the  temperate  occupations  of  hufbandry,  it  is  nei- 
ther within  my  province  nor  ability  to  explain. 
Many  of  them,  without  doubt,  were  men  who  had 
been  driven  from  Europe  by  indigent  circumftances 
and  defperate  fortunes ; fome,  by  the  cruelty  of  cre- 
ditors 3 and  others,  perhaps,  by  the  confcioufnefs  of 
their  crimes.  Captivated  by  the  renown,  and  al- 
lured by  the  wealth  of  the  Bucaniers,  they  joined 
in  their  expeditions  againfl  the  Spaniards  from  no 
better  motives  than  thofe  of  plunder  and  rapine  3 
and  to  fuch  men  muff  be  imputed  thofe  outrages 
and  exceffes  which  have  ftamped  the  proceedings  of 
the  whole  aflbciation  with  infamy  (b).  But  there 

is 

(b)  I conceive,  however,  that  thefe  have  been  wonderfully 
magnified  and  exaggerated.  The  narrative  called  The  Hijlory  of 
the  Bucaniers , publifhed  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  lad  centu- 
ry, which  has  been  quoted  by  writers  of  all  defcriptioirs  ever 
iince  as  of  unquedionable  authority,  was  originally  written  in 
Dutch,  by  one  John  Efquemeling,  who  confeffes  that  he  had 
been  one  of  the  Bucaniers,  and  was  expelled  from  their  fociety. 
The  reports  of  fuch  a writer  ought  to  have  been  received  with 
great  caution  ; but  there  is  a dill  ftronger  circumftance  to  excite 
fufpicion  ; and  it  is  this:  The  Englifh  work  is  not  taken  from 
the  Dutch  original,  but  from  a Spanijk  tranJlation\  and  to  fup- 
pofe  that  a Spaniard  would  fpealc  favourably  of  the  Bucaniers, 
is  the  very  excefs  of  human  credulity.  Not  having  the  original 
book  to  refer  to,  I cannot  pronounce  with  certainty;  but  I am 
of  opinion,  that  many  of  the  tragical  dories  concerning  the  tor- 
ture of  the  Spaniflr  prifoners,  and  the  violation  of  the  women, 
are  interpolations  of  the  Spatiifli  tranflator.  I form  this  con- 
clufion  from  the  malignity  difplayed  towards  the  character  of 
the  famous  S.ir  Henry  Morgan,  If  we  may  believe  the  account 

given 
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is  a time  for  all  things  3 and  the  change  of  life  in  chap. 
thefe  men  confirms  the  obfervation  of  an  elegant  ix. 
writer,  that  “ as  there  is  no  foil  which  will  not  v-""~v  ^ 
“ fhevv  itfelf  grateful  to  culture,  fo  there  is  no  dif- 
“ pofition,  no  character  in  mankind,  which  may 
“ not,  by  dexterous  management,  be  turned  to  the 
“ publick  advantage  (c).”  It  was  a happy  circum- 
ftance  in  the  infancy  of  their  eftablilhment,  that 
while  they  were  too  obfcure  for  the  notice  of  the 
government,  they  had  no  check  given  to  their  in- 
duftry  by  the  chill  influence  of  poverty.  To  a for- 
tunate exemption  from  the  hand  of  power,  and  the 
facility  with  which  they  were  fupplied  with  the 
common  neceflaries  of  life,  they  were  indebted  for 
their  prefervation  and  profperity.  A mediocrity  of 
condition,  and  equal  freedom,  excited  the  lpirit  of 
emulation  among  them  3 but  oppreflion  would  have 

produced 

given  of  this  gallant  commander,  he  was  the  moft  inhuman 
monfter  that  ever  exifted.  Yet  this  very  man  (who  by  the  way 
afted  under  a regular  commiffion  and  letters  of  reprizal  from 
government)  after  he  had  quitted  the  fea,  was  recommended  by 
the  earl  of  CarliOe  to  be  his  fucceffor  in  the  government  of  Ja- 
maica, and  was  accordingly  appointed  lieutenant-governor  in  the 
earl’s  abfence.  He  afterwards  received  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood from  King  Charles  II.  and  paded  the  remainder  of  his  life 
on  his  plantation  in  Jamaica.  By  the  kindnefs  of  a friend  in 
that  ifland,  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  perilling  fome  of  Sir 
Henry  Morgan’s  original  private  letters  ; and  this  I will  fay,  that 
they  manifeft  foch  a fpirit  of  humanity,  juftice,  liberality,  and 
piety,  as  prove  that  he  has  either  been  grofsly  traduced,  or  that 
he  was  the  greatelT  hypocrite  living ; — a character  ill- fulted  to 
the  frank  and  fearlefs  temper  of  the  man. 

fc)  European  Settlements,  Vol.  II.  p.  icq. 
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produced  difcouragement ; and  doth,  not  induftry* 
is  the  offspring  of  wretchednefs. 

Of  the  progreffive  purfuits  of  thefe  people  in 
extending  the  footing  which  they  had  obtained* 
until  the  French  government  accepted  their  fub-. 
mi  (Iron,  acknowledged  them  as  faithful  fubjedts, 
and  availed  itfelf  of  their  labours, — and  the  final 
ceffion  to  France  of  the  weftern  part  of  St.  Domin- 
go, by  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  the  reader  will  find 
an  ample  account  in  the  hiftory  of  this  iflancl  by 
Pere  Charlevoix.  It  is  therefore  unnecefTary  for  me 
to  detail  what  an  author  fo  well  informed  in 
the  ancient  tranfaclions  of  the  colony,  has  written. 
All  that  my  Englifh  reader  will  expert,  is  an  ac- 
count ot  the  political  and  topographical  ftate  of  the 
colony;  its  population,  produce,  and  exports  at 
the  time  my  Hiftory  commences;  and  thefe  parti- 
culars will  be  found  in  what  remains  of  the  prelent 
Chapter. 

The  pofleffions  of  the  French  in  St.  Domingo, 
as  I have  elfewhere  obfervea,  were  divided  into 
three  great  departments,  called  the  Northern,  the 
Weftern,  and  the  Southern  Provinces.  The  Nor- 
thern Province  comprehended  a line  of  fea-coaft  ex- 
tending about  forty  leagues,  from  the  river  Maf- 
facre,  to  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  and  contained  (includ- 
ing Tortuga)  twenty-fix  parilhes.  Its  population, 
in  the  beginning  of  1790,  confifted  of  11,996 
white  inhabitants  of  all  ages,  and  164,656  negro 
Haves.  The  number  of  fugar  plantations  was  288, 
of  which  2^8  made  what  is  called  clayed,  or  foft 
white  fugar,  and  30  mufcovado , or  raw  fugar.  It 

reckoned 
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reckoned  2,009  plantations  of  coffee,  66  of  cotton,  chap. 
443  of  indigo,  and  215  fmaller  eftablifhments,  fuch  ix. 
as  provifion-grounds,  cacao-groves,  tan-pits,  pot-  ' — 
teries,  brick-kilns,  £cc. 

Of  the  towns  and  harbours  in  the  Northern  Pro- 
vince, the  chief  were  thole  of  Cape  Frangois,  Fort 
Dauphin,  Port  De  Paix,  and  Cape  St.  Nicholas. 

I lhall  treat  only  of  the  fil'd  and  the  laft. 

The  town  of  Cape  Francois  (which  in  time  of 
war  was  the  leat  of  the  French  government)  would 
have  ranked,  for  beauty  and  regularity,  among 
the  cities  of  the  lecond  clafs  in  any  part  of  Europe. 

It  confided  of  between  eight  and  nine  hundred 
houles  of  done  and  brick,  many  of  them  handfome 
and  commodious,  befides  fhops  and  warehoufes ; 
and  it  contained  two  magnificent  fquares,  orna- 
mented each  with  a publick  fountain.  The  chief 
publick  buildings  were  the  church ; the  govern- 
ment-houfe  (formerly  a convent  belonging  to  the 
Jefuits) ; a fuperb  barrack  for  troops ; a royal  arfe- 
nal ; a prifon ; a play-houfe ; and  two  hofpitals. 

The  number  of  free  inhabitants  of  all  colours,  was 
edimated  at  eight  thoufand,  exclufive  of  the  king’s 
troops  and  lea-faring  people.  The  domedick  fiaves 
were  laid  to  be  about  twelve  thoufand.  The  fitua- 
tion  of  the  town,  however,  was  not  to  be  com- 
mended. It  was  built  at  the  foot  of  a very  high 
mountain,  called  Le  Morne  du  Cap , which  abounds 
indeed  with  fprings  of  excellent  water,  and  fur- 
nilhed  a great  fupply  of  garden  vegetables,  but  it 
intercepted  the  land-wind,  and  reverberated  the 
rays  of  the  fun.  The  town  arofe  to  opulence  chiefly 

from 
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from  the  ccmmodioufnefs  of  its  harbour,  and  the 
extreme  fertility  of  die  plain  adjoining  it  to  the  eaft, 
a diftrict  fifty  miles  in  length,  and  twelve  in  breadth, 
appropriated  folely  to  the  cultivation  of  fugar  (the 
plantations  or  which  were  divided  from  each  other 
only  by  hedges  of  citrons  and  limes)  and  yielding 
greater  returns  than  perhaps  any  other  fpot  of  the 
fame  extent  in  the  habitable  globe. 

The  town  of  Cape  St.  Nicholas  confifts  of 
about  2sG  houfes,  which  are  chiefly  built  of  Ame- 
rican wood.  It  is  fheltered  by  a high  bluff,  called 
the  Mole-,  and  having  been  a free-port,  was  a place 
of  confiderable  trade,  and  particularly  reforted  to  by 
the  (hips  of  America.  It  is  chiefly  known,  how- 
ever, for  the  fafety  and  extent  of  its  harbour,  which 
is  juftly  called  the  key  of  the  Windward  paffage ; 
and  the  fortifications  towards  the  fea  are  reckoned 
among  the  ftrongeft  in  the  Weft  Indie-s.  On  the 
fide  of  the  land  they  are  overlooked  by  the  fur- 
rounding heights,  and  hence  it  is  concluded,  that 
although  it  might  be  difficult  to  take  the  place  by 
an  invading  armament,  it  would  be  ftill  more  diffi- 
cult to  retain  it  afterwards,  unlefs  pofleftion  was  ob- 
tained alfo  of  the  interior  country. 

The  Weftern  Province  began  at  Cape  St.  Nicho- 
las, and  extending  along  the  line  of  coaft  which 
forms  the  bight  of  Leogane,  for  upwards  of  one 
hundred  leagues,  terminated  at  Cape  Tiburon.  It 
contained  fixteen  parifhes,  and  four  chief  towns, 
namely,  Port  au  Prince,  -St.  Marc,  Leogane,  and 
Petit  Goave ; befides  villages,  of  which  thole 
of  Gonaives,  .Arcahaye,  and  Croix  des  Bouquets, 

are 
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arc  not  inconfiderable.  The  only  good  harbours 
in  this  great  extent  of  coaft  are  thole  of  Port  au 
Prince  and  Gonaives.  All  the  other  Ihipping- 
places  are  open  roads,  fometimes  much  expofed. 

Port  au  Prince  (except  in  time  of  war,  when 
the  Governor-General  was  directed  to  remove  to 
Cape  Francois)  was  confidered  as  the  metropolis  of 
the  colony.  In  1790  it  confifted  of  about  600 
houfes,  and  contained  2,754  white  inhabitants  (d). 
The  fituation  is  low  and  marfhy,  and  the  climate, 
in  confequence,  very  unhealthy.  It  is  furroundcd 
moreover  by  hills,  which  command  both  the  town 
and  the  harbour ; but  both  the  hills  and  the  Tal- 
lies are  abundantly  fertile.  To  the  eall  is  fituated 
the  noble  plain  of  Cul  de  Sac,  extending  from  thirty 
to  forty  miles  in  length  by  nine  in  breadth,  and  it 
contained  one  hundred  and  fifty  fugar-plantations, 
moil  of  which  were  capable  of  being  watered  in 
times  of  drought,  by  canals  admirably  contrived 
and  difpofed  for  that  purpofe.  The  circumjacent 
mountains  were  at  the  fame  time  clothed  with  planta- 
tions of  coffee,  which  extended  quite  to  the  Spaniflh 
fettlements. 

The  population  and  (late  of  agriculture  in  the 
Weftern  Province  were  as  follow' : white  inhabitants 
of  all  ages  12,798;  negroes  in  a (late  of  flavery 
192,961  ; plantations  of  clayed  fugar  135,  of  muf- 
covado  222.  Plantations  of  coffee  894,  of  cotton 

489,  of 

( J)  The  free  people  of  colour  were  eftimated  at  4,000,  and 
the  enilaved  negroes  at  about  8,000:  but  being  comprehended 
in  the  general  return  for  the  whole  difbricb,  they  are  no  where, 
afcertaincd  with  precifion. 


i4*  HISTORICAL  SURVEY  OF 

chap.  489,  of  indigo  1,952,  befides  343  fmaller  fettle* 
IX*  ments. 

The  Southern  Province,  extending  upwards  of 
fixty  leagues  from  Cape  Tiburon,  along  the  fouth- 
ern  coaft  of  the  itland  to  L’Ance  a Pitre,  contained 
twelve  parifhes,  and  three  chief  towns,  Les  Cayes, 
Jeremie,  and  Jacmel ; places  of  which  I (hall  here- 
after have  occafion  to  fpeak.  It  poflefTes  no  fafe 
harbours,  and  its  roads  are  dangerous.  The  {hip- 
ping that  load  at  Les  Cayes  take  refuge,  during  the 
hurricane  feafon,  at  La  Baye  des  Flamands. 

The  population  in  this  department  was  com* 
pofed  of  6,037  whites>  and  76,812  negro  {laves. 
Its  eftablifhments  confifted  of  38  plantations  of 
white  fugar,  and  no  of  mufcovado  ; 214  coffee- 
plantations,  234  of  cotton,  765  of  indigo,  and  1 19 
fmaller  fettlements. 

The  quantity  of  land  in  cultivation  throughout 
all  the  parifhes  was  763,923  carreaux  (ej,  equal  to 
2,289,480  Englifh  acres,  of  which  about  two-thirds 
were  fituated  in  the  mountains ; and  that  the  reader 
may  have  a ftate  of  the  agriculture  at  one  view,  l 

fhali 

( c)  The  carreau  of  land  in  St.  Domingo  is  joo  paces  fqnare, 
of  3 1 French  feet  each  ; the  fuperfices  122,500  feet.  The  Paris 
foot  is  divided  into  twelve  inches,  and  each  into  twelve  lines; 
wherefore,  if  we  fuppofe  each  line  to  be  divided  into  310  parts, 
the  Paris  foot  will  be  1440  parts,  the  London  1350.  Thefe 
proportions  were  fettled  by  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences. 
The  Jamaica  acre  contains  43,560  Englifh  feet  fuperficial  mea- 
fiire  ; which  being  multiplied  bv  1,3  50,  and  the  total  divided 
by  1,440,  gives  40,837!,  or  about  one-third  part  of  the  carreau 
of  St.  Domingo. 
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fliall  fubjoin  a fummary  of  the  preceding  accounts,  chap. 
from  whence  it  will  appear  that  the  French  colony  IX- 
contained,  the  beginning  of  1790, 

43 1 plantations  of  clayed  fugar, 

362  - - - of  mufcovado. 


Total  - 793 

plantations  of  fugar, 

3’ 1 1 7 

- - - of  coffee, 

789 

- of  cotton. 

3,160 

- of  indigo, 

54 

- - - of  cacao,  or  chocolate. 

623  fmaller  fettlements,  chiefly  for  raifing 
grain,  yams,  and  other  vegetable 
food. 

Making  8,536  eftablifliments  of  all  kinds  through- 
= — out  the  colony. 

The  population  in  1790,  on  a like  fummary,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  30,83 1 whites  of  both  lexes  and 
all  ages  (exclufive  of  European  troops  and  fea-faring 
people),  and  434,429  negro  flaves.  In  this  ac- 
count, however,  the  domeftick  flaves,  and  negro 
mechanicks  employed  in  the  feveral  towns,  are  not 
comprehended.  They  amounted  to  about  46,000,. 
which  made  the  number  of  negro  flaves  throughout 
the  colony  480,000, 

Of  the  free  people  of  colour,  no  very  accurate 
account  was  obtained.  Monf.  Marbois,  the  inten- 
dant,  reported  them  in  1787  at  about  20,000.  In 
1790,  the  general  opinion  fixed  them  at  24,000. 

The  exterior  appearance  of  the  colony,  as  I have 

obferved 
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chap,  obferved  in  another  place,  every  where  demonftrated 
ix.  great  and  increafing  profperity.  Cultivation  was 
— v 1 making  rapid  advances  over  the  country.  The 
towns  abounded  in  warehoufes,  which  were  filled 
with  the  richeft  commodities  and  productions  of 
Europe,  and  the  harbours  were  crouded  with  {hip- 
ping. There  were  freighted  in  1787,  for  Europe 
alone,  470  fhips,  containing  1 12,253  tons,  and  na- 
vigated by  11,220  feamen.  Many  of  them  were 
veflels  of  very  large  burthen ; and  the  following  is 
an  accurate  account,  from  the  intendant’s  return, 
of  the  general  exports,  on  an  average  of  the  years 
1787,  1788,  and  1789;  viz. 


AVERAGE  EXPORTS  FROM  THE  FRENCH  PART  OF 

ST.  DOMINGO,  BEFORE  THE  REVOLUTION. 

Livres. 

lbs.  58,642,214-  41,049,549 
lbs.  86,549,829  - 34,619,931 
lbs.  71,663,187  - 71,663,187 
lbs.  6,698,858  - 12,397,716 


Clayed  fugar  - - 

Mufcovado  fugar 
Coffee  - - 

Cotton  - 
Indigo  - - Hhds.  - 951,607  - 

Molafles  - - Hhds.  - 23,061  - 

An  inferior  fort  of 
rum,  called  taffia 
Raw  hides  - - - N°  6,500 

Tan’d  ditto  - N°  7,900 


8,564,463 

2,767,320 


| Hhds.  - 2,600-  - 312,000 


- 52,000 

- 118,500 


The  total  value  at  the  ports  of  (hip- 1 
ping,  in  livres  of  St  Domingo,  was  \ 1 7 1 >544>666 

being  equal  {0,6.4,956,780  fterling  money  ot  Great 
Britain ; and  if  all  the  fmuggled  articles  were  added, 

together 
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together  with  the  value  of  mahogany  and  other  chap. 
woods,  the  whole  amount  would  probably  exceed  ^ 
five  millions  of  pounds  fterling  *. 

I f this  ftatement  be  compared  by  the  rule  of 
proportion  with  the  exports  from  Jamaica,  the  re- 
fult  will  be  confiderably  ill  favour  of  St.  Domingo, 

/.  e.  it  will  be  found  that  the  planters  of  Jamaica 
receive  fmaller  returns  from  the  labours  of  their  ne- 
groes, in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  than  the 
planters  of  St.  Domingo  have  received  from  theirs. 

For  this  difference  various  caufes  have  been  affigned, 
and  advantages  allowed,  and  qualities  afcribed  to 
the  French  planters,  which  I venture  to  pronounce, 
on  full  enquiry,  had  no  exiftence.  The  true  caufe' 
arofe,  undoubtedly,  from  the  fuperior  fertility  of 
the  foil,  and  the  prodigious  benefit  which  refulted 
to  the  French  planters  from  the  fyftem  of  water- 
ing their  fugar-lands  in  extreme  dry  weather.  This 
is  an  advantage  which  nature  has  denied  to  the  lands 
in  Jamaica,  except  in  a very  few  places. ;■  but  has 
f reely  beftowed  on  many  parts  of  St.  Domingo ; and 
the  planters  there  availed  themfelves  of  it  with  the 
happieft  fuccefs  (f) . 

And 


* Vide  Appendix,  Table  No.  2.  from  whence  it  will  appear 
that  the  exports  for  1 79 1 greatly  exceeded  the  average  above 
given,  both  in  quantities  and  value. 

(f)  Having  made  diligent  enquiry  into  the  average  produce 
ef  the  French  fugar-lands  in  St.  Domingo  while  on  the  fpot,  I 
venture  to  give  the  following  eftimate,  as  nearly  founded  in 
truth  as  the  fubjedl  will  admit. 

In  the  Nortn,  the  diftridts  of  Ouanaminthe,  Maribaroux,  and 
Quartier  Dauphin,  generally  yielded  from  fix  to  feven  thoufand 
Vox,.  III.  L pounds 


146 

CHAP. 


HISTORICAL  SURVEY  OF 


And  fuch,  in  the  days  of  its  profperity,  was  the 
ix.  French  colony  in  the  itland  of  St.  Domingo.  I have 
now  prefented  to  my  readers  both  Tides  of  the  me- 
dal. To  Great  Britain,  above  all  other  nations 
of  the  earth,  the  fails  which  I have  related  may  fur- 
nifh  an  important  lelTon  j and  it  is  fuch  a one  as 
requires  no  comment ! 

pounds  weight  of  mufeovado  fugar  for  each  carreau  in  canes ; 


the  average  is  6,500 

Jaquizi  - 7sooo 

Limonade  - 9,00a 

Quartier  Morin  - - 6,000 

Plaine  du  Nord,  Linibe,  Petite  Anfe  5,000 


33,500 

The  average  of  the  whole  is  6,700  lbs.  each  carreau. — 

This  part  of  St.  Domingo  was  not  watered. 

In  the  Weft — St.  Marc,  L’Artibonite,  and  Gonaives, 
each  carreau  yielded  - - 8,500 

Vazes,  Arcahaye,  Boucaffin  - 10,000 

Cul  de  Sac  - 9,000 

Leogane  ...  6,500 

34,000 

The  average  is  8,500  lbs.  the  carreau. — All  thefe 
diftrifts  were  watered. 

In  the  South — the  diftrifts  of  Grand  Goave,  Les- 
Cayes,  Plaine  du  Fond,  L’lftet,  See.  which  likewife 
were  watered,  yielded  ....  7,500 

The  general  average,  on  the  whole,  is  7,500  lbs.  from  each 
carreau  in  canes ; to  which  add  8f  per  cent,  for  the  diffe- 
rence between  the  Englifli  and  French  weights,  the  total  is  8, 1 3 7 
lbs.  for  every  three  acres  Englifli,  or  2,7 12  lbs.  per  acre ; bung 
nearly  two-thirds  more  than  the  genual  yielding  of  all  the  land 
in  canes  throughout  Jamaica. 
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CHAP.  X. 

Emigrations — Overtures  to  the  Britifi  Government  ac- 
cepted— Situation  and  Strength  of  the  Republican 
Party  in  St.  Domingo,  and  Difpojition  of  the  Inha- 
bitants— Negro  Slavery  abolif ted  by  the  French  Com- 
mif loners — Armament  allotted  for  the  Invafion  of 
the  country — Surrender  of  Jeremie  and  the  Mole  at 
Cape  St.  Nicholas — Unfuccefsfid  Attempt  on  Cape 
Pi  bur  on — Further  Proceedings  of  the  Brit  if  1 Army 
until  the  Arrival  of  General  Whyte — Capture  of 
Port  au  Prince. 

jT  h e deftrudion  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Cape  chap. 
Francis,  and  the  mafiacre  of  moft  of  the  white  x- 
inhabitants,  were  the  fad  events  which  terminated 
our  hiftorical  detail  at  the  dole  of  the  eighth  Chap- 
ter. It  was  obferved,  however,  that  M.  Galbaud 
and  his  partizans,  among  whom  were  comprehend- 
en  many  refpedable  families,  had  fortunately  em- 
barked on  the  (hips  in  the  harbour,  juft  before  the 
revolted  negroes  entered  the  town.  Happy  to  fly 
from  a country  devoted  to  ruin,  they  direded  their 
courfe  to  the  United  States  of  North  America  ; and 
to  the  honour  of  the  human  character  (debafed  as 
we  have  beheld  it  in  other  fituations)  they  found 
there,  what  great  numbers  of  their  unhappy  fellow- 
citizens  had  found  before  them,  a refuge  from  the 
L z reach 
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c h a p.  reach  of  perl'ecution,  and  an  afylum  from  the  prcf* 
x.  fure  of  poverty. 

Emigrations  from  all  parts  of  St.  Domingo 
had  indeed  prevailed  to  a very  great  extent,  ever 
fince  the  revolt  of  the  negroes  in  the  Northern  pro- 
vince. Many  of  the  planters  had  removed  with 
their  families  to  the  neighbouring  ifiands : feme  of 
them  had  taken  refuge  in  Jamaica ; and  it  was 
fuppofed  that  not  lefs  than  ten  thoufand  had  tranf- 
ported  themfelves,  at  various  times,  to  different 
parts  of  the  continent  of  America.  Moft  of  thefe 
were  perfons  of  peaceable  tempers,  who  fought  only 
to  procure  the  mere  neceffaries  of  life  in  fafety  and 
quiet.  The  principal  among  the  planters,  having 
other  objedts  in  view,  had  repaired  to  Great  Britain. 
It  is  a circumftance  within  my  own  knowledge,  that 
lo  early  as  the  latter  end  of  1791  (long  before  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities  between  France  and 
England)  many  of  them  had  made  application  to 
the  King’s  minifters,  requefting  that  an  armament 
might  be  fent  to  take  polfeflion  of  the  country  for 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  receive  the  allegi- 
ance of  the  inhabitants.  They  afferted  ( — I am  afraid 
with  much  greater  confidence  than  truth — ) that  all 
claffes  of  the  whites  wifhed  to  place  themfelves 
under  the  Englifh  dominion,  and  that,  on  the  firfl 
appearance  of  a Britifh  fquadron,  the  colony  would 
lurrender  without  a ftruggle.  To  thefe  reprefenta- 
tions  no  attention  was  at  that  time  given  ; but  at 
length,  after  the  national  alfembly  had  thought 
proper  to  declare  war  againfl  Great  Britain,  the 

Engl  i fit 
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Englifh  miniftry  began  to  liften,  with  fome  degree  c h a p. 
of  complacency,  to  the  overtures  which  were  again  x- 
made  to  them,'  to  the  fame  effect,  by  the  planters  ^ ~ 
ofSt.  Domingo.  In  thefummer  of  1 793,  a M.Char- 
milly  (one  of  thofe  planters)  was  lurnilhed  with 
difpatches  from  the  fecretary  of  date  to  General 
Williamfon,  the  lieutenant-governor  and  comman- 
der in  chief  of  Jamaica,  fignifying  the  king’s  plea- 
fure  (with  allowance  of  great  latitude  however  to 
the  governor’s  difcretion)  that  he  fhould  accept 
terms  of  capitulation  from  the  inhabitants  of  fuch 
parts  of  St.  Domingo  as  lolicited  the  protection  of 
the  Britilli  government;  and  for  that  purpofe  the 
governor  was  authorized  to  detach,  from  the  troops 
under  his  command  in  Jamaica,  fuch  a force  as 
fhould  be  thought  iufficient  to  take  and  retain  pof- 
feffion  of  all  the  places  that  might  be  turrendered, 
until  reinforcements  fhould  arrive  from  England. 

M.  Charmilly,  having  thus  delivered  the  orders  and 
inftruCtions  with  which  he  was  entrufled,  fent  an 
agent  without  delay  to  Jeremie  (a),  a.  fmall  port 
and  town  in  the  diftriCt  of  Grand  Ance , to  which 
he  belonged,  to  prepare  the  loyal  inhabitants  for  a 
vifit  from  their  new  allies  and  protectors  the  Eng- 
lilh. 

But,  before  we  proceed  to  detail  the  operations 
which  followed  this  determination  of  the  Britilh  ca- 
binet, it  feems  neceffary,  as  well  for  the  fatisfaftion 
of  the  reader,  as  in  juftice  to  the  gallantry  and  good 
CQndud  of  the  officers  and  men  who  were  afterwards 

(«)  It  is  fituated  juft  within  the  Bight  of  Letgzxt* 
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chap.  Tent  to  St.  Domingo,  that  feme  account  fhould  be 
x.  given  of  the  difficulties  which  were  to  arife,  and  the 
force  that  was  to  be  encountered  in  this  attempt  to 
annex  fo  great  and  valuable  a colony  to  the  Britifh 
dominion.  I am  well  apprized  that  I am  here  tread- 
ing on  tender  ground  ; but  if  it  (ball  appear,  as  un- 
happily it  will,  that  the  perfons  at  whofe  inftance 
and  entreaty  the  project  was  adopted,  either  meant 
to  deceive,  or  were  themfelves  grofsly  deceived,  in  the 
reprefentations  which  they  had  made  to  the  Englifh 
government  on  this  occahon,  it  is  my  province  and 
my  duty  to  place  the  failure  which  enfued  to  its 
proper  account.  The  hiftorian  who,  in  fuch  cafes, 
trom  tear,  favour,  or  affedtion,  fuppreffies  the  com- 
munication of  fadts,  is  hardly  lets  culpable  than 
the  fadtious  or  venal  writer,  who  facrifices  the  in- 
terefts  of  truth  and  the  dignity  of  hiflory,  to  the 
prejudices  of  party. 

Tiie  republican  commiffioners,  as  the  reader  has 
been  informed,  had  brought  with  them  from  France 
fix  thoufand  chofen  troops ; which,  added  to  the 
national  force  already  in  the  colony,  and  the  mili- 
tia of  the  country,  conftituted  a body  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen  thouiand  effective  men  ; to  whom  were 
joined  a motley  but  deiperate  band  of  all  complexi- 
ons and  deferiptions,  chiefly  flaves  which  had  de- 
lerted  from  their  owners,  and  negroes  colledted  from 
the  jails.  All  thefe,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
about  twenty-two  thoufand  effectives,  were  brought 
into  fome  degree  of  order  and  discipline  i were  well 
armed,  and,  what  is  of  infinite  importance,  were. 
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in  a confiderable  degree,  inured  to  the  climate*. 
Being  necelfarily  difperfed,  however,  in  detachments 
throughout  the  different  provinces,  they  were  be- 
come on  that  account  Jefs  formidable  to  an  invading 
enemy.  Aware  of  this  circumftance,  the  commif- 
lioners,  on  the  firft  intimation  of  an  attack  from 
the  Englifh,  reforted  to  the  moft  defperate  ex- 
pedient to  ftrengthen  their  party,  that  imagina- 
tion can  conceive.  They  declared  by  procla- 
mation all  manner  of  Havery  abolifhed,  and  pro- 
nounced the  negro  flaves  to  be  from  thenceforward 
a free  people,  on  condition  of  reforting  to  their 
ftandard.  From  this  moment  it  might  have  been 
foreleen  that  the  colony  was  loft  to  Europe  ; for 
though  but  few  of  the  negroes,  in  proportion  to  the 
whole,  joined  the  commiffioners,  many  thoufands 
choofing  to  continue  flaves  as  they  were,  and  par- 
ticipate in  the  fortunes  of  their  mafters,  yet  vaft 
numbers  in  all  parts  of  the  colony  (apprehenfive 

probably 

* The  following  detail  was  given  me  by  a member  of  the  co- 
lonial affembly. 

“ Troops  in  St.  Domingo  on  the  arrival  of  Sant  lion  ax  and  Po  Ivere  /, 
viz.” 

Troopsof  the  line  which  arrived  with  the  commiffioners  6,000 


T he  regiment  of  Cape  Francois  -------  700 

The  regiments  of  Artois  and  Normandy  - - - - 1,000 

Stipendary  troops  enlifted  and  paid  for  by  the  colony  - 1,200 


The  colonial  militia,  including  free  people  of  colour  7,000 

15,900 

Black  companies  raifed  by  the  authority  of  the  com- 
miffioners -----------  - 6,000 


- 21,900 


Total  - - 
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chap,  probably  that  this  offer  of  liberty  was  too  great  a 
x.  favour  to  be  permanent)  availed  themfelves  of  it  to 
' * J fecure  a retreat  to  the  mountains,  and  poflefs  them- 

felves of  the  natural  faftneffes  which  the  interior 
country  affords.  Succeffive  bodies  have  fince  joined 
them,  and  have  eftablifhed  themfelves,  in  thofe  re- 
ceffes,  into  a fort  of  favage  republick,  like  that  of 
the  black  Charaibes  of  St.  Vincent,  where  they  fub- 
fifl  on  the  fpontaneous  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  the 
wild  cattle  which  they  procure  by  hunting ; pru- 
dently declining  offenfive  war,  and  trufling  their 
fafetyto  the  rocky  fortreffes  which  nature  has  raifed 
around  them,  and  from  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  will 
be  no  eafy  undertaking  to  diflodge  them  (b) . 

Of  the  revolted  negroes  in  the  Northern  province, 

many 

fb ) The  proclamation  alluded  to,  was  blued  at  Port  au  Prince 
the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  and  wasfigned  by  Polverel  alone,  San- 
thonax  being  at  that  time  in  the  Northern  province.  It  begins 
by  declaring,  that  neither  himfelf  nor  Santhdnax  are  recalled  or 
difgraced.  That,  in  order  to  encourage  the  negro  Haves  to  affift 
in  oppofmg  the  meditated  invafion  of  the  Englifh,  all  manner  of 
flaverv  is  aboh filed  ; and  the  negroes  are  thenceforward  to  con- 
iider  themfelves  as  free  citizens.  It  then  expatiates  upon  thene- 
cefTny  of  labour,  and  tells  the  negroes  that  they  mull  engage  to 
work  as  ufual,  from  year  to  year ; but  that  they  are  at  liberty 
to  make  choice  of  their  refpeflive  mailers.  That  one-third  of 
the  crop  (hall  be  appropriated  annually  to  the  purchafe  of  cloth- 
ing and  provifions  for  their  maintenance  ; and  that  in  the  month 
of  September  in  each  year  they  are  at  liberty  to  make  a new 
choice,  or  to  confirm  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Such,  to  the 
bed  of  my  remembrance  (for  I fpeak  from  memory)  are  the 
chief  provifions  of  this  celebrated  proclamation,  which  I think 
expended  only  to  the  Weflern  and  Southern  provinces;  San- 
thonax  being  empowered  to  make  what  other  regulations  he 

might 
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many  had  perilhed  of  difeafe  and  famine ; but  a c 
detperate  band,  amounting  as  it  was  luppofed.  to 
upwards  of  40,000,  inured  to  war,  and  pradifed  in 
devadation  and  murder,  ftill  continued  in  arms. 
Thefe  were  ready  to  pour  down,  as  occafion  might 
offer,  on  all  nations  alike  ; and  indead  of  joining 
the  Englifh  on  their  landing,  would  rejoice  to  facri- 
fice  both  the  viftors  and  the  vanquifhed,  the  in- 
vaders and  the  invaded,  in  one  common  dedruc- 
tion. 

Concerning  the  white  proprietors,  on  whom 
alone  our  dependance  was  placed,  a large  propor- 
tion, as  we  have  feen,  perhaps  more  than  nine-tenths 
of  the  whole,  had  quitted  the  country.  Of  thofe 
that  remained,  fome  there  were,  undoubtedly,  who 
fi  nee  rely  w idled  for  the  refloration  of  order,  and  the 
bleffings  of  regular  government ; but  the  greater 
part  were  perfons  of  a different  character : they 
were  defperate  adventurers  who  had  nothing  to 
lofe,  and  every  thing  to  gain,  by  confufion  and 
anarchy  : not  a few  of  them  had  obtained  poffeflion 
of  the  effects  and  edates  of  abfent  proprietors. 
From  people  of  this  (lamp,  the  mod  determined 
oppofition  was  neceffarily  to  be  expedled  and  un- 
fortunately, among  thofe  of  better  principle,  I am 
afraid  but  a very  fmall  number  were  cordially  at- 
tached to  the  Englifh.  The  majority  feem  to  have 
had  nothing  in  view  but  to  obtain  by  any  means 

the 

might  think  proper  for  the  Northern  province.  The  whole  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a matchlefs  piece  of  abfurdity  ; betraying  a 
lamentable  degree  of  ignorance  concerning  the  manners  and 
difpofitions  of  the  negroes,  and  totally  impracticable  in  itfelf. 


: A P. 
X. 


i 


HISTORICAL  SURVEY  OF 
chap,  the  reftoration  of  their  eftates  and  pofieffions.  Many 
x.  of  them,  under  their  ancient  government,  had  be- 
c*'~v  J Jonged  to  the  lower  order  of  noblejfe , and  being  te- 
nacious of  titles  and  honours,  in  proportion  as  their 
pretentions  to  real  diftindtion  were  difputable  ; they 
dreaded  the  introduction  of  a fyftem  of  laws  and 
government,  which  would  reduce  them  to  the  ge- 
neral level  of  the  community.  Thus,  as  their  mo- 
tives were  felfifh,  and  their  attachment  feeble,  their 
exertions  in  the  common  caufe  were  not  likely  to  be 
very  ftrenuous  or  efficacious.  I do  not  find  that  the 
number  of  French  in  arms,  who  joined  us  at  any  one 
period  (I  mean  of  white  inhabitants)  ever  exceeded 
two  thoufand.  It  were  unjuft,  however,  not  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  among  them  were  fome  diftinguifhed 
individuals,  whofe  fidelity  was  above  fufpicion,  and 
whofe  fervices  were  highly  important  (c). 

From  this  recapitulation  it  is  evident,  that  the 

invafion 

(c)  A few  men  of  colour  alfo  diftinguiflied  themfelves  in  the 
common  caufe;  viz.  Monfieur  Le  Point,  Lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  St.  Marc’s  legion,  who,  with  about  300  Mulnttoes  under  his 
command,  kept  the  parifli  of  L’Archave  in  complete  fubjedfion 
for  a confiderable  time.  2.  Boncquet , Major  of  the  Milice  Royale 
of  Verettes,  a perfon  much  attached  to  the  Englifh.  3.  Charles 
Scnoy,  who  commanded  a very  important  poft  in  the  plain  of 
Artibonite,  upon  the  river  D’Efferre.  Great  confidence  was 
placed  in  this  man  by  Colonel  Brifbane,  and  it  was  never  abufed. 
All  thefe  men  were  well  educated,  and  nourifhed  deep  refent- 
ment  againft  the  French  planters,  on  account  of  the  indignities 
which  the  clafs  of  coloured  people  had  received  from  them. 
At  Cape  Tiburon.  three  or  four  hundred  blacks  were  embodied 
very  early,  under  a black  general  named  lean  Kina,  who  ferved 
well  and  faithfully. 
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invafion  of  St.  Domingo  was  anenterprize  of  greater  g h a p. 
magnitude  and  difficulty  than  the  Britifh  govern-  x. 
ment  feem  to  have  imagined.  Confidering  the  ex-  ^ v ' 
tent  and  natural  ftrength  of  the  country,  it  may 
well  be  doubted,  whether  all  the  force  which  Great 
Britain  could  have  fpared,  would  have  been  fuf- 
ficient  to  reduce  it  to  fubjedtion,  and  reftore  it  at 
the  fame  time  to  fuch  a degree  of  order  and  fub- 
ordination,  as  to  make  it  a colony  worth  holding. 

The  truth  feems  to  have  been,  that  General  Wil- 
liamfon,  to  whom,  as  hath  been  obferved,  the  di- 
rection and  diftribution  of  the  armament  was  en- 
trufted,  and  whole  adtive  zeal  in  the  fervice  of  his 
country  was  eminently  confpicuous,  was  deceived, 
equally  with  the  King’s  minifters,  by  the  favourable 
accounts  and  exaggerated  reprelentations  of  fan- 
guine  and  interefted  individuals,  concerning  the  dif- 
pofition  of  their  countrymen,  the  white  planters  re- 
maining in  St.  Domingo.  Inftead  of  the  few  hun- 
dreds of  them  which  afterwards  retorted  to  the, 

Britifh  ftandard,  the  Governor  had  reafon  to  expedt 
the  fupport  and  co-operation  of  at  lead  as  many 
thoulands.  In  this  fatal  confidence,  the  armament 
allotted  for  this  important  expedition  was  compof- 
ed  of  only  the  13th  regiment  of  foot,  feven  com- 
panies of  the  49th,  and  a detachment  of  artillery, 
altogether  amounting  to  about  eight  hundred  and 
feventy,  rank  and  file,  fit  for  duty.  Such  was  the 
force  that  was  to  annex  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, a country  nearly  equal  in  extent,  and  in  natural 
ftrength  infinitely  luperior,  to  Great  Britain  itfelf! 

Speedy 
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chap.  Speedy  and  effectual  reinforcements  from  England 
x-  were,  however,  promifed,  as  well  to  replace  the 
troops  which  were  removed  from  Jamaica,  as  to  aid 
the  operations  in  St.  Domingo. 

In  the  meantime,  the  ftrft  divifion,  confuting  of 
fix  hundred  and  feventyafeven  rank  and  tile,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Whitelocke, 
failed  from  Port-Royal  the  9th  of  September,  and 
arrived  at  Jeremie  on  the  19th  of  the  fame  month. 
They  were  efcorted  by  Commodore  Ford,  in  the 
Europa,  accompanied  by  four  or  five  frigates. 

As  the  propofitions,  or  terms  of  capitulation, 
had  been  previouily  adjufted  between  the  people  of 
Jeremie,  by  their  agent  Mr.  Charmilly,  and  Ge- 
neral Williamfon,  it  only  remained  for  the  Britith 
forces  to  take  poffeffion  ot  the  town  and  harbour. 
Accordingly,  the  troops  difem harked  earlv  the  next 
morning ; the  Britifh  colours  were  hoifted  at  both 
the  forts,  with  royal  falutes  from  each,  which  were 
anfwered  by  the  Commodore  and  his  fquadron,  and 
the  oaths  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  were  taken  by  the 
refident  inhabitants,  with  an  appearance  of  great; 
zeal  and  alacrity. 

At  the  fame  time  information  was  received,  that 
the  garrifon  at  the  Mole  of  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  were 
inclined  to  furrender  that  important  fortrefs  in  like 
manner.  As  this  was  a circumftance  not  to  be  neg- 
lected, the  Commodore  immediately  directed  his 
courfe  thither,  and,  on  the  zid,  took  poffeffion  of 
the  fortrefs  and  harbour,  and  received  the  allegiance 
of  the  officers  and  privates.  The  grenadier  com- 
pany of  the  1 3th  regiment,  was  forthwith  difpatched 

from 
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from  Jeremie  to  take  the  command  of  the  garrifon  ; c h a p. 
which  was  foon  afterwards  ftrengthened  by  thearri-  x. 
val  of  the  fecond  divifion  of  the  armament  ordered  ^ 
from  Jamaica,  con  idling  of  five  companies  of  forty 
men  each. 

The  voluntary  furrender  of  thefe  places  rai fed 
expectations  in  the  people  of  England,  that  the  whole 
of  the  French  colony  in  St.  Domingo  would  fubmit 
without  oppofition ; but  the  advantages  hitherto 
obtained,  feem  to  have  been  greatly  overvalued. 

The  town  of  Jeremie  is  a place  of  no  importance. — 

It  contains  about  one  hundred  very  mean  houfes, 
and  the  country  in  the  vicinage  is  not  remarkably 
fertile ; producing  nothing  of  any  account  but  cof- 
fee. At  the  Mole  of  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  the  country 
is  even  lefs  productive  than  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Jeremie  ; but  the  harbour  is  one  of  the  fine  ft  in 
the  new  world,  and  the  fortifications  vie  with  the 
ftrongeft  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Unfortunately,  from 
the  elevation  of  the  furrounding  heights,  the  place 
is  not  tenable  againft  a powerful  attack  by  land. 

The  garrifon  confided  only  of  the  regiment  of  Dillon, 
which  was  reduced  by  ficknefs  or  defertion  to  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  town  itfelf,  was 
in  the  higheft  degree  hoftile : moft  of  the  inhabitants, 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  left  the  place  on  the  arrival 
of  the  Englifh,  and  joined  the  republican  army. 

Zealous,  however,  to  promote  the  glory  of  the 
Britifh  name,  Colonel  Whitelocke  determined  that 
his  little  army  ftiould  not  continue  inactive  at  Je- 
remie. It  was  reprefented  to  him,  that  the  acquifition 
of  the  neighbouring  poft  of  Tiburon  would  prove 
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chap,  of  the  utmoft  importance  towards  the  fecurity  of 
x.  Grand-Ance,  and  a M.  Duval  pledging  himfelf  to 
’ raife  five  hundred  men  to  co-operate  in  its  reduction, 
an  expedition  was  undertaken  for  that  purpofe, 
and  Colonel  Whitelocke,  with  moft  of  the  Britifh 
force  from  Jeremie,  arrived  in  Tiburon  Bay  on  the 
f793*  4th  of  G&ober. 

But,  on  this  occafion,  as  on  almoft  every  other, 
the  Englifh  had  a melancholy  proof  how  little  de- 
pendance  can  be  placed  on  French  declarations  and 
aflurances.  Duval  never  made  his  appearance,  for 
he  was  not  able  to  colledt  more  than  fifty  whites 
the  enemy’s  force  was  found  to  be  far  more  formi- 
dable than  had  been  reprefented,  and  the  gallantry 
of  our  troops  proved  unavailing  againft  fuperiority 
of  numbers.  They  were  compelled  to  retreat,  with 
the  lofs  of  about  twenty  men  killed  and  wounded*. 

The  defeat  and  difcouragement  fuftained  in  this 
attack  were  the  more  grievoufly  felt,  as  ficknefs 
foon  afterwards  began  to  prevail  to  a great  extent 
in  the  army.  The  feafon  of  the  year  was  unfavou- 
rable in  the  higheft  degree  for  military  operations 
in  a tropical  climate.  The  rains  were  inceflant ; 
and  the  conftant  and  unufual  fatigue,  and  extraor- 
dinary duty  to  which  the  foldiers,  from  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  their  number,  were  neceflarily  iubjebt,  co- 
operating with  the  Hate  of  the  weather,  produced 
the  moft  fatal  confequences.  That  never-failing 
attendant  on  military  expeditions  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, 

* This  Duval  being  afterwards  fufpe&ed  of  correfponding  with 
the  enemy,  was  ordered  to  quit  the  illand,  and  he  went  to  Ame- 
rica. 
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dies,  the  yellow  or  peftilcntial  fever,  raged  with  chap. 
dreadful  virulence,  and  fo  many,  both  of  the  fea-  x. 
men  and  foldiers,  perilhed  daily,  that  the  furvivors  v * 
were  ftricken  with  aftonifhment  and  horror  at  be- 
hold ins:  the  havock  made  amon^  their  comrades  ! 

General  Williamson,  with  his  ufual  hu- 
manity, exerted  himfelf  to  give  them  all  the  relief 
in  his  power.  Unhappily  he  had  no  alternative  but 
either  to  withdraw  the  troops  altogether  from  St. 
Domingo,  leaving  our  allies  and  new  fubjedts,  the 
French  planters  who  had  fworn  allegiance  to  our 
government,  to  the  mercy  of  their  enemies,  or  to 
fend,  from  an  already  exhaufted  army,  a fmall  rein- 
forcement of  men,  to  perifh  probably  in  the  fame 
manner  as  thofe  had  done  whofe  numbers  they  were 
fcarcely  fufficient  to  replace. 

The  latter  meafure  was  adopted  : in  truth,  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe  admitted  of  no  other. 

The  remainder  of  the  49th  regiment,  the  20th,  and 
the  royals,  amounting  altogether  to  feven  or  eight 
hundred  men,  were  therefore  difpatched  with  all 
poffible  expedition ; and  the  fafety  of  Jamaica  was 
at  length  entrufted  to  lefs  than  four  hundred  regular 
troops. 

The  fudden  appearance  in  St.  Domingo  of  a 
reinforcement,  though  fmall  in  itfelf,  produced 
however  a confiderable  effect  among  the  French 
planters,  by  inducing  a belief  that  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment was  now  ferioufly  refolved  to  follow  up 
the  blow.  In  the  beginning  of  December,  the 
parifhes  of  Jean  Rabel,  St.  Marc,  Arcahaye,  and 
Boucaffn,  furrendered  on  the  fame  conditions  as  had 

been 
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chap,  been  granted  to  Jeremie  ; and  their  example  was 
x.  foon  afterwards  followed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Leo- 
gane.  All  the  former  parifhes  are  fituated  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  Bight : Leogane  on  the  fouth. 

The  Britifh  commanders  now  directed  their  views 
once  more  towards  the  capture  of  Tiburon.  The 
defeat  which  our  troops  had  fuftained  in  the  late 
attack  of  that  important  poft,  ferved  only  to  anb 
mate  them  to  greater  exertions ; but  a confiderable 
time  unavoidably  elapfed  before  the  expedition  took 
place;  the  interval  being  employed  in  fecuring  the 
places  which  had  furrendered.  On  the  21ft  of  Ja- 
*794-  nuary,  however,  the  Commodore  touched  at  Jere- 
mie with  the  fquadron,  and  received  the  troops  on 
board  ; and  the  whole  arrived  off  Cape  Tiburon  on 
the  evening  of  the  firft  of  February. 

The  enemy  appeared  in  confiderable  force,  and 
feemed  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  Britifh  with  great 
refolution ; but  a few  broadfides  from  the  Ihips  foon 
cleared  the  beach.  They  came  forward  however 
again,  as  the  flank  companies  approached  the  fhore, 
and  direfted  a general  difcharge  of  mufquetryat  the 
boats ; but  our  troops  landed  and  formed  in  an  in- 
ftant,  routed  their  line  with  great  flaughter,  and 
immediately  took  pofleflion  of  the  poft.  The  gal- 
lantry of  Major  Spencer  who  commanded,  and  of 
the  officers  and  men  who  compofed,  the  flank  com- 
panies, was  particularly  confpicuous.  It  feems,  in- 
deed, to  have  been  a fpirited  and  well  conducted 
enterprize  throughout ; and  it  was  happily  effected 
with  the  lot's  of  only  three  of  the  Englifh  killed,  and 
feven  wounded.  Of  the  enemy,  one  hundred  and 
i fifty 
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fifty  furrendered  prifoners  of  war;  and  their  maga- 
zines were  found  replete  with  ammunition  *. 

By  the  poffeflion  of  this  poft  on  the  fouth,  and 
that  of  the  Mole  at  Cape  St.  Nicholas  on  the  north- 
Weftern  part  of  the  ifland,  the  Britifh  fquadron 
commanded  the  navigation  of  the  windward  paf- 
fage,  and  the  whole  of  that  extenfive  bay  which 
forms  the  Bight  of  Leogane,  and  the  capture  of  the 
forts,  fhipping,  and  town  of  Port  au  Prince  (the 

metropolis 

• 

* I have  fince  been  informed  by  an  officer  of  rank,  who  took 
a diftinguifhed  part  in  this  enterprize,  that  the  real  number  of 
Britifh  killed  and  wounded  was  twenty-five.  This  gentleman 
was  himfelf  among  the  wounded.  The  generous  gallantry  of  a 
common  lailor,  named  Allen,  belonging  to  the  Penelope,  de- 
ferves  to  be  recorded  in  this  place.  Inftead  of  returning  to  his 
fin  ip  with  the  boats,  according  to  orders,  after  the  troops  were 
landed,  the  failor  jumped  on  fhore,  and  feizing  the  firelock  of  a 
wounded  foldier,  fwore  that  he  too  would  have  a dajh  at  the  Bri- 
gands. But  it  was  neceflary  the  troops  fhould  follow  up  their 
fuccels,  and  it  being  found  impoffible  to  take  all  the  wounded 
men  along  with  them,  many  of  thofe  would  have  been  left  on 
the  beach,  in  a dark  night,  liable  to  be  maflacred  by  a lavage 
enemy;  which  horieft  Jack  perceiving,  he  declared  it  was  a 
fnore  pleafing  talk  to  fave  the  lives  of  thefe  poor  fuffering  men* 
than  to  kill  half  a fcore  rebels.  He  therefore  plunged  into  the 
Water,  the  boats  having  p allied  off,  and  by  hard  fwimming 
reached  the  Hound  Sloop,  laying  near  a mile  from  the  fhore, 
and  from  her  was  fent  to  his  own  fhip.  Captain  Rowley  being 
by  this  means  informed  of  the  fituation  of  the  wounded  men, 
manned  his  barge,  and  brought  them  all  off  himfelf;  and  with  a 
very  commendable  attention  towards  fuch  of  them  as  died  in  the 
removal,  ordered  the  lieutenant  to  read  the  funeral  fervice  over 
them,  by  the  light  of  a lanthorn,  before  their  bodies  were  com- 
mitted to  the  deep.  Allen,  the  failor,  was  reprimanded  for  his 
breach  of  difcipline,  but  rewarded  with  five  pounds  for  his  hu- 
manity. 
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metropolis  of  the  French  colony)  feemed  more  that* 
probable,  on  the  arrival  of  a large  armament  now 
daily  expected,  with  much  anxiety,  from  England. 

In  the  meanwhile,  it  was  determined  (now  that 
the  feafon  was  favourable)  in  order  that  the  troops 
might  not  continue  inactive,  as  well  as  to  facilitate 
the  meditated  reduction  of  Port  au  Prince,  to  at- 
tack Lr Acu/,  an  important  fortrefs  in  the  vicinity 
ol  Leogane.  Accordingly,  on  the  19th  ot  February, 
the  flank  companies,  a detachment  of  the  royal  ar- 
tillery, and  of  the  13th  regiment,  with  fome  colo- 
nial troops,  having  two  five  half-inch  howitzers  and 
two  four-pounders,  marched  from  thence  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Whitelocke,  at  four  in  the 
morning.  Baron  de  Montalembert,  with  about 
two  hundred  colonial  troops,  and  a few  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  artillery,  were  previoufly  embarked  on  tranf- 
ports,  and  ordered  to  land  and  attack  the  fort  at 
an  hour  appointed.  Captain  Vincent,  with  the 
light  infantry  of  the  49th,  and  about  eighty  of  the 
colonial  troops,  took  a mountain  road,  while  Co- 
lonel Whitelocke  moved  forward  on  the  great  road, 
and  took  poft  juft  out  of  cannon  knot,  waiting  the 
united  attacks  of  the  Baron  and  Captain  Vincent’s 
detachments.  The  enemy  began  to  cannonade  about 
feven  o'clock,  and  continued  it  with  intervals  till 
eleven,  when  Colonel  Whitelocke  ordered  Captain 
Smith,  with  the  howitzers  and  cannon,  to  advance 
and  fire  upon  the  fort,  fupported  by  the  light  in- 
fantry of  the  royals  and  13  th  regiments,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Spencer,  in  order  to  give  time 
for  the  Baron’s  people  to  land.  Unfortunately, 

from 
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from  the  mifmanagement  of  one  of  the  tranfports, 
the  troops  under  the  orders  of  the  Baron  de  Mon- 
talembert  could  not  be  landed.  Colonel  White- 
locke,  therefore,  finding  he  had  nothing  to  expedt 
from  them,  the  day  being  confiderably  advanced, 
now  came  to  the  determination  of  attacking  the 
fort  by  ftorm ; and  detached  Major  Spencer,  with 
the  grenadiers  of  the  49th  regiment,  and  the  light 
infantry  of  the  13th,  to  join  Captain  Vincent,  and 
approach  the  fort  by  the  mountain  road,  while  he 
himfelf  marched  by  the  great  road  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  At  five  o’clock,  the  two  columns 
moved  forward,  and  the  moment  the  enemy  dif- 
covered  the  march  of  Colonel  Whitelocke’s  divifion, 
they  commenced  a very  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and 
mufquetry.  Orders  were  immediately  given  for 
the  column  to  advance  and  gain  the  fort,  which 
orders  were  gallantly  and  rapidly  executed.  At 
this  inftant,  Liutenant  M‘ Kerras  of  the  engi- 
neers, and  Captain  Hutchinfon  of  the  royals,  were 
both  wounded  ; but  they  continued  their  exertions, 
notwithstanding,  till  the  fort  was  in  quiet  poffeffion 
of  the  vidtors.  Our  lofs  was  not  great ; but  Cap- 
tain Morfhead  (who  had  before  received  a Shot  in 
the  body,  when  gallantly  mounting  the  hill)  with 
Lieutenant  Tinlin  of  the  20th  grenadiers,  Lieuten- 
ant Caulfield  of  the  6 ad  regiment,  and  fome  pri- 
vates, were  unfortunately  blown  up  by  an  ex- 
plofion  after  the  fort  was  taken  ; for  the  officer 
who  commanded,  finding  he  could  no  longer 
defend  it,  placed  a quantity  of  powder  and  other 
combuflibles  in  one  of  the  buildings,  which 
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was  fired  by  an  unfortunate  brigand,  who  periflred1 
in  the  explofion.  Captain  Morfhead  died  the  next 
day,  and  was  interred  with  military  honours,  at- 
tended by  the  Britifh  garrifon;  Lieutenant  Caul- 
field lingered  fome  time  longer,  and  then'  followed- 
him  to  the  grave ; but  Lieutenant  Tinlin  reco- 
vered *. 

The  next  enterprize  of  our  gallant  little  army 
had  a lefs  favourable  termination.  It  was  directed 
againfl  a ftrong  pod  and  fettlement  at  a place  cal 
led  Bomfnrd , about  eight  miles  from  Cape  St.  Ni- 
cholas, where  a hardy  race  of  people,  chiefly  a co- 
lony of  Germans,  had  eftablifhed  themfelves,  and- 
lived  in  unambitious  poverty.  A detachment  of 
two  hundred  men,  from  the  different  corps,  were- 
ordered  on  this  fervice,  in  two  diviflons,  one  of 
which  was  commanded  by  Major  Spencer,  the  brave 
and  active  officer  already  mentioned,  the  other  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Markham.  Of  their  proceed- 
ings during  the  attack,  and  their  retreat  afterwards, 
I have  not  been  furnilLed  with  the  particulars 
All  that  is  known  to  the  publick  with  certainty  is, 
that  our  troops  were  repulfed  by  fuperior  numbers, 
with  the  lofs  of  forty  men,  but  without  any  dimi- 
nution of  the  national  character.  It  was  allowed, 

even- 

* I am  indebted  to  the  gentleman  who  favoured  me  with 
she  information  conveyed  in  the  note  top.  161.  for  the  following 
corrections  and  observations  on  the  account,  which  I have  given- 
above,  of  the  attack  of  AchL  “ Our  lofs,  that  day  (the  19th 
*•  February)  was  thirty-four  killed  and  wounded,  nmongft  whom 
“ were  fix  Englilh  officers,  and  ten  Frenchmen.  Lieutenant 
“ lajrd  Aylmer  was  wounded  in  the  thigh,  while  advancing  ia= 
“ Mtijor  Spencer’s  divifion  to  the  attack,” 
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■even  by  the  enemy,  that  they  fought  bravely,  chap. 
They  were  defeated,  not  difmayed,  by  circuxn-  x. 
fiances  which  probably  they  did  not  forefee,  and  ^ v J 
againft  which  human  prudence  could  not  pro-  179 r- 

vide. 

This  a all  cling  lofs  was  but  ill  ccmpcnfated,  by 
the  very  diftinguifhed  honour  which  was  loon  af- 
terwards acquired  by  the  few  Britifh  troops  that 
had  been  left  in  poflefllon  of  Cape  Tiburon,  under 
•the  command  of  Captain  Harlyman,  of  the  13th 
regiment,  who  were  attacked  on  the  1 6th  of  April, 
by  an  army  of  brigands,  amounting  to  upwards  of 
two  thoufand.  The  enemy’s  force  was  led  on  by 
Andrew  Rigaud,  a man  of  colour,  who  command- 
ed at  Les  Cayes,  and  was  compofed  of  revolted  ne- 
groes, and  defperadoes  of  all  descriptions,  rapaci- 
ous after  plunder,  and  thirfting  for  blood.  This 
lavage  horde  Surrounded  the  fort  about  three  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  It  was  defended  with  much  Spirit 
until  a quarter  before  nine,  when  the  belieged, 
quitting  the  fort,  aflailed  the  affailants,  and  routed 
the  befiegers  with  great  daughter,  one  hundred  and 
Seventy  of  their  number  being  left  dead  on  the  field  j 
but  when  it  was  difeovered  that  no  lefs  than  twen- 
ty-eight of  our  gallant  Soldiers  had  loft  their  lives, 

.and  that  one  hundred  and  nine  others  were  Severely 
wounded  in  this  bloody  conteft,  the  fhouts  of  tri- 
umph were  lupprelfed  by  gloomy  reflections  on  the 
forlorn  condition  of  the  army,  it  being  mournfully 
evident  that  a few  more  fuch  victories  would  anni- 
hilate the  victors ! 

The  defence  of  Fort  L’Acul,  early  in  the  fame 
M 3 months 
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month,  is  alfo  deferving  particular  notice.  Cap- 
tain Napier  bad  the  command  ; and  he  was  ably 
fupported  by  Lieutenant  Bambridge,  of  the  artil- 
lery, and  Lieutenant  M‘Kellan,  of  the  royals.  The 
latter  was  ftationed  in  the  adjoining  block-houfe. 

The  enemy,  on  this  occalion,  conducted  their 
operations  with  fuch  fecrecy  and  concert,  that  it 
was  fuppofed  they  muft  have  lain  concealed,  a con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  night,  in  the  ditch ; as  the 
firft  notice  the  garrifon  had  of  their  approach,  was 
from  a loud  yell  which  they  uttered  in  endeavour- 
ing to  enter  the  embrafures. 

The  firing  of  our  morning  gun  was  their  fignal 
of  attack  j but  they  feem  not  to  have  been  apprized 
that  previous  thereto,  by  a full  hour,  it  was  the 
conftant  pradtice  of  the  Britilh  officers  to  have  their 
men  at  the  out-pofts  under  arms. 

Being  twice  repulled  from  the  fort  and  block- 
houfe,  the  enemy  rallied,  and  made  a third  at- 
tempt ; an  inftance  of  perfevering  bravery  unob- 
ferved  until  that  time  in  their  warfare-  They  were, 
however,  finally  driven  off ; and  were  afterwards 
purfued  with  great  flaughter  by  a party  of  French 
royal ifts,  under  the  command  of  the  Baron  de  Mon- 
talembert,  who  had  juft  arrived  from  Leogane. 

The  whole  of  the  Britilh  force  at  this  time  in  all 
parts  of  St.  Domingo,  did  not,  I believe,  amount 
to  nine  hundred  effective  men,  a number  by  no 
means  fufficient  to  garrifon  the  places  in  ourpoflet- 
fion ; arid  the  rapid  diminution  which  prevailed 
among  them,  could  not  fail  to  attract  obfervation 
among  all  glaffes  of  the  French  inhabitants  5 to 
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difpirit  our  allies,  and  encourage  our  enemies,  c h a ?. 
Such  of  the  planters  as  had  hitherto  flood  aloof,  x. 
now  began  to  declare  themfelves  hoflile;  and  de- 
fertions  were  frequent  from  moil  of  the  parifhes 
that  had  furrendered.  At  Jean  Rabell,  a place 
which,  a few  months  before,  had  voluntarily  de- 
clared for  the  Britifh  government,  the  garrifon, 
confiding  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  our  fuppofed 
allies,  role  on  their  officers,  and  compelled  them 
to  deliver  up  the  poll  to  Lavaux,  the  French  gene- 
ral, and  it  was  greatly  apprehended  that,  unlefs  a 
very  powerful  reinforcement  fliould  fpeedily  arrive 
to  flrengthen  the  Britifh  army,  many  other  places 
would  follow  their  example. 

Eight  months  had  now  elapfed  fince  the  fur- 
render  of  Jeremie,  and  in  all  that  interval,  not  a 
foldier  had  arrived  from  Great  Britain ; and  the 
want  of  camp  equipage,  provifions,  and  necefiaries, 
was  grievoully  felt.  The  army  feemed  devoted  to 
inevitable  deflrudtion,  and  difappointment  and  dil- 
may  were  flrongiy  marked  in  the  countenance  of 
every  man.  At  length,  however,  on  the  19th  of  May  1794^ 
May,  when  expectation  was  nearly  loll  in  defpair, 
it  was  announced  that  his  Majefty’s  fhips  the  Belli- 
queux  and  the  Irrefiflible,  with  the  Fly  (loop,  had 
call  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Cape  St.  Nicholas, 
having  a fleet  of  tranfports  under  their  convoy,  with 
the  battalion  companies  on  board  of  the  2id,  23d, 
and  41ft  regiments  of  infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  Whyte.  This  event, 
as  may  well  be  imagined,  afforded  infinite  relief 
and  fatisfadtion  to  the  harafied  and  worn-out  troops 
M 4 on 
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on  fhore ; and  their  animation  on  this  occahon  was 
heightened  by  the  confident  hope  and  expectation 
that  Port  au  Prince  would  be  the  objeCt  of  an  im- 
mediate attack.  It  was  known  that  its  harbour  was 
crowded  with  fhips,  moft  of  which  were  fuppofed  to 
be  laden  with  the  richeft  productions  of  the  colony ; 
and  although  the  regiments  newly  arrived  did  not 
exceed  fixteen  hundred  men  in  the  whole  (of  whom 
two  hundred  and  fifty  were  fick  and  con valefcent) 
the  deficiency  of  numbers  wras  no  longer  the  fubjeCt 
of  complaint.  Every  one  anticipated  to  himfelf 
the  poffeffion  of  great  wealth  from  the  capture  i 
and  juftly  concluded  that  his  fhare  of  the  prize 
money  would  augment  or  diminifh  in  an  inverfe 
proportion  to  the  number  of  captors. 

The  belief  that  Port  au  Prince  would  be  the 
firft  objeCt  of  attack,  was  well  founded ; and  the 
road  of  Arcahaye  was  fixed  on  as  a place  of  rendez- 
vous for  the  men  of  war  and  tranfports.  Accord- 
ingly, General  Whyte,  having  landed  his  lick  at 
Cape  St.  Nicholas,  and  taken  one  hundred  and  fifty 
of  the  garrifon  in  their  room,  proceeded  on  the  23d  to 
the  place  appointed,  to  concert  mealures  with  Com- 
modore Ford,  and  receive  on  board  fuch  of  the  co- 
lonial troops  as  were  to  co-operate  with  the  Britifh 
in  this  enterprize.  On  the  30th  the  fquadron  failed 
from  Arcahaye,  and  call  anchor  off  Port  au  Prince 
on  the  evening  of  the  fame  day.  It  was  compofed 
of  four  lliips  of  the  line,  the  Europa,  the  Belli- 
queux,  the  Trrefifbible,  and  the  Sceptre,  three  fri- 
gates, and  four  or  five  fimaller  vcfiels ; the  whole 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Commodore 
* Ford  j 
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jpord  ; and  the  land  forces,  under  the  orders  of  Ge- 
neral Whyte,  confided  of  1,465  rank  and  file  fit 
for  duty. 

The  whole  force  being  thus  collided,  and  the 
peceflary  preparations  made,  a flag  was  fent,  early 
the  next  morning,  to  demand  the  furrender  of  the 
place ; but  the  officer  charged  with  the  difpatch, 
was  informed  that  no  flag  would  be  admitted,  and 
the  letter  was  returned  unopened.  It  was  now  de- 
termined to  commence  operations  by  the  cannon- 
ade of  Fort  Bizotton,  a fortrefs  fituated  on  a com- 
manding eminence,  well  adapted  to  guard  the  ap- 
proach to  the  harbour,  and  defended  by  five  hun- 
dred men,  eight  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  and  two 
mortars.  Two  line  of  battle  fhips  were  ordered  to 
attack  the  fea-front,  and  a frigate  was  ftationed 
clofe  to  the  fhore,  to  flank  a ravine  to  the  eaftward. 
From  thefe  veflels  a brifk  and  well-diredted  fire  was 
maintained  for  feveral  hours  but  no  great  impref- 
fion  appearing  to  be  made,  Major  Spencer,  with 
three  hundred  Britifh,  and  about  five  hundred  of  the 
polonial  troops,  was  put  on  fhore  in  the  evening, 
within  a mile  of  the  fort,  with  orders  to  commence 
an  attack  on  the  fide  towards  the  land.  On  their 
arrival  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  fcene  of  adfion, 
about  eight  o’clock  at  night,  a moft  tremendous 
thunder-ftorm  arofe,  accompanied  with  a deluge  of 
rain,  of  which,  as  it  overpowered  the  found  of 
their  approach,  the  advanced  guard,  commanded 
by  Captain  Daniel,  of  the  41ft,  determined  to  take 
advantage.  Thefe  brave  men,  fixty  only  in  num- 
ber, accordingly  rulhed  forward,  and  finding  a 
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chap,  breach  in  the  walls,  entered  with  fixed  bayonets, 
and  became  inftantly  mailers  of  the  fortrefs ; the 
befieged  every  where  throwing  down  their  arms, 
and  calling  for  mercy.  So  rapid  were  the  move- 
ments of  this  gallant  band,  and  fo  unexpe&ed  was 
their  fuccefs,  that  Major  Spencer,  the  commander, 
had  his  fears  for  the  fafety  of  the  whole  party,  of 
whofe  fituation  he  was  unapprized  for  fome  hours. 
I grieve  to  add,  that  Captain  Daniel,  who  fo  gal- 
lantly led  the  advanced  guard  on  this  occafion,  re- 
ceived a fevere  wound  in  the  attack,  while  his 
brave  alfociate,  Captain  Wallace,  the  fecond  in 
command,  was  moft  unfortunately  killed  on  the 
glacis. 

The  poffeffion  of  Fort  Bizotton  determined  the 
fate  of  the  capital,  which  was  evacuated  by  the 
enemy  on  the  4th  of  June;  and' the  Britifn  com- 
manders were  fo  fortunate  as  to  preferve,  not  only 
the  town  itfelf,  but  alfo  the  (hipping  in  the  har- 
bour, from  conflagration,  although  the  republican 
commiflioners  had  given  orders  and  made  prepara- 
tions for  fetting  fire  to  both.  The  commiflioners 
themfelves,  with  many  of  their  adherents,  among 
whom  was  the  Mulatto  Montbrun,  commandant 
of  their  troops,  made  their  efcape  over  the  moun- 
tains to  Jacmel,  carrying  with  them,  it  is  faid,  mo- 
ney and  effedls  to  a great  amount. 

Thus  was  achieved  the  conquefl  of  Port  au 
Prince;  an  event  which  has  proved  not  Jefs  profit- 
able than  honourable  to  fuch  of  the  officers  and 
foldiers  by  whom  it  was  effected,  as  have  lived  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  victory ; for  there  were  cap- 
tured 
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lured  in  the  harbour,  two-and-twenty  top-fail  vef-  chap. 
fels,  fully  laden  with  fugar,  indigo,  and  coffee,  of  x. 
which  thirteen  were  from  three  to  five  hundred 
tons  burthen,  and  the  remaining  nine,  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  tons;  betides 
feven  thoufand  tons  of  fhipping  in  ballad:;  the  va- 
lue of  all  which,  at  a moderate  computation,  could 
not  be  far  fliort  of  £.  400,000  fieri ing*. 

* Three  days  after  the  furrender  of  Port  au  Prince,  the  enemy 
made  a fecond  attempt  on  the  Britifn  poll  at  Tiburon ; at  that 
time  under  the  command  of  Captain  (now  Lieutenant  Colonel) 

Bradfhaw.  This  attack  took  place  on  the  7th  of  June;  but  the 
affailants  were  prevented  bringing  their  artillery  to  bear  on  the 
fort,  by  a heavy  and  well-diredted  fire  from  the  Succefs  Frigate, 

(Captain  Roberts,)  Rationed  off  the  point,  clofe  to  which  the  can- 
non muff  have  been  conveyed  ; about  midnight,  therefore  the 
enemy,  from  the  covert  of  an  adjoining  wood,  began  a general 
difcharge  of  fmall  arms,  and  continued  to  fire  very  vigoroufly 
for  feveral  hours,  but  with  little  execution  ; the  fort  having  been 
made  proof  againft  mufquetry,  During  this  attack,  as  the  great 
guns  of  the  fort  could  not  be  pointed  towards  the  enemy  with 
any  certainty  of  effedf,  Captain  Bradfnaw  diredted  his  men  to 
remain  quiet.  By  this  judicious  condudt  the  enemy  were  com- 
pletely deceived ; for  interpreting  the  filence  and  inactivity  of 
the  garrifon  to  proceed  from  the  effects  of  terror  and  the  lof>  of 
men,  they  were  encouraged,  about  fix  in  the  morning,  to  at- 
tempt, in  full  force,  to  ftorm.  The  confequences  were  fatal  to 
them:  Captain  Bradfhaw  allowed  them  to  approach  within 

a fmall  diftance  of  the  walls,  when  he  opened  fo  tremendous  a 
fire,  both  from  artillery  and  fmall  arms,  as  inftantly  laid  nearly 
one  half  of  their  number  breathlefs,  and  compelled  the  remain- 
der to  retreat  in  the  utmoft  confufion.  A fortie  being,  at  the 
fame  time,  made  from  the  garrifon,  a great  many  were  killed  in 
the  purfuit,  and  their  difcomfiture  was  decifive. 

(eg3  The  circumffances  here  related  were  unfortunately 
omitted  in  the  firft  edition  of  the  Jiifforical  Survey  of  St, 

Domingo. 
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Sicknefs  among  the  Troops,  and  the  caufes  thereof, — • 
Reinforcement.  — Dreadful  Mortality.  — General 
Whyte  is  fucceeded  hy  Brigadier  General  Horneck. — ■ 
Leogane  taken  by  the  Rebels.  — Temporary  Succeffes 
of  Lieutenant  - Colonel  Brifbane  at  Artibonite. — Re- 
volt of  the  Mulattoes  at  St.  Marc. — Attack  of  Fort 
Bizotton. — Preparations  by  Rigaud  for  another 
Attempt  on  Tiburon. — The  Pojl  attacked  on  Chrifl - 
mas  Day , and  carried. — Gallant  Defence  and  efcape 
of  the  Garrifon , and  melancholy  Fate  of  Lieutenant. 
Bafkerville.  — Lieutenant-Colonels  Brifbane  and 
Markham  killed. — Obfervations  and  Strictures  on 
the  Conduct  of  the  W ar. 

chap.  From  the  fuccefs  which  attended  the  Britifli  arms 
xi.  in  the  conqueft  of  Port  au  Prince,  it  might  have 
w'"'v  1 been  hoped  that  we  were  now  to  enter  on  the  furvey 

of  brighter  profpe&s  than  thofe  which  have  hitherto 
prefented  thertifelves  to  our  contemplation  ; but  a 
melancholy  reverfe  of  fortune  was  foon  to  await  the 
conquerors ; for,  immediately  after  poifeffion  was 
taken  of  the  town,  the  fame  dreadful  fcourge — dif- 
eafe,  exafperated  to  contagion,  which  had  been  fo 
fatally  prevalent  among  our  troops,  in  the  preced- 
ing autumn,  renewed  its  deftructive  progrefs  \ and, 
on  this  occafion,  it  is  not  difficult  to  trace  the  prox- 
imate caufes  of  fo  terrible  a calamity.  The  fitua- 
tion  of  the  town  of  Port  au  Prince  has  already  been 

noticed. 
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noticed.  Unhealthy  in  itfelf,  it  is  furrounded  by  chap. 
fortified  heights,  which  command  both  the  lines  xi. 
and  the  harbour ; and  thefe  heights  are  again  com-  ’ — "v  J 
manded  by  others.  Here,  the  enemy,  on  their  re- 
treat from  the  town,  made  their  ftand,  in  the  well- 
founded  confidence  of  receiving  regular  fupplies  of 
men,  ammunition,  and  necefiaries  from  Les  Cayes, 
a fea-port  on  the  fouthern  coalt,  diftant  only  from 
Fort  au  Prince,  by  a very  eafy  road,  about  forty  miles 
(a).  No  part  of  St.  Domingo  pofleffes  a more  read)/ 
communication  with  the  French  Hands  to  wind- 
ward or  with  the  Fates  of  America,  than  the  port  lafii 
mentioned  ; and  from  bofrh  thofe  fources,  reinforce- 
ments were  actually  received,  and  conftantly  poured 
into  the  enemy’s  camp.  On  this  account  the  Britifh 
commanders  found  it  indifpenfably  neceffary  to 
flrengthen  the  lines,  and  raife  additional  intrench- 
ments  and  works  on  that  fide  of  the  towm  which 
fronts  the  mountains.  Thusa^moft  fevere  andunufual 
burthen  was  impofed  on  the  foldiers.  They  were 
compelled,  with  but  little  intermiffion,  to  dig  the 
ground  in  the  day,  and  to  perform  military  duty  in 
the  night ; expofed,  in  the  one  cafe,  to  the  burning- 

rays 

(a)  The  habour  of  Les  Cayes  was  guarded  by  two  final! 
forts,  each  of  which  was  furnifhed  with  only  fix  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  a finaller  battery,  which  mounted  only  five  pieces. 

The  number  of  white  inhabitants  belonging  to  the  town  were 
computed  at  eight  hundred  ; but  the  people  of  colour  had  taken 
pofieflion  of  it  in  the  latter  end  of  1792,  and  Andrew  Rigaud,  a 
Mulatto,  was  made  commander  in  chief  and  governor-general 
of  the  fouth  fide  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo.  His  power 
was  abfolute,  and  his  brother,  of  the  fame  caff,  was  appointed 
next  in  command.  Thefe  men  were  inveffed  with  this  authority 
by  the  two  commiffioners,  Polverel  and  Santhonax. 
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p,  rays  of  the  fun;  in  the  other,  to  the  noxious  dews 
and  heavy  rains  of  the  climate.  Such  extraordinary 
and  excefiive  labour  impofed  on  men,  moft  of  whom 
had  been  actually  confined  fix  months  on  fhip- 
board,  without  frefh  provifions  or  exercife,  co- 
operating with  the  malignancy  of  the  air,  produced 
its  natural  confequences.  They  dropt  like  the  leaves 
in  autumn,  until  at  length  the  garrifon  became  fo 
diminifhed  and  enfeebled,  that  deficiencies  of  the 
guards  were  oftentimes  made  up  from  convalef- 
cents,  who  were  fcarcely  able  to  Land  under  their 
arms  (b) . 

It  is  true,  that  a reinforcement  came  from  the 
Windward  Ifiands,  foon  after  the  furrender  of  the 
town  ; — but,  by  a mournful  fatality,  this  apparent 
augmentation  of  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon,  con- 
tributed in  an  eminent  degree  to  the  rapid  encreafe 
and  aggravation  of  its  miferies.  On  the  8th  of  June, 
eight  flank  companies  belonging  to  the  2 2d,  23d, 
35th,  and  41ft  regiments,  arrived  at  Port  au  Prince,- 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lenox. 
They  confided,  on  their  embarkation,  of  about 
feventy  men  each,  but  the  aggregate  number,  when- 
landed,  was  not  quite  three  hundred.  The  four 
grenadier  companies,  in  particular,  were  nearly  an- 
nihilated . The  frigate  in  which  they  were  conveyed,- 
became  a Jioufe  of  peftilence.  Upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred of  their  number  were  buried  in  the  deep,  in 
the  fhort  pafihge  between  Guadaloupe  and  Jamaica, 

and 

(i)  It  was  fortunate  for  the  Britifh  army,  that  the  French 
troops  fuffered  by  ficknefs  almott  as  much  as  our  own  : Port 
au  Prince  would  otherwife  have  been  but  a (horttime  in  our  pof- 
feflion. 
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S.nd  one  hundred  and  fifty  more  were  left  In  a dying 
ftate  at  Port  Royal.  The  wretched  remains  of  the 
whole  detachment  dilcovered,  on  their  landing  at 
Port  au  Prince,  that  they  came — not  to  participate 
in  the  glories  of  conqueft,  but — to  perifli  them- 
felves  within  the  walls  of  an  hofpital ! So  rapid  was 
the  mortality  in  the  Britifh  army,  after  their  arrival, 
that  no  lefs  than  forty  officers  and  upwards  of  fix 
hundred  rank  and  file  met  an  untimely  death,  with- 
out a conteft  with  any  other  enemy  than  ficknefs,  in 
the  fiiort  fpace  of  two  months  after  the  furrender  of 
the  town  ! 

General  Whyte,  his  health  much  impaired, 
and  hopelefs,  it  may  be  prefumed,  of  further  tri- 
umphs with  an  army  thus  reduced  and  debilitated, 
now  folicited  and  obtained  permiffion  to  return  to 
Europe.  He  was  fucceeded  in  the  chief  command 
by  Brigadier-General  Horneck,  who  arrived  from 
Jamaica  about  the  middle  of  September  ; and  if  the 
requifite  qualifications  for  fuch  a ftation — firmnefs 
without  arrogance,  and  conciliating  manners  with- 
out weaknefs,  could  always  enfure  fuccefs  to  the 
pofieflor,  General  Horneck  would  have  brought 
good  fortune  with  him.  But  the  difficulties  which 
the  former  commander  w'ould  have  had  to  encoun- 
ter, had  he  remained  in  his  ftation,  devolved  with 
aggravated  weight  on  his  fucceflor.  The  only  re- 
inforcement which  followed  General  Plorneck,  con- 
fided of  fity  men  from  Jamaica.  Whatever  troops 
were  promifed  or  expected  from  Great  Britain,  none 
arrived,  until  the  expiration  of  feven  months  after 
General  Horneck  had  taken  the  command.  In- 

ftead. 
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chap,  ftead,  therefore,  of  attempting  new  achievements,  hs 
xi.  was  compelled,  by  irrefiftible  neceflity,  to  acft  chiefly 
on  the  defenfive.  The  rebel  Mulattoes,  under 
Rigaud,  even  became  mafters  of  Leogane,  and  fa- 
tiated  their  vengeance  by  putting  to  death  all  fuch 
of  the  French  planters,  our  allies,  as  unfortunately 
fell  into  their  power. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  judicious  exertions  and 
rapid  fucceftes  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Brifbane  on 
the  plain  of  Artibonite,  had  been  for  fome  time  the 
fubject  of  much  applaufe,  and  had  given  birth  to 
great  expectation.  The  French  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  St.  Marc,  had  been  all 
along  more  heartily  difpofed  to  co-operate  with  the 
Englifh,  than  any  of  their  countrymen.  Colonel 
Brifbane  had  not  above  fourlcore  Britifh  under  his 
command.  The  reft  of  his  little  army  was  compofed 
of  the  remains  of  Dillon’s  regiment,  the  St.  Marc’s  le- 
gion, the  militia  of  the  neighbouring  parifhes,  and 
a body  of  about  three  hundred  reluftant  Spaniards 
from  Verette ; the  whole  not  exceeding  twelve 
hundred  men  in  arms.  With  this  force,  properly 
diftributed,  he  had  routed  the  republican  troops 
and  rebel  negroes  in  every  quarter;  and  even  brought 
the  negro  chiefs  to  folicit  permiiiion  to  capitulate. 
Eight  or  ten  thoufand  of  thefe  deluded  wretches, 
had  actually  fubmitted  unconditionally,  and  many 
returned,  of  their  own  accord,  to  the  plantations  of 
their  mafters.  But  thefe  promifing  appearances 
were  of  flrort  continuance.  While  Colonel  Brifbane 
was  following  up  his  iuccefies  in  a diftant  part  of 
Artibonite,  the  men  of  colour  in  the  town  of  St. 

Marc, 
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Marc,  finding  the  town  itfelf  without  troops,  had  c h a p. 
violated  their  promifes  of  neutrality,  and  on  the  xi. 
6th  of  September,  taken  up  arms  on  the  part  of 
the  republick;  putting  to  death  every  man  that 
fell  in  their  way,  whom  they  confidered  as  an  ene- 
my to  the  French  commiffioners. — The  garrifon, 
confifting  of  about  forty  Britifh  convalefcents,  threw 
themfelves  into  a fmall  fort  on  the  fea-fhore,  wliich 
they  gallantly  defended  for  two  days,  when  a frigate 
came  to  their  relief  from  the  Mole  of  Cape  St.  Ni- 
cholas, and  took  them  off. — The  triumph  of  the 
Mulattoes,  however,  was  tranfient.  Colonel  Brif- 
bane  returning  in  force,  attacked  them  on  the  fide 
of  the  land,  and  recovered  the  town ; making  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  of  the  infurgents  prifoners, 
and  driving  the  reft  over  the  Artibonite  river;  but 
the  advantages  which  he  had  obtained  on  the  plain, 
were  loft  in  the  interim.  The  negro  chiefs  no  longer 
offered  to  capitulate,  but  appeared  in  greater  force 
than  even  Being  joined  by  the  fugitive  Mulattoes, 
they  foon  repaired  the  river  ; and  having  procured 
in  the  mean  time,  plenty  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
they  threatened  fo  formidable  an  attack  on  the  town 
of  St.  Marc,  early  in  Odfober,  as  to  excite  the  mod 
ierious  apprehenfions  for  its  fafety. 

Such  was  the  ftuation  of  affairs,  in  the  weftern 
parts  of  St.  Domingo,  about  the  period  of  General 
Horneck’s  arrival.  The  northern  province  (the 
Mole  St.  Nicholas  and  the  town  of  Fort  Dauphin 
excepteclj  was  entirely  in  poffeffon  of  the  rebel  ne- 
groes; and  unhappily,  in  all  other  parts  of  the  co- 
lony, the  weaknefs  of  the  Britifh  was  fo  apparent, 
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as  not  only  to  invite  attacks  from  the  enemy,  bn* 
alfo  to  encoursge  revolt  and  confpiracy  in  the  polls 
in  our  pofieflion  (c).  Rigaud,  who  commanded 
in  the  fouth,  now  determined  to  make  a bold  effort 
for  the  recovery  of  Fort  Bizotton.  The  fort  was 
attacked  early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  De- 
cember, by  three  columns  of  the  enemy,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  about  two  thouland  men  ; but 
they  were  defeated  with  great  daughter  on  their 
part,  and  with  little  lofs  on  ours.  Captain  Grant, 
however,  and  both  his  lieutenants,  Clunes  and  Ha- 
milton, were  feverely  wounded  early  in  the  attack  ; 
yet  they  continued  their  efforts,  and  nobly  fucceed- 
ed  ; and  General  Williamfon  bore  teftimony  to  their 
e,ood  condudt  and  valour. 

Baffled  in  this  attack,  Rigaud  refolved  to  make 
another,  and  a more  formidable  attempt,  for  the 
recovery  of  Tiburon.  His  intentions  were  known 
and  his  project  might  have  been  defeated,  if  any  one 
Englifh  fhip  of  war  could  have  been  fpared  to  watch 
his  motions  off  the  harbour  of  Les  Caves  where  Ri- 
gaud 

(r)  Colonel  Brifbane  had  fcarcely  driven  the  Mulattoes  from 
St.  Marc,  and  reflored  order  and  tranquillity  in  the  town,  be- 
fore a dark  confpiracy  teas  agitated  among  fome  of  the  French 
inhabitants,  under  the  Britifh  protection,  to  cut  him  off;  but  it 
was  happily  difeovered  and  defeated  before  it  broke  out  intoaclion. 
This  happened  the  beginning  of  January  1 795  ; and  a ftill  more 
daring  and  dangerous  plot  was  carried  on,  a month  afterwards,  in 
Port  au  Prince,  to  feize  on  the  garrifon,  and  put  all  the  Englifh 
to  deatli.  This  confpiracy  alfo  was  fortunately  difeovered,  and 
twenty  of  the  confpirators  being  brought  to  trial  before  a council 
of  war,  compofed  of  the  principal  commanders  by  fea  and  land 
(among  whom  were  five  French  field  officers)  they  were  all  ad- 
judged to  futfer  death,  and  fifteen  of  them  were  accordingly  fnot 
on  the  1 8th  of  February. 
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gaud  commanded,  and  from  whence  he  conveyed  chap. 
his  artillery,  ammunition,  and  provifions.  He  pro-  XI* 
ceeded,  however,  without  interruption,  in  his  pre- 
parations  for  the  attack ; and  his  armament  failed 
from  Les  Cayes  on  the  23d  of  December.  His 
naval  force  confided  of  one  brig  of  fixteen  guns, 
and  three  fchooners  of  fourteen  guns  each,  and  he 
had  collected  a body  of  three  thoufand  men,  of 
all  colours  and  defcriptions,  eight  hundred  of  which 
were  troops  of  the  line.  The  attack  commenced 
on  Chriftmas-dayi  The  harbour  was  defended 
with  infinite  fpirit,  by  the  fioop  King  Gray,  until 
a red  hot  (hot  from  the  enemy  took  her  magazine, 
and  caufed  her  to  blow  up.  The  garrifon,  confid- 
ing of  only  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  made  a vi- 
gorous defence  for  four  days,  w'hen,  having  loll  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  of  their  number,  and  find- 
ing the  pod  no  longer  tenable,  the  lurvivors,  with 
unexampled  bravery,  fought  their  way  for  five  miles 
through  the  enemy,  and  got  fafe  to  Irois.  On 
this  occafion,  the  Britidi  acknowledged  themfelves 
much  indebted  to  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
of  Monfieur  de  Sevre,  commandant  ol  the  French 
troops.  M.  du  Plefiis,  the  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and 
two  other  officers  of  the  fouth  legion  were  killed  in 
the  fort.  The  lofs  of  du  Pleffis  was  greatly  felt  and 
lamented.  Lieutenant  Baikervilie  was  the  only  Rri- 
tilh  officer  who,  byfome  unfortunate  circumdance, 
was  unable  to  join  his  companions  in  their  retreat ; 
and  this  high-fpirited  young  man,  with  a refolu- 
tion  which,  though  a Chridian  mud  condemn  it, 
a Roman  would  have  approved,  to  defeat  the  triumph 
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chap,  of  his  favage  enemy,  who  would  probably  have 
XI-  made  him  fuffer  a fhameful  death,  put  a period  to 
¥ ^ his  own  exifcence,  as  Rigaud  entered  the  fort. 

With  this  difaftrous  occurrence  terminated  the 
year  i 794,  (d)  and  here  I (hall  clofe  my  account  of 
the  military  tranfacfions  of  the  Britifh  army  in  St. 
Domingo ; for,  although  hoftilities  are  flill  continued 
in  this  ill-fated  country,  it  is,  I think,  fufficiently ap- 
parent, that  all  hopes  and  expectations  of  ultimate 
fuccefs  are  vanifhed  for  ever  ! The  hiftorian  wdio 
(hall  recount  the  events  of  1 795,  will  have  to  lament 
the  mournful  and  untimely  deaths  of  many  brave 
and  excellent  young  men  who  perifhed  in  this  fruit- 
lefs  contefl.  Among  the  foremoft  of  thefe  was 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Thomas  Brifbane,  of  whom  ho- 
nourable notice  is  taken  in  the  foregoing  pages,  and 
whofe  gallantry  and  good  conduCt  were  not  more 
the  lubjeCt  of  univerlal  admiration,  than  his  untime- 
ly fate  of  univerfal  regret.  He  was  killed  on  a re- 
connoitring "party  in  February.  By  his  death,  his 
country  was  deprived,  at  a moft  critical  juncture,  of 
an  able,  indefatigable,  and  intelligent  officer,  who 
had  gained  the  affeCtions  of  moil  of  the  various  de- 
fcriptions  of  people  under  his  Command  by  hiskind- 
nefs,  and  the  confidence  of  all  by  his  courage  (e). 

26  March,  The  fame  fate,  a month  afterwards,  awaited  Lieu- 
3 5-  tenant-Colonel  Markham, who  perifhed  in  attacking 

an 

(d)  Major  General  WilUamfon,  the  latter  end  of  the  year, 
was  appointed  Governor  General  of  St.  Domingo.  He  ar- 
rived at  Port  au  Prince  in  May  1795. 

(c)  He  was  a captain  in  the  4.9th  regiment,  and  lieutenant  co- 
lonel of  the  colonial  corps  called  the  St.  Marc’s  Legion. 
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an  out-pod  of  the  enemy’s  forces  which  were,  at  that 
time,  laying  liege  to  Fort  Bizotton.  He  fell  as  the 
detachment  was  rapidly  advancing  to  the  charge. 
His  furvivor  in  command  (the  hon.  Captain  CoF 
ville)  proceeded  however  with  equal  animation  : the 
out-pod  was  carried;  the  colours  of  the  enemy,  and 
five  pieces  of  their  cannon,  were  taken,  and  fome 
hundreds  of  their  number  dain  on  the  fpot ; but 
the  victory  was  dearly  obtained  by  the  lofs  of  fo  en- 
terprizing  and  accomplilhed  a leader.  Yet  it  affords 
l'ome  coniolation  to  refiedt,  that  thefe  brave  young 
men,  though  cut  off  in  the  bloom  of  life,  fell  in  the 
field  of  glory,  nobly  exerting  themfelves  in  the 
caufe  of  their  country,  and  dying  amidd  the  blefs- 
ings  andapplaufes  of  their  compatriots.  Alas,  how 
many  of  their  youthful  affociates,  in  this  unhappy- 
war,  might  have  envied  them  fo  glorious  an  exit  ! 
What  numbers  have  perilhed — not  in  the  field  of 
honour — but  on  the  bed  of  ficknefs  ! — not  amidd 
the  diouts  of  vidtory — but  the  groans  of  defpair  1 
— condemned  to  linger  in  the  horrors  of  pedilence  x 
to  fall  without  a confiidt,  and  to  die  without  re- 
nown ! (f) 

These 

(f)  The  difeaie  of  which  fo  many  gallant  men  have  perilhed, 
is  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  yellow  fever.  Two 
writers  of  great  ability  (Dr.  Fufh  of  Philadelphia,  and  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Mofeley  of  Pall  Mall,  London)  have  treated  fully  of  this 
dreadful  calamity.  The  picture  which  the  latter  has  given  of 
an  unhappy  patient  of  his  in  the  Weft  Indies,  a young  officer  of 
great  merit,  in  the  laft  ftage  of  this  difeafe,  after  four  days  jllnefs, 
is  drawn  by  the  hand  of  a mafter.  “ I arrived  at  the  lodginga, 
©( this  much  efteemed  young  man  (fays  the  doftor)  about  four 
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These  reflections,  and  the  obfervations  which 
I have  made  in  the  preceding  pages,  on  the  infuffi- 
ciency  of  the  means  to  the  objedts  in  view,  are  not 
written  in  the  fpirit  of  accufation  againft  men  in 
authority  ; nor  (if  I know  myfelf)  is  there  any  bias 
of  party  zeal  on  my  judgment.  I am  far  from  af- 
ferting,  that  the  fltuation  and  refources  of  Great 
Britain  were  fuch  as  to  afford  a greater  body  of 
troops  for  fervice  in  St.  Domingo,  at  the  proper 
moment,  than  the  number  that  was  actually  fent 
thither.  I prefume  not  to  intrude" into  the  national 
councils,  and  am  well  apprized  that  exifting  al- 
liances and  pre-engagements  of  the.  (late,  were  ob- 
jects of  important  confideration  to  his  Majefty’s. 
minifters.  Neither  can  I affirm,  that  the  delays 
and  obftrudtions,  which  prevented  the  arrival  at  the 
fcene  of  action  of  feme  of  the  detachments,  until 
the  return  of  the  fickly  feafon,  were  avoidable.  A 
thoufand  accidents  and  cafualties  continually  fub- 
vert  and  overthrow  the  belt  laid  fchemes  of  human 
contrivance.  We  have  feen  conflderable  fleets  de- 
tained by  adverfe  winds,  in  the  ports  of  Great  Bri- 
tain for  many  lucceffive  months,  and  powerful 
armaments  have  been  driven  back  by  ftorms  and 

tempefis, 

hours  before  his  death.  When  I entered  the  room,  he  was  vo- 
miting a black  muddy  cruor,  and  was  bleeding  at  the  nofe. 
A bloody  ichor  was  oozing  from  the  corners  of  his  eyes, 
and  from  his  mouth  and  gums,  His  face  was  befmeared  with 
blood,  and,  with  the  dulnefs  of  his  eyes,  it  prefented  a rood 
diftrefling  contrail:  to  his  natural  vifnge.  His  abdomen  was 
fwelled,  and  inflated  prodigioufly.  Kis  body  was  all  over  of  a 
deep  yellow,  Interfperfed  with  livid  foots.  His  hands  and  feet 
were  of  a livid  hue.  Every  part  of  him  was  cold  excepting 
8 about 
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tempefts,  after  many  unavailing  attempts  to  reach  c h a p. 
the  place  of  their  deftination.  Thus  much  l owe  xi. 
to  candour;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  I owe  it  alfo 
to  truth,  to  avow  my  opinion,  that  in  cafe  no  greater 
force  could  have  been  fpared  for  the  enterprize 
againft  St.  Domingo,  the  enterprize  itfelf  ought 
not  to  have  been  undertaken.  The  object  of  the 
Britifh  minifters  was  avowedly  to  obtain  pofleflion 
of  the  whole  of  the  French  part  of  the  country. 

That  they  placed  great  dependance  on  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  French  inhabitants,  and  were  grolsly 
deceived  in  this  expectation,  1 believe  and  ad- 
mit ; but  they  ought  furely  to  have  forefeen,  that 
a very  formidable  oppofition  was  to  be  expeCted 
from  the  partizans  and  troops  of  the  republican 
government ; and  they  ought  alfo  to  have  known, 
that  no  confiderable  body  of  the  French  planters 
could  be  expeCted  to  rifle  their  lives  and  fortunes 
in  the  common  caufe,  but  in  full  confidence  ot 
protection  and  fupport.  In  my  own  judgment, 
all  the  force  which  Great  Britain  could  have  fent 
thither,  would  not  have  been  fufficient  for  the 
complete  fubjugation.  of  the  colony.  Tt  is  af- 
ierted  by  competent  judges,  that  no  lefs  than 

fix 

about  his  heart.  He  had  a deep  ftrong  hiccup,  but  neither  de- 
lirium nor  coma  ; and  was,  at  my  firft  Teeing  him,  as  I thought, 
in  his  perfect  fenfes.  He  looked  at  the  changed  appearance  of 
his  fkin,  and  exprefted,  though  he  could  not  fpeak,  by  his  fad 
countenance,  that  he  knew  life  was  foon  to  yield  up  her  citadel, 
row  abandoning  the  reft  of  his  body.  Exhaufted  with  vomit- 
ing, he  at  laft  was  fuffocated  with  the  blood  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  bfing  up,  and  expired.” 

Mofeley  on  Tropical  Difeafes,  td  edit.  p.  450, 
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chap,  fix  thoufand  men  were  neceffary  for  the  fecure 
xi.  maintenance  of  Port  au  Prince  alone ; yet  I do  not 
' believe  that  the  number  of  Britifh,  in  all  parts  of 
St.  Domingo,  at  any  one  period  previous  to  the 
month  of  April  1795,  exceeded  two  thoufand  two 
hundred,  of  whom,  except  at  the  capture  of  Port 
au  Prince,  not  one  half  were  fit  for  active  fervice; 
and  during  the  hot  and  fickly  months  of  Auguft, 
September,  and  October,  not  one  third  (g). 

Perhaps  the  moil  fatal  overfight  in  the  conduct 
of  the  whole  expedition,  was  the  ftrange  and  unac- 
countable negledt  of  not  fecuring  the  little  port  of 
Jacmel  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Ifiand,  previous  to 
the  attack  of  Port  au  Prince.  With  that  poft  on 
the  one  fide  of  the  peninfula,  and  the  poft  of  Acul 
in  our  pofleffion  on  the  other,  all  communication 

between 

(g)  The  following  returns  are  authentick: 

Return  of  the  provincial  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  Britith 


government  at  St.  Dom;ng0?  ^ jft  December  1 -94.. 


Rank  and  file  fit  for  dury. 

Sick. 

Total. 

At  Port  au  Prince 

- 

496 

- - 48 

- - 544 

Mole  St.  Nicholas 

- 

209 

1 

1 

CO 

- - H7 

St.  Marc 

- 

< 

CO 

- - 321 

- 11 34 

151S 

4°  7 

1925 

Return  of  the  Britith  forces  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo, 
3 1 ft  December  1 794. 


Rank  and  file  effettive. 

Sick. 

Total. 

Port  au  Prince 

- 

366  - 

- 462 

- - 82S 

Mole  St.  Nicholas 

- 

209  - 

- 166 

- - 375 

Jeremie  - 

- 

95  * 

- 59 

- " 154 

Tiburon  - 

- 

34  - 

- 18 

- - 52 

St.  Marc  - 

- 

48  - 

- 33 

- - 8 1 

752  - 

- 758 

- * D90 
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between  the  fouthern  and  the  two  other  provinces 
would  have  been  cut  off ; the  navigation  from  the 
Windward  Iflands  to  Jamaica  would  have  been  made 
fecure,  while  the  poffeflion  of  the  two  Capes  which 
form  the  entrance  into  the  Bight  of  Leogane  (St. 
Nicholas  and  Tiburon)  would  have  protected  the 
homeward  trade  in  its  courfe  through  the  Wind- 
ward Paffage.  All  this  might  have  been  accom- 
plifhed  ; and  I think  it  is  all  that,  in  found  policy, 
ought  to  have  been  attempted.  As  to  Port  au 
Prince,  it  would  have  been  fortunate  if  the  works 
had  been  deftroyed,  and  the  town  evacuated  im- 
mediately after  its  furrender. 

The  retention  by  the  enemy  of  Jacmeland  Les 
Cayes,  not  only  enabled  them  to  procure  rein- 
forcements and  fupplies,  but  alfo  moft  amply  to 
revenge  our  attempts  on  their  coafts,  by  reprifals 
on  our  trade.  It  is  known,  that  upwards  of  thirty 
privateers,  fome  of  them  of  confiderable  force,  have 
been  fitted  out  from  thofe  ports,  whofe  rapacity 
and  vigilance  fcarce  a veffel  bound  from  the  Wind- 
ward Iflands  to  Jamaica  could  efcape.  The  prizes 
which  they  made,  in  a few  fhort  months,  abun- 
dantly compenfated  for  the  lofs  of  their  fhips  at 
Port  au  Prince  f/i). 

After 

(h)  The  following  is  a lift  of  veftels  bound  to  Jamaica, 
which  were  taken  and  carried  into  Les  Cayes,  between  June 
1794,  and  June  1795,  moft  of  them  laden  with  dry  goods,  pro- 
vifions,  and  plantation  ftores,  and  many  of  them  of  great  value. 

From 

The  Edward,  Wm  Marfliall,  13th  June  1 794,  Briftol. 

Fame,  Rob'  Hall,  July  » - L.  and  Cork. 

The 
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After  all,  though  I have  affected  nothing  which 
I do  not  believe  to  be  true,  I will  honeftlv  admit, 
that  many  important  fadts  and  circumftances,  un- 
known to  me,  very  probably  exifted,  an  acquaint- 
ance with  which  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  enable 
any  man  to  form  a correct  judgment  of  the  meafures 
which  were  purfued  on  this  occaflon.  To  a writer, 
fitting  with  compofure  in  his  clofet,  with  a partial 
difplay  of  fadts  before  him,  it  is  no  difficult  talk  to 
point  out  faults  and  miftakes  in  the  conduct  of  pub- 
lick  affairs ; and  even  wffiere  miftakes  are  difcovered, 
the  wifdom  of  after-knowledge  is  very  cheaply  ac- 
quired. It  is  the  lot  of  our  nature,  that  the  belt 

concerted 

The  Bellona,  Thos  White,  » -a  Liverpool. 

Hope,  Wm  Swan, 

Molly,  Peter  Mawdfley,  5th  Mar.  1795,  Africa,  300 negroes. 

Hodge,  Geo.  Brown,  19th  Ditto,  - Liverpool. 

William,  Thos  Calloine,  20th  Ditto. 

Bell,  Arc'nd  Weir,  Ditto,  - 1 Greenock. 

Bnftler,  Sewell,  - a tranfport. 

Druid, Wilfon,  14th  March,  - - Leith. 

Martha,  Wm  Reid,  31ft  March,  - - London. 

Alexander,  Benjn  Moor,  17th  April,  - Glafgow. 

Lovely  Peggy,  Peter  Murphy. 

Swallow,  Lachian  Vafs,  iothMay. 

Dunmore,  Stephen  Conmick,  26th  May,  - London. 

Maria,  Wilkinfon  - - Ditto. 

Minerva,  Robertfon,  4th  June,  Africa,  450  negroes. 

General  Mathew,  Tho3  Douglas,  8th  Ditto,  - London. 

A fchooner,  name  forgot,  Adam  Walker,  2 2d  D°  Glafgow. 

Hope,  Hambleton,  22d  Ditto,  - - Ditto. 

Caledonia, Hunter,  25th  Ditto,  Leith,  laft  from  London. 

Molly,  Simpfon,  27th  Ditto,  - - - - Glafgow. 

Refolution, Taunton,  29th  Ditto,  - . - - Hull 

And  feveral  velTcls  belonging  to  Kingfton,  names  forgot. 
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concerted  plans  of  human  policy  are  fubject  to  errors 
which  the  meaneft  obferver  will  fometimes  deteCt. 
“ The  hand  (fays  an  eminent  writer)  that  cannot 
“ build  a hovel,  may  demolifh  a palace.” 

But  a new  feene  now  opens  for  contemplation 
and  reflection,  anting  from  intelligence  received  fmee 
I began  my  work,  that  tire  Spanifh  government  has 
formally  ceded  to  the  Republick  of  France  the  whole 
of  this  great  and  noble  ifland  in  perpetual  fovereignty ! 
So  extraordinary  a circumftance  will  doubtlefs  give 
birth  to  much  fpeculation  and  enquiry,  as  w'ell  con- 
cerning the  value  and  extent  of  the  territory  ceded, 
as  the  prefent  difpofition  and  general  character  of 
the  Spanifh  inhabitants.  Will  they  r el i Ht  this 
transfer  of  their  allegiance  from  a monarchical  to 
a republican  government,  made,  as  it  confefledly  is, 
without  their  previous  content  or  knowledge ; or 
may  reafonable  expectations  be  encouraged,  that 
they  will  now  cordially  co-operate  with  the  Englifh, 
in  reducing  the  country  to  the  Britifh  dominion  ? 
Will  fuch  affiftance  effeCt  the  re-efrablithment  of 
fubordination  and  good  government  among  the 
yaft  body  of  revolted  negroes  ? Thefe  are  deep 
queftions,  the  inveftigation  of  which  will  lead  to 
enquiries  of  ftill  greater  magnitude ; for,  whether 
we  confider  the  pofleflion,  by  an  active  and  induf- 
trious  people,  of  fo  yaft  a field  for  enterprize  and 
improvement  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  triumph  of 
fuccefsful  revolt  and  favage  anarchy  on  the  other, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  future  fate  and  profitable 
exiftence  of  the  Britifh  territories  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  are  involved  in  the  iflue.  On  all  thefe,  and 


various 


i8S  HISTORICAL  SURVEY  OF 

chap,  various  collateral  fubjedts,  I regret  that  I do  not 
xi.  poffefs  the  means  of  giving  much  fatisfaction  to  the 
' reader.  Such  information,  however  as  I have  col- 
lected on  fome  of  the  preceding  enquiries,  and  fuch 
reflections  as  occur  to  me  on  others,  will  be  found  in 
the  enfuing  chapter,  which  concludes  my  work. 
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CHAP.  xir. 

Ancient  Stats  of  the  Spanifh  Colony. — ‘The  'Town  of  St. 

Domingo  eft ab life d by  Bartholomew  Columbus  in 
1498. — Pillaged  by  Drake  in  1586. — Conjectures 
and  Reflexions  concerning  its  prefent  Condition , and 
the  State  of  Agriculture  in  the  interior  Country.— 

Numbers  and  Character  of  the  prefent  Inhabitants. 

— Their  Animoflty  tozvards  the  French  Planters , 
and  Jealoufy  of  the  Englifh. — Conjectures  concerning 
the  future  Situation  of  the  whole-  Iftand ; and  fome 
concluding  Reflections. 

The  Spanifh  colony  in  Hifpaniola  (the  name  St.  cha  f. 
Domingo  being  properly  applicable  to  the  chief  xii. 
city  only)  was  the  earlieft  eflablifhment  made  by  u 
the  nations  of  Europe  in  the  New  World ; and  un- 
happily, it  is  too  notorious  to  be  denied,  that  it 
was  an  eftablifhment  founded  in  rapacity  and  ce- 
mented with  human  blood  ! The  foie  objedt  of  the 
firfh  Spanifh  adventurers  was  to  ranfack  the  bowels 
of  the  earth  for  filver  and  gold  ; in  which  frantick 
purfuit,  they  murdered  at  leaft  a million  of  the 
peaceful  and  inoffenfive  natives ! As  the  mines  be- 
came exhaufled,  a few  of  the  more  induftrious  of  the 
Spaniards  entered  on  the  cultivation  of  cacao,  ginger, 
and  fugar ; but  the  poverty  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  difeoveryof  new  mines  in  Mex- 
ico, occafioned  a prodigious  emigration ; — the  experi- 
ence of  paftdifappointments  not  proving  fufficiently 

powerful 
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chap,  powerful  to  cure  the  rage  for  acquiring  wealth  by 
xii.  a lhorter  courfe  than  that  of  patient  induftry.  In 
1 lefs  than  a century,  therefore,  Hifpaniola  was  nearly 
deferted,  and  nothing  preferved  it  as  a colony,  but 
the  eftablithment  of  archiepifcopal  government  in 
its  chief  city,  St.  Domingo ; and  its  being  for  many 
years  the  feat  of  civil  and  criminal  jurifdiction,  in 
cafes  of  appeal,  from  all  the  territories  of  Spain  in 
this  part  of  the  world  fa). 

The  fettlement  of  the  French  in  the  weftern  part 
of  the  Kland,  of  the  origin  of  which  I have  already 
given  an  account,  though  the  primary  caufe  of  he- 
reditary and  irreconcilable  enmity  between  the  two 
colonies,  was  however  productive  of  good  even  to  the 
Spaniards  themfelves.  As  the  French  fettlers  in- 
creafed  in  number,  and  their  plantations  became 
enlarged,  they  wanted  oxen  for  their  markets,  and 
borfes  for  their  mills.  Thefe,  their  neighbours  were 
able  to  fupply  without  much  exertion  of  labour; 
and  thus  an  intercourfe  was  created,  which  has  con- 
tinued to  the  prefent  day  ; the  Spaniards  receiving, 
through  the  French,  the  manufactures  of  Europe, 
in  exchange  for  cattle.  The  example  too,  before 
their  eyes,  of  luccefsful  induftry  and  growing  prof- 
perity,  was  not  wholly  without  its  effect.  The  cul- 
tivation of  fugar,  which  ha<3  diminifhed  nearly  to 
nothing,  was  revived  in  different  parts  of  the  Spanifh 
territory,  and  plantations  were  eftabliihed  of  cacao, 
indigo,  ginger,  and  tobacco.  The  quantity  of  fugar 

exported 

(a)  The  adminifiration  of  juftice  throughout  Spanifh  Ame- 
rica is  at  prefent  divided  into  twelve  courts  of  audience,  one  only 
of  which  is  at  St.  Domingo. 
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exported  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  is  chap. 
laid  to  have  amounted  yearly  to  1 5,000  chefts,  each  x 1 1. 


of  7 cwt. 

The  country  itfelf  being  evidently  more  moun- 
tainous in  the  central  and  eaftern  than  in  the  weft- 
ern  parts,  it  is  probable,  that  the  Spanidi  territory 
is,  on  the  whole,  naturally  lefs  fertile  than  that  of 
the  French ; but  much  the  greater  portion  of  the 
iiland  remained,  until  the  late  treaty,  under  the 
Spa  nidi  dominion ; and  of  that,  by  far  the  major 
part  continues  at  this  hour  an  unproductive  wil- 
dernefs.  On  the  northern  coad,  the  line  of  divifion 
began  at  the  river  Madacre,  and,  eroding  the  country 
fomewhat  irregularly,  terminated  on  the  fouthern 
fide,  at  a fmall  bay  called  Les  Ances  a Pitre ; leav- 
ing nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole  ifland  in  the  pof- 
fedion  of  Spain.  Proceeding  eaftward  along  the 
thore  from  the  boundary  on  the  north,  the  firfl  place 
of  note  is  Monte  Chrifti,  a town  which  formerly 
grew  to  importance  by  contraband  traffick  with 
North  America,  but  is  now  reduced  to  a miferable 
village,  the  abode  of  a few  ddiermen  ; and  the  fur- 
rounding country  exhibits  a melancholy  profpedt  of 
negleft  and  fterility.  The  river  St.  J ago  runs  into 
the  feaat  this  place  ; on  the  banks  of  which,  at  forne 
diftance  inland,  are  grazing  farms  of  condderable 
extent.  From  the  mouth  of  this  river,  for  the  fpace 
of  fifteen  leagues,  to  Punta  Ifabella  (the  feite  of  the 
firft  fettlementeftablidied  by  Chriftopher  Columbus) 
the  foil,  though  capable  of  improvement,  exhibits 
no  fign  of  cultivation.  From  Ifabella  to  old  Cape 
Francois  (with  the  exception  of  Puerto  de  Plata)- 
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the  coaft  Teems  entirely  deTerted  ; nor,  after  palling 
the  bay  of  Samana,  does  a much  better  profpecf 
J offer,  until  coafting  round  the  eaftern  extremity,  we 
reach  a vaft  extent  of  level  country  called  Llos  Lla- 
nos, or  the  Plains ; at  the  weft  end  of  which,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Ozarna,  ftands  the  metropolis. 

This  city,  which  was  long  the  moft  confiderable 
in  the  new  world,  was  founded  by  Bartholomew 
Columbus,  in  the  year  1498,  and  named,  after  a 
faint  of  great  renown  in  thofe  days,  St.  Dominick. 
There  is  preferved  in  Oviedo,  a Spanifli  hiftorian, 
who  refided  here  about  thirty  years  after  its  firft 
eftablifhment,  an  account  of  its  ftate  and  popula- 
tion at  that  period,  which  being  equally  authentick 
and  curious,  I fhall  prefent  to  the  reader  at  length. 

“But  nowe  (fays  the  hiftorian)  to  fpeake  fum- 
“ what  of  the  principall  and  chiefe  place  of  the 
“ iftande,  whiche  is  the  citie  of  San  Domenico : I 
“ faye,  that  as  touchynge  the  buildynges,  there  is 
“ no  citie  in  Spaine,  fo  much  for  fo-muche  (no 
“ not  Barfalona , whiche  1 have  oftentymes  feene) 
“ that  is  to  bee  preferred  before  this  generallye. 
“ For  the  houfes  of  San  Domenico  are  for  the  mofte 
“ parte  of  ftone,  as  are  they  of  Barfalona.  The 
“ fituation  is  muche  better  tha  that  of  Barfalona , 
“ bv  reafon  that  the  ftreates  are  much  lamer  and 

- O 

“ playner,  and  without  comparyfon  more  direfle 
“ and  ftrayght  furth.  For  beinge  buylded  nowe  in 
“ our  tyme,  befyde  the  commoditie  of  the  place  of 
“ the  foundation,  the  ftreates  were  alfo  direefted 
“ with  corde,  compafe  and  meafure  •,  wherein  it  ex- 
“ celleth  al  the  cities  that  I have  fene.  It  hath  the 

“ fea 
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n fea  fo  nere,  that  of  one  fyde  there  is  no  more  Chap. 
“ fpace  betwen  the  fea  and  the  citie,  then  the  xrr. 

“ waules.  On  the  other  parte,  hard  by  the  fyde  ' 

“ and  at  the  foote  of  the  houfes,  paffeth  the  ryver 
“ Ozama,  whiche  is  a marveyloils  porte ; wherein 
“ laden  fhyppes  ryfe  very  nere  to  the  lande,  and  in 
“ manner  under  the  houfe  wyndowes.  In  the 
“ myddeft  of  the  citie  is  the  fortreffe  and  caflle ; 

“ the  port  or  haven  alfo,  is  fo  fayre  and  commodi- 
“ ous  to  defraight  or  unlade  fhyppes,  as  the  lyke  is 
“ founde  but  in  fewe  places  of  the  worlde.  The 
“ chymineis  that  are  in  this  citie  are  about  fyxe 
“ hundreth  in  number,  and  fuch  houfes  as  I havre 
“ fpoken  of  before ; of  the  which  fum  are  fo  fayre 
“ and  large  that  they  maye  well  receave  and  lodge 
“ any  lorde  or  noble  manne  of  Spayne,  with  his 
“ trayne  and  familie ; and  efpecially  that  which 
“ Don  Diego  Colon , viceroy  under  your  majeftie, 

“ hath  in  this  citie,  is  fuche  that  I knowe  no  man 
“ in  Spayne  that  hath  the  lyke,  by  a quarter,  in 
“ goodneffe,  conlyderynge  all  the  commodities  of 
“ the  fame.  Lykewyfe  the  fituation  thereof  as 
“ beinge  above  the  fayde  porte,  and  altogyther  of 
“ ftone,  and  havynge  many  faire  and  large  roomes, 

“ with  as  goodly  a profpedt  of  the  lande  and  fea  as 
“ may  be  devyfed,  leemeth  unto  me.  fo  magnifical 
“ and  princelyke,  that  your  majeftie  may  bee  as 
“ well  lodged  therein  as  in  any  of  the  mofte  exqui- 
“ fite  builded  houfes  of  Spayne.  There  is  alfo  a 
“ cathedrall  churche  buylded  of  late,  where,  as 
“ well  the  bylbop  accorayng  to  his  dygnitie,  as 
“ alfo  the  canones,  are  wel  indued.  This  church 
Vol.  III.  O 
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“ is  well  buylded  of  ftone  and  lyme,  and  of  good 
“ workemanfhyppe.  * There  are  further-more  three 
“ monafteries  bearyng  the  names  of  Saynt  Domi- 
“ nike,  Saynt  Frances,  and  Saynt  Mary  of  Mercedes ; 

“ the  whiche  are  well  buylded,  although  not  fo 
“ curiouflye  as  they  of  Spayne.  There  is  alfo  a 
“ very  good  hofpitall  for  the  ayde  and  fuccour  of 
“ pore  people,  whiche  was  founded  by  Michaell 
“ Paffamont,  threafurer  to  your  majeftie.  To 
“ conclude,  this  citie  fro  day  to  day  increafeth  in 
“ welth  and  good  order,  as  wel  for  that  the  fayde 
“ admyrall  and  viceroy,  with  the  lorde  chaun- 
“ celoure  and  counfayle  appoynted  there  by  your 
“ majeftie,  have  theyr  continuall  abydynage  here,  as 
“ alfo  that  the  rycheft  men  of  the  ilande  refort 
“ hyther,  for  thyre  mofte  commodious  habitation 
“ and  trade  of  fuch  merchaundies  as  are  eyther 
“ brought  owt  of  Spayne,  or  fent  thyther  from  this 
“ iland,  which  nowe  fo  abundeth  in  many  thynges, 
“ that  it  ferveth  Spayne  with  many  commodities, 
“ as  it  were  with  ufury  requityng  fuch  benefites  as 
“ it  fyrft  receaved  from  thenle  (b). 

It  is  probable  that  St.  Domingo  had  now  at- 
tained the  fummit  of  its  profperity.  About  fixty 
years  afterwards  (i ft  January  1586)  it  was  attacked, 
by  Sir  Francis  Drake  ; a narrative  of  whofe  expedi- 
tion, 

* To  this  cathedral  were  conveyed,  from  the  Carthufian 
Monaftery  in  Seville,  the  remains  of  Chriftopher  Columbus,  who 
expired  at  Valladolid  on  the  20th  of  May  1 506.  It  was  his 
dying  requell:,  that  his  body  fhould  be  interred  in  St.  Domingo. 

(b)  From  a tra.nflation  by  Richard  Eden,  printed,  London 
1555,  in  black  letter. 
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tion,  by  an  eye-witnefs,  is'  preferved  in  Haklilyt’s  chap. 
Colletftion ; from  which  it  appears,  that  it  was,  even  xir. 
then,  a city  of  great  extent  and  magnificence  ; and  V 
it  is  fhocking  to  relate,  that,  after  a month’s  pof- 
feflion,  Drake  thought  himfelf  authorized,  by  the 
laws  of  war,  to  deflroy  it  by  fire.  “ We  fpent  the 
early  part  of  the  mornings  (fays  the  hiftorian  of  the 
voyage)  in  fireing  the  outmofl  houfes ; but  they  be- 
ing built  very  magnificently  of  (lone,  with  high 
loftes,  gave  us  no  fmall  travell  to  ruin  them.  And 
albeit,  for  divers  dayes  together,  we  ordeined  ech 
morning  by  day-break,  until  the  heat  began  at  nine 
of  the  clocke,  that  two  hundred  mariners  did  nought 
els  but  labour  to  fire  and  bum  the  faid  houfes, 
vvhilfl  the  fouldiers  in  a like  proportion,  flood  forth 
for  their  guard  ; yet  did  we  not,  or  could  not,  in 
this  time,  confume  fo  much  as  one  third  part  of  the 
towne  ; and  fo  in  the  end,  wearied  with  firing,  we 
were  contented  to  accept  of  five  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  ducats,  of  five  (hillings  and  fixpence  the  peece, 
for  the  ranfome  of  the  reft  of  the  towne  (c)." 

Of 

( c)  The  following  anecdote,  related  by  the  fame  author,  is 
too  ftriking  to  be  overlooked.  I fhsll  quote  his  own  words: 

During  the  fray  of  the  Englifh  army  in  the  city,  “ it  chanced 
that  the  general  fent  on  a meflage  to  the  Spanilh  governor,  a 
negro  boy  with  a flag  of  white,  fignifying  truce,  as  is  the  Span- 
yards  ordinarie  manner  to  do  there,  when  they  approach  to  fpeak 
to  us ; which  boy  unhappily  was  firft  met  withall  by  fome  of 
thofe  who  had  been  belonging  as  officers  for  the  king  in  the 
Spaniih  galley,  which,  with  the  towne,  was  lately  fallen  into  our 
hands,  who,  without  all  order  or  reafon,  and  contrary  to  that 
good  ufage  wherewith  wee  had  intertained  their  mellengers,  furi- 
oufly  ftrooke  the  poor  boy  thorovv  the  body,  with  which  wound 
the  boy  returned  to  the  general,  and,  after  he  had  declared  the 

O 2 manner 
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Of  the  prefent  condition  of  this  ancient  city,  the1 
number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  commerce  which 
they  fupport,  I can  obtain  no  account  on  which 
can  depend.  That  it  hath  been  long  in  its  decline, 
I have  no  doubt ; but  that  it  is  wholly  depopulated 
and  in  ruins,  as  Raynal  afferts,  I do  not  believe. 
The  cathedral  and  other  publick  buildings  are  ftill  in 
being,  and  were  lately  the  refrdence  of  a confiderable 
body  of  clergy  and  lawyers.  The  city  continued 
alfo,  while  under  the  Spanilh  government,  the  dio- 
cefeofan  archbifhop,  to  whom,  it  is  laid , the  bilhops 
of  St.  Jago  in  Cuba,  Venezuela  in  New  Spain,  and 
St.  John’s  in  Porto  Rico,  were  fuffragans.  Thefe 
eircumliances,  have  hitherto  laved  St.  Domingo 
from  entire  decay,  and  may  poflibly  continue  to 
fave  it.  With  this  very  defective  information  the 
reader  mull  be  content.  As  little  fecms  to  be  known 
concerning  the  ftate  of  agriculture  in  the  Spanilh 
polfeflions  in  this  illand,  as  of  their  capital  and 

commerce. 

manner  of  this  wrongful!  cruekie,died  forthwith  in  his  prefence;, 
wherewith  the  general!  being  greatly  paflion’d,  commanded — 
the  proved  martiall  to  caufe  a couple  of  friers,  then  prifoners,  to 
be  carried  to  the  fame  place  where  the  boy.  was  ftroken,  and  there 
prefently  to  be  hanged  ; difpatching,  at  the  fame  inftant,  another 
poor  prifoner,  with  the  reafon  wherefore  this  execution  was 
done,  and  with  this  further  meflhge,  that  until!  the  party  who 
had  thus  murdered  the  general’s  medenger,  were  delivered  into 
our  hands  to  receive  condigne  punifliment,  there  fliould  no  day 
pafTe  wherein  there  (hould  not  two  prifoners  be  hanged, until  they 
were  all  confumed  which  were  in  our  hands.  Whereupon  the 
day  following,  hee  that  had  been  captaine  of  the  king’s  galley, 
brought  the  offender  to  the  towne’s  end,  offering  to  deliver  him 
into  our  hands ; but  it  was  thought  to  be  a more  honourable  re- 
venge to  makethem  there,  in  our  fight,  to  performe  the  execution 
themfelves,  which  was  done  accordingly.” 
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commerce.  A few  planters  are  laid  to  cultivate  ca-  c h a p. 
cao,  tobacco,  and  fugar,  for  their  own  expenditure  ; xii. 
and,  perhaps  fome  fmall  quantities  of  each  are  dill 
exported  for  confumption  in  Spain.  The  chief  ar- 
ticle of  exportation,  however,  continues  to  be,  what 
it  always  has  been  fince  the  mines  were  abandoned, 
the  hides  of  horned  cattle ; which  have  multiplied  to 
fuch  a degree,  that  the  proprietors  are  faid  to  reckon 
them  by  thoufands  ; and  vaft  numbers  (as  I believe 
I have  dfewhere  obferved)  are  annually  flaughtered 
folely  for  the  fkins  *. 

It  feems  therefore  extremely  probable,  that  the 
cultivation  of  the  earth  is  almod  entirely  negledted 
throughout  the  whole  of  theSpanilb  dominion  in  this 
ifland  ; and  that  fome  of  the  fined:  trails  of  land  in 
the  world,  once  the  paradife  of  a fimple  and  innocent 
people,  are  now  abandoned  to  the  beads  of  the  field, 
and  the  vultures  which  hover  round  them  (d) . 

Of  this  defcription,  probably,  is  the  country  al- 
ready mentioned,  called  Los  Llanos,  which  ftretches 
eadward  from  the  capital  upwards  of  fourfcore 
Britifh  miles  in  length,  by  twenty  or  twenty-five  in 
width ; and  which,  abounding  in  rivers  through- 
out, may  be  iuppofed  adapted  for  the  growth  of 

every 

* It  is  faid  that  a Company  was  formed  at  Barcelona  in  1757. 
with  exclufive  privileges,  for  the  re-eftablifbment  of  agriculture 
and  commerce  in  the  Spanifli  part  of  St-  Domingo  : I know 
not  with  vvhat  fuccefs. 

( d)  The  Gallinazo,  or  American  vulture,  a verv  ravenous  and 
filthy  bird  that  feeds  on  carrion.  Thefe  birds  abound  in  St. 

Domingo,  and  devour  the  carcaffes  of  the  cattle  as  foon  us  the 
fkins  are  flripped  off  bv  the  hunters. 
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chap,  every  tropical  production : It  feems  capable  alfo  of 
XII>  being  artificially  flooded  in  dry  weather. 

L v J Next  to  Los  Llanos  in  magnitude,  but  fuperior, 
it  is  believed,  in  native  fertility,  is  the  noble  valley 
to  the  north,  called  Vega  Real;  through  the  middle 
of  which  flows  the  river  Yuna,  for  the  fpace  of  fifty 
miles,  and  difembogues  in  Samana  bay  to  the  eaft. 
Perhaps  it  were  no  exaggeration  to  fay,  that  this 
and  the  former  diftricls  are  alone  capable  of  pro- 
ducing more  fugar,  and  other  valuable  commodi- 
ties, than  all  the  Britifh  Weft  Indies  put  together. 

These  plains,  however,  though  in  contiguity 
the  largeft,  are  not  the  only  parts  of  the  country 
on  which  nature  has  bellowed  extraordinary  fertili- 
ty. Glades  abundantly  rich,  eafy  of  accefs,  and 
obvious  to  cultivation,  are  every  where  found  even 
in  the  bofom  of  the  mountains;  while  the  moun- 
tains themlelves  contribute  to  fertilize  the  vallies 
which  they  encircle. 

Proceeding  weftward  along  the  fouthern  coaft, 
from  the  capital  to  the  river  Nieva,  the  country  is 
faid  to  be  lubjecl  to  excefiive  droughts ; but  here 
too,  the  beneficence  of  nature  has  provided  a re- 
medy for  this  inconvenience,  in  a thoufand  beauti- 
ful rivulets,  which,  defeending  from  the  diftant 
mountains,  interfedt  the  low  lands  in  various  direc- 
tions. Of  this  never-failing  refource,  even  the  abo- 
riginal natives,  ignorant  as  we  fuppofe  them  to  have 
been,  knew  how  to  avail  themlelves  by  flooding 
their  lands  therelrom  in  the  dry  feafon  * ; — and  it 
is  probable  that  forne  of  the  earlieft  of  the  Spanifh 

lettlers 


* Vide  vol.  i.  p.  102. 
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fettlers  followed  their  example ; for  it  is  evident  that 
many  fpots  in  this  great  traCt  were  formerly  covered 
with  plantations  both  of  fugar  and  indigo ; their 
fcites  being  marked  out  by  the  ruins  of  ancient 
buildings,  which  could  have  been  erected  only  for 
the  manufacture  of  thofe  articles.  Amidft  the  wil- 
dernefs  of  thickets  and  weeds,  which  now  deform 
and  encumber  the  ground,  are  difcovered  many 
valuable  growths  in  a date  of  wild  luxuriance,  fuch 
as  the  caEtus  of  feveral  varieties,  the  indigo  plant, — 
a fpecies  of  cotton  of  which  the  wool  is  reddifh,  and 
fome  others ; pointing  out  to  the  prefent  fiothful 
poflefibrs,  that  line  of  cultivation  which  would  turn 
to  profitable  account,  even  in  fpots  to  which  w'ater 
could  not  eafily  be  conducted.  With  this  auxiliary 
there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  every  production  of 
the  tropicks  might  be  raifed  throughout  this  dif- 
triCf,  in  the  utmoft  plenty  and  perfection. 

By  much  thegreatefl:  part  of  this  extenfive  range, 
however,  remains  as  Nature  originally  created  it 
covered  with  woods  of  immenfe  growth  and  luxu- 
riant foliage,  with  very  little  underw'ood.  The 
mahogany,  the  cedar,  the  guaiacum,  the  bitter-afh, 
the  fuftick,  and  a thoufand  others,  here  flourifh, 
and  die  unmolefted.  In  fome  places  are  vaft  groves 
of  the  latanier  or  thatch-palm,  the  fight  of  which 
ahvays  gives  pleafure  to  the  beholder,  not  more 
from  the  fingular  conformation  and  beauty  of  the 
tree  itfelf,  than  from  the  circumftance  that  it  indi- 
cates, with  unerring  certainty,  a rich  and  deep  foil 
underneath. 

The  great  obftacle  to  the  re~eflablifhment  of 

O \ towns 
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towns  and  fettlements  on  the  fouthern  coad,  arifes 
from  the  insufficiency  of  its  ports  and  harbours ; — 
many  of.  the  (hipping  places  being  nothing  more 
than  open  bays,  which,  in  the  autumnal  months,  lie 
expofed  to  the  fury  of  dorms  and  hurricanes.  The 
harbour  of  St.  Domingo,  which  was  formerly  fup- 
pofcd  to  he  commodious  and  fecure,  has  become, 
in  the  courfe  of  years,  too  (hallow  to  admit  fhips  of 
large  burfhen  ; — but  its  lot's  might  be  happily  fup- 
plied,  at  the  diftance  of  fourteen  leagues  to  the  weft- 
ward,  in  the  bay  of  Ocoa ; a capacious  inlet,  com- 
prehending two  mod  fafe  and  commodious  ports, 
named  Caldera  and  Puerto  Riejo.  The  very  advan- 
tageous portion  of  this  great  bay,  in  the  centre  of 
the  fouthern  part  of  the  ifland  ; — in  the  track,  and 
aimed  in  figlu,  of  (hips  bound  to  Jamaica,  and  the 
Mexican  Gulph  ; — the  fatecy  and  fecurity  which  it 
offers  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  in  the  two  fubordi- 
nate  ports  before  mentioned  ; — all  thefe  are  circum- 
dances  of  importance ; and  they  will,  without  doubt, 
attracd  the  notice  of  the  French  Government,  when- 
ever it  (hall  hereafter  attempt  to  form  any  consider- 
able edablilhment  in  the  late  Spanilh  part  of  this 
great  country*. 

Thus 


* Mod  of  what  is  given  in  the  above  and  the  preceding  Dage, 
is  added  fince  the  former  edition.  The  author  derived  his  infor- 
mation from  a letter  to  the  French  Directory,  written  in  1798, 
bv  certain  commillioners  employed  to  examine  the  eaftern  part 
of  St.  Domingo,  and  report  to  the  Directory  concerning  its  agri- 
culture and  production.  This  letter,  which  is  one  only  of  a large 
feries,  having  been  fent  by  a vefiel  that  was  captured  by  a Bri- 
tifh  cruifer,  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  author,  and,  as  far  as 
it  goes,  is  very  intelligent  and  fatisfaftory.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the 

remainder 
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Thus  fcanty  and  uninterefting  is  the  befl  ac-  c h a p. 
count  I have  to  give  of  the  territory  itfelf ; nor  is  xii. 

my  information  much  more  perfect  concerning  the  v v ' 

number  and  condition  of  the  people  by  whom  it  is 
at  prefent  inhabited.  The  earlieft  detachments 
from  Old  Spain  were  undoubtedly  numerous.  Her- 
rera, an  accurate  and  well-informed  hiftorian,  rec- 
kons that  there  were,  at  one  period,  no  lefs  than 

14.000  Caftillians  in  Hifpaniola.  Such  was  the  re- 
nown of  its  riches,  that  men  of  all  ranks  and  con- 
ditions reforted  thither,  in  the  fond  expe<ftation  of 
fharing  in  the  golden  harveft.  Its  mines,  indeed, 
were  very  productive.  Robertfon  relates,  that  they 
continued  for  many  years  to  yield  a revenue  of 

460.000  pefos  ( e ).  In  contrafting  this  faCt,  with 
an  anecdote  which  I have  elfewhere  * recorded, 
that  the  inhabitants,  at  the  time  of  Drake’s  inva- 
fion,  were  fo  wretchedly  poor,  as  to  be  compelled 
to  ufe,  in  barter  among  themfelves,  pieces  of  leather 
as  a fubftitute  for  money,  we  are  furnifhed  with  a 
ftriking  proof,  that  the  true  way  to  acquire  riches, 
is  not  by  digging  into  the  bowels,  but  by  improv- 
ing the  furface,  of  the  earth.  Not  having  any 
manufactures,  nor  the  productions  of  agriculture, 
to  offer  in  exchange  for  the  necelfaries  and  conve- 
niences of  life,  all  their  gold  had  foon  found  its 
way  to  Europe ; and  when  the  mines  became  ex- 
haufted,  their  penury  was  extreme ; and  doth,  de- 
population, 

remainder  of  the  correfpondence  will  fome  time  or  other  be 
made  publick,  as  the  writers  appear  to  be  men  of  fcience  and 
obfervation. 

( e)  Upwards  of  f.  100,000  fterling. 

* Vol.  i.  Book  2d. 
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chap,  population,  and  degeneracy,  were  its  neceflary  con* 
xn.  fequences  (f). 

1 The  introduction  into  this  itland  of  negroes  from 
Africa,  of  which  I have  elfewhere  traced  the  ori- 
gin and  caufe  (g),  took  place  at  an  early  period. 
This  refource  did  not,  however,  greatly  contribute 
to  augment  the  population  of  the  colony  ; for  fuch 
of  the  whites  as  removed  to  the  continent,  in  fearch 
of  richer  mines  and  better  fortune,  commonly  took 
their  negroes  with  them ■,  and  the  fmall  pox,  a few 
years  afterwards,  deftroyed  prodigious  numbers  of 
others.  In  1717,  the  whole  number  of  inhabi- 
tants under  the  Spanifh  dominion,  of  all  ages  and 
conditions,  enflaved  and  free,  were  no  more  than 
18,410,  and  fince  that  time,  I conceive,  they  have 
rather  diminifhed  than  increafed.  Of  pure  whites 
(in  contradiftinction  to  the  people  of  mixed  blood) 
the  number  is  undoubtedly  very  inconfiderable ; 
perhaps  not  3,000  in  the  whole. 

The 

(f)  The  grofs  ignorance  of  confidering  gold  and  filver  as 
real  inftead  of  artificial  wealth,  and  the  folly  of  neglefting  agri- 
culture for  the  fake  of  exploring  mines,  have  been  well  expofed 
by  Abbe  Raynal ; who  compares  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards 
in  this  refpeft,  to  that  of  the  dog  in  the  fable,  dropping  the 
piece  of  meat  which  he  had  in  his  mouth,  to  catch  at  the  fhadow 
of  it  in  the  water. 

(g)  Bookiv.  c.  2.  A curious  circumltance  was,  however, 
omitted.  When  the  Portuguefe  firft  began  the  traifick  in  ne- 
groes, application  was  made  to  the  Pope  to  fandfify  the  trade 
by  a bull,  which  his  Holinefs  iffued  accordingly.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  permiliion  and  authority,  a very  confiderable 
flave-market  was  ellablifhed  at  Lilbon,  infomuch,  that  about 
the  year  1539,  from  10  to  12, coo  negroes  were  fold  there  an- 
nually. 
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The  hereditary  and  unextinguifhableanimofity  be-  chap. 
tween  the  Spanifh  and  French  planters  on  this  ifland,  xn. 


has  already  been  noticed.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  the  knowledge  of  this  circumdance  created 
greater  reliance  on  the  co-operation  of  the  Spaniards 
with  the  Britifh  army,  than  was  judified  by  fubfequent 
events.  At  the  earned  and  repeated  folicitations 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brifbane,  in  1794,  orders 
were  indeed  tranfmitted  from  the  city  of  St.  Do- 
mingo to  the  Commandant  at  Verettes,  Don  Fran- 
eifeo  de  Villa  Neuva,  to  join  the  Englifh  with  the 
militia  of  that  part  of  the  country ; the  Britifh 
garrifon  at  St.  Marc  undertaking  to  fupply  them 
with  provifions  and  ammunition  : but  thefe  orders 
were  ill  obeyed.  Not  more  than  three  hundred 
men  were  brought  into  the  field,  and  even  thofe 
were  far  from  being  hearty  in  the  common  caufe. 
The  French  loyalids  appeared  in  greater  numbers 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Marc  than  in  any 
other  didried ; and  the  Spaniards  deteded  the  French 
colonids  of  all  deferiptions.  It  was  evident,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  they  were  almod  equally  jealous  of 
the  Englifh  ; betraying  manifed  fymptoms  of  dif- 
content  and  envy,  at  beholding  them  in  poffeffion 
of  St.  Marc,  and  the  fertile  plains  in  its  vicinage. 
They  proceeded,  however,  and  took  the  town  and 
harbour  of  Gonaive  but  their  fubfequent  con- 
duct manifeded  the  bafed  treachery,  or  the  ranked 
cowardice.  The  town  was  no  fooner  attacked  by  a 
fmall  detachment  from  the  revolted  negroes,  than 
the  Spaniards  differed  themfelves  to  be  driven  out 
of  it,  in  the  mod  unaccountable  manner ; leaving 
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chap,  the  French  inhabitants  to  the  fury  of  the  favages, 
xii.  who  maflacrecl  the  whole  number  (as  their  com- 
rades  had  done  at  Fort  Dauphin)  and  then  re- 
duced the  town  itfelf  to  allies  (h ). 

On  the  whole,  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  a 
great  proportion  of  the  prefent  Spanifh  proprietors 
in  St.  Domingo  are  a debated  and  degenerate  race ; 

a motly 

(h)  In  the  northern  province  of  the  French  colony,  the  in- 
habitants of  Fort  Dauphin,  a town  fituated  on  the  Spanifh  bor- 
ders, having  no  affiftance  from  the  Englifh,  and  being  appre- 
henfive  of  an  attack  from  the  rebel  negroes,  applied  for  protec- 
tion, and  delivered  up  the  town,  to  the  Spanifh  government. 
The  Spanifh  commandant,  on  accepting  the  conditions  requir- 
ed, which  were  chiefly  for  perfonal  lafety,  iflued  a proclama- 
tion, importing,  that  luch  of  the  French  planters  as  would  feek 
■refuge  there,  fliould  find  fecurity.  Seduced  by  this  proclamation, 
a confiderable  number  repaired  thither;  when,  on  Monday  the 
yth  of  July  1794,  Jean  Francois,  the  negro  general,  and  leader 
of  the  revolt  in  1791.  entered  the  town  with  fome  thoufands  of 
armed  negroes.  He  met  not  the  fmallefl  refiflance,  either  at  the 
advanced  polls,  or  at  the  barriers  occupied  by  the  Spanifh 
troops ; the  inhabitants  keeping  their  houfes,  in  the  hope  of 
being  protefted  by  the  commandant.  In  an  inflant,  every  part 
of  the  city  refounded  with  the  cry  of  “ Long  live  the  King  of 
Spain  ! Kill  all  the  French  ; but  offer  no  violence  to  the  Spa- 
niards;” and  a general  maflacre  of  the  French  commenced,  in 
which  no  lefs  than  771  of  them,  without  diflindlion  of  fex  or 
age,  were  murdered  on  the  fpot : the  Spanifh  foldiers  Handing 
by,  fpedlators  of  the  tragedy.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  if 
the  Spaniards  had  openly  interpofed,  they  would  have  fhared  the 
fate  of  the  French.  It  is  faid  that  Mont-Calvos,  commander  of 
the  Spanifh  troops,  moved  by  compaflion  towards  fome  French 
gentlemen  of  his  acquaintance,  admitted  them  into  the  ranks, 
dreffino  them  in  the  Spanifh  uniform  for  their  fecuritv ; others 

O * 

were  fecretly  conveyed  to  the  fort,  and  fent  off  in  the  night  to 
Monte  Chrifti,  where  they  got  on  board  an  American  veflel  be- 
longing  to  Salem. 
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si  motly  mixture  from  European,  Indian,  and  Af-  chap 
rican  anceftry;  and  the  obfervation  which  has  been  xir. 
made  in  another  place  (i),  concerning  the  Spanifh  v — v J 
inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  at  the  conqueft  of  that 
ifland  in  1655,  will  equally  apply  to  thefe.  They 
are  neither  polifhed  by  focial  intercourfe,  nor  im- 
proved by  education  ; but  pafs  their  days  in  gloomy 
languor,  enfeebled  by  doth,  and  depreffed  by  po- 
verty. From  fuch  men,  therefore,  great  as  their 
antipathy  is  to  the  French  nation,  and  however 
averfe  they  may  be  to  a change  of  laws  and  go- 
vernment, I am  afraid  that  no  cordial  co-operation 
with  the  Britifh  can  ever  be  expedted.  The  befl 
families  among  them,  rather  than  fubmit  to  the 
French  dominion,  will  probably  remove  to  Cuba, 
or  feek  out  new  habitations  among  their  country- 
men on  the  neighbouring  continent ; while  thofe 
which  remain  will  neceffarily  fink  into  the  general 
mafs  of  coloured  people,  French  and  Spanifh ; a 
clafs  that,  I think,  in  procefs  of  time,  will  become 
mafters  of  the  towns  and  cultivated  parts  of  the 
ifland  on  the  fea-coafl  5 leaving  the  interior  country 
to  the  revolted  negroes.  Such,  probably,  will  be  the 
fate  of  this  once  beautiful  and  princely  colony ; and  it 
grieves  me  to  fay,  that  the  prefent  exertions  of  Great 
Britain  on  this  blood-flained  theatre,  can  anfwer  no 
other  end  than  to  haften  the  cataftrophe  ! 

I might  here  expatiate  on  the  wonderful  difpen- 
fations  of  Divine  Providence,  in  railing  up  the  en- 
llaved  Africans  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  the  injured 
aborigines I might  alfo  indulge  the  fond  bur  falla- 
cious 


(i)  Vol.  i.  Book  2d. 
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cious  idea,  that  as  the  negroes  of  St.  Domingo 
have  been  eye-witneffes  to  the  benefits  of  civilized 
life  among  the  whites ; — have  feen  in  what  manner, 
and  to  what  extent,  focial  order,  peaceful  induftry, 
and  fubmiffion  to  laws,  contribute  to  individual 
and  general  profperity  (advantages  which  were  de- 
nied to  them  in  their  native  country ;)  fome  fupe- 
rior  fpirits  may  hereafter  rife  up  among  them,  by 
whofe  encouragement  and  example  they  may  be 
taught,  in  due  time,  to  difcard  the  ferocious  and 
fordid  manners  and  purfuits  of  favage  life ; to  cor- 
rect their  vices,  and  be  led  progreffively  on  to  civi- 
lization and  gentlenefs,  to  the  knowledge  of  truth, 
and  the  praftice  of  virtue.  This  picture  is  fo  pleaf- 
ing  to  the  imagination,  that  every  humane  and  re- 
flecting mind  muff  wifh  it  may  be  realized  ■,  but  I 
am  afraid  it  is  the  mere  creation  of  the  fancy — 
“ the  fabrick  of  a vifion  !”  Experience  has  de- 
monftrated,  that  a wild  and  lawlefs  freedom  affords 
no  means  of  improvement,  either  mental  or  moral. 
The  Charaibes  of  St.  Vincent,  and  the  Maroon 
negroes  of  Jamaica,  were  originally  enflaved  Afri- 
cans ; and  what  they  now  are , the  freed  negroes  of 
St.  Domingo  will  hereafter  be — favages  in  the  midfl 
of  focjety;  without  peace,  fecurity,  agriculture, 
or  property ; ignorant  of  the  duties  of  life,  and  un- 
acquainted with  all  the  foft  and  endearing  relations 
which  render  it  definable  ; averfe  to  labour,  though 
frequently  perifhing  of  want ; fufpicious  of  each 
other,  and  towards  the  reft  of  mankind  revengeful 
and  faithlefs,  remorfelefs  and  bloody  minded  ; pre- 
tending to  be  free,  while  groaning  beneath  the  ca- 
pricious 
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pricious  defpotifm  of  their  chiefs,  and  feeling  all  c 
the  miferies  of  fervitude,  without  the  benefits  of 
fubordination ! 

If  what  I have  thus — not  haftily,  but — delibe- 
rately predicted,  concerning  the  fate  of  this  unfor- 
tunate country,  fhall  be  verified  by  the  event,  all 
other  reflections  muft  yield  to  the  prefling  confider- 
ation  how  belt  to  obviate  and  defeat  the  influence 
which  fo  dreadful  an  example  of  fuccefsful  revolt 
and  triumphant  anarchy  may  have  in  our  own 
iflands.  This  is  a fubjeCt  which  will  foon  force 
itfelf  on  the  moft  ferious  attention  of  Government ; 
and  I am  of  opinion,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the 
co-operation  of  the  Britifh  parliament  with  the  co- 
lonial legiflatures  can  meet  its  emergency.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  objeCt  is  in- 
finitely too  important,  and  the  means  and  refources 
of  France  much  too  powerful  and  abundant,  to 
fluffier  a doubt  to  remain  concerning  the  ultimate 
accomplifhment  of  her  views,  in  feizing  on  the 
whole  of  this  extenfive  country  : if  we  can  fuppofe 
that  (convinced  at  length,  by  painful  experience, 
of  the  monftrous  folly  of  fuddenly  emancipating 
barbarous  men,  and  placing  them  at  once  in  all  the 
complicated  relations  of  civil  fociety)  fhe  will  finally 
fucceed  in  reducing  the  vafl:  body  of  fugitive  ne- 
groes to  obedience;  and  in  eftablifhing  fecurity, 
fubordination,  and  order,  under  a conftitution  of 
government  fuited  to  the  aCtual  condition  of  the 
various  daffies  of  the  inhabitants : — if  fuch  fhall  be 
her  good  fortune,  it  will  not  require  the  endow- 
ment of  prophecy  to  foretel  the  relult.  The  mid- 
dling. 
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dling,  and  who  are  commonly  the  moft  induftrious, 
clafs  of  Planters,  throughout  every  illand  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  allured  by  the  cheapnefs  of  the  land 
and  the  fuperior  fertility  of  the  foil,  will  affuredly 
feek  our  fettlements  in  St.  Domingo;  and  a Weft 
Indian  empire  will  fix  itfelf  in  this  noble  ifland,  to 
which,  in  a few  Ihort  years,  all  the  tropical  poflef- 
fions  of  Europe  will  be  found  fubordinate  and  tri- 
butary. Placed  in  the  centre  of  Britifh  and  Spanilh 
America,  and  fituated  to  windward  of  thofe  terri- 
tories of  either  nation  which  are  moft  valuable, 
while  the  commerce  of  both  muft  exift  only  by  its 
good  pleafure,  all  the  riches  of  Mexico  will  be 
wholly  at  its  difpofal.  Then  will  the  vaffal  Spa- 
niard lament,  when  it  is  too  late,  the  thoughtlefs 
and  improvident  furrender  he  has  made,  and  Great 
Britain  find  leifure  to  refledl  how  deeply  (he  is  her- 
felf  concerned  in  the  conlequences  of  it.  The  di- 
lemma is  awful,  and  the  final  iifue  known  only  to 
that  omnifcient  Power,  in  whofe  hand  is  the  fate  of 
empires ! But  whatever  the  iflue  may  be, — in  all 
the  varieties  of  fortune, — in  all  events  and  circum- 
ftances,  whether  profperous  or  adverfe, — it  infinite- 
ly concerns  both  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Britith  colonies, — I cannot 
repeat  it  too  often, — to  derive  admonition  from  the 
ftory  before  us.  To  great  Britain  I would  intimate, 
that  if,  difregarding  the  prefent  example,  encou- 
ragement fhall  continue  to  be  given  to  the  peftilent 
dodtrines  of  thofe  hot-brained  fanaticks,  and  deteft- 
able  incendiaries,  w'ho,  under  the  vile  pretence  of 
philanthropy  and  zeal  for  the  interefts  of  fuffering 
i humanity, 
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humanity,  preach  up  rebellion  and  murder  to  the  c iia  p. 
contented  and  orderly  negroes  in  our  own  territo-  xii. 
ries,  what  elfe  can  be  expected,  but  that  the  fame 
dreadful  feenes  of  carnage  and  defolation,  which 
we  have  contemplated  in  St.  Domingo,  will  be 
renewed  among  our  countrymen  and  relations 
in  the  Brit  ilia  Weft  Indies?  May  God  Almighty, 
of  his  infinite  mercy,  avert  the  evil ! To  the  reft- 
dent  Planters  I addrefs  myfelf  with  Hill  greater  fo- 
licitude ; and,  if  it  were  in  my  power,  would  exhort 
them,  “ with  more  than  mortal  voice,”  to  rife 
above  the  foggy  atmofphere  of  local  prejudices,  and, 
by  a generous  furrender  of  temporary  advantages, 
do  that,  which  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in 
the  pride  and  plenitude  of  imperial  dominion,  can- 
not effeeft,  and  ought  not  to  attempt.  I call  on 
them,  with  the  fincerityand  the  affeCtion  of  a bro- 
ther, of  themfelves  to  reftrain,  limit  and  finally 
abolifh  the  further  introduction  of  enflaved  men 
from  Africa; — not  indeed  by  meafures  of  fudden 
violence  and  injuftice,  difregarding  the  many 
weighty  and  complicated  interefts  which  are  in- 
volved in  the  iffiie ; but  by  means  which,  though 
flow  and  gradual  in  their  operation,  will  be  ture  and 
certain  in  their  effeCt.  The  Colonial  Legiflatures, 
by  their  lituation  and  local  knowledge,  are  alone 
competent  to  this  great  and  glorious  talk  : and  this 
example  of  St.  Domingo,  and  the  dictates  of  felf- 
prefervation,  like  the  hand-w'riting  againfl  the  wall, 
warn  them  no  longer  to  delay  it!  Towards  the 
poor  negroes  over  whom  the  ftatutes  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  accidents  of  fortune,  and  the  laws  of  in- 
Vol.  III.  P heritance. 
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chap,  heritance,  have  inverted  them  with  power,  theif 
xir.  general  condutl  for  the  laft  twenty  years  (notwith- 
' v J ftanding  the  foul  calumnies  with  which  they  have 
been  loaded)  may  court  enquiry,  and  bid  defiance 
to  cenfure.  A perfeverance  in  the  fame  benevolent 
fyftem,  progreflively  leading  the  objects  of  it  to  ci- 
vilization and  mental  improvement,  preparatory  to 
greater  indulgence,  is  all  that  humanity  can  re- 
quire; for  it  is  all  that  prudence  can  dictate.  Thus 
will  the  Planters  prepare  a Ihield  of  defence  againrt 
their  enemies,  and  fecure  to  themfelves  that  fere- 
nity  and  elevation  of  mind,  which  arife  from  an  ap- 
proving confidence  ; producing  aflurance  in  hope, 
and  confolation  in  adverfity.  Their  perfecutors  and 
flanderers  in  the  mean  time  will  be  difregarded  or 
forgotten  ; for  calumny,  though  a great,  is  a tem- 
porary evil,  but  truth  and  juftice  will  prove  trium- 
phant and  eternal  1 


ILLUSTRATIONS, 


[ an  1 


ILLUSTRATIONS,  AND  ADDITIONAL 

NOTES, 

TO  THE 

HISTORICAL  SURVEY 

O F 

ST  DOMINGO. 


The  following  TABLES  were  drawn  up  by  order  of  the  Legiflative 
Aflemblyof  France,  which  met  the  ift  of  Oflober  1791,  and  feem  to 
have  been  framed  in  the  view  of  afcertaining  the  aftual  (late  of  the  Co- 
lony, and  its  Commerce,  immediately  before  the  breaking  out  of  the 
rebellion  of  the  Negroes  in  the  month  of  Augult  of  that  year.  The  totals 
will  be  found  to  differ,  in  fome  of  the  particulars,  from  the  ftatement 
which  has  been  given  in  the  preceding  pages.  The  difference  arifes 
partly  from  the  a£lual  change  of  circumftances,  in  the  courfe  of  two  years 
which  intervened  between  the  periods  when  each  ftatement  was  made  up, 
and  partly,  I am  afraid,  from  errors  and  omiflions  of  my  own. 
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Etit  des  Demies  de  S'  Domlngue  expotties  en  France  depuis  le  i«  Janvier  1791  au  31  Decembre  Inclnfivement. 
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ADDITIONAL  TABLES, 


Containing  Information  not  comprehended  in  the  preceding; 
Collected  by  the  Author  when  at  Cape  Francois, 
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No.  IV. 

TRADE  of  the  Fiench  Part  of  St.  Domingo  with  old  France. 
Imports  for  the  Year  1788. 


Quantity. 

Nature  of  Goods. 

Amount  in 
Hifpaniola 
Currency. 

j 86,759 

Barrels  of  Flour  - - - - - 

Liv. 

12,271,24.7 

1,366 

Quintals  of  Bifcuit  ----- 

33,68+ 

3>3°9 

Ditto  - - Cheefe  - - - 

217, +JO 

2,04+ 

Diito  - - Wax  Candles  - - 

602,010 

i7>i ;+ 

Ditto  - - Soap  ----- 

1,589,985 

1 6,896 

Ditto  - - Tallow  Candles  - - 

1>+79>51° 

20,76,2 

Ditto  - - Oil  ----- 

1)973)75° 

1>359 

Ditto  - - Tallow  - - - - 

55>77o 

J'21,507 

Calks  of  Wine  ------ 

1 3,6  1 0,960 

7,020 

Ca,es  of  D°  - ----- 

53+, 770 

5, 732 

Calks  of  Beer  ------ 

318,175 

C,i74 

Hampers  of  Beer  ----- 

157,380 

J°,375 

Caies  of  Cordials  ----- 

3+0,070 

6.9  37 

Ankers  of  Brandy  ----- 

1+0,238 

2,28+ 

Ditto  of  Vinegar  - - - 

23,78+ 

19  457 

Balkets  of  Anifeed  Liquor  - - 

254>398 

5 '99  9 

Quintals  of  Vegetables  - 

322,130 

14)6 1 3 

Cafes  of  preferred  Fruit  - - - 

320, +77 

2, +36 

Quintals  of  Cod  Fifh  - - - - 

85,607 

1,308 

Ditto  - - Salt  Fifh  - - - 

26,700 

1 7,21 9 

Ditto  - - Butter  - - - - 

1,650,150 

?+,26i 

Ditto  - - Salt  Beef  - 

998,300 

i+s  7 3 “ 

Ditto  - - Salt  Pork  - 

1,101,395 

4)3  5i 

Ditto  - - Ditto  ----- 

376,560 

1,627 

Ditto  - - Hams  - - - 

1 77j34° 

Dry  Goods,  viz.  Linens,  Wool- 
lens, Silks,  Cottons,  andManu- 
faftures  of  all  kinds  - 
Sundry  other  Articles,  valued  at  - 

39,008,600 

8,685,600 

Amount  of  all  the  Goods  imported 

86,41+, 0+0 

Thefe  Importations  were  made  in  580  Velfels,  meafming  together 
189,679  Toils,  or  by  Average  325  ~ Tons  each  Veffei ; -viz. 


22+ 

J-9 

90 

80 

1 9 

1 1 


from  Bourdeaux 
from  Names, 
troin  Marl'eilles. 
from  Havre  de  Grace, 
from  Dunkirk., 
from  St.  ivlalo. 


10  from  Bayonne. 

5 from  La  Rochelle. 
3 from  Harden  r. 

2 from  Cherbourg. 
2 from  Croific. 


1 fom  Dieppe. 

1 from  Rouen. 

1 from  Granville. 
1 bom  Cette. 

1 fromKhedon. 


Add  to  the  580  VefTels  from  France,  98  from  the  Coaft  of  Africa, 
and  the  French  Part  of  Hifpaniola  will  be  found  to  have  employed 
678  VefTels  belonging  to  France  in  the  year  1788. 
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No.  V. 

Foreign  TRADE  in  1788  (exclufive  of  the  Spanifli.) 

Imported  by  Foreigners  (Spaniards  excepted)  to 

the  Amount  of  - --  --  --  --  6,821,707  Livres. 

Exported  by  the  fame  4,409,922 

Difference  - - - - - - 2,411,785 


N.  B.  This  Trade  employed  765  fmall  Veffels,  meafuring  55,745  Tons. 
The  Average  is  73  Tons  each.  Veffels  from  North  America  (American 
built)  are  comprehended  in  it ; but  there  were  alfo  employed  in  the 
North  American  Trade  45  French  Veffels,  meafuring  3,475  Tons 
(the  Average  77  Tons  each),  which  exported  to  North  America 


Colonial  Produfts,  Value  ------  525,571  Livres. 

And  imported  in  return  Goods  to  the  Amount  of  - 465,081 

Difference  - ------  60,490 


Spanilh  TRADE  in  1788. 


259  Span i(h  Veffels,  meafuring  15,417  Tons,  or  59  Tons  each,  imported 
to  the  Amount  of  (chiefly  Bullion)  - - - 9,717,1 13 

And  exported  Negro  Slaves,  and  Goods,  chiefly  Eu- 

ropean  Manufafluies,  to  the  Amount  of  - - 5,587,515 

Difference  -----  . - 4,129,598 


N.  B.  This  is  exclufive  of  the  Inland  Trade  with  the  Spaniards,  of  which 
there  is  nc  Account, 
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No.  VI. 

AFRICAN  TRADE. 


NEGROES  imported  into  the  French  Part  of  Hispaniola,  in  1788. 


Ports  of 
Importation. 

Men. 

Women. 

I 

Boys. 

CO 

0 

| Amount. 

Num.  of 
[ Veifels. 

Port  an  Prince 

4>732 

2,256 

764 

541 

8,293 

24 

St.  Marc 

1,66  3 

645 

230 

60 

2,600 

8 

Lecgane  ... 

1,651 

798 

469 

327 

3,246 

9 

Jeremie  - - - 

88 

75 

23 

18 

204. 

I 

0 

to 

1 

1,624 

872 

G245 

849 

4,59° 

19 

Cape  Francois  r 

5>9 1 3 

2>394 

i,5«4 

752 

10,573 

37 

15,674 

7,040 

4,245 

2,547 

29,506 

98 

In  1787,  30,839  Negroes  were  imported  into  the  French  Part  of  St 

Domingo. 

The29,jo6  Negroes  imported  in  1788,  were  fold  for  61,936,190  Liyres 
(Hifpaniola  Currency)  which  on  an  average  is  2,099  liv,  as.  each,  being 
about  £.6 o.  fterling. 
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CHAP.  IV.  p.  si. 

It  was  df covered , however , about  nine  months  afterwards , c H A p 
that  this  rnofl  unfortunate  young  man  (Oge)  had  made  a full  IV< 
confeffon.  His  lajl  folemn  declaration , fworn  to  and  figned 
£y  himfelf  the  day  before  his  execution , wax  actually  pro* 
ducedi  &c. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  this  important  document. 

TESTAMENT  DE  MORT  D’OGE. 

Extrait  des  minutes  du  Confeil  Superieur  du  Cap, 

Pan  mil  fept  cent  quatre-vingt-onze  et  le  neuf  mars, 
nous  Antoine-Etienne  Ruotte,  confeiller  du  roi,  doyen 
au  Confeil  Superieur  du  Cap,  et  Marie-Francois  Pour- 
chereffe  de  Vertieres,  auffi  confeiller  du  roi  au  Confeil 
Superieur  du  Cap,  commiflaires  nommes  par  la  cour, 
a 1’efFet  de  faire  executer  l’arret  de  la  dite  cour,  du  5 du 
prefent  mois,  portant  condamnation  de  mort  contre  le 
nomine  Jacques  Oge,  dit  Jacquot,  quarteron  libre; 
lequel,  etant  en  la  chambre  criminelle,  et  apres  Ieflure 
faite  du  dit  arret,  en  ce  qui  le  concerne,  a dit  et  declare, 
pour  la  decharge  de  fa  confcience,  ferment  prealable- 
ment  par  lui  prete,  la  main  levee  devant  nous,  de  dire 
verite. 


QUJ  E dans  le  commencement  du  mois  de  fevrier  dernier, 
fi  les  rivieres  n’avoient  pas  ete  debordees,  il  devoit  fe  faire 
un  actroupement  de  gens  de  couleur,  qui  devoient  entrainer 
avec  eux  les  ateliers,  et  devoient  venir  fondre  fur  la  ville  du 

Cap 
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chap.  Cap  en  nombre  tres  confiderable  ; qu’ils  etoient  meme  deja 
IV*  reunis  ati  nombre  de  onze  mille  hommes ; que  le  deborde- 
P'  $1'  ment  des  rivieres  eft  le  feul  obftacle  qui  les  a empeches  dc 
fereunir;  cette  quantite  d’hommes  de  eouleur  etant  com- 
pofe'e  de  ceux  du  Mirebalais,  de  l’Artibonite,  du  Limbe, 
d’Quanaminthe,  de  la  Grands  Riviere,  et  generalement  de 
toute  la  Colonie.  Qu’a  cette  epoque,  il  etoit  forti  du  Cap 
cent  hommes  de  eouleur  pour  fe  joindre  a cette  troupe.  Que 
Taccufe  eft  afliire  que  les  auteurs  de  cette  revolte  font  le9 
Declains,  negres  libres  de  la  Grande-Riviere,  accufes  au 
proces  ; Dumas,  n.  1. ; Yvon,  n.  1.;  Bitozin,  m.  1.  efpag- 
nol  ; Pierre  Godard  et  Jean-Baptifte,  fon  frere,  n.  1.  de  la 
Grande-Riviere;  Legrand  Mazeau  et  Touflaint  Mazeau, 
n.  1. ; Pierre  Mauzi,  nr.  1. ; Ginga  Lapaire,  Charles  Lama- 
dieu,  les  Sabourins,  Jean  Pierre  Goudy,  Jofeph  Lucas,  mu- 
ldtres  libres  ; Maurice,  n.  1. ; tous  accufes  au  proces. 

Que  les  grands  moteurs,  au  bas  de  la  cote,  font  les  nommes 
Daguin,  accufe  au  proces  ; Rebel,  demeurant  au  Mireba- 
lais ; Pinchinat,  accufe  au  proces  ; Labaftille,  egalement  ac- 
cufe au  proces  ; et  que  1’accufe,  ici  prefent,  croit  devoir 
nous  declarer  etre  un  des  plus  ardens  partifans  de  la  revolte, 
qui  a mu  en  grande  partie  celie  qui  a eclate  dans  les  environs 
de  Saint-Marc,  et  qui  cherche  a en  exciter  une  nouvelle; 
qu’il  y a dans  ce  moment  plufieurs  gens  de  eouleur,  dans 
differens  quartiers,  bien  refolus  a tenir  a leurs  projets,  mal- 
gre  que  ceux  qui  tremperoient  dans  la  revolte  perdroient 
la  vie  ; que  l’accufe,  ici  prefent,  ne  peut  pas  fe  reftouvenir 
dunomdetous;  mais  qu’il  fe  rappelle  que  le  fils  de  La- 
place, q.  1.  ; dont  lui  accufe  a vu  la  foeur  dans  les  prifons,  a 
quitte  le  L:mbe  pour  after  faire  des  recrues  dans  le  quartier 
d’  Ouananrinthe ; et  que  ces  recrues  et  ces  foulevemens  de 
gens  de  eouleur  font  foutenus  ici  par  la  prefence  des  nommes 
Fleury  et  THirondelle  Viard,  deputes  des  gens  de  eouleur 
aupres  de  Taftemblee  nationale  ; que  lui  accufe,  ici  prefent, 
ignore  fi  les  deputes  fe  tiennent  chez  eux  ; qu’il  croit  que 
le  nomme  Fleury  fe  tient  au  Mirebalais,  et  le  nomme  THi- 
rondelle Viard  dansle  quartier  de  la  Grande-Riviere. 
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Que  lui  accufe,  ici  prefent,  declare  que  l’infurretftion  des  chap.' 
revokes  exifte  dans  les  fouterrains  qui  fe  trouvent  entre  la  iv. 
Crete  a Marcan  et  le  Canton  du  Giromon,  paroiiTe  de  la  P* 
Grande-Riviere;  qu’en  confequence,  ft  lui  accufe  pouvoit  # 

etre  conduit  fur  les  lieux,  il  fe  feroit  fort  de  prendre  les  chefs 
des  revokes;  que  l’agitation  dans  laquelle  ii  fe  trouve,  re- 
lativement  a fa  pofition  adluelle,  ne  lui  permet  pas  de  nous 
donner  des  details  plus  circonftancies  ; qu’il  nous  les  don- 
nera  par  la  fuite,  lorfqu’il  fera  un  peu  plus  tranquil;  qu’il 
lui  vient  en  ce  moment  a l’efprit  que  le  nomme  Caftaing, 
muldtre  libre  de  cette  dependance  ; ne  le  trouve  compris  en 
aucune  maniere  dans  1’affaire  adfuelle  ; mais  que  lui  accufe, 
nous  allure  que  ft  fon  frere  Oge  eut  fuivi  Pimpulfion  du  dit 
Caftaing,  il  fe  feroit  porte  a de  bien  plus  grandes  extremites; 
qui  eft  tout  ce  qu’il  nous  a dit  pouvoir  nous  declarer  dans  ce 
moment,  dont  lui  avoirs  donne  adte,  qu’il  a figne  avec  nous 
et  le  greiHer. 

Signe  ala  minute  J.  OGE’,  RUOTTE,  POURCHE- 
RitSSE  DE  VERT  IERES,  et  EANDAIS,  grefner. 

Extrait  des  minutes  du  greffe  du  Confei!  Superieur  du. 

Cap,  Pan  mil  fept  cent  quatre- vingt-onze,  le  dix  mars,  trois 
heures  de  relevee,  en  la  chambrc  criminelle,  nous  Antoine- 
Etienne  Ruotte,  confeiller  du  roi,  doyen  du  Confeil  Supe- 
rieur du  Cap,  et  Mane-Franqois-Jofeph  de  Vertieres,  aufk 
confeiller  du  roi  au  dit  Confeil  Superieur  du  Cap,  commif- 
faires  no  nmes  par  la  cour,  fuivant  Parret  de  ce  jour,  rendu 
furies  conclufions  du  procureur  general  du  roi  de  ladite  cour, 
a l’effei  de  proceder  au  recolement  de  la  declaration  faite  par 
le  nomme  Jacques  Oge,  q.  1. ; lequel,  apres  ferment  par  lui 
fait,  la  main  levee  devant  nous  de  dire  la  verite,  et  apres  lui 
avoir  fait  le&ure,  par  le  greiSer,  de  la  declaration  du  jour 
d’hier,  Pavons  interpelie  de  nous  declarer  ft  la  bite  declara- 
tion contient  verite,  s’il  veut  n’y  rien  ajouter,  n’y  diminuer, 
et  s’il  y perftfte. 

A repondu  que  la  dite  declaration  du  jour  d’hier  contient 
verite,  qu’il  v perftfte,  et  qu’il  y ajoute  que  les  deux  Didiers 

freres, 
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chap,  freres,  dont  1'un  plus  grand  que  I’autre,  mulatres  ou  quar-* 
terons  libres,  ne  les  ayant vu  que  cette  fois;  Jean-Pierre 
* ~*  **_■  Gerard,  m.  ].  du  Cap,  et  Caton,  m.  1.  aufli  du  Cap,  font  em- 

ployes a gagner  les  ateliers  dela  Grande— Riviere,  qu’ils  font 
enfemble  de  jour,  et  que  de  nuit  ils  font  difperfes. 

Ajoute  encore  que  lors  de  fa  confrontation  avec  Jacques 
Lucas,  il  a ete  dit  par  ce  dernier,  que  lui  accufe,  ici  prefent, 
1’avoit  menace  de  le  faire  pendre  ; a quoi,  lui  accufe,  a re- 
pondu  au  dit  Jacques  Lucas,  qu’il  devoit  favoir  pour- 
quoi  que  le  dit  Jacques  Lucas,  n’ayant  pas  infifte,  lui  ac- 
cufe n’a  pas  declare  le  motif  de  cette  menace,  pour  ne  pas 
perdreledit  Jacques  Lucas;  qu’il  nous  declare  les  chofes 
comme  dies  fe  font  pafiees  ; que  le  dit  Lucas  lui  ayant  dit 
qu’il  avoit  fouleve  les  ateliers  de  M.  Bonamy  et  de  divers 
autres  habitans  de  la  Grande-Riviere,  pour  aller  egorger 
I’annee  chez  M.  Cardineau  ; qu’au  premier  coup  de  cornc, 
il  etoit  fur  que  ces  ateliers  s’attrouperoient  et  fe  joir.droient 
a la  troupe  des  gens  de  couleur ; alors  lui  accufe,  tenant 
aux  blancs,  fut  revoke  de  cette  barbarie,  et  dit  au  nomme 
Jacques  Lucas,  que  l’auteur  d’un  pareil  projet  meritoit 
d’etre  pendu  ; qu’il  eut  a l’inftant  a faire  rentrer  les  negres 
qu’il  avoit  appofte  dans  differens  coins  avec  des  cornes  ; quo 
lui  accufe,  ici  prefent,  nous  declare  qu’il  a donne  au  dit  Lu- 
cas trois  pomponelles  de  tafia,  trois  bouteilles  de  vin  et  du 
pain;  qu’il  ignoroit  l’ufage  que  le  dit  Lucas  en’faifoit ; que 
la  troifieme  fois  que  le  dit  Lucas  en  vint  chercher  ; lui  ac- 
cufe, ici  prefent,  lui  ayant  demande  ce  qu’il  faifoit  de  ces 
bciffons  et  vivres  ; le  dit  Lucas  repondit  que  c’ctoit  pour 
les  negres  qu’i!  avoit  difperie  de  cote  et  d’autre;  que  ce  qui 
prouve  que  le  dit  Lucas  avoit  le  projet  de  foulever  les  negres 
efclaves  contre  les  blancs,  et  de  faire  egorger  ces  derniers 
par  les  premiers  ; c’eft  la  propofition  qu’il  fit  a Vincent  Oge, 
frere  de  lui  accufe,  de  venirfur  l’habitation  de  lui  Jacques  Lu- 
cas, pour  etre  plus  a portee  de  fe  joindre  aux  negres  qu’il 
avoit  debauche  ; que  ti  lui  accufe  n’a  pas  revele  ces  faits  a fa 
confrontation  avec  le  dit  Jacques  Lucas,  c’eft  qu’il  s’eft  ap- 
per^u  qu’ils  n’etoient  pas  conn  us,  et  qu’il  n’a  pas  voulu  le 

perdre  j 
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perdre  ; qu’il  a da  moins  la  fatisfadlion  d’avoir  detourne  ce  chap. 
crime  horrible  et  cannibaje  ; qu’il  s’etoit  referve  de  reveler  iv. 
enjuftice,  lors  de  fon  elargiffement;  que  ce  meme  Lucas  eft  P’  51* 
fcelui  qui  a voulu  couper  la  tete  a deux  blancs  prifonniers,  et 
notamment  au  fieur  Belifie,  pour  lui  avoir  enleve  une  fem- 
me ; que  Pierre  Roubert  ota  le  fabre  des  mains  de  Jacques 
Lucas,  et  appella  Vincent  Qge,  frere  de  lui  accufe,  ici 
prefent,  qui  fit  des  remontrances  audit  Lucas;  que  cepen- 
dant  ces  prifonniers  ont  declares  en  juflice  que  c’etoit  lui 
accufe  qui  avoir  eu  ce  deffein  ; que  meme  a la  confrontation 
ils  le  lui  ont  foutenu  ; mais  que  le  fait  s’etant  paffe  de  nuit, 
les  dits  prifonniers  sont  pris,  lui  accufe,  pour  ledit  Lucas,  tan- 
dis  que  lui  accufe  n’a  ceffe  de  lescombler  d’honnetetes ; qu’a 
la  confrontation,  lui  accufe  a cru  qu’il  etoit  fuffifant  dedire 
que  ce  n’etoitpas  lui,  et  d’affirmer  qu’il  n’avoit  jamais  connu 
Cette  femme  ; rnais  qu’aujoUrd’hui  ilfe  croyoit  oblige,  pour 
la  decharge  de  fa  confcierice,  de  nous  rendre  les  faits  tels 
qu’ils  font,  et  d’infifter  a jurer  qu’il  ne  l’a  jamais  connue. 

Ajoute  l’accufe  que  le  nomme  Fleury  et  PerilTe,  le  pre- 
mier, 1’un  des  deputes  des  gens  de  couleur  pres  de  l’af- 
femblee  nationale,  font  arrives  en  cette  Colonie  par  un  ba~ 
timent  Bordelais  avec  le  nomme  l’Hirondelle  Viard;  que  le 
capitainea  mis  les  deux  premiers  a Acquin,  chez  un  nomme 
Dupont,  homme  de  couleur ; et  le  nomme  1’Hirondelle 
Viard,  egalement  depute  des  gens  de  couleur,  au  Cap. 

Ajoute  encore  l’accufe,  qu’il  nous  avoit  declare,  lejour 
d’hier,  que  le  nomme  Laplace,  dont  le  pere  eft  ici  dans  les 
prifons,  faifimt  des  recrues  a Ouanamhlthe,  eft  du  nombre 
de  ceux  qui  ont  marche  du  Limbe  contre  le  Cap;  que  pour 
eloigner  les  foupqons,  il  eft  alle  au  Port-Margot,  ou  il  s’eft 
tenu  cache  plufieurs  jours,  feignant  d’avoir  une  fluxion ; 
que  le  dit  Laplace  pere  a dit,  a lui  accufe,  qu’il  etoit  fur  que 
fon  voifin,  qui  eft  un  blanc,  ne  depofera  pas  contre  lui, 
malgre  qu'il  fache  routes  fes  demarches  ; qu’il  etcrit  affine 
que  le  nomme  Girardeau,  detenu  en  prifon,  ne  declareroit 
rien,  parce  qu’il  etoit  trop  fon  ami  pour  le  decouvrir ; qu’en- 

Vol.  Ill,  CL  fuite, 
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flute,  s’il  le  denoncoit,  il  feroit  force  d’en  denoncer  beads* 
coup  d’autres,  tant  du  Limbe  que  des  autres  quartiers. 

Obferve  l’accufe  que  lorfqu’il  nous  a park  des  moyens 
employes  par  Jacques  Lucas  pour  foulever  les  negres  efclaves, 
il  a omis  de  nous  dire  que  Pierre  Maury  avoir  envoye  une 
trentaine  d’efclaves  chez  Lucas;  quelui  accufe,  avec  Pagre- 
tuentd’Oge  le  jeurie,  foil  frere,  les  renvoya,  ce  qui  occafi- 
onna  une  plainte  generate,  les  gensde  couleur  difant  que  c’e- 
toit  du  renfort ; que  lui  accufe  eut  meme  a cette  occafion 
une  rixeavec  le  plus  grand  des  Didiers,  avec  lequel  il  man- 
quade  fe  battre  au  piftolet,  pour  vouloir  lui  foutenir  qu’e- 
tant  libre  et  cherchant  a etre  affimile  aux  blancs,  il  n’etoit 
pas  fait  pour  etre  affimile  aux  negres  efc'aves  ; que  d’ailleurs 
foulevant  les  efclaves,  c’etoit  dctruire  les  proprietes  des 
blancs,  et  qu’en  les  detruifant,  ils  dftruifoient  les  leurs  pro- 
pres  ; que  depuis  que  lui  accufe  etoit  dans  les  prilons,  il  a 
Vu  un  petit  billet  ecrit  par  ledit  Pierre  Maury  a Jean-Fran- 
qois  Teffier,  par  lequel  1 lui  marque  qu’il  continue  a ra- 
mafier,  et  que  le  negre  nomrr.e  Coquin,  alia  a la  dame  veuve 
Caftaing  ainee,  arme  d’une  paire  de  piftolets  garnis  en  ar- 
gent et  d’une  manchette  que  le  dit  Maury  lui  a donnee,  veiile 
a tout  ce  qui  fe  paffe,  et  rend  compte  tous  les  foirs  audit 
Maury;  qui  eft  tout  ce  que  l’accule,  ici  prefent,  nous  de- 
clare, en  nous  coujurant  d’etre  perfuades  que,  s’il  lui  etoit 
poffible  d’obtenir  miiericorde,  il  s’expoferoit  volontiers  a 
tous  les  dangers  pour  Lire  arreter  les  chefs  de  ces  revokes  ; 
et  que  dans  toutes  les  circonftances,  il  prouvera  fon  zele  et 
fon  refpeft  pour  les  blancs. 

Lecture  a lui  faite  de  fa  declaration,  dans  laquelle  il 
perfifte  pour  contenir  verite,  lui  en  donnons  a£te,  qu’il  a 
figne  avec  nous  et  le  greffier. 

Signe  a la  minute  J.  OGE’,  RUOTTF,  POUCHE- 
RESSES  DE  VERTIERES,  et  LAND  A1S,  greffier. 

Pour  expedition  collationee,  figne,  LANDAIS,  greffier. 


A Copy  of  the  preceding  document,  the  exigence  o£ 
which  I had  often  heard  of,  but  very  much  doubted,  was 

tranf- 
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tranfmitted  to  me  from  St.  Domingo  in  the  month  of  July  c 
1795,  inclofed  in  a letter  from  a gentleman  of  that  illand, 
whofe  attachment  to  the  Britifh  cannot  be  fufpedted,  and 
whofe  means  for  information  were  equal  to  any  : This  Let- 
ter is  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted,  and  I hope,  as  I conceal 
his  name,  that  the  writer  will  pardon  its  publication:  It 

here  follows. 

Je  vous  envoye  ci  joint,  le  teftament  de  Jaques  Oge  ex- 
ecute au  Cap  le  9 Mars  1791.  Void  mes  reflexions  fur  les 
dates  et  les  faits  : 

1 °.  Jaques  Oge  depofe  le  projet  connu  depuis  long  terns 
par  les  BrilTotins  dont  il  etoit  un  des  Agents.  II  nomme 
les  chefs  des  Mulatres,  qui  dans  toutes  les  parties  de 
3a  Colonie  devoient  executer  un  plan  digne  des  Sup- 
pots  de  1’enfer. 

2°.  II  depofe  que  I’abondance  des  pluies  et  les  crues 
des  rivieres  avoient  empeche  l’execution  du  projet  au 
tnois  de  Fevrier. 

30.  II  declare  que  fi  on  veut  lui  accorder  mifericordes 
il  s’expofera  aux  dangers  de  faire  arreter  les  chefs. 

Oge  eft  exe'cute,  avecvingtde  fes  complices,  le  9 Mars 
1791.  Son  teftament  eft  garde  fecret  jufqu’a  la  fin  de 
1791  (apres  l’incendie  generale  de  la  partie  du  Nord)  qu’un 
arrete  de  l’Afiemblee  Coloniale  oblige  imperieufement  le 
Greffier  du  Confeil  du  Cap  a en  delivrer  des  copies.  Que 
conclure  ? Helas,  que  les  coupables  font  aufli  nombreux 
qu’atroces  et  cruels  ! 

scrs.  Coupables : Les  homines  de  couleur  nommes  par  3a 
depofition  d’  Oge. 

2.  (et  au  moins  autant  s’ils  nefont  plus.)  Le  Confeil  du 
Cap,  qui  a ole  faire  executer  Oge,  et  qui  a garde  le  fecret 
fur  fes  depofitions  fi  interreflantes. 

0.2  3-  L« 
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3.  Le  General  Blanchelande  et  tous  les  chefs  militaires 
qui  n’ont  pas  fait  arreter  fur  le  champ  toutes  les  perfonnesde 
Couleur  nommees  par  Oge  et  ne  les  ont  pas  confrontees  avec 
leur  accufateur.  Mais  non:  on  a precipite  l’execution  du  mal- 
heureux  Oge;  on  a garde  un  fecret  dont  la  publicitefauveroit 
la  Colonie.  On  a laifle  libres  tous  les  chefs  des  revokes  ; 
on  les  a laifle  pour  fuivre  leurs  projets  deftrudlifs. 

Si  les  Chets  militaires,  le  confeil,  les  magiftrats  civiis, 
avoient  fait  arreter  au  mois  de  Mars  1791,  les  Mulatres 
Pinchinat,  Caitaing,  Viard,  et  tous  les  autres,  ils  n’auroient 
pas  pu  confommer  leur  crime  le  25  A out  fuivant.  Les  Re- 
gimens de  Normandie  et  d’Artois  qui  venoient  d’arriver 
de  France,  etoient  aflez  forts  pour  arreter  tous  les  gens  de 
couleur  coupables,  et  s’ils  ne  l’avoient  pas  ete,  et  que  ce 
fut  le  motif,  qui  eut  empeche  Blanchelande  d’agir,  pour- 
quoi  Blanchelande  envoyat  fl,  au  mois  de  Mai  1791,  des 
troupes  de  ligne  que  lui  envovoitdela  Martinique,  M.  de 
Be'nague  ? 

La  ferie  de  tous  ces  faits  prouve  evidemment  la  coalition  des 
contre  revolutionaires  avec  les  Mulatres,  dont  ils  ont  ete  la 
dupe,  et  la  vidtime  apres  I’arrivee  des  Commifl'aires  Polverel 
et  Santhonax, 


C H A P.  VI.  p.  85. 

A truce  or  convention  called  the  concordat  was  agreed 
upon  the  I \th  of  September  between  the  free  people  of  colour  and 
the  white  inhabitants  of  Port-au-Prince , (Ac.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a true  copy  of  this  curious  and  important  docu- 
ment : 


Concordat  de  MM.  les  citoyens  blancs  du  Port-au- 
Prince  avec  MM.  les  citoyens  de  couleur. 

L’AN  mil  fept  cent  quatre-vingt-onze,  & le  onze  du 
mois  de  Septembre. 

Les  commifl'aires  de  la  garde  nationale  des  citoyens  blancs 
du  Port-au-Prince,  d’unepart; 
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Et  les  commiflaires  de  la  garde  nationale  des  citcyens  de 
couleur,  d’autre  part  r et  ceux  fondes  de  pouvoir  par  arrete  de 
ce  jour,  & du  neuf  Septembre  prefent  mois. 

Aflembles  fur  la  place  d’armes  du  bourg  de  la  Croix- des- 
Bouquets,  a Peffet  de  deliberer  fur  les  moyens  les  plus  capa- 
bles  d’operer  la  reunion  des  cltoyens  de  toutes  les  clafies, 
& d’arreter  les  progres  & les  fuites  d’une  infurrection  qui 
menace  egalement  toutes  les  parties  de  la  colonie. 

L’aflembiee  ainfi  compofee  s’etant  tranfportee  dans  Peglife 
paroiflaledu  dit  bourg  de  la  Croix-des-Bouquets, pour  eviter 
1’ardeur  du  foleil,  il  a ete  procede  de  fuite,  des  deux  cotess 
a la  nomination  d’un  prefident  & d’un  fecretaire. 

Les  commiflaires  de  la  garde  nationale  du  Port-au-Prince 
ont  nomine  pour  leur  prefident  M.  Gamot,  & pourleur  fe- 
cretaireM.  Racquet;  & les  commiflaires  de  la  garde  nationale 
des  citoyens  de  couleur  ont  nomme  pour  leur  prefident  M. 
Pinchinat,  & fecretaire  M.  Daguin  fils. 

Lefquels  prefidens  & fecretaires  ont  refpedlivement  ac- 
cepte  les  dites  charges,  &oritpromis  de  bien  & fidellement 
s’en  acquitter. 

Apres  quoi  il  a ete  dit  de  la  part  des  citoyens  de  cou- 
leur, que  la  loi  faite  en  leur  faveuren  1685,  avoit  ete  me- 
prifee  & violee  par  les  progres  d’un  prejuge  ridicule,  & par 
Pufage  abufif  et  le  defpotilme  minifteriel  de  l’ancien  regime, 
ils  n’ont  jamais  joui  que  tres-imparfaitement  du  benefice  de 
cette  loi. 

Qri’au  moment  ou  ils  ont  vu  Paflemblee  des  reprefentans 
de  la  nation  fe  former,  ils  ont  preflenti  que  les  principes 
qui  ont  didle  la  loi  conftitutionnelle  de  l’etat,  entraineroit 
necefiairement  la  reconnoiflance  de  leurs  droits  qui,  pour 
avoir  ete  long-temps  meconnus,  n’en  etoient  pas  moins 
facres. 

Que  cette  reconnoiflance  a ete  confacree  par  les  decrets 
& inftructions  des  8 & 28  Mars  179O,  & par  plufieurs  au- 
tres  rendus  depuis  ; mais  qu’ils  ont  vu  avec  la  plus  vive 
douleur  que  les  citoyens  blancs  des  colonies  leur  refu- 
foient  avec  obfrination  l’execution  de  ces  decrets,  pour  ce 

0.3  qui 
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qui  les  y concerne,  par  l’interpretation  injufte  qu’ils  en  ont 
faite. 

Qu’outre  la  privation  da  benefice  des  dits  decrets,  lorf- 
qu’ils  ont  voulu  les  reclamer,  on  les  a facrifies  a l’idole  du 
prejuge,  en  exerqant  contre  eux  un  abus  incroyable  des  lois 
& de  l’autorite  du  gouvernernent,  au  point  de  les  forcer 
d’abandonner  leurs  foyers. 

Os’  enfin,  ne  pouvant  plus  fupporter  leur  exiftence  mal- 
heureufe,  & etant  refolus  de  l’expofer  a tous  les  evenemens, 
pour  fe  procurer  l’exercice  des  droits  qu’ils  tiennent  de  la 
nature  & qui  font  confacres  par  les  lois  civiles  & politiques, 
ils  fe  font  reunis  fur  la  montagne  de  la  Charbonniere,  ou 
ils  ont  pris  les  armes,  le  3 1 Aout  dernier,  pour  fe  mettre 
dans  le  cas  d’une  jufte  defenfe. 

Que  l’envie  d’operer  la  reunion  des  tous  les  citoyens  in- 
diiTindlement  leur  fait  accueiliir  favorablement  la  deputation 
de  MM.  les  commiflaires  blancs  de  la  garde  rationale  du 
Port-au-Prince  ; qu’ils  voyent  avec  une  fatisfadlion  difficile 
a exprimer  le  retour  des  citoyens  blancs  aux  vrais  principes 
de  la  raifon,  de  la  juftice,  de  l’humanite  & de  la  faine  po- 
litique, qu’ayant  tout  lieu  de  ^roirea  la  fincerite  dece  retour 
ils  fe  reuniront  de  cceur,  d’efprit  & d’intention  aux  citoyens 
blancs,  pourvu  que  la  precieufe  & fainte  egalite  foit  la  bafe 
& le  refultat  de  toutes  operations,  qu’il  n’y  ait  entre-eux 
& les  citoyens  blancs,  d’autre  difference  que  celle  qu’en- 
trainent  neceflairement  le  merite  & la  vertu,  & que  la  fra- 
ternite,  la  fincerite,  Pharmonie  & la  Concorde,  cimentent 
a jamais  les  liens  qui  doivent  les  attacber  reciproquement : 
en  confequence,  ils  ont  demande  i’execution  des  articles 
fuivans,  auxquels  les  fus  dits  commiflaires  blancs  ont  re- 
pondu,  ainfi  qu’il  eft  mentionne  en  la  colonne  parrallele  a 
celle  des  demandes. 

Demande  s des  c:miriffa'ires  de  la  garde  nation  ale  des  citoyens 
de  couleur. 

Article  Premier.  Les  citoyens  blancs  feront  caufe  com- 
mune avec  les  citoyens  de  couleur,  & contribueront  de 
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toutes  leurs  forces  & de  tous  leurs  moyens  a l’execution  lit-  c h a p. 
terale  de  tous  les  points  & articles  des  decrets  & inftruclions  VI- 


de  l’aflemblee  nationale,  fandtionnes  par  le  roi,  & ce,  fans 
reftridtion  Sc  fans  fe  permettre  aucune  interpretation,  con- 
formement  a ce  qui  ellprefcrit  par  1’afi'emblee  nationale  qui 
defend  d’interpreter  fes  decrets. Accepte. 

II.  Les  citoyens  blancs  promettent  & s’obligent  de  ne 
jamais  s’oppofer  directement  ni  indiredtement  a l’execution 
du  decret  du  15  Mai  dernier,  qui  dit-on  n’ eft  pas  encore 
parvenu  ofSciellement  dans  cette  colonie  ; de  protefter  merae 
contre  toutes  proteftations  & reclamations  contraires  aux  dif- 
pofitions  du  fus  dit  decret,  ainft  que  contre  toutes  addrefTes  a 
raflemblee  nationale,  au  roi,  aux  quatre-vingt-trois  departe- 
mens  & aux  difrerentes  chambres  de  commerce  de  France, 
pour  obtenir  la  revocation  de  ce  decret  bienfaifant. Ac- 

cepte. 

Ilf.  Ont  demande  les  fus  dits  citoyens  de  couleur,  la  con- 
vocation prochaine  & l’ouverture  des  affemblees  primaires 
& coloniales,  par  tous  les  citoyens  aclifs,  aux  termes  de  l’ar- 
ticle  IVr  des  inftrudlions  de  raflemblee  nationale,  du  28 
Mars  1790. Accepte. 

IV.  De  deputer  diredtement  a l’aflemblee  coloniale,  & de 

nommer  des  deputes  choifis  parmi  les  citoyens  de  couleur,  qui 
auront,  comme  ceux  des  citoyens  blancs,  voix  confultative 
Si  deliberative. Accepte, 

V.  Declarent  les  fus  dits  citoyens  blancs  & de  couleur 

protelcer  contre  toute  municipalite  provifoire  ou  non,  de 
meme  contre  toutes  aflemblees  provinciales  & coloniales  ; 
les  dites  municipalites  aflemblees  provinciales  & coloniales 
n’etant  point  formees  fur  le  mode  prefcrit  par  les  decrets  & 
infrrudiions  des  8 5c  28  Mars  1790. Accepte. 

VI.  Demandent  les  citoyens  de  couleur  qu’il  foit  re~ 
connu  par  les  citoyens  blancs,  que  leur  organifation  prefente, 
leurs  operations  recentes  & leur  prife  d’armes,  n’ont  eu  pour 
but  Sc  pour  motif,  que  leur  furete  individuelle,  l’execution 
des  decrets  de  l’aflemblee  nationale,  la  reclamation  de  leurs 
droits  meconnus  Sz  violes  Sc  le  defir  de  parvenir  par  ce  moyen 
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a la  tranquiliite  pubiique,  qu’en  confequence  ils  foient 
dares  inculpable's  pour  les  evenemens  qui  ont  refulte  de 
cette  ptife  d’arme's  & qu’on  ne  puifle  dans  aucun  cas  ex- 
ercer  contre-eux  colleCtivement  ou  individuellement,  aucune 
action  direCteou  indireCte  pour  raifon  de  ces  memes  evene- 
mens, qu’il  foit  en-outre  reconnu  que  leur  prife  d’armes  tien- 
drajufqu’au  moment  ou  les  decrets  de  l’afiemblee  nationale 
feront  ponduellement  & formellement  executes  ; qu’en  con- 
fequence, les-  armes,  canons  & munitions  de  guerre  enleves 
pendant  les  combats  qui  ont  eu  lieu,  refteront  en  la  poffef- 
fion  de  ceux  qui  ont  eu  le  bonheur  d’etre  vainqueurs  ; que 
cependant  les  prifonnicrs  [ft  toute-fois  il  en  eft]  foient  remis 
enliberte  de  part&  d’autre. Accepte. 

VII.  Demandent  les  dits  citoyens  de  couleur,  que  con- 
formement  a la  loi  du  ji  Fevtier  dernier  & pour  ne  laiffer 
aucun  doute  fur  la  fmcerite  de  la  reunion  prete  a s’operer, 
toutes  profcriptions  ceffent  & foient  revoquees  des  ce  mo- 
ment, que  toutes  les  perfonnes  profcrites,  decretees,  & con- 
tre  lefquelles  il  feroit  intervenu  desjugemens  ou  condam- 
nations  quelconques  pour  raifon  des  troubles  furvenus  dans 
la  colonie  depuis  le  commencement  de  la  revolution,  foient 
de  fuite  rapeles  & mis  fous  la  protection  facree  & immediate  de 
tous  les  citoyens,  que  reparation  folemnelle  & authentique 
foit  faitea  leur  honneur,  qu’il  foit  pourvu  par  des  moyens 
convenables,  aux  indemnites  que  neceffitent  leur  exil,  leurs 
profcriptions  &les  decrets  decernes  contre-eux  ; que  toutes 
confifcations  de  leurs  biens  foient  levees  & que  retfitution 
leur  foit  faite  de  tous  les  obiets  qui  leur  ont  ete  enleves,  foit 
cn  execution  des  jugemens  prononces  contre-eux,  foit  a 
main  armee.  Demandant  que  le  prefent  article  foit  if  ri cle- 
ment & religieufement  obferve  par  tous  ies  citoyens  du  ref- 
fort  du  confeil  fuperieur  de  Saint-Domingue,  & fur-tout  a 
i’egard  des  fieurs  i'oiflon,  Dcfmares,  ies  freres  Regnauld  & 
autres  compris  an  meme  jugement  que  ceux-ci,  tous  les  ha- 
bitansde  la  parcifie  de  la  Croix  des- Bouquets,  de  meine  qu’a 
I’egard  du  fieur  Jean- Baptifte  la  Pointe  habitant  de  l’Arca- 
haye,  contre  lequel  il  n'eft  intervenu  un  jugement  levere 
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que  par  une  fuite  de  perfections  exereees  contre  les  cito-  chap. 
yens  de  couleur,  & qui  profcrit  par  les  citoyens  de  Saint-  VI- 
Marc  & de  l’Arcahaye  n’a  pu  fe  difpenfer  d’employer  une  P‘ 
jufte  defenfe  contre  quelqu’un  qui  vouloit  I’affaffiner  & qui  ' v J 
l’affaffinoit  en  effet;  fe  refervant  les  citoyens  de  couleur  de 
faire  dans  un  autre  moment  & envers  qui  il  appartiendra, 
toutes  proteftations  & reclamations  relatives  aux  jugemens 
prononces  contre  les  fieurs  Oger,  Chavannes  & autres  com- 
pris  dans  les  dits  jugemens,  regardant  des  a prefent  les  arrets 
prononces  contre  les  fus  dits  iieurs,  par  le  confsil  fuperieur 
du  Cap,  comme  infames,  dignes  d’etre  voues  a 1’execration 
contemporaine  & future,  & comme  la  caufe  fatale  de  tous 

les  malheurs  qui  afRjgent  la  province  du  nord,- Accepts, 

en  ce  qui  nous  concerne. 

VIII.  Que  le  fecret  des  lettres  & correfpondance  foitfacre 

& inviolable,  conformement  aux  decrets  nationaux.- Ac- 

cepte. 

IX.  Liberte  de  la  preffe,  fauf  la  refponfabilite  dans  les 

cas  determines  par  la  loi. -Accepte. 

X.  Demandent  en-outre  les  citoyens  de  couleur,  qu’en 

attendant  l’execution  pondtuelle  & litterale  des  decrets  de  l’af- 
femblee  nationale,  & jufqu’au  moment  ovi  ils  pourront  fe  re- 
tirer  dans  leurs  foyers,  Meffieurs  les  citoyens  blancs  de  la 
garde  nationale  du  Port-au-Prince  s’oblige.nt  de  contribuer 
a 1’approvifionnement  de  l’armee  des  citoyens  de  couleur 
pendant  tout  le  terns  que  durera  fon  adtivite  contre  les  en- 
nemis  communs  & du  bien  public,  & de  faciliter  la  libre 
circulation  des  vivres  dans  les  differens  quartiers  de  la  partie 
de  l’oueft. Accepte. 

XI.  Obfervent  en-outre  les  fus  dits  citoyens  de  couleur, 
que  la  fmcerite  dont  les  citoyens  blancs  viennent  de  leur 
donner  une  preuve  authentique,  ne  leur  perniet  pas  de  garder 
le  filence  fur  les  craintes  dont  ils  font  agites  ; en  confequence 
ils  declarent  qu’ils  ne  perdront  jamais  de  vue  la  reconnoif- 
lance  de  tous  droits  & de  ceux  de  leurs  freres  des  autres 
quartiers  ; qu’ils  verroient  avec  beaucoup  de  peine  & de 
douleur  la  reunion  prete  a s’operer  au  Port  au-Princc  & au- 
tres 
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tres  lieux  de  la  dependancefouffrir  des  difficultes  dans  lesau- 
tres  endroits  de  la  colonie,  auquel  cas  ils  declarent  que  rien 
au  monde  ne  fauroit  les  empecher  de  fe  reunir  a ceux  des 
leurs  qui  par  une  fuite  des  anciens  abus  du  regime  colonial, 
eprouveroient  des  obftacles  a la  reconnoiflance  de  leurs  droits 
& par  confequent  a leur  felicite. Accepte. 

A pres  quoi  I’aflemblee  revenue  a la  place  d’armes,  la 
matiere  mife  en  deliberation,  murement  examinee  & difcu- 
tee,  l’aflemblee  confiderant  qu’il  eft  d’une  neceflite  indif- 
penfable  de  mettre  en  ufage  tous  les  moyens  qui  peuvent 
contribuer  au  boaheur  de  tous  les  citoyens  qui  font  egaux 
en  droits. 

Que  la  reunion  des  citoyens  de  toutes  les  claftes  pent 
feule  ramener  le  calme  & la  tranquillite  ft  neceffaires  a la 
profperite  de  cette  colonie  qui  fe  trouve  aujourd’hui  me- 
nacee  des  plus  grands  malheurs. 

Que  ^execution  ponduelle  & litterale  de  tous  les  articles 
des  decrcts  & inftrudions  de  1’affemblee  nationale  fand:ionT 
lies  par  le  roi,  peut  feule  operer  cette  reunion  deftrable  fous 
quelque  point  de  vue  qu’on  1’envifage. 

II  a ete  arrete,  favoir  : de  la  part  des  citoyens  blancs, 
qu’ds  acceptent  tous  les  articles  in  feres  au  prefent  concordat. 

Et  de  la  part  des  citoyens  de  couleur,  que,  vu  l’aceep- 
tation  de  tous  les  articles  fans  reftriction  ir.feres  au  prefent 
concordat,  ils  fe  reuniront  & fe  reuniflent  en  eifet  de  cceur, 
d’efprit  & d’intention  aux  citoyens  blancs,  pour  ramener  le 
calme  & la  tranquillite,  pour  travailler  de  concert  a l’ex- 
ecution  ponduelle  des  decrets  de  l’aflemblee  nationale  fane-? 
tionnes  par  le  roi,  & pour  employer  toutes  leurs  forces  & 
tous  leuis  moyens  contre  1’ennemi  tommun. 

A ete  arrete  par  Meffieursles  citoyens  blancs  & Mcftieurs 
les  citoyens  de  couleur,  que  ce  jour  devoit  dleindre  toute 
efpece  dc  haine  & de  divifion  entre  les  citoyens  de  la  colonie 
en  general,  les  citoyens  de  couleur  du  Port-au-Prince  qui, 
par  une  fauffe  pufillanimite,  ne  le  font  pas  reunis  a leurs 
freres  de  armes,  feront  compris  dans  l’amniftie  generals ; 
que  jamais  aucun  reproche  ne  leur  fera  fait  de  leur  con- 

duite  i 
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duite ; entendant  qu'ils  participent  egalement  aux  avan- 
tages  que  promet  notre  heureufe  reunion  entre  toutes  les 
perfonnes  & tous  les  citoyens  indiftindlement. 

De  plus,  que  protection  egale  devoit  etre  accordee  au 
fexe  en  general,  les  femmes  & frlles  de  couleur  en  jouiront 
de  meme  que  les  femmes  & filles  blanches,  & que  memes 
precautions  & foins  feront  pris  pour  leur  furete  refpec- 
tive. 

Arrete  que  le  prefent  concordat  fera  figne  par  1’etat  major 
de  la  garde  nationale  du  Port-au-Prince. 

II  a ete  arrete  que  le  prefent  concordat  fera  rendu  public 
par  la  voie  de  Pimpreffion,  que  copies  coilationees  d’y  celui 
feront  envoyees  a PaflTemblee  nationale,  au  roi,  aux  quatre- 
vingt-trois  departemens,  a toutes  les  chambres  de  commerce 
de  France,  a Monfieur  le  lieutenant-general  au  gouverne— 
ment,  & a tous  autres  qu’il  appartiendra. 

Arrete  que  mercredi  prochain  quatorze  du  prefent  mois 
M.  M.  les  citoyens  blancs  du  Port-au-Prince  fe  reuniront  a 
Parmee  de  M M.  les  citoyens  de  couleur  en  la  paroiffe  de  la 
Croix- des-Bouquets,  qu’il  fera  chante  dans  l’eglife  de  cette 
paroiffe  a dix  heures  du  matin  un  Te  Deum  en  aCtion  de 
grace  de  notre  heureufe  reunion  ; que  MM.  des  bataillonsde 
Normandie  & d’Artois,  & des  corps  d’Artillerie,  de  la  ma- 
rine royale  & marchande,  feront  invites  a s’y  faire  reprefen- 
ter  par  des  deputations  particulieres,  que  de  meme  les  ci- 
toyens en  general  de  la  Croix-des-Bouquets,  du  Mirebalais 
& autres  endroits  circonvoifms  feront  invites  a s’y  reudre, 
afin  d’unir  Jeurs  vceux  aux  notres  pour  le  bonheur  com- 
mun. 

Arrete  en  outre  que  le  prefent  concordat  fera  pafie  en 
triple  minute  dont  la  premiere  fera  depofee  aux  archives  de 
la  municipalite  future,  la  feconde  entre  les  mains  des  chefs 
de  l’armee  des  citoyens  de  couleur,  & la  troiffeme  dans  les 
archives  de  la  garde  nationale  du  Port-au-Prince. 

Faite  triple  entre  nous  de  bonne  foi,  le  jour,  mois 
& an  que  deffus.  Signe , &c. 

Difcours 
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Dlfcours  de  M.  Gamot,  prefident  des  commiffaires  reprefentans 
les  citoyens  blancs  du  Port-au-Prince , a MM.  lei  com- 
miffaires reprefentans  Fannie  des  citoyem  de  couleur. 


Messieurs, 

Nous  vous  apportions  enfin  des  paroles  de  paix.  Nous 
ne venons  plus  traiter  avec  vous ; nous  ne  venons  plus  vous 
accorder  dcs  demandes , nous  venons,  animes  de  1’efprit  de 
juftice,  reconnoitre  authentiquement  vos  droits,  vous  engager 
a ne  plus  voir  dans  les  citoyens  blancs  que  des  amis,  des 
frcres,  auxquels  la  patrie  en  danger  vous  invite,  vous  fol- 
licite  de  vous  reunir  pour  lui  porter  un  prompt  fecours. 

Nous  acceptons  entierement  St  fans  aucune  referve,  le  con- 
cordat que  vous  nous  propofez.  Des  circonftances  mal- 
heureufes  que  vous  connoiffez  fansdoute,  nous  ont  fait  he- 
fiter  un  inflant ; mais  notre  courage  a franchi  tous  les  ob- 
ftacles ; nous  avons  impofe  filence  aux  petits  prejuges,  au 
petit  efprit  de  domination. 

Que  le  jour  ou  le  flambeau  de  la  raifon  nous  eclaire 
tous,  foit  a jamais  memorable  ! qu’il  foit  un  jour  d’oubli 
pour  toutes  les  erreurs,  de  pardon  pour  toutes  les  injures, 
& ne  difputons  deformais  que  d’amour  & de  zele  pour  le 
bien  de  la  chofe  publique. 


chap.  CHAP.  V.  p.  60. 

v. 

p.  60.  Manduit  Jiarted  back , iPc. — while  not  a fingle  hand  was 

lifted  up  in  his  defence . 


IN  this  laft  particular  I was  miiinformed,  and  rejoice  that 
I have  an  opportunity  of  correcting  my  miflake.  The  fol- 
lowing detail  of  that  bloodv  tranfadfion  has  been  tranfrnitted 
to  me  from  St.  Domingo  flnce  the  firfl:  flieets  were  printed  : 
a Les  grenadiers  du  regiment  de  Mauduit,  et  d’autres  voix 
parties  de  la  foule,  demandent  que  le  Colonel  faffe  repara- 
tion a la  garde  nationale.  On  exige  qu’il  faffe  des  excufes 

pour 
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pour  Pinful te  qu’il  lui  a faite,  II  prononce  les  excufes  qu’on  c H A P. 
lui  demande ; fes  grenadiers  ne  font  points  fatisfaits,  ilsveu-  V. 
lent  qu’il  les  faife  a genoux.  Une  rumeur  terrible  fe  fait  P-  60. 
entendre  : ce  fut  alors  que  plufieurs  citoyens,  meme  de  ceux  ' "Y™— * 

que  Maun ui t avoit  Ic plus  vexc,  fendent  la  foule,  et  cherchent 
a le  fouftraire  au  mouvement  qui  fe  preparoit.  On  a vu 
dans  ce  moment  le  brave  Beaufoleily  apres  avoir  ete  atteint 
d’un  coup  de  feu  a l’affaire  du  29  au  30  Juillet,  et  defen- 
dant le  comite  (fee  Page  34,)  recevoir  un  coup  de  sabre  en 
protegeant  les  jours  de  Mauduit.  On  peut  rendre  juftice 
auffi  a deux  officiers  de  Mauduit : Galefeau  et  Germain 
n ’ay ant  pas  abandonne  leur  Colonel  iufqu’au  dernier  mo- 
ment ; mais  l’indignation  des  foldats  etoit  a fun  comble,  et 
il  n’etoit  plus  temps. 

Mauduit  preffe  par  fes  grenadiers,  de  s’agenouiller 
pour  demander  pardon  a la  garde  nationale,  et  refufant  con- 
ftamment  de  s’y  foumettre,  recut  un  coup  de  sabre  a la 
figure,  qui  le  terraffaj  un  autre  grenadier  lui  coupa  a l’in- 
ftant  la  tete,  qui  fut  portee  au  bout  d'  une  hayonette.  Alors  le 
reflentiment  des  foldats  et  des  matelots  livres  a eux  memes, 
n’eut  plus  de  bornes : ils  fe  tranfporterent  chez  Mauduit, 
ou  ils  trainairent  fon  corps,  tout  y fut  brife,  rompu,  meubles 
&c.  on  decarela  meme  la  maifon,  &c.  &c. 


CHAP.  X.  p.  151. 


CHAP. 


They  declared  by  proclamation  all  manner  of  flavery  abo- 
UJhed , &c.— This  proceeding  v»7as  ratified  in  February,  fol- 
lowed by  the  National  Convention  in  a Decree,  of  which 
follows  a Copy. 


Decret  de  la  Convention  Nationale,  du  16  Jour  de  5 Feb. 
Piuviofe  ; an  fecond  de  la  Republique  F ran^oife,  I794° 
une  et  indivifible. 


La  Convention  Nationale  declare  que  l’efclavage  des  Ne- 
gres  dans  toutes  les  Colonies  eft  aboli  $ en  confluence 

elle 
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elle  decrete  quetous  les  hommes,  fans  diftindtion  de  couleur^ 
domiciles  dans  les  Colonies,  font  citoyens  Francois,  etjoui-* 
ront  de  tous  les  droits  allures  par  la  confcitution. 

Elle  renvois  au  comite  de  falut  public,  pourlui  faire  in- 
ceftament  un  rapport  fur  les  mefures  a prendre  pour  afl'urer 
1’execution  du  prefent  decret. 

Vife  par  les  infpecfteurs.  Signe 

Auger, 

Cordier, 

S.  E.  Mcnnel. 

Collationne  a l’original,  par  nous  prefident  et  fecretaires 
de  la  Convention  Nationale,  a Paris  le  22  Germinal,  an 
fecond  dela  Republique  Fran^oife  une  et  indivisible.  Signe, 
Amar,  Prefident.  A.  M.  Baudot.  Monnot.  Ch.  Pottier,  et 
Pcyfiard,  Secretaires. 

As  mod:  of  the  French  iflands  fell  into  pofteftion  of  the 
Englifti  foon  after  this  extraordinary  decree  was  promul- 
gated, the  only  place  where  it  was  attempted  to  be  en- 
forced was  in  the  fouthern  province  of  St.  Domingo,  and 
the  mode  of  enforcing  it,  as  I have  heard,  was  as  fmgular  as 
the  decree  itfelf.  The  negroes  of  the  feveral  plantations 
were  called  together,  and  informed  that  they  were  all  a free 
people , and  at  liberty  to  quit  the  fervice  of  their  mailers  when- 
ever they  thought  proper.  They  were  told  however,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  as  the  Republic  wanted  foldiers,  and  the  (late 
allowed  no  man  to  be  idle,  fuch  of  them  as  left  their  mailers 
would  be  compelled  toenlift  in  one  or  other  of  the  black  re- 
giments then  forming.  At  firfl  many  of  the  negroes  ac- 
cepted the  alternative,  and  enlifled  accordingly;  but  the  re- 
ports they  foon  gave  of  the  rigid  difeipline  and  hard  fare  to 
which  they  were  i object,  operated  in  a furprifing  manner  on 
the  reft,  in  keeping  them  more  than  ufually  quiet  and  in- 
duftrious,  and  they  requefted  that  no  change  might  be  made 
in  their  condition. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P.  X.  p.  153.  chap. 

x. 

Of  the  revolted  negroes  in  the  Northern  province^  many  had  p.  153. 
per ? [bed  of  difeafe  and famine , &c. 

FROM  the  vaft  number  of  negroes  that  had  fallen  in  battle, 

•and  the  ftill  greater  number  that  perifhed  from  the  caufes 
above  mentioned,  it  was  computed  in  the  year  1793  that 
this  clafs  of  people  at  that  period  had  fuftained  a diminu- 
tion cf  more  than  one  hundred  thoufand.  ( Ref  exions  fur  la 
Colonie , &c.  tom.  2.  p.  217.)  Since  that  time  the  morta- 
lity has  been  ftill  more  rapid,  and,  including  the  lofs  of  whites, 
by  ficknefs  and  emigration,  I do  not  believe  that  St.  Do- 
mingo at  this  juncture  (June  1796)  contains  more  than 
two  fifths  of  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  (white  and 
black)  which  it  poflefled  in  the  beginning  of  1791.—- 
According  to  this  calculation  upwards  of  300,000  human 
beings  have'  miferably  perifhed  in  this  devoted  country 
within  the  laft  fix  years  ! 


CHAP.  XI.  p.  180. 

The  fame  fate  awaited  Lieutenant  Colonel  Markham , &c. 

I CANNOT  deny  myfelf  the  melancholy  fatisfadlion  of  pre- 
ferving  in  this  work  the  following  honourable  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  this  amiable  officer,  which  was  given  out  in  ge- 
neral orders  after  his  death  by  the  Commander  in  Chief. 


CHAP. 


XI. 

p.  180. 


Head  Quarters.,  28  March  1795. 

Brigadier  General  Horneck  begs  the  officers,  non-com- 
mifficned  officers,  and  privates  of  the  detachment,  which  on 
the  26th  inft.  proceeded  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Markham  on  a party  of  obfervation,  to  receive  his 
very  fmcere  thanks  for  their  gallant  behaviour  at  the  attack 
of  the  enemy’s  advanced  poll,  taking  their  colours  and  can- 
non, and  deftroying  their  ftores. 


At 
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CHAP. 

XI. 

p.  180. 

■ 1 wmJ 
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At  the  fame  time  he  cannot  fufficiently  exprefs  his  feelings 
on  the  late  afflicting  lofs  that  has  been  fuftained  in  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Markham,  who,  equally  excellent  and  merito- 
rious as  an  officer  and  a man,  lived  univerfally  refpe&ed  and 
beloved,  and  died  leaving  a bright  example  of  military,  focial, 
and  private  virtue. 

The  Brigadier  General  hkewife  requefts  Captains  Mar- 
tin and  Wilkinfon,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  to  receive  his  ac- 
knowledgments and  thanks  for  the  important  affiftance  they 
have  afforded  ; not  only  on  this  occafion  alone,  but  on  every 
other,  wherein  his  Majefty's  fervice  has  required  their  co- 
operation. He  alfo  begs  Captain  Martin  to  do  him  the 
favour  to  impart  the  like  acknowledgments  to  the  officers 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  to  the  refpeClive  fhips  companies 
under  his  command,  for  the  zeal  and  good  conduit  they  have 
(hewn  whenever  employed. 


HISTORY  of  the  WEST  INDIES, 

&c. 


A 

TOUR 

THROUGH  THE  SEVERAL  ISLANDS  OF 

BARB  ANDES,  St.  VINCENT,  ANTIGUA,  TQBAGO,  ami  GRENADA, 

IN  THE  YEARS  1 7 9 1 , AND  1792: 

By  Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG,  Bart.  M.  P.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  Lc. 


VOL,  III. 


R 


I 243  j 


A T O U R; 

tec. 


CHAP.  XIII. 


On  Sunday  Oft ober  30,  1791,  Sir  William  Young 
•embarked  in  the  fhip  Delaford  at  Spithead,  which 
failed  the  fame  evening,  and,  after  a pleafant  voyage 
of  thirty-eight  days,  came  in  fight  of  the  ifland  of 
Barbadoes.  Here  then  the  Tour  may  be  faid  to 
commence ; and  the  following  extracts  are,  by  fa- 
vour of  Sir  William  Young,  tranfcribed  literally 
from  a rough  journal,  in  which  he  entered  fuch 
obfervations  as  occurred  to  him  from  the  imprefikms 
of  the  moment.  They  may  be  conficlered  there- 
fore as  a pidture  drawn  from  the  life ; and  the  reader 
inuft  be  a bad  judge  of  human  nature,  and  have  a 
very  indifferent  tafte,  who  does  not  perceive  that  it  is 
faithfully  drawn,  and  by  the  hand  of  a matter.— 
For  the  few  notes  at  foot  I am  accountable. 

B.  E. 


chap. 

xm. 


Tuesday,  December  6. — Early  in  the  morning 
Barbadoes  appeared  in  fight,  bearing  on  the  ftar- 
board  bow  W.  N.  W.  At  two  o’clock  P.  M.  the 
paffengers  landed  in  the  fix-oared  pinnace.  We 
went  to  a noted  tavern,  formerly  Rachel’s,  now 
kept  by  Nancy  Clark,  a mulatto  woman,  where  I 

R 2 full 


Ba  s-i  Ves. 
1791. 


TOUR  THROUGH  THE 


chap,  fir  ft.  tafted  avocado-pear,  a mawkifh  fruit*.  Walk- 
xiii.  ing  about  the  ftreets  of  Bridge-Town,  my  impref- 


fions  gave  me  far  from  a difagreeable  fenfation  as  to 
the  negroes.  The  town  is  extenfive,  and  feems 
crowded  with  people,  moftly  negroes ; but  the  ne- 
groes with  few  exceptions,  feemed  d refled  in  a ftile 
much  above  even  our  common  artizans,  the  women 
eipecially,  and  there  was  fuch  a fwagger  of  import- 
ance in  the  gait  of  thofe  (and  many  there  were)  who 
had  gold  ear-rings  and  necklaces,  that  I told  my 
friend  Mr.  O,  on  his  prefling  me  for  my  opinion  of 
what  ftruck  me  on  firft  landing  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
’That  the  negro  women  feemed  to  me  the  proudeft  mortals^ 
I had  ever  feen.  A Guinea  fh ip  was  then  in  the 
harbour,  and  had  lain  there  fame  time ; but  none  of 
the  difgufting  fights  of  ulcerated  and  deferted  fea- 
men  appeared  in  the  ftreets.  Nor  did  I fee  any 
thing  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  flaves  that  inr- 
plied  the  fituation  of  abjedt  acquiefcence,  and  dread 
or  cruel  fuperiority,  attributed  to  them  in  Great 
Britain.  Many  prefied  their  fervices  on  our  firft 
landing  ; and  fome  firft  begged,  and  then  joked  with 
us,  in  the  ftile  of  a Davits  of  Terence,  with  great 
freedom  of  fpeech,  and  fome  humour.  I had  a 
higher  opinion  of  their  minds,  and  a better  opinion 
of  their  mailers  and  government,  than  before  I fet 


* There  is  no  difputing  about  taftes.  In  Jamaica  this  fruit  is 
very  highly  ekeemed  by  all  dalles  of  people.  It  is  ufually  eaten 
with  pepper  and  fait,  and  has  fomething  of  the  flavour  of  the 
Jerufalem  artichoke,  but  is  richer  and  more  delicate : It  is  fome- 
tiir.es  called  vegetable  marrow , and  it  is  remarkable  that  animals 
both  grauivorous  and  carnivorous,  eat  it  with  relifli. 


my 
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my  foot  on  Poore. —Such  are  my  firft  imprefilons, 
written  this  evening  on  returning;  aboard  : further- 
more,  the  fauares  or  broader  ftreets  are  crowded  with 
negroes ; their  wrangles  and  converfation  forcibly 
ftruck  me,  as  analogous  to  what  might  have  been 
looked  for  from  the  flaves  in  the  Forum  of  Rome. 
Said  anegro  boy  about  twelv'eyears  of  agetoayoung 
mulatto:  You  damn  my  foul  ? I wijh  you  were  older 
and  bigger , I zvould  make  you  change  fome  blows  zvith 
me. — Upon  my  honour  ! fa;d  an  old  negro. — I'll  bet 
you  a joe , (johannes)  anfwered  another,  who  had  no- 
thing but  canvafs  trowfers  on.  I gave  him  no  cre- 
dit for  pofleffing  a fix-and-thirty  (lulling  piece,  but 
I gave  him  full  credit  for  a language  which  charac- 
terizes a prefumption  of  felf-importance.  Perhaps, 
however,  liberty  of  fpeech  is  more  freely  allowed, 
where  licence  can  mod  promptly  be  fupprefled. 
The  llberti  of  the  Roman  Emperors,  as  we  find  in 
Tacitus,  and  the  domeftick  Haves  of  the  Roman 
people,  as  we  deduce  from  fcenes  of  Plautus  and 
Terence,  fometimes  talked  a language,  and  took 
liberties,  with  their  lords  and  matters,  which  in  free 
fervants  and  citizens  would  not  have  been  allowed. 
Liberty  of  the  prefs  is  a proof  of  political  freedom, 
but  liberty  of  tongue  is  rather  a proof  of  individual 
ilavery.  The  feaft  of  the  Saturnalia  allowed  to 
flaves  freedom  of  fpeech  for  the  day,  without  con- 
troul.  In  my  eftimate  of  human  nature,  I (hould 
fay  that  inch  freedom  could  not  be  ufedbut  mode- 
rately indeed ; for  the  Have  knew,  that  if  he  abufed 
his  power  on  the  Thur.fday,  the  matter  might  abufe 
his  power  on  the  Friday.  Flis  bett  fecurity  was 
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chap,  on  thofe  days,  when  every  word  might  be  forbidden*. 

XI11-  and  therefore  every  word  might  be  forgotten  or 

BaiWoes.  forgiven.  In  qualification  of  all  inference  from  my 
firft  view  of  negroes  I fhould  obferve,  that  they 
were  town  negroes,  many  of  them  probably  free  ne- 
groes, and  many,  or  moil  of  them,  if  not  all,  do- 
meftick  or  houje  negroes.  One  fmall  country  cart 
drawn  by  twelve  oxen,  and  with  three  carters,  gave 
me  no  favourable  idea  of  the  owner’s  feeding,  of 
either  beads  or  men.  But  accounts  of  diftrefs,  and 
objects  of  diftrefs  in  the  ftreets,  are  exaggerations.- 
I faw  as  little  of  either,  as  in  any  market  town  in 
England. 

At  fix  in  the  evening  we  returned  on  board  4 
Captain  and  Mrs.  W.  of  the  60th  regiment,  and 
their  little  girl,  joining  us  on  the  paffage  to  St.  Vin- 
cent’s, for  which  ifland  we  immediately  bore  away. 

Barbadoes  is  an  ifland  riling  with  gentle  af- 
cent  to  the  interior  parts,  called  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  As  we  failed  along  the  coall  from  Eaft 
to  Weft,  it  appeared  wonderfully  inhabited  ■,  dotted 
with  houfes  as  thick  as  on  the  declivities  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London  or  Briftol,  but  with  no 
woods,  and  with  very  few  trees,  even  on  the  fummits 
of  the  hills  j — two  or  three  draggling  cocoas  near 
each  dwelling-houfe  were  aJl  the  trees  to  be  feen. 

St. Vincent.  Wednesdav,  December  7,  at  day-break,  St, 

l,j1'  Vincent’s  in  fight.  At  3 P.  M.  the  fhip  came  to 
an  anchor  in  Nanton’s  Harbour,  off  Calliaqua.  Mr, 
H.  came  immediately  on  board,  and  in  half  an  hour 
we  went  on  fhore  in  the  pinnace  ■,  horfes  were  ready 
3 to 
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CHAP. 


to  carry  us  up  to  the  villa,  or  manfion-hcufe  of  my 
eftate,  diflant  about  half  a mile:  A number  of  xru. 

my  negroes  met  me  on  the  road,  and  flopped  my 
horfe,  and  I had  to  fhake  hands  with  every  indivi- 
dual of  them.  Their  joy  was  expreffed  in  the  mod 
lively  manner,  and  there  was  an  eafe  and  familiarity 
in  their  addrefs,  which  implied  no  habits  of  appre- 
henfion  or  reftraint  : the  circumilance  does  the 
higheft  honour  to  my  brother-indaw,  Mr.  H.  who 
has  the  management  of  them.  On  arriving  at  my 
houfe,  I had  a fucceffion  of  vifitors.  The  old  negro 
nurfe  brought  the  grafs  gang,  of  twenty  or  thirty 
children,  from  five  to  ten  years  old,  looking  as  well 
and  lively  as  poffible.  The  old  people  came  one 
by  one  to  have  home  chat  with  MaJJa  (Mailer,)  and 
among  the  reft  “ Granny  * Sarah,”  who  is  a curi- 
ofity.  She  was  born  in  Africa,  and  had  a child  be- 
fore Ihe  was  carried  from  thence  to  Antigua.  Whilft 
in  Antigua  fhe  remembers  perfectly  well  the  rejoic- 
ing on  the  Bacra's  (white  men’s)  being  let  out  of 
gaol,  who  had  killed  Governor  Park.  Now  this 
happened  on  the  death  of  Queen  Anne,  in  171^-4; 
which  gives,  to  Chriflmas  1791-2,  - Years  78 

Add  two  years  in  Antigua,  for 
paffage,  he.  - 
Suppofe  her  to  have  had  a child 
at  fourteen,  and  to  have 
been  fold  the  year  after  - 
The  lead  probable  age  of 
Granny  Sarah  is  - 

and  (lie  is  the  heartieft  old  woman  I ever  faw.  She 

danced 
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chap,  danced  at  a Negro-ball  laft  Chriftmas ; and  [ am  to 
xnI-  be  her  partner,  and  dance  with  her,  next  Chriftmas. 
sTvu^enf.  — She  has  a garden,  or  provifion-ground,  to  herfelf, 
in  which,  with  a great-grand  child,  about  fix  years 
old,  (lie  works  fome  hours  every  day,  and  is  thereby 
rich.  She  hath  been  exempted  from  all  labour,  ex- 
cept on  her  own  account,  for  many  years. 

The  villa  at  Calliaqua  is  an  excellent  houfe  for 
the  climate  : it  hath  ten  large  bed-chambers,  and 
it  accommodated  all  our  party  from  the  fhip,  with 
great  eafe. 

Thursday,  December  8.  This  morning  I rode 
over  the  eftate,  which  feems  in  the  moft  flourifhing 
condition  : the  negroes  feem  under  a moft  mild  dif- 
cipline,  and  are  a very  cheerful  people.  This  day 
again  I had  repeated  vifits  from  my  black  friends : 
Granny  Sarah  was  with  me  at  leaft  half  a dozen 
times,  telling  me,  “ Me  fee  you , Majfa  ; now  me  go 
die.*!"  (I  behold  you,  my  Matter ; now  Jet  me 
die  !) 

“ Friday,  December  9.  We  mounted  our 
horfes  at  one  o’clock  to  ride  to  Kingfton,  where  a 
negro  boy  had  carried  our  cloaths  to  drefs : the  dis- 
tance 

* This  is  a itroke  of  nature.  The  fight  of  her  matter  was  a 
bleflingto  old  Sarah,  beyond  all  expectation  ; and  not  having  any 
thing  further  to  hope  for  in  life,  the  defires  to  be  releafed  from 
the  burthen  of  exifience.  A limilar  circumftance  occurred  to 
myfelf  in  Jamaica  ; but  human  nature  is  the  fame  in  all  countries 
and  ages. — ‘‘  And  Jofeph  made  ready  his  chariot,  and  went  up 
“ to  meet  Ifrael  his  father,  to  Gofhen  ; and  prefented  himfelf  un- 
“ to  him : and  he  fell  on  his  neck,  and  wept  on  his  neck  a 

“ good  while.— And  Ifrael  faid  unto  Jofeph,  Now  let  me  die,  f net 
11  I have  feen  thy  face  & c.  Genefis,  chap.  46.  v.  29.  30. 
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tance  is  about  three  miles  of  very  hilly  road.  I par- 
ticularly noticed  every  negro  whom  I met  or  over- 
took on  the  road  : of  thefe  I counted  eleven,  who 
were  dreffed  as  field  negroes,  with  only  trowfers  on ; 
and  adverting  to  the  evidence  on  the  Slave  Trade,  I 
particularly  remarked  that  not  one  of  the  eleven  had 
a fingle  mark  or  fear  of  the  whip.  We  met  or  over- 
took a great  many  other  negroes,  but  they  were 
dreffed.  Paffing  through  Mr.  Greatheed’s  large 
eftate,  I obferved  in  the  gang  one  well-looking  negro 
woman,  who  had  two  or  three  wheals  on  her  fhoul- 
ders,  which  feemed  the  effect  of  an  old  punifh- 
ment  -fi. 

A free  mulatto  woman,  named  Burton,  came  this 
day  to  complain  before  Mr.  H.  of  her  negro  have, 
a lad  of  about  feventeen.  The  boy  was  confronted, 
and  feemed  in  truth  a bad  fubjedt,  having  ab  fen  ted 
himfelf  the  three  laft  days.  The  only  threat  the 
woman  ufed  to  her  flave,  was  that  fine  would  fell 
him.  Mr.  H.  advifed  her  to  do  it ; and  it  ended 
in  ordering  the  boy/o  look  out  himflf for  a m after,  zvho 
would  pur  chafe  him. 

Kingston  is  afmalland  fcattered,  but  very  neat 
and  well-built  town.  We  dreffed  ourlelves  there, 
and  proceeded  at  three  to  the  government  houfe, 
about  a mile  up  the  country.  It  is  a good  houfe, 

hired 

f In  the  Well  Indies  the  punifhment  of  whipping  is  com- 
monly infli&ed,  not  on  the  bach  of  the  negroes,  (as  pradtifed  in 
the  difeipline  of  the  Britifh  foldiers)  but  more  humanely,  and  with 
much  lefs  danger,  on  partes  pojie:  tores.  It  is  therefore  no  proof  that 
the  negroes  whom  Sir  William  Young  infpefted  had  efcaped 
flagellation,  becaufe  their  {boulders  bore  no  impreffion,  of  the 
' whip.  This  acknowledgement  I owe  to  truth  and  candour. 
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chap,  hired  from  the  Alexander  eftate.  The  governor 
xm.  gave  me  a moft  polite  reception.  Riding  home,  I 
St.  vin«nt-  ^ company  and  converfation  of  Mr,  L.  fpeaker 
of  the  aSTembly,  who  told  me  that  a new  Slave  aft 
was  prepared,  and  under  consideration  of  the  legis- 
lature, which  he  himlelf  had  drawn  up;  and,  above 
all,  had  ftudied  to  frame  fuch  claufes  and  provisions 
as  might  enfure  the  execution  and  full  effeCt  of  the 
law  in  favour  of  the  negroes. — Nous  verrons. — We 
had  likewife  fome  talk  on  the  SubjeCt  of  building  a 
church  at  Kingfton  : he  faid,  if  moved  in  the  aSTem- 
bly  he  had  not  a doubt  of  unanimity.  I promifed, 
in  addition  to  my  quota  of  tax  for  fuch  purpofe,  to 
fubferibe  £.200  towards  ornamental  architecture 
or  additional  expence,  which  the  confervators  of  the 
public  purfe  might  not  think  themfelves  warranted 
to  admit  in  their  plan  and  eftimate  ; he  promifed 
to  fet  the  bufinefs  on  foot. 

Saturday,  December  10. — This  day  (as  ufual) 
a half-holiday  from  twelve  o’clock,  for  the  negroes. 

Friday,  December  16. — Three  Guinea  Ships 
being  in  the  harbour,  full  of  Slaves  from  Africa,  I 
teftified  a wifh  to  viSit  the  Ihips  previous  to  the  fale. 

I would  have  vifited  them  privately  and  unexpect- 
edly, but  it  was  not  practicable.  Every  thing  was 
prepared  for  our  vifit,  as  the  lead;  obferving  eye 
might  have  difeovered  : In  particular  I was  dif- 
gufted  with  a general  jumping  or  dancing  of  the 
negroes  on  the  deck,  which  fome,  and  perhaps  many 
of  them,  did  voluntarily,  but  fome  under  force  or 
controul ; for  I faw  a lailor,  more  than  once,  catch 
thofe  rudely  by  the  arm  who  had  cealed  dancing, 

and 
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and  by  geflure  menace  them  to  repeat  their  motion,  c h a p. 
to  clap  their  hands,  and  fhout  their  fong  of  Yah  l xin- 
Yah ! which  I underftood  to  mean  “ Friends.” — sTv^ce^u 
Independent  of  this,  and  when  I infilled  on  the  dance 
being  flopped,  I muft  fay  that  the  people,  with  ex- 
ception to  one  fingle  woman  (perhaps  ill)  feemed 
under  no  apprehenfons,  and  were  even  cheerful  for 
the  moft  part,  and  all  anxious  to  go  aflhore,  being 
fully  apprifed  of  what  would  be  their  fituation  and 
employment,  when  landed,  by  fomeof  their  country- 
men, who  were  permitted  to  vilit  them  from  the 
plantations  for  that  purpofe. 

Never  were  there  fhips  or  cargoes  better  fuited 
for  the  ground  of  general  obfervation ; for  the  fhips 
came  from  diftant  diftridts,  and  with  people  of  dif- 
ferent nations  on  board  : The  Pilgrim  of  Briftoi, 
with  370  Eboes  from  Bonny.  The  Eolus  of  Liver- 
pool, with  300  Windward  negroes  from  BafTa. 

The  Anne  of  Liverpool,  with  210  Gold  Coaft  ne- 
groes from  Whydah. 

The  Pilgrim  (Taylor,  commander)  was  in  the 
beft  poflible  order ; fhe  was  fix  feet  in  height  be- 
tween decks,  without  flielves  or  double  tier  in  the 
men’s  apartments,  and  as  clean  as  a Dutch  cabinet. 

We  vifited  every  part  of  the  Hup;  in  the  hofpital 
there  was  not  one  fick,  and  the  flaves  muftered  on 
the  deck,  were  to  all  appearance,  and  uniformly, 
not  only  with  clean  fkins,  but  with  their  eyes  bright, 
and  every  mark  of  health.  This  Captain  Taylor 
muft  be  among  the  beft  fort  of  men  in  fuch  an 
employment ; having  in  three  voyages,  and  with  full 
cargoes,  loft  on  the  whole  but  eight  Haves,  and  not 

one 
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one  Teaman.  In  general,  I fbould  give  a favourable 
account  too  of  the  Eolus,  but  the  Pilgrim  had  not 
a fcent  that  would  offend,  and  was  indeed  Tweeter 
than  I lhou Id  have  fuppoled  poffible,  in  a crowd  of 
any  people  of  the  Tame  number,  in  any  climate. 
One  circumftance  in  all  the  three  was  particularly 
ffriking,  in  relation  to  the  evidence  on  the  Slave 
Trade  : A full  half  of  either  cargo  confided  of  chil- 
dren (and  generally  as  fine  children  as  I ever  Taw) 
from  fix  to  fourteen  years  of  age;  and,  on  enquiry, 

I found  but  very  few  indeed  of  thefe  were  conne&ed 
with  the  grown  people  on  board.  I could  not  but 
fuppofe,  then,  that  thefe  little  folks  were  ftolen  from 
their  parents,  and  perhaps  (in  Tome  inftances)  Told 
by  their  parents  *.  I again  remark,  that  thefe 
fiaves  were  from  Bonny  and  from  Baffa. 

The  Anne  was  from  the  Gold  Coaff,  a fmall 
vefTel,  Tcarcely  clean,  difagreeably  offenfive  in  fmell, 
with  only  three  feet  fix  inches  between  the  main 
decks,  yet  apparently  with  no  Tick  on  board.  Thefe 
Gold  Coafi:  negroes  were  in  themfelves  a worfe  look- 
ing 

* Nothing  is  more  common  in  all  parts  of  Africa,  than  the 
circumftance  of  parents  of  free  condition  felling  their  children 
in  times  of  fcarcity,  which  frequently  happen,  for  a fupply  of 
food.  Mr.  Park  has  recorded  many  inftances  of  it  among  the 
Mandingoes,  (vide  his  Travels,  p 248,  and  again,  p.  295.) 

“ Perhaps  by  a philofophick  and  reflecting  mind  (obferves  Mr. 
Park)  death  itfelf  would  fcarcely  be  confidered  as  a greater  ca- 
lamity than  flaverv : but  the  poor  negro,  when  fainting  with 
hunger,  exclaims,  like  Efau  of  old,  Beheld  I am  at  the  point  to  die, 
and  what  profit  Jhall  this  birthright  do  to  me  ? Thefe  are  dreadful 
evils;  ordained,  without  doubt,  tor  wife  and  good  purpofes, 
but,  concerning  the  caufes  of  them,  human  wifdom  is  doomed 
to  filence.” 
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ing  people,  but  they  bore  too  a fickly  complexion  and  c h a e, 
lreavinefs  of  mien  and  mind  which  the  others  did  xui. 
not;  and  it  was  remarkable  in  the  contrail  of  the  st.  Vincent, 
cargoes,  that  among  the  laft  there  was  not  even  a 
common  proportion  of  children  or  young  people  : 

I fhould  fuppofe  not  above  20  in  the  210. 

Mr.  B.  of  the  Cullom  Houfe,  told  me  that  at 
St.  Vincent’s  more  certificates  for  bounties  were 
given  than  at  all  the  other  iflands.and  that  the  reafon 
was,  becaufe  it  was  fituated  next  to  Barbadoes,  the 
moll  windward  of  the  ifiands,  and  the  Guinea  Ships 
arriving  thus  far  in  health,  the  mailers,  to  avail 
themfelves  of  the  parliamentary  bounty,  took  up 
their  certificates  before  proceeding  on  to  Jamaica  or 
elfewhere,  inafrnuch  as  every  day,  at  the  clofe  of  a 
long  voyage,  might  be  marked  by  difeafe  or  death, 
and  thus  eventually  preclude  them  from  the  benefit 
of  the  law.  This  fhould  be  rectified. 

Mr.  B.  allowed,  in  converfation  with  me,  that 
the  regulations  of  tonnage  proportioned  to  numbers, 
on  which  fuch  outcry  had  been  railed,  had  ultimately 
proved  advantageous  to  the  trader,  as  well  as  to  the 
poor  Have.  The  prefervation  ot  the  Haves  had  well 
and  fully  repaid  for  the  diminution  in  freight. 

Saturday,  December  17.  At  ten  this  morn- 
ing all  my  negroes  were  muftered  at  the  works,  and 
had  ten  barrels  of  herrings  dillributed  among  them  : 
afterwards,  fuch  of  the  women  as  had  reared  chil- 
dren, came  to  the  villa,  and  each  received,  as  a pre- 
fent,  five  yards  of  fine  cotton,  at  is.  6d.  per  yard, 
of  the  gayeft  pattern,  to  make  a petticoat. 

Sunday, 


I 
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c ha  p.  Sunday,  j8.  Mr.  H.  read  prayers  to  a congre- 
xiii.  gation  of  my  negroes. 

Tuesday,  20.  Went  to  Kingfton  to  attend  the 

St.  v mcent,  . 0 

fale  of  the  Eboe,  Windward,  and  GoldCoafl  flaves, 
in  ail  880.  The  flaves  were  feated  on  the  floor  in 
two  large  galleries,  divided  into  lots  of  ten  each. 
Thofe  purchafers  who,  by  previous  application,  had 
gained  a title  of  pre-emption,  (for  there  was  a de- 
mand for  three  times  the  number  imported)  drew 
for  the  lots  in  lucceffion,  until  each  had  his  number 
agreed  for.  In  lotting  the  flaves,  fome  broken  num- 
bers occurred,  and  a little  lot  of  four  (two  girls  and 
two  boys)  of  about  twelve  years  old,  were  purchafed 
for  me.  The  flaves  did  not  feem  under  any  appre- 
henfion,  nor  did  they  exprefs  any  uneafinefs,  with 
exception  to  the  Gold  Coaft  negroes,  who  gave 
many  a look  of  fullen  dilpleafure.  Returning  home 
in  the  evening,  I found  my  four  little  folks  in  old 

Mrs.  H ’s  room,  where  they  eat  a hearty 

lupper,  had  fome  of  their  country  folks  got  round 
them,  and  went  to  fleep  as  much  at  their  eafe  as 
if  born  in  the  country.  Thefe  children  were  un- 
connected with  any  on  board  the  fhip.  The  girls 
were  remarkably  ftrait,  and  with  finer  features  than 
negroes  ordinarily  have.  They  had  each  a bead 
necklace,  and  frnall  cotton  petticoat  of  their  country 
make,  and  mult  I think  have  been  kidnapped  or 
ftolen  from  their  parents.  I cannot  think  that  any 
parents  would  have  iold  fuch  children. 

Friday,  23.  This  morning  I palled  an  hour  or 
more,  obferving  the  procefs  of  fugar  making  in 
the  boiling  houfe.  Of  the  befl  cane  juice,  a gal- 
lon 
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Ion  of  liquor  gives  one  lb.  of  fugar ; of  the  mid- 
dling-rich, 20  gallons  give  1 6 lbs.  j of  the  watery 
canes,  24  gallons  give  16  lbs. 

This  afternoon  Anselm,  chief  of  the  Charaibes 
in  the  quarter  of  Morne-Young,  and  Brunau, 
chief  of  Grand  Sable,  at  the  head  of  about  twenty, 
came  into  the  parlour  after  dinner,  and  laid  a 
don  d'amitie  at  my  feet  of  Charaibe  bafkets,  and  of 
fowls  and  pine  apples.  We  treated  them  with  zviney 
and  afterwards  about  a dozen  of  their  ladies  w'ere 
introduced,  who  preferred  rum.  I had  much  courte- 
ous converfation  with  Anfelm,  accepted  a bafket, 
and  a couple  of  pines,  and  bought  fome  bafkets  of 
the  other  Charaibes.  They  were  all  invited  to  deep 
on  the  eftate,  and  a keg  of  rum  was  ordered  in 
return  for  Anfelm’s  prefent,  and  for  Brunau’s,  &c. 

La  Lime,  one  of  the  chiefs  who  had  figned  the 
treaty  in  1773,  and  a dozen  others,  had  before  vi- 
fited  me  at  different  times,  but  this  was  a formal 
addrefs  of  ceremony,  and  all  in  their  beft  attire, 
that  is,  the  men,  and  perhaps  the  women  too,  for 
though  they  had  no  cloaths,  laving  a petticoat  re- 
fembling  two  children’s  pocket  handkerchiefs  fewed 
at  the  corners,  and  hanging  one  before  and  one  be- 
hind, yet  they  had  their  faces  painted  red,  pins 
through  their  under  lips,  and  bracelets ; and  about 
their  ancles  Brings  of  leather  and  beads. 

December.  25.  About  ten  in  the  forenoon  the 
negroes  of  my  eftate,  both  men  and  women,  ex- 
ceedingly well  drafted,  came  to  with  us  a merry 
Chriflmas : foon  after  came  two  negro  fidlers  and 
a tamborine,  when  we  had  an  hour’s  dancing,  and 

carpenter 
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carpenter  Jack,  with  Phillis,  danced  an  excellent 
minuet,  and  then  four  of  them  began  a dance  not 
unlike  a Scotch  reel.  After  diftributing  among 
them  different  Chriftmas  boxes,  to  the  number  of 
about  fifty,  we  attended  prayers  in  a large  room ; 
myfelf  read  feledt  parts  of  the  fervice,  and  Mr.. 
H clofed  our  church  attendance  with  a chap- 

ter from  our  Saviour’s  fermon  on  the  mount,  and 
a dialogue  of  pra&ical  chriftianity  on  the  heads  of 
refip nation  towards  God,  and  peace  towards  men. 
This  day,  and  almoft  every  day,  I had  many  cha- 
raibe  vifitors  tendering  prefents.  I laid  down  a 
rule  to  receive  no  prefents  but  from  the  chiefs, for  the 
perfon  prefenting  experts  double  the  value  in  re- 
turn, and  the  charaibes  are  too  numerous  for  a ge- 
neral dealing  on  fuch  terms,  either  with  views  to 
privacy  or  osconomy.  I thould  not  omit  that  yef- 
terday  morning  the  chiefs,  Anfelm  and  Brunau,  who 
had  vifited  me  the  evening  before,  came  to  fee  me, 
and  politely  having  obferved  that  they  would  not  in- 
termingle, in  their  firft  vifit  of  congratulation,  on  my 
coming  to  St.  Vincent’s,  any  matter  of  another  nature, 
proceeded  to  demand  quelle s nonvelles  de  la  France , 
and  then  quelle  s nonvelles  de  l ' J Tighter  re  ; and  thus 
proceeded  gradually  to  open  the  tendency  of  the 
queftion,  as  relating  to  the  deligns  of  government 
touching  themfelves.  It  fcems  that  fome  perfons  of 
this  colony,  travelling  into  their  country,  and  look- 
ing over  the  delightful  plains  of  Grand  Sable  from 
Morne  Young,  had  exclaimed,  “ what  a pity  this 
country  yet  belongs  to  the  favage  Charaibes  /”  and  this 
kind  of  language  repeated  among  them,  had  awakr 

ened 


w-l  N.DW-ARD  ISLANDS. 


.cned  jealoufies  and  apprehenfions,  and  Tome  French  chap. 
difcontented  fugitives  from  Martinico  and  elfewhere  xnr. 
had  (as  had  been  heard  from  the  Charaibes  at  st.vincen: 
Kingfton)  given  a rumour  that  I was  come  out 
* with  fome  project  for  difpolTeffing  them  by  the 
Engiitli  government.  To  remove  thefe  jealoufies, 

I told  them,  ‘ That  private  a man  as  I was,  and  come 
merely  to  look  at  my  efcate,  and  fettle  my  private 
affairs,,  T would  venture,  on  perfonal  knowledge  of 
the  minifter,  and  character  of  our  common  king, 
and  unalterable  principles  of  our  government,  to 
affure  them,  that  whilft  they  continued  their  alle- 
giance, and  adhered  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
1773,  no  one  dare  touch  their  lands,  and  that 
Grand  Sable  was  as  fafe  to  them  as  was  Calliaqua 
to  me:  it  was  treafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  king 
would  not  keep  his  word,  according  to  the  condi- 
tions of  that  treaty  and  if  any  fubjetls  ventured 
to  trefpafs  on  them,  they  would,  on  proper  repre- 
fentations,  be  punifned.  For  myfelf,  I affirmed  a 
mien  of  anger,  that  they  fhould  forget  their  na- 
tional principle  in  exception  of  me.  If  friendfhips 
and  enmities  defeended  from  father  to  fon,  they 
mufl  know  me  for  their  fteadiefl  friend,  and  inca- 
pable of  any  injuftice  towards  them.’  They  feemed 
very  much  pleafed  with  this  fort  of  language,  and 
affured  me  of  their  flrongeft  regard  and  confidence, 
and  would  hear  no  more  lies  or  tales  to  the  preju- 
dice of  myfelf,  or  of  the  defigns  of  government. 

They  invited  me  to  come  and  tafte  their  hofpitality, 
and  I promifed  to  do  fo,  and  we  parted  as  I could 
wifli  — the  befl  friends  in  the  world. 
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chap.  December  26.  This  was  a day  of  ChriftrrMS- 
xnr.  gambols.  In  the  morning  we  rode  out,  and  in  the 
St.  Vincent.  town  of  Calliaqua  law  many  negroes  attending  high 
mafs  at  the  popifh  chapel.  The  town  was  like  a 
Very  gay  fair,  with  booths,  furnilhed  with  every 
thing  good  to  eat  and  fine  to  wear.  The  negroes 
(with  a very  few  exceptions)  were  all  dreffed  in  pattern 
cottons  and  muflins,  and  the  young  girls  with  petti- 
coat on  petticoat ; and  all  had  handkerchiefs,  put  on 
with  fancy  and  tafte,  about  their  heads.  Returning 
to  the  villa,  we  were  greeted  by  a party  which  fright- 
ened the  boys.  It  was  the  Moco  Jumbo  and  his 
fuite  *.  The  Jumbo  was  on  flilts,  with  a head, 
mounted  on  the  adtor’s  head,  which  was  concealed : 
the  mufic  was  from  two  bafkets,  like  flrawberry 
bafkets,  with  little  bells  within,  fhook  in  time, 
The  fwordfman  danced  with  an  air  of  menace,  the 
nrufician  was  comical,  and  Jumbo  affumed  the 
“ antic  terrible,”  and  was  very  adtive  on  his  flilts. 
We  had  a large  company  to  dinner;  and  in  the  even- 
ing I opened  the  ball  in  the  great  court,  with  a 
minuet,  with  black  Phillis,  Granny  Sarah  be- 
ing indifpofed  : our  mufic  confided  of  two  ex- 
cellent fiddles,  Johnny  and  Fijher,  from  my  Pem- 
broke eflate,  and  Grandifon,  tamborin  of  the  villa; 
there  flood  up  about  eighteen  couple;  the  men 
negroes  were  dreffed  in  the  higheft  beauifm,  with 
muffin  frills,  high  capes,  and  white  hats;  and  one 
beau  had  a large  fan.  The  negro  girls  were  ail 
dreffed  gay  and  fine,  with  handkerchiefs  folded 

taftefully 

* Without  doubt  the  Mumbo  Jamb)  of  the  Mandengoes* 
Vide  Park’s  Travels,  c.  3,  p.  39. 
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taftefully  about  their  heads,  and  gold  ear-rings  and 
necklaces : the  girls  were  nearly  all  field  negroes ; 
there  are  but  four  female  flaves  as  domedicks  in 
the  villa.  In  England,  no  idea  of  “ jolly  Chrid- 
“ mas”  can  be  imagined,  in  companion  with  the 
three  days  of  Chriftmas  in  St.  Vincent’s.  In  every 
place  is  feen  a gaiety  of  colours  and  drefs,  and  a 
correfponding  gaiety  of  mind  and  fpirits;  fun  and 
finery  are  general.  This  moment  a new  party  of 
muficians  are  arrived  with  an  African  Balafo , an 
infhrument  compofed  of  pieces  of  hard  wood  of 
different  diameters,  laid  on  a row  over  a fort  of 
box : they  beat  on  one  or  the  other  fo  as  to 
ftrike  out  a good  mufical  tune.  They  played  two 
or'three  African  tunes;  and  about  a dozen  girls, 
hearing  the  found,  came  from  the  huts  to  the' great 
court,  and  began  a curious  and  mofi  iafcivious 
dance,  with  much  grace  as  well  as  aft  ion ; of  the 
lad  plenty  in  truth. 

Sunday,  January  1,  1792.  Rode  over  to  my 
Pembroke  eftate  in  the  valley  of  Buccament,  about 
fix  miles  diftant,  to  the  leeward  of  Kingdom  The 
road  is  over  the  mod  rugged  and  towering  hills, 
with  occafional  precipices  of  rock  of  a reddifh  dark 
hue,  and  for  the  red  covered  with  bufhes  and  fome 
fine  trees.  In  the  vales,  between  the  ridges,  and 
on  every  practicable  afcent,  are  cultivated  grounds, 
and  the  whole  is  a mixture  of  the  rich  and  the  ro« 
mantick.  The  road  winds  much,  to  avoid  the 
deep  ravines  and  gullies.  The  flight  of  a bird 
cannot  be  more  than  three  miles  from  Kingdon  to 
Buccament.  We  entered  the  valley  of  Buccament 
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chap,  by  a ravine,  called  Keillan’s  land,  belonging  to 
me. 

St.  Vincent.  The  vale  of  Buccament  brings  to  mind  the 
happy  and  fecluded  valley  of  Rafielas,  prince  of 
Abyffinia.  The  valley,  containing  about  3,000 
acres,  is  hemmed  on  each  fide  by  towering  hills* 
whofe  deep  afcents  have  in  parts  peeled  off  or  iplit 
in  the  dorm,  and  now  are  left  precipices  of  bare 
rock,  appearing  between  ftreaks  of  the  higheft  ver- 
dure, from  which  occafionally  (hoots  the  mountain 
cabbage-tree  *.  In  the  center  of  the  valley  (lands 
an  infulated  mountain,  whofe  height,  through  an 
interdice  in  the  rugged  boundary  of  the  vale,  looks 
down  on  the  garriion  of  BerkPnire  hill,  and  Berk- 
fhire  hill  is  627  feet  above  the  fea.  The  hills* or 
rocks  that  Brut  in  the  valley,  again  command  the 
hill  in  the  center.  Down  the  vale  runs  a fine  and 
rapid  river,  abounding  with  the  fined  mullet  and 
other  fifh  ; its  bed  is  obdruded  with  fragments  of 
rocks  from  the  fkirting  mountains.  Its  murmurs 
fill  the  vale-  It  winds  round  the  center  hill,  and 
then  pours  draight  into  the  fea.  The  valley,  as  it 
coads  the  fea,  is  about  one  mile  over.  It  dretches 
inland  about  five  miles;  its  greated  breadth,  half- 
way from  the  fea,  is  two  miles.  From  the  mount, 
in  the  center,  it  forms  a mod  luxuriant  picture  of 
cultivation,  contraded  with  romantic  views,  and 
feems  wholly  fecluded  from  all  the  world.  My 
Pembroke  edate  takes  in  the  hill  in  the  center, 
and  thence  runs  along  the  river-fide,  comprehend- 
ing 

* Called  alfo  the  Palmeto-Reyal.  See  it  defcribed  at  large, 
vol.  i.  p.  20. 
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ing  all  the  valley  on  one  fide,  to  within  a quarter  of  c h a p. 
a mile  of  the  lea.  xin. 

A negro  gave  fignal  of  my  approach  to  the  houfe,  sTwnceau 
and  all  the  negroes  came  forth  to  greet  me,  and 
with  a welcome  as  warm  as  that  at  Calliaqua.  They 
caught  hold  of  my  bridle,  my  feet,  and  my  coat  j 
every  one  anxious  for  a fhare  in  leading  me  up  to 
the  houfe  ; and  indeed  they  attempted  to  take  me 
off  my  horfe  and  carry  me,  but  1 begged  them  to 
defifl. 

Friday,  January  6.  I vifited  Berkfhire  hill, 
and  went  over  the  fortifications.  The  hill  itfelf  is 
a rock,  and,  from  its  precipices,  is  fcarcely  available  ^ 
where  it  is  fo,  parts  have  been  cut  away,  and,  take 
art  and  nature  together,  the  place  may  be  deemed 
impregnable.  The  point  above  hath  been  flatted 
off,  fo  as  to  admit  room  on  its  furface  for  moll 
commodious  barracks  for  a complete  regiment, 

-{lores,  refervoirs,  &c.  all  bomb-proof.  In  my  dif- 
ferent excurfions,  I continued  to  infpedt  the  per- 
fons  of  the  negroes,  and  1 can  aflert,  that  not  one 
in  fifty  of  thole  I have  feen  has  been  marked  with 
the  whip,  with  exception  to  the  gang  employed  at 
the  public  works  on  Berkfhire  hill.  This  gang 
may  be  fuppofed  to  confift  for  the  molt  part  of  re- 
probate and  bad  negroes,  who  have  been  fold  from 
eftates  for  riddance  of  their  practices  and  examples. 

They  chiefly  belong,  as  an  entire  gang,  to  the  over- 
fee r of  the  works,  who  may  be  fuppofed  to  pick 
them  up  cheap,  being  bad  characters,  though  com- 
petent to  their  bufinefs,  under  the  controul  of  the 
military.  The  inhabitants,  not  willing  to  fend  their 
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chap,  able  men  to  the  publick  works,  for  fear  of  evil 
xirI-  communication,  commute  their  quota  of  labourers, 
sf.  Vine  cm.  by  paying  the  overfeer  a certain  fum  to  find  others 
in  their  room. 

Friday,  January  13,  179a.  The  Charaihe 
chief  of  all,  Chat  oyer , with  his  brother  */«  Vallee , and 
fix  of  their  fons,  came  to  pay  me  a vifit,  and  brought 
their  prefents ; a dool  of  Charaibe  workmanlhip, 
and  a very  large  cock  turkey  of  the  wild  breed,  which 
with  a hen  I mean  for  England.  Chatoyer  and  du 
Vallee  were  well  dreffed  ; as  a mark  of  refpecd,  they 
came  without  arms.  We  had  much  converfation 
with  them,  and  I gave  in  return  a filver  mounted 
hanger  to  Chatoyer,  and  a powder  horn  to  du  Val- 
lee. The  latter  is  polfeifed  of  nine  negro  flaves,  and 
has  a cotton  plantation.  He  is  the  mod  enlightened 
of  the  Charaibes,  and  may  be  termed  the  founder 
of  civilization  among  them.  Chatoyer  and  his 
fons  dined  at  the  villa,  and  drank  each  a bottle  of 
claret.  In  the  evening  they  departed  in  high  glee, 
with  many  exprellions  of  friendfhip. 

January  17.  I vifited  the  king’s  botanic 
garden.  Dr.  Anderfon  went  round  the  garden  with 
me.  It  confids  of  about  thirty  acres,  of  which  fix- 
teen  are  in  high  garden  cultivation.  The  variety, 
beauty,  growth,  and  health  of  the  plants,  from  all 
quarters  of  the  globe,  is  mod  ftriking.  It  is  a 
feene  for  a painter  as  well  as  a botanid.  The 
quicknafs  of  vegetation  is  adonidiing  : fome  Eng- 
lifh  oak  of  three  years  growth  are  above  feven  feet 
high.  The  Indian  teak  wood,  lull  eighteen  feet  high, 
and  fix  inches  diameter,  of  only  four  years  growth. 

This 
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This  being  a remarkable  hard  and  durable  wood,  chap. 
Jeads  me  to  note  the  general  remark  of  Dr.  Anderfon , xjii. 

“ that  in  this  country,  where  vegetation  never  flops 
“ or  is  checked,  the  hardeft  woods  are  of  growth  as 
“ quick  as  the  moft  pulpous  or  foft  texture.”  Dr. 

Anderfon  is  multiplying  to  a great  extent  all  the 
ufeful  trees ; the  Chinefe  tallow  tree,  the  gum  ara- 
ble, the  Peruvian  bark,  the  balfamof  Capiri,  the  cin- 
namon, &c.  he.  N.  B , I name  them  from  their 

uroduce. 

▲ 

January  23.  Never  palling  a Have  without 
-obferving  his  back,  either  in  the  field  or  on  the 
road,  or  wenches  wafhing  in  the  rivers,  I have  feen 
not  one  back  marked,  befides  that  of  the  woman 
cbferved  before  on  Mr.  Greathead’s  eftate  (in  whom 
I may  be  miftaken  as  to  the  caufe)  and  one  new 
negro  unfold  at  Kingfton,  who  found  means  to  ex- 
plain to  me  that  he  was  fumfumm’d  (flogged)  by 
the  furgeon  of  the  fhip;  and  he  feenied  to  have 
had  two  cr  three  ftrokes  with  a cat.  I note  it  in 
the  language  of  one  accuftomed  to  attend  military 
punilhments. — At  my  eftate,  and  I believe  on  meft 
others,  confinement  is  the  ufual  punifhment.  Three 
have  been  punifhed  at  Calliaqua,  fince  my  arrival; 

Sampfon  has  received  ten  lafhes,  and  two  men  were 
put  into  the  flocks,  of  whom  Indian  Will  was  one, 
for  getting  drunk  and  cutting  a negro  lad’s  head 
open  in  his  paffion  ; he  was  releafed  the  next  morn- 
ing. The  other  was  a watchman  at  the  mill,  from 
which  the  fails  had  been  ftolen  ; he  was  confined 
for  two  nights  in  terrorem,  and  then,  no  difeovery 
•being  made  of  the  theft,  he  was  releafed. 
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January  26.  Sailed  from  Nanton’s  harbour 
in  the  Maria  fchooner  of  28  tons,  took  our  de- 
parture at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  coafted  to  leeward, 
and  came  off  St.  Lucia  in  the  evening. 

Friday,  27.  Off  Dominica  in  the  morning, 
becalmed.  In  the  evening  a breeze  lprung  up 5 
and, 

Saturday,  2S.  Came  at  day-break  off  Bafle- 
terre,  in  Guadaloupe ; hailed  a hilling  boat  and 
bought  home  hlh  ; the  people  laid  all  was  quiet; 
tout  va  bien  a la  Guadaloupe. 

Saw  a very  large  fpermaceti  whale  fpouting  and 
playing  clofe  a-head  in  the  channel  between  Gua- 
daloupe  and  Antigua.  Came  to  an  anchor  at 
5 P.  M.  in  Old  Road  bay , Antigua.  Walked  up  an 
excellent  level  coach  read  half  a mile,  to  the  old-road 
plantation  boufe.  A mulatto  boy  getting  before, 
gave  notice  of  Mafia  being  on  the  way.  Every 
hoe  was  now  thrown  down,  and  a general  huzza 
followed  j and  my  good  creoles,  man,  woman,  and 
child,  ran  to  meet  me  with  fuch  ecftacy  of  welcome, 
embracing  my  knees,  catching  my  hands,  cloaths, 
&c.  &c.  that  1 thought  I fhould  never  have  reached 
the  houfe.  At  length,  in  joyous  proceffion,  with 
handkerchiefs  for  flags,  I was  conveyed  to  the  old 
manfion  of  my  anceftors,  and  gave  my  good  people 
a treat  of  rum,  and  all  was  dance  and  fong. 

Sunday,  29.  Enquiring  into  the  condition  of 
the  eftate  and  fituation  of  the  negroes,  I found 
the  latter  generally  diffatisfied  with  their  manager, 

Mr.  R . Their  complaints  wrere  directed 

chiefly  to  his  curtailing  the  allowance  of  the  old 
* people, 


WINDWARD  ISLANDS. 

people,  and  {itch  others  as  were  incapable  of  labour  ; 
and  his  frequency  and  feverity  of  punilhments. 
The  fir  ft  complaint  I removed  inftantly,  by  order- 
ing the  full  allowance  of  induftrious  youth  to  me- 
ritorious age.  For  the  fecond  (on  examining  into 
the  grounds  of  allegation,  and  finding  them  juft)  I 
immediately  difcharged  Mr.  R.  and  appointed  Air. 

H , who  had  been  two  years  on  the  eftate,  and 

much  liked  by  the  negroes  to  be  their  manager. 
Their  fatisfadtion  on  both  accounts  feemed  com- 
plete and  general. 

Monday,  30.  Went  to  St.  John’s,  a large, 
and  in  many  parts  a well  built  town,  and  the  church 
an  excellent  building,  as  is  likewife  the  town  or 
court  houfe  but  the  town  itfelf  has  the  appear- 
ance of  ruined  trade  and  deferted  habitancy.  The 
country  for  twelve  miles,  from  the  old  road  planta- 
tion to  St.  John’s,  is  open,  with  very  few  trees  or 
even  fhrubs,  but  beautiful  in  its  fwells  of  ground, 
fcarcely  to  be  called  hills,  fpotted  with  buildings, 
and  varied  with  inlets  of.  the  fea  opening  in  dif- 
ferent points  of  view  ; high  but  infrudfuous  culti- 
vation cover  every  acre.  The  roads  excellent,  and 
every  thing  (peaking  the  civilization,  art,  and  toil 
of  man ; but  nature  anfwers  not.  Under  the 
drought  all  fails : heat,  with  little  or  no  moifiure, 
generates  nothing.  Partial  rains  have  this  year,  as 
often  before,  given  hopes  to  the  planter  for  his 
canes,  and  to  the  negro  for  his  provifions ; but  the 
feafon  has  again  failed,  and  their  hopes  are  blafted. 
The  whole  is  a pifture  of  difappointment,  in  land, 
bead,  and  man.  The  negro  houfes  are  excellent, 

and 
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chap,  and  many  of  them  of  (lone;  but  no  in-doors  can 
xin.  give  {fog  face  0f  comfort  and  contentment,  if  all 
Antigua.  1S  wanting  beyond  the  threfhold.  The  negroes 
having  little  or  no  provifions  from  their  grounds, 
are  fed  by  allowance  from  the  planters,  many  them- 
felves  in  diftrefs,  which  fcants  that  allowance.  On 
eflates  in  good  condition,  it  is  twelve  quarts  of 
corn,  with  two  or  three  pounds  of  fait  provifion 
per  week. 

Thursday,  February  2.  Being  a day  which 
I had  allotted  for  a holiday  to  the  negroes,  we 
went  early  to  the  valley  of  the  old  road.  In  the 
morning  I diflributed  ten  barrels  of  herrings  amongft 
the  negroes,  and  in  the  evening  we  had  a very  imarfc 
well-drelTed  Negro  ball  in  the  hall  of  my  old  man- 

lion.  Mr.  L and  myfelf  both  impartially 

allowed  the  negroes,  young  men  and  girls,  to  dance 
better  in  ftep,  in  grace,  and  corredtnefs  of  figure, 
than  our  fafhiona'ole,  or  indeed  any  couples  at  any 
ball  in  England;  taking  that  ball  generally,  there 
is  no  one  negro  dances  ill.  I danced  a country  dance 
with  old  Hannah,  and  a minuet  with  long  Nanny, 
Not  a complaint  remains  at  the  old  road. 

Friday,  February  3.  Returning  from  old  road 
to  Dr.  Fairbairn’s,  1 there  faw  Mr.  Floffman  the 
Moravian  million  ary,  whofe  blamelejs  life  fill  anjwers, 
to  his  Jong.  The  Moravian  miffionaries  are  of  the 
higheft  character  for  moral  example,  as  well  as  gentle 
manners  ; and  they  preach  the  doctrines  of  peace 
and  good  will  to  all  men,  and  to  all  governments. 
They  affimilate  in  fimplicity  bed  with  the  minds 
of  the  negroes,  and  in  their  afliduity  and  gpodnefs, 

have. 
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have,  I fear,  but  few  equals  amongft  the  regular 
clergy  in  the  Weft  Indies.  It  was  with  difficulty 
1 prevailed  on  the  good,  mild,  and  d'ilinterefted  Mr. 
Hoffman,  to  receive  annually  for  his  domeftick  ufe 
a fmall  barrel  of  fugar,  and  a quarter  calk  of  rum, 
as  a token  of  my  regard  for  his  attention  to  my  ne- 
groes on  the  old  road  eftate. 

Sunday,  February  5.  In  the  evening  embarked 
for  Martinique. 

Monday,  6.  Becalmed  off  Guadaloupe. 

Tuesday,  7.  At  feven  in  the  evening  came 
into  St.  Pierre’s  bay,  and  paffing  under  the  Item 
of  an  18  gun  ftoop  of  war,  fhe  hailed  us  to  come 
on  board.  I went  on  board  with  the  captain  of  our 
fchooner.  The  French  officer  commanding  the 
iloop,  on  my  ftating  that  our  veffel  was  not  com- 
mercial, but  merely  having  on  board  Englifhmen, 
paffengers,  told  me  that  the  fchooner  mud  imme- 
diately come  to  an  anchor  under  his  ftern,  but  that 
myfelf  and  other  gentlemen  might  go  on  Ibore. 
Returning  to  the  fchooner,  a ferjeant  of  the  national 
guards  followed  us  in  a fhailop,  and  faicl  he  was 
come  by  orders  to  conduft  us  on  (liore ; we  went 
with  him.  On  landing,  he  told  us  we  muft  pro- 
ceed to  the  hotel  de  I'intendant , Monfieur  le  Cheva- 
lier de  Menerad.  He  marched  us  above  a mile  to 
the  hotel,  and  paffing  within  the  centinel  at  en- 
trance of  the  court,  afked  for  the  governor,  who 
■was  out,  and  only  a black  boy  in  the  houfe,  who 
knew  not  where  the  governor  was  to  be  found.  The 
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national  ferjeant  talked  in  a high  tone  of  brutal 
command,  and  faid  we  muft  ftay  all  night  in  the 


open 
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chap,  open  air,  or  until  the  governor  was  found.  I nfed 
XI1I<  every  kind  of  language,  but  all  in  vain.  I was 


Martinique,  afterwards  told  that  I had  omitted  the  effential  ar- 
gument with  thefe  liberty-corps,  to  wit,  ‘ a Johannes / 
About  ten  o’clock  a Monfieur  De  la  Coir,  lieute- 
nant of  police,  arrived,  apparently  on  other  bufmefs. 
I told  him  my  name  and  fituation.  He  behaved 
moft  politely,  and  told  the  fcrjeant  he  fhould  take 
us  to  the  hotel  dcs  Americains , the  bell  tavern  in  St. 
Pierre,  giving  himfelf  fecurity  for  our  forthcoming 
next  morning.  Whilft  the  receipt  for  our  bodies 
was  writing,  the  governor,  Chevalier  de  Menerad, 
arrived:  on  my  name  being  mentioned,  he  behaved 
moft  politely,  afked  my  whole  party  to  fupper, 
and  offered  me  a bed.  Having  complained  of  the 
ferjeant’s  conduct,  he  immediately  told  him  to  leave 
the  room,  and  made  a general  apology,  giving  me 
plainly  to  underftand  that  there  was  fcarcely  the 
appearance  of  law,  government,  or  any  authority  at 
Martinique. 


The  national  regiments  had  arrived  a year  be- 
fore. The  inhabitants  were  of  a different  party. 
The  old  corps  on  duty  there  of  an  uncertain  or 
undecided  character,  and  tire  conftitution  of  the 
mother  country  being  unfettled,  and  no  perfons  in 
Martinique  knowing  who  were  finally  to  be  upper- 
niofi,  all  were  afraid  to  affume  a refpotrfibility. 

i thanked  the  governor  for  his  polite  invita- 
tion, but  declined  accepting  what  the  flate  of  his 
houle,  and  having  no  domeflicks,  proved  to  be  a 
mere  invitation  of  compliment.  His  wife  and  fa- 
mily were  at  Guadaloupe. 


Monsieur 
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Monsieur  De  la  Cour  concluded  us,  at  near  chap. 
eleven  at  night,  to  the  American  hotel,  where,  xm. 
finding  an  excellent  houfe  and  a truly  Parifian 
cook,  we  laughed  over  our  difficulties. 

Monsieur  De  i.a  C'our  and  Monfieur  Penan, 
our  banker,  next  morning  confirmed  the  ftate  of 
government  in  Martinique,  as  before  mentioned  : 
all  was  a calm,  but  it  was  fuch  a calm  as  generally 
precedes  a hurricane.  With  refped  to  the  fiaves, 
they  are  perfectly  quiet.  For  the  free  mulattoes 
and  gens  de  conleur  (who  are  twice  as  numerous 
as  the  white  inhabitants)  they  too  are  waiting 
the  refult  of  afcendant  parties  in  old  France. 

For  the  whites,  they  are  generally,  as  far  as  I can 
find,  friends  to  the  old  government,  and  they 
declare  themfelves  moll  openly;  hence  the  new 
ads  of  the  national  affembly  are  yet  unexecuted. 

The  church  remains  on  its  ancient  footing,  and 
the  convents  are  filled  with  the  fame  people,  Capu- 
chins and  Urfulines,  but  the  Capuchins  appear  not 
in  the  open  ftreets. 

In  this  ftate  of  political  diffidence,  commerce  has 
loft  its  adivity,  and  credit  is  gone ; yet  money  feems 
to  be  plenty ; but  there  is  little  or  no  trade  in  this 
great  and  once  commercial  town.  Inftead  of  fifty 
or  more  large  fugar  fhips,  which  fhould  at  this 
feafon  be  feen  in  the  bay,  there  are  only  nine;  and 
even  thefe  feem  in  general  to  be  final!.  American 
veffels  (fchooners  and  floops)  are  numerous;  perhaps 
there  may  be  forty. 

Wednesday,  February  8.  We  amufed  our- 
ielves  in  walking  about  the  town  and  purchafmg 
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prefents  for  our  friends ; bijouterie  of  Madame 
Gentier,  embroiderie  of  Madame  Nodau,  and  liqueurs 
of  Grandmaifon. 

The  town  of  St.  Pierre  extends  alongon  the  beach* 
It  is  above  two  miles  in  length,  and  in  breadth 
about  half  a mile.  The  buildings  are  of  ftone,  and 
handfome.  The  fhops  are  many  of  them  well  de- 
corated. The  jeweller  and  filverfmith’s  (liop  (Gou- 
tier’s)  is  as  brilliant  as  any  in  London  or  Paris. 
Trade  being  nearly  extinguifhed  in  the  harbour, 
the  embers  of  what  it  has  been  glimmer  in  the 
fhops. 

Thursday,  February  9.  In  the  evening  we 
embarked  for  St.  Vincent’s. 

Friday,  February  10.  Early  this  morning  were 
in  fight  of  St.  Vincent’s,  off  the  Sugar  Loaves  of 
St.  Lucie,  and  there  clofe  in  with  the  land.  A fine 
breeze  fpringing  up,  we  run  over  the  channel  of 
feven  leagues  in  three  hours,  and  then  coafted  down 
to  windward  of  St.  Vincent’s,  a beautiful  and  rich 
country,  moftly  in  poffeffion  of  the  Charaibes.  At 
four  in  the  afternoon  we  anchored  in  Young’s  Bay, 
landed,  and  once  more  found  ourfelves  in  the  com- 
fortable manfion  of  Calliaqua.  My  voyage  to  An- 
tigua has  put  me  in  full  poffeffion  of  the  queflion 
concerning  the  beft  mode  of  feeding  the  negroes. 
1 am  fpeaking  of  the  difference  in  their  fituation  in 
regard  to  plenty  and  comfort,  when  fed  by  allow- 
ance from  the  mafter,  as  in  Antigua;  or  when  fup- 
ported  by  provifion  grounds  of  their  own,  as  in  St. 
Vincent’s.  In  the  firfF  cafe,  oppreffion  may,  and 
certainly  in  lome  inftances  and  in  different  degrees 

doth. 
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6oth,  actually  exift,  either  as  to  quantity  or  quality  chap, 
of  food  ; befides  the  circumftance  of  food  for  him-  xni. 
felf,  the  negro  fuffers  too  in  his  poultry  and  little  st!v^n«nt! 
flock,  which  are  his  wealth.  The  maintenance  of 
his  pigs,  turkies,  or  chickens,  muff  often  fubtradt 
from  his  own  dinner,  and  that  perhaps  a fcanty  one, 
or  he  cannot  keep  flock  at  all;  and  a negro  without 
flock,  and  means  to  purchafe  tobacco  and  other 
little  conveniences,  and  fome  finery  too  for  his  wife, 
is  miferable. 

In  the  fecond  cafe,  of  the  negro  feeding  himfelf 
with  his  own  provifions,  affifled  only  with  fait  pro- 
vifions  from  his  mafler  (three  pounds  of  fait  fifh, 
or  an  adequate  quantity  of  herrings,  per  week,  as  in 
St.  Vincent’s)  the  fituation  of  the  negro  is  in  propor- 
tion to  his  induflry ; but  generally  fpeaking  it  affords 
him  a plenty  that  amounts  to  comparative  wealth, 
viewing  any  peafantry  in  Europe.  On  my  cflate 
at  Calliaqua,  forty-fix  acres  of  the  richefl  ground 
are  fet  apart  for  the  negro  gardens,  where  they  work 
voluntarily  in  the  two  hours  they  have  every  noon  to 
themfelves,  on  the  half  holiday  in  the  week,  and  Sun- 
days; and  their  returns  are  fuch  that  in  my  negro  vil- 
lage,containing  eighty-five  huts,  there  is  fcarcely  one 
but  has  a goat  and  kids,  two  or  three  pigs,  and  fome 
poultry  running  about  it.  All  this  flock  is  plentifully 
fed  from  the  negroe’s  garden,  and  how  plentifully 
the  garden  tupplies  him  will  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing fa<£t.  From  the  late  Guinea  fales,  I havepurclmf- 
ed  altogether  twenty  boys  and  girls,  from  ten  to  thir- 
teen years  old.  It  is  the  practice,  on  bringing  them 
to  the  eflate,  to  difcribute  them  in  the  huts  of 

Creole 
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chap.  Creole  negroes,  under  their  direction  and  care,  who 
xiii.  are  to  feed  them,  train  them  to  work,  and  teach 
sTaw^.  them  their  new  language.  For  this  care  of  feeding 
and  bringing  up  the  young  African,  the  Creole  ne- 
groe  receives  no  allowance  of  provifions  whatever. 
He  receives  only  a knife,  a calabafh  to  eat  from, 
and  an  iron  boiling  pot  for  each.  On  firft  view  of 
this  it  looks  like  oppreffion,  and  putting  the  bur- 
then of  lupporting  another  on  the  negro  who  re- 
ceives him;  but  the  reverfe  is  the  fact.  When  the 
new  negroes  arrived  on  the  efrate,  I thought  the 
manager  would  have  been  tom  to  pieces  by  the 
number  and  earneftnefs  ot  the  applicants  to  have  an 
inmate  from  among  them.  The  competition  was 
violent,  and  troublefome  in  the  extreme.  The  fact 
is,  that  every  negro  in  his  garden,  and  at  his  leifure 
hours,  earning  much  more  than  what  is  necefiary  to 
feed  him,  thefe  young  inmates  are  the  wealth  of  the 
negro  w'ho  entertains  them,  and  for  whom  they 
work ; their  work  finding  plenty  for  the  little 
houfhold,  and  a furplus  for  fale  at  market,  and  for 
feeding  his  ffcock.  This  fact  was  in  proof  to  me 
from  the  felicitations  of  the  Creole  negroes  in  ge- 
neral (and  w'ho  had  large  families  of  their  own)  to 
take  another  inmate,  on  conditions  of  feeding  him, 
and  with  a right  to  the  benefit  of  his  work  *.  As 
foon  as  the  young  negro  has  pafied  his  apprentice- 
fhip,  and  is  fit  for  work  in  the  field,  he  has  a hut 

of 

*•  Compare  this  with  what  is  faidon  the  fame  fubjeA,  vol.  ii. 
p.  154.  It  was  impoffible  that  two  perfons,  writing  in  different 
ifiands,  could  agree  fo  very  precifely,  unlefs  their  observations 
were  founded  in  truth. 
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of  his  own,  and  works  a garden  on  his  own  account. 
Of  the  fait  provisions  given  out  to  the  negroes,  the 
finefl  fort  are  the  mackarel  halted  from  America, 
and  the  negroes  are  remarkably  fond  of  them.  My 

brother  H (who  is  a manager  at  once  properly 

flridl,  and  moft  kind,  and  who  is  both  feared  and 
beloved  by  all  the  negroes)  indulges  them  by  fludy- 
ing to  give  a variety  in  their  provisions;  pork, 
beef,  and  fifh  of  different  forts.  A negro  prefers 
pork  to  beef;  one  pound  of  pork  will  go  as  far  as 
two  pounds  of  beef  in  his  mefs-pot.  This  little 

attention  of  Mr.  H to  the  negroes’  wi flies,  (hews 

how  much  of  their  comfort  mufl  even  depend  on 
the  mailer’s  regard  to  them. 

Wednesday,  February  22.  The  66th  regiment 
reviewed  Dy  general  Cuyler.  The  men  well-look- 
ing, the  manual  in  proper  time  and  exadt,  the  firing 
clofe,  and  the  level  good.  The  review  in  a word 
Shewed  this  regiment  to  be  well  difciplined,  and 
nothing  hurt  by  refidence  of  near  feven  years  in  the 
Weft  Indies. 

Monday,  March  5.  Embarked  in  the  Fairy 
Hoop  of  war  for  Tobago.  Got  under  way  at 
twelve. 

Tuesday,  March  6.  At  four  P.  M.  Tobago  in 
fight,  our  courfe  clofe  to  the  wind,  making  for  the 
body  of  the  ifland. 

Wednesday,  March  7.  Clofe  in  with  the  land, 
and  mofl  of  the  day  beating  to  windward  with 
a flrong  lee  current.  In  the  afternoon  were  off 
Man  o' war  bay. 

Vol.  III.  T Thursday, 
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Thursday,  March  8.  The  wind  E.  S.  E„ 
and  a ftrong  lee  current  againft  us  the  whole  night. 
At  day-break,  we  found  our  fhip  nearly  where  (he 
was  the  preceding  fun-fet.  In  the  evening  we 
weathered  St.  Giles’s  rocks  and  little  Tobago  on 
the  N.  E.  end  of  the  ifland.  Lay  too  during  the 
night. 

Friday,  March  9.  At  fun-rife,  were  off  Queen’s 
bay,  on  the  leeward  coaft,  whence  we  ran  down, 
with  both  wind  and  current  in  our  favour,  and  an- 
chored in  Rockly-bay  about  twelve  o’clock. 

Saturday,  March  10.  Went  to  Rife-land,  or 
Sandy  Point,  in  the  S.  W.  part  of  the  iAand,  a country 
almoft  flat,  but  beautifully  fpotted  with  mountain 
cabbages,  and  various  trees.  Trinidada,  at  eighteen 
miles  diftance,  appearing  plain  to  the  eye. 

Sunday,  March  11.  This  morning  early,  I rode 
five  miles  acrols  the  ifland  from  Rife-land  to  Ad- 
venture eflate,  in  Courland  bay-cl ivifion , In  tra- 
velling the  country,  and  on  my  return,  I was  much 
ftruck  with  its  beauty,  from  the  Flat  at  Sandy  Point 
gently  breaking  into  hills,  till  ultimately  at  the  N.  E. 
end  it  becomes  a feene  of  mountains  and  woods, 
I particularly  noticed  the  great  extent  of  provifion 
grounds,  and  the  fine  healthy  looks  of  the  negroes 
in  general,  arifing  from  the  plenty  around  them. 
I faw  no  marks  of  the  whip  on  their  backs,  at  leaft 
not  here  nor  at  Sr.  Vincent’s.  The  punifhments 
are  either  fo  unfrequent  or  fo  little  fevere,  as  to 
leave  no  traces  for  any  length  of  time. 

Sunday,  March  15.  Early  in  the  morning  fet 
out,  and  in  the  afternoon  reached  the  Louis  d' or 

eflate. 
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eftate.  Twenty-two  miles  from  Port  Louis,  from  the  chap. 
very  point  of  theTown  of  Port  Louis,  the  country  be-  xnr. 

comes  hilly ; and  as  you  further  advance,  the  hills  rife 
into  mountains  not  broken  and  rugged,  as  the  con- 
vulfed  country  of  St.  Vincent’s,  but  regular  though 
deep,  and  on  a large  fcale  of  regular  afcent  and  deice nt. 

The  fcene  of  nature  is  on  an  extenfive  fcale,  and 
gives  the  idea  of  a continent  rather  than  an  ifland. 

It  is  not  alone  its  vicinity,  to  the  Spanifh  main  that 
fuggefts  this  idea.  The  appearance  of  the  ifland 
fully  warrants  the  aflumption,  and  the  contiguity 
of  South  America,  only  more  fully  marks  its  being 
torn  therefrom,  and  of  its  being,  in  old  times,  the 
fouthern  point  or  bold  promontory  of  the  vail  bay 
of  Mexico. 

Friday,  March  16.  This  day  I rode  over  my 
eftate,  but  previous  to  any  remarks  thereon,  I mud 
notice  the  radical  words  and  language  of  the  Indian 
red  Charaibe  (Louis).  There  are  three  families  of 
red  Charaibes,  fettled  in  a corner  of  my  Louis  d’or 
eftate,  and  their  hiftory  is  briefly  this. — Louis  was 
five  years  old  when  his  father  and  family  fled  (about 
fifty  years  paft)  from  the  perfections  of  the  Africans 
or  black  Charaibes  of  St.  Vincent’s.  The  family 
has  fince  divided  into  three  diftinft  ones,  byincreafe 
of  numbers.  Louis  the  chief,  is  a very  fenfible 
man,  and  in  his  traffick  for  fiflr  and  other  articles, 
has  obtained  fome  knowledge  of  the  French  lan- 
guage. 

The  following  words  I took  from  found,  and 
with  accuracy ; for  on  reading  over  the  Charaibe 

T 2 words 
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chap,  words  to  Louis,  he  repeated  them  back  in  French 
xin.  to  me. 


* God — naked,  i.  e.  Grandmere  Wind— cazabal  - - Father — baba. 
The  Sun — vehu  - - Rain — conob  - - Mother — behee. 


larth — hoans;  - - - Mountain — weib  - Daughter-hania. 


Fire — vvat-ho’  - - - - Bird — ful’s  - - Death— hela ’hal. 

Water — tona  - - - - Filh — ato’  ...  Devil — qualeva. 


I in terrog Ated  Louis  as  to  religion:  he  is 
now  a catholic,  but  fays  the  Charaibe  belief  was  al- 
ways in  a future  (late. — Formerly,  they  ufed  to  bury 
the  defun £b  fitting  ~j~,  with  his  bow,  arrows,  &c. 
“ But  now,”  fays  Louis,  “ we  bury  an  long  et  droit  ft 
“ which  is  better ; for  when  fitting,  the  body  got 
“ retreci  (this  was  his  expreffon)  and  could  not 
“ eafilyftart  up  and  fly  to  heaven,  but  being  buried 
“ long  and  ftro.il , it  can  fly  up  diredtly  when  call- 
“ ed.”  This  argument  was  poflibly  fuggefted  by 
the  catholic  miff  onaries,  to  make  the  poor  Charaibes 
leave  the  old  pradtice.  Louis’s  belief  in  a future 
ftate  is  however  afeertained. 

But  now  to  remarks  on  the  eftate.  On  the 
beach  at  Queen’s- bay,  are  brick  and  ftone  pillars, 
not  unlike  the  great  gate  of  an  Englifh  park,  whence 
the  eye  is  directed  up  an  avenue  of  cocoa-nut  trees, 
and  from  thence,  in  the  fame  ftrait  line,  through 
a broad  and  regular  flreet  of  negro  houfes,  at  a 
mile  from  the  gate,  to  the  works,  which  terminates 
the  avenue,  and  have  the  appearance  of  a church 


* t queftioned  particularly  on  the  fignification  of  the  word 
tiaketi. 

f This  is  a curious  and  remarkable  illuftration  of  what  is  re- 
lated in  the  appendix  to  book  i.  vol.  i.  p.  147. 


Moon — mone 


Thunder — warawiarow  Son— wica. 


Tree — wewee 


Life — nee, 


built 
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built  in  form  of  the  letter  T,  with  a tower  raifed  on  chap. 
the  center.  Over  the  works  rifes  a precipice,  on  xm. 
which  Hands  the  manfion-houfe,  nobly  commanding 
the  whole  vale.  A fine  river  winds  from  the  back 
mountains,  under  the  point  of  the  great  ridge  on 
which  the  houfe  Hands,  and  then  pours  in  a direct 
line,  nearly  by  the  eaH  of  the  negro  village,  into  the 
lea.  In  its  courfe  it  lupplies  a canal  for  turning 
the  water-mill. 

The  negroes  on  this  eHate  are  a moH  quiet  and 
contented  people ; fome  alked  me  for  little  trifles 
of  money  for  different  purpofes,  which  I gave  them, 
but  there  was  not  one  complaint,  for  old  Caf- 
talio  came  to  me  as  a kind  of  deputation  from  the 
refr,  to  tell  me  that  “ mafia  Hamilton  was  good 
“ manager,  and  good  mafia.”  Indeed  the  ne- 
groes are  generally  treated  as  favourite  children, 
by  their  maffers  in  Tobago. 

The  necefiities  of  the  ifland  have  demanded 
the  refidence  ol  the  planter,  and  the  critical  Hate 
of  French  government,  and  the  wild  notions  and 
conduit  of  the  French  people  in  the  colonies, 
have  brought  the  old  Englifh  fettlers  in  Tobago, 
and  their  negroes,  to  a fyHem  of  reciprocal  re- 
gard and  mutual  determination  to  refill  particu- 
lar wrongs  or  a general  attack.  The  planters  here 
talk  of  the  negroes  as  their  refort,  to  be  depended 
on  againH  either  a licentious  garrifon,  an  arbitrary 
governor,  or  the  rnad  democracy  of  French  huclc- 
flers. 

The  negro  houfes  throughout  Tobago  are  much 
luperior  to  thofe  in  St.  Vincent’s,  or  even  in  An- 
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chap,  tigua.  Mr.  Franklyn,  junior,  informs  me  that  each 
xi  ir.  of  his  negro’s  houfes  has  coft  him  23  johannes, 
or  above  forty  pounds  derling,  including  the  ne- 
gro’s labour.  Thefe  houfes  are  built  of  boards, 
uniform  throughout  the  edate,  are  about  26  feet 
long  by  14  wide,  confiding  each  of  two  apart- 
ments, befides  a portico  or  covered  walk  with  a 
feat  in  front,  of  which  a clofet  at  the  end  is  taken 
from  the  portico  to  form  a fmall  kitchen  or  (lore- 
room.  The  roof  is  of  fhingles.  In  St.  Vincent’s 
the  negro  houfes  are  of  no  fixed  dimenfions ; fome 
are  very  large  and  fome  very  fmall,  according  to 
the  fancy  or  ability  of  the  negroes,  who  are  how- 
ever generally  affided  by  their  maders  with  pods 
and  main  timbers,  and  occafionally  fupplied  with 
boards.  Thus  the  village  is  irregular,  fome  houfes 
boarded,  fome  of  them  done  and  part  boards,  and 
mod  of  them  wattled  or  thatched.  Within,  the 
houfes  are  as  comfortable  as  thofe  at  Tobago,  but 
not  fo  durable;  and  the  portico  of  the  Tobago 
houfe  is  a fuperior  comfort. 

Saturday,  March  17.  I paded  the  morning 
in  feeing  various  of  my  negroes,  particularly  the 
women  and  their  Creole  children.  This  lad  year 
I have  had  an  increafe  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
only  one  has  died.  I ordered,  as  at  St. Vincent’s,  dve 
yards  of  fine  printed  cotton  to  every  woman  who 
had  reared  a child,  and  gave  ten  barrels  of  pork 
among  the  negroes  in  general.  Riding  out,  I 
paid  a vifit  of  (ome  length  to  the  red  Charaibe 
families,  of  whom  Louis  is  the  head  ; two  of  the 
young  women  were  really  hand  fome.  The  old  In- 
dian 
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dian  drefs  is  loft,  and  they  wore  handkerchiefs,  cot- 
ton petticoats,  and  jackets  like  the  negroes.  The 
huts  were  lcarcely  weather  tight,  being  wattled  and 
thatched,  crowded  with  all  their  filth  and  all  their 
wealth.  The  latter  confiding  of  great  variety  of 
nets  for  fifhing,  hammocks  for  fleeping  in,  and  dif- 
ferent forts  of  provifion,  (tores,  &c.  &c.  Beads, 
(tores,  and  people  all  in  one  room. 

At  two  o’clock  we  fet  out  for  Mr.  Clarke’s,  five 
miles  from  Louis  d’or,  on  the  road  to  Port  Louis. 
Mr.  Clarke’s  houfe  is  an  excellent  building,  framed 
in  England,  and  placed  on  the  very  pinnacle  of  the 
higheft  mountain  in  Tobago,  with  garden  and  dumb* 
beries,  abounding  with  birds  of  mod  fplendid  plu- 
mage. The  variety,  beauty,  and  number  of  the 
feathered  tribes  in  Tobago,  are  indeed  at  once  de- 
lightful and  aftoni filing.  I mud  obferve  further, 
on  the  country  of  Tobago,  that  although  it  is  not 
a twentieth  part  cultivated,  yet  it  is  all,  or  for 
the  mod  part,  improveable.  Mr.  Hamilton,  who 
has  palled  many  fucceflive  nights  in  the  woods,  and 
in  traverfing  the  country,  allures  me  there  is  no 
where  a rock,  or  fcarcely  a large  done,  to  be  found, 
except  upon  the  coafts  and  beach.  Though  the 
i'eafon  is  now  dry,  I obferved  in  many  parts  large 
fpots  or  fields  of  Guinea  grafs,  which  would  fatten 
cattle-  of  the  larged  breed.  As  a timber  and  a 
victualling  country,  it  fee  ms  valuable  in  an  imperial, 
as  well  as  commercial  point  of  view  ; a refource  to 
armies  and  fleets,  as  well  as  to  the  merchant  and 
planter, 
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Wednesday,  March  21.  At  6 in  the  evening 
I embarked  in  the  Lively  fchooner  for  Grenada. 

Thursday,  2ad.  At  6 in  the  evening  we  an- 
chored in  the  careenage  of  St.  George’s  town, 
Grenada,  and  immediately  landed. 

Sunday,  25.  In  the  forenoon  we  went  to 
church,  the  governor,  fpeaker  of  the  affembly,  of- 
ficers, he.  attending,  with  a refpeftable  congrega-r 
tion  of  people  of  all  colours.  In  the  gallery  was 
an  aflemblage  of  girls  and  boys  under  a mulatto 
fchool-mafter,  who  fung  pfalms  very  well  to  the  ac- 
companiment of  an  excellent  organ.  The  clergy- 
marl,  Mr.  Dent,  read  prayers,  and  preached  with 
great  devotion.  The  fervice  was  in  every  refpedt 
1110ft  creditable  to  the  ifland.  The  church  is 
plaip,  with  a handfome  fteeple,  and  a clock  given 
by'the  prefent  governor  Matthews. 

St.  George’s  is  a handfome  town,  built  chiefly 
of  brick,  and  confifts  of  many  good  houfes.  It  is 
divided  by  a ridge,  which,  running  into  the  fea,  forms 
on  one  fide  the  careenage,  and  on  the  other  the  bay. 
Thus  there  is  the  bay  town,  where  there  is  a hand- 
fome fquare  and  market  place,  and  the  careenage 
town,  where  the  chief  mercantile  houfes  are  fituated, 
the  flips  lying  land  locked,  and  in  deep  water  dole 
to  the  wharf.  On  the  ridge,  juft  above  the  road 
of  communication  between  the  towns,  ftands  the 
church;  and  on  the  promontory  or  bluff  head  of 
the  ridge,  ftands  a large  old  fort,  built  by  the 
Spaniards  when  in  poffetlion  of  Grenada.  It  is 
built  of  free-ftone,  is  very  fubftantially,  if  not 
(dent  ideally  conftructed,  and  contains  the  entire 
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45th  regiment.  The  67th  regiment  is  quartered  chap. 
in  the  new  barracks,  and  does  duty  on  the  new  for-  xm. 
tifications  of  Richmond-hill ; a very  drong  fituation 
to  the  eafl  or  north-eaft  of  the  town. 

Tuesday,  March  27.  Louis  la  Granade , chief 
of  the  Gens  de  couleur,  and  captain  of  a militia 
company,  came  to  the  government  houfe.  He 
feems  a fine  fpirited,  athletic  fellow, and  wears  a large 
gold  medal  about  his  neck,  being  a gift  from  the 
colony,  in  reward  for  his  various  fervices  and  ex- 
perienced fidelity  on  all  occafions.  The  mulattoes 
have  prefented  a moft  loyal  addrefs  to  the  go- 
vernor, dating  their  drong  attachment  to  the  King 
and  the  Britiili  conditution,  and  their  abhorrence  of 
all  innovation. 

Friday,  29.  At  ten  in  the  morning  we  failed 
from  Grenada  in  the  Fanfan  fchooner,  coaded  the 
leeward  fide  of  the  ifland  from  fouth  to  north ; 
it  feems  well  peopled,  and  in  general  it  appears  to 
be  a rich  fugar  country;  with  let's  variety  of  ground 
indeed  than  St.  Vincent’s, and  lefs  verdure.  Its  moun- 
tains are  but  lulls  in  comparifon  with  thofe  of  St. 

Vincent.  A waving  furface,  hills  gently  rifing  and 
falling,  characterize  Grenada.  Fieep  vallies  (haded 
with  abrupt  precipices  characterize  St.  Vincent’s. 

Saturday,  March  30.  At  three  in  the  morn-  St.  Vincent, 
ing  anchored  in  Kingdon-bay,  St.  Vincent’s,  and 
thence  rode  to  the  villa.  From  Grenada  to  St. 
Vincent’s,  our  fchooner  hugg’d  the  land  of  the  Gre  - 
nadines under  their  leeward  fide,  with  very  fmall  in- 
tervals of  channel.  The  Grenadine  lfles  and  detached 
jrocks,  are  fuppofed  to  be  about  120  in  number. 

Twelve 
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CHAP. 

XIII. 
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St.  Vincent. 


Twelve  of  thefe  little  ifles  are  faid  to  produce 
cotton. 

April  19.  Had  much  converfation  this  day 
about  the  Charaibes. 

The  windward  eflates,  quite  to  the  Charaibe 
boundary  of  Bayaraw,  are  of  the  richefl  land  in 
the  ifland,  but  the  furf  on  the  fhore  is  at  all  times 
fo  heavy,  that  no  European  veffel  can  continue  on 
any  part  twenty-four  hours  with  fafety,  and  no  Eu- 
ropean boat  can  come  on  fhore  without  the  dan- 
ger of  being  fwamped.  Hence,  until  lately,  the 
iuppofed  impracticability  of  landing  {lores  and 
taking  off  fugars,  prevented  the  cultivation  of  the 
lands ; but  fince  the  Charaibes  in  their  canoes} 
have  been  found  to  accomplifh  what  Europeans 
cannot  effeCt  with  their  boats,  thefe  lands  have 
lifen  to  £.  60  flerling  an  acre,  and  every  fettler 
is  growing  rich.  A {loop  lays  off  and  on  as  near  as 
lhe  may  to  the  fhore,  and  in  one  morning,  from 
day-break  to  noon,  a canoe  manned  by  ten  Cha- 
raibes, will  make  forty  trips  to  the  floop,  carrying 
each  time  a hogfhead  of  fugar,  &c.  &c.  and  the 
expence  for  the  morning  amounts  to  ten  dollars, 
being  a dollar  for  each  Charaibe. — Tne  Charaibes 
thus  begin  to  talle  of  money,  and  are  already  become 
very  induftrious  at  this  work.  Moreover,  they 
plant  tobacco,  and  want  nothing  but  a market 
to  encourage  them  to  plant  more.  Chatoyer’s 
brother  (Du  Vallee)  has  nine  negroes,  and  plants 
cotton.  Money  civilizes  in  the  firft  inflance,  as  it 
corrupts  in  the  laft ; the  favage  labouring  for  him- 
lelf,  foon  ceafes  to  be  a favage  ; the  have  to  money 
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becomes  a fubjeft  to  government,  and  he  becomes  chap. 
a ufeful  fubjedt  *.  xm. 

Mr.  B.  afting  colledVor  of  the  cuftoms,  informed  st.  Vincent, 
me,  that  the  value  of  Britifh  manufactures  exported 
from  St.  Vincent  to  the  Spanifh  and  French  fettle- 
ments,  was  upwards  of  200,000  annually.  From 
the  fuperior  advantages  of  Grenada,  with  refpeCt  to 
fituation,  &c.  the  export  trade  of  that  ifland  to  the 
Spanifh  main,  muft  be  much  more  confiderable.  . 

That  of  Jamaica  out  of  comparifon  greater.  Thefe 
circumftances  are  to  be  taken  into  the  general  ac- 
count, of  the  importance  of  the  Weft  India  Iflands 
to  Great  Britain. 

April  24.  Went  on  board  a Guinea  fhip,  the 
ACtive,  from  Sierra  Leone.  On  board  this  lhip  is 

a black 


* This  muft  be  admitted  with  fome  limitation.  Before  a negro 
places  fuch  a value  on  money  as  is  here  fuppofed,  he  muft  have 
acquired  many  of  the  r ftnements  and  artificial  neceffities  of  ci- 
vilized life.  He  muft  have  found  ufes  for  money,  which,  in 
his  favage  flate,  he  had  no  conception  of.  It  is  not  therefore 
the  pofteftion  of  money  alone  ; it  is  the  new  defires  fpringing  up 
in  his  mind  from  the  profpefts  and  examples  before  him,  that 
have  awakened  his  powers,  and  called  the  energies  of  his  mind 
into  afticn.  I have  thought  it  neceftary  to  obferve  thus  much, 
becaufe  the  do&rine  of  my  amiable  friend,  without  fome  qua- 
lification, feems  to  fanftify  an  afiertion  which  has  been  main- 
tained by  fpeculative  writers,  with  fome  plausibility  ; namely, 
“ that  if  the  negro  flaves  were  allowed  wages  for  their  labour, 
“ coercion  would  become  unneceftary.”  What  effeift  a fyftem 
of  gradual  encouragement,  by  means  of  wages,  operating 
{lowly  and  progreffively,  might  produce  in  a long  courfe  of 
time,  I will  no:  prefume  to  fay ; but  I am  perfuaded  that  an  at- 
tempt to  introduce  fuch  a fyftem  among  the  labouring  negroes 
in  general,  without  great  caution  and  due  preparation,  would  be 
productive  of  the  greateft  of  evils. 
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chap,  a black  boy,  called  Banc,  about  ten  years  old,  the 
XIII«  ion  of  an  African  chief;  he  is  going  to  England  for 
education,  and  has  two  flaves  fent  with  him  by 
his  father,  to  pay  his  paffage  by  their  fale.  Cap- 
tain Williams  has  another  boy  on  board,  who  was  fent 
to  England  two  years  ago  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
This  voyage  he  was  to  take  him  back  to  Annamaboe ; 
but  the  boy  abfolutely  refufed  landing  again  in 
Africa,  and  he  waits  on  Captain  Williams  as  a free 
fervant,  and  is  going  back  to  England  with  him. 
The  tlaves  were  in  high  health ; captain  Williams 
is  a fuperior  man  in  this  trade ; as  a fundamental 
trait  of  his  character,  I notice,  that  laft  year  (1791) 
on  receiving  the  parliamentary  bounty  for  the  good 
condition  in  which  his  people  arrived,  he  gave  out 
of  his  own  pocket  £.  50  as  a gratuity  to  the  lur- 
geon  of  his  fbip. 

Monday,  April  30.  This  day  Dufond,  Cha- 
toyer’s  brother,  and  next  to  him  in  authority,  par- 
ticularly on  the  Grand  Sable  fide  of  the  country, 
made  me  a vifit  : he  had  been  twice  before  when  I 
was  abfent  in  the  other  itlands,  and  on  his  firfl  vifit 
had  left  his  own  bow  and  arrows  for  me.  I gave 
him  in  return  a pair  of  handfome  brafs  barrelled  pif- 
t ds.  He  feems  a very  polite  and  fenfble  man, 
and  {peaks  good  French. 

May  8.  Embarked  on  board  the  Delafordj 
and  at  5 P.  M.  failed  for  England. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  form  of  chap. 
civil  government  eftablifhed  in  the  ifland  of  Ja-  XIV* 
maica  before  the  Reftoration  ; when  Colonel  D’Oy- 
ley,  who  had  then  the  chief  command  under  a com- 
miffion from  the  lord  Protestor,  was  confirmed  in 
that  command  by  a commiffion  from  King  Charles, 
dated  the  13th  of  February,  1661. 

His  commiffion,  which  recites  the  king’s  defire 
to  give  all  protection  and  encouragement  to  the 
people  of  Jamaica,  and  to  provide  for  its  fecurity 
and  good  government,  empowers  him  to  execute 
his  truft  according  to  fuch  powers  and  authorities 
as  are  contained  in  his  commiffion  and  the  inftruc- 
tions  annexed  to  it,  and  fuch  as  fliould  from  time 
to  time  be  given  to  him  by  his  majefly,  and  accord- 
ing 

* In  the  former  editions,  this  account  of  the  conftitution  of 
Jamaica  was  afcribed  to  Governor  (now  Lord)  Lyttelton,  who 
was  Captain  General  of  that  ifland  in  1764,  but  I have  fince 
had  reafon  to  believe  it  was  an  official  paper  drawn  up  by  fome 
perfon  in  the  plantation  office  in  Great  Britain,  and  tranfmitted 
to  the  Governor  for  his  information.  That  it  came  laft  from 
the  Governor’s  office,  is  a fa<3  within  my  own  knowledge;  but 
Lord  Lyttelton  having  afflired  me  that  he  has  no  recolleftion  of 
its  contents,  I feel  myfelf  bound  to  apprife  my  readers  of  the 
circumftance.  As  there  can  be  no  pofiibk  doubt  concerning 
the  authenticity  of  the  documents  annexed  to  it,  the  queftion  by 
whom  the  introdudtory  part  was  prepared  is  of  little  importance 
in  itfelf,  but  juftice  towards  Lord  Lyttelton,  and  regard  to  truth, 
require  me  to  give  this  explanation. 
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ing  to  fuch  good,  juft,  and  reafonable  cuftoms  and 
conftitutions  as  were  exercifed  and  iettled  in  other 
colonies;  or  fuch  other  as  fliould,  upon  mature 
advice  and  conlideration,  be  held  neceffary  and 
proper  for  the  good  government  and  fecurity  of 
the  ifland,  provided  they  were  not  repugnant  to 
the  laws  of  England. 

It  further  empowers  him  to  take  unto  him  a 
council  of  twelve  perfons,  to  be  elected  by  the  people 
according  to  the  manner  prefcribed  in  the  inftruc- 
tions ; and,  by  the  advice  of  any  five  or  more  of 
them,  to  conftitute  civil  judicatories,  with  power  to 
adminifter  oaths ; to  command  all  the  military 
forces  in  the  illand,  and  put  in  force  and  execute 
martial  law ; to  grant  commiflions,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  his  council,  for  the  finding  out  new  trades  ; 
and  to  do  and  perform  all  other  orders  which  might 
conduce  to  the  good  of  the  ifland.  The  inftruc- 
tions  confift  of  fifteen  articles : 

The  firft  direfts  the  commiffion  to  be  published, 
and  the  king  proclaimed. 

The  third  regulates  the  manner  of  electing  the 
council,  eleven  of  which  to  be  chofen  indifferently, 
by  as  many  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  planters,  and 
inhabitants,  as  could  be  conveniently  admitted  to 
fuch  election,  either  at  one  or  more  places ; which 
faid  perfons,  with  the  fecretary  of  the  ifland,  who 
was  thereby  appointed  always  to  be  one,  were 
eftablifhed  a council,  to  advife  and  affift  the  go- 
vernor in  the  execution  of  his  truft,  and  five  were 
to  be  a quorum. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  articles  diredt  the  taking  the 

oaths. 
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Oaths,  and  fettling  judicatories  for  the  civil  affairs  c h a p. 
and  affairs  of  the  admiralty,  for  the  peace  of  the  X1V- 
ifiand,  and  determining  controverfy.  J 

The  fixth  diredts  the  governor  to  difcountenance 
vice  and  debauchery,  and  to  encourage  minifters, 
that  Chriftianity  and  the  proteftant  religion,  accord- 
ing to  the  church  of  England,  might  have  due 
reverence  and  exercife  amongft  them. 

The  feventh  diredts  the  fortifications  at  Cagway 
to  be  completed,  and  empowers  him  to  compel, 
not  only  foldiers,  but  planters,  to  work  by  turns. 

The  eighth  diredfs  him  to  encourage  the  plan- 
ters, and  to  affure  them  of  his  majeffy’s  protedtion  : 
and,  by  the  ninth,  he  is  to  caufe  an  accurate  lurvev 
to  be  made  of  the  iffand. 

By  the  tenth  it  is  diredfed,  that  the  fecretary 
fhall  keep  a regifter  of all  plantations,  and  the  bounds 
thereof ; and  that  all  perfons  fhall  be  obliged  to 
plant  a proportionable  part  thereof  within  a limited 
time. 

The  eleventh  and  twelfth  direct  all  encoura°e- 

O 

ments  to  be  given  to  fuch  negroes  and  others  as, 
lli all  fubmit  to  the  government,  and  to  merchants 
and  fuch  as  fhall  bring  any  trade  there,  and  forbid 
monopolizing. 

The  thirteenth  diredts,  that  any  veffel  which  can 
be  lpared  from  the  defence  of  the  ifiand,  (hall  be 
employed  in  fetching  fet tiers  from  any  other  colo- 
nies, and  that  no  foldiers  be  allowed  to  depart  with- 
out licence. 

The  fourteenth  relates  to  the  keeping  of  the 
ftores  and  provifions  fent  to  the  ifiand  : and  the 
Vol.  III.  U fifteenth 
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fifteenth  directs  the  governor  to  tranfmit,  from 
time  to  time,  a Rate  of  the  ifland,  and  all  his  pro- 
ceedings. 

In  1662,  Lord  Windfor  was  appointed  governor 
of  Jamaica,  by  commifiion  under  the  great  feal ; 
which,  befides  containing  the  fame  powers  as  thofe 
contained  in  Col.  D’Oyley’s  commifiion, . diredts, 
that,  in  cafe  of  Lord  Windfor’s  dying  or  leaving 
the  illand,  the  government  fhall  devolve  on  the 
council,  or  any  feven  of  them,  and  appoints  a falary 
of  two  thoufand  pounds  per  ann.  payable  out  of  the 
exchequer. 

His  inftrudlions  confift  of  twenty-two  articles. 
The  firft  diredts  the  publication  of  his  commiffion  : 
and  the  fecond,  the  appointment  of  the  council,  ac- 
cording to  his  commifiion  and  the  inftrudlions. 
But  it  muft  be  obferved  upon  this  article,  that  no 
directions  whatever  are  given,  either  in  the  commif- 
fion, which  refers  to  the  inftrudlions,  or  the  inftruc- 
tions  themfelves,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
council  fhall  be  appointed  ; but  it  appears  that 

THE  GOVERNOR  NAMED  THEM  HIMSELF. 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  and  feventh  arti- 
cles relate  to  the  adminiftering  oaths,  eftablifhing 
judicatures,  and  providing  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
adjacent  iftes. 

The  eighth  diredts  encouragement  to  be  given  to 
planters  to  remove  to  Jamaica  from  the  other 
colonies. 

The  ninth  diredts  100,000  acres  of  land  to  be  fefc 
& apart 
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apart  in  each  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  iiland  as.  cha  p» 
a royal  demefne,  a furvey  to  be  made,  and  a regif-  xiv. 
ter  kept  of  all  grants,  and  a militia  formed.  V"''"v  J 

The  tenth  directs  the  planters  to  be  encouraged, 
their  lands  confirmed  unto  them  by  grants  under 
the  great  feal,  and  appoints  50,000  acres  of  land 
to  the  governor,  for  his  own  ufe. 

The  eleventh  relates  to  the  encouragement  of 
an  orthodox  miniftry  : and  the  twelfth  eftablifhes  a 
duty  of  five  per  cent,  upon  all  exports  after  the 
expiration  of  feven  years. 

The  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  and  fix- 
teenth  articles  contain  general  directions  as  to  the 
liberty  and  freedom  of  trade  (except  with  the 
Spaniards)  afiiftance  to  the  neighbouring  planta- 
tions, and  the  fecurity  of  the  iiland,  by  obliging 
planters  to  relide  in  bodies  together,  and  in  con- 
tiguous buildings. 

The  feventeenth  directs,  that,  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  men  of  ability  to  go  to  the  iiland,  no 
offices  fhall  be  held  by  deputy ; and  gives  a power 
to  the  governor  of  fufpenfion  or  removal,  in  cafe 
of  bad  behaviour. 

The  nineteenth  empowers  the  governor  to  grant 
royalties  and  manors,  or  lordfhips,  to  contain  lets 
than  five  hundred  acres. 

The  twentieth  empowers  the  governor,  with  ad- 
vice of  the  council,  to  call  affemblies,  to  make 
laws,  and,  upon  imminent  neceffity,  to  levy  money  ; 
fuch  laws  to  be  in  force  two  years,  and  no  longer, 
unlefs  approved  of  by  the  crown. 

U 2 See 
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See  the  proclamation  of  the  \\tli  of  December , 
1661,  upon  which  the  people  of  Jamaica  have 
upon  any  occafion  laid  fo  much  Jlrefs. 

This  proclamation  was  publifhed  by  Lord  Wind* 
for  upon  his  arrival;  but  nothing  elfe  material 
ariles  out  of  his  llrort  adminiflration  worth  notice, 
for  he  ftaid  but  two  months,  and  left  the  illand, 
and  the  execution  of  his  commiffion,  to  Sir. Charles 
Lyttleton,  who  had  been  appointed  lieutenant-go- 
vernor; and  who  governed  with  the  advice  of  a 
council  of  twelve,  appointed  by  himfelf,  and  called 
an  affembly  that  made  a body  of  laws,  amongft 
which  was  one  for  railing  a revenue. 

Nothing,  however,  which  appears  to  be  mate- 
rial, as  to  the  form  of  the  conflitution,  occurred 
during  his  adminiflration,  which  continued  about 
twenty  months ; when  he  was  fuperfeded  by  the 
arrival  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  who  was  ap- 
pointed governor  in  chief  by  a commiffion  under 
the  great  feal,  which  empowered  him  either  to  con- 
flit  ute,  by  his  own  authority,  a privy- council  of 
twelve  perfons,  or  to  continue  the  old  one,  and  to 
alter,  change,  or  augment  it  as  he  thought  proper ; 
to  create  judicatories  5 and  make  laws,  orders,  and 
conflitutions,  provided  they  did  not  extend  to  take 
away  any  right  or  freehold,  or  the  interefl  of  any 
perfon  in  their  rights  or  freeholds,  goods  or  chat- 
tels, and  that  they  were  tranfmitted  to  his  majefly 
for  allowance  or  disapprobation. 

1 Ie  was  further  empowered  to  command  and  dis- 
cipline all  military  forces,  to  ufe  martial  law  upon 
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perfons  in  military  feivice,  and  eflablifh  articles  of  c h a p. 
war ; to  create  courts  of  admiralty,  according  to  X-IV- 
fuch  authority  as  he  fhould  receive  from  the  lord  'v 

high  admiral ; to  eredt  forts  and  fortifications ; to 
eftablifh  ports,  cities,  towns,  boroughs,  and  villages ; 
to  create  manors  and  lordfhips ; to  grant  charters 
to  hold  fairs ; to  take  furveys,  and  keep  records  of 
all  grants.of  lands,  under  fuch  moderate  quit-rents, 
fervices,  and  acknowledgments,  as  he  fhould  think 
fit;  and  to  prefcribe  terms  of  cultivation;  and 
grants  fo  made  under  the  teal,  and  enrolled,  were 
to  be  good  and  valid  againft  the  crown;  to  grant 
commiffions  for  finding  out  new  trades ; to  pardon 
all  offences,  except  murder  and  treafon,  and  in  thole 
cafes  to  reprieve  for  twelve  months. 

He  was  alfo  empowered,  with  the  advice  of  the 
majority  of  council,  to  frame  a method  for  eftabli fil- 
ing general  affemblies,  and  from  time  to  time  to 
call  fuch  affemblies  together,  and  with  their  confent 
to  pafs  all  manner  of  laws,  referving  to  him  a ne- 
gative voice ; as  alfo,  upon  imminent  occafions,  to 
levy  money.  Thefe  laws  not  to  extend  to  taking 
away  any  one’s  freehold,  or  to  the  lofs  of  a member, 
and  to  be  in  force  only  two  years,  unlefs  approved 
and  confirmed  by  the  crown. 

This  commiflion  appoints  a falary  to  the  gover- 
nor of  one  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  payable 
out  of  the  exchequer. 

The  inftructions,  which  con fi ft  of  twenty  arti- 
cles, relate  to  the  encouragement  to  be  given  to 
planters  to  come  from  the  other  colonies ; to  the 
allowance  fettied  upon  himfelf  and  the  other  o f- 
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chap,  fleers ; and  extend  to  moft  of  the  points  contained 
XIV*  in  Lord  Windfor’s  inftrudf ions ; but  diredf,  that 
L"'~v  the  meafure  of  letting  out  the  400,000  acres,  as  a 
royal  demefne,  fhall  be  fufpended  ; that  no  duties 
fhall  be  laid  in  the  iiland  upon  the  import  or 
export  of  any  goods  for  twenty- one  years,  nor  fhall 
any  duty  be  laid  here  upon  the  produce  of  Ja- 
maica for  five  years. 

By  thefe  inftrudtions  it  appears,  that  the  crown 
allowed  two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  for  the  fupport  of  government ; and  what 
was  wanted,  over  and  above,  was  to  be  made  good 
by  a duty  on  ftrong  liquors,  either  made  or  im- 
ported, to  be  levied  by  the  authority  of  the  go- 
vernor and  council. 

In  July,  1664,  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  ilfued 
writs  for  electing  two  alTembly-men  for  each  pa- 
ritlr ; which  afiTembiy  met  in  October  following. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  afiembly  fat  above 
a month  or  two  before  they  were  diffolved  ; but, 
during  their  felfions,  they  palled  a body  of  laws, 
which  was  tranfmitted  to  the  lord  chancellor,  to 
be  laid  before  the  crown ; but,  not  being  con- 
firmed, they  would  have  expired  at  the  end  of 
two  years ; but  (as  I find  it  afferted  by  Lor<J 
Vaughan)  the  governor  continued  them  in  force 
to  the  end  of  his  adminiftration,  by  an  order  of 
council.  I cannot,  however,  find  this  order  upon 
record,  but,  after  that  time  a great  many  ordi- 
nances of  the  governor  and  council,  in  the  nature 
and  form  of  laws;  in  fome  of  which  it  was  de- 
clared, 
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dared,  that  they  fhall continue  in  force  until  another 
affembly  was  called,  and  then  to  be  confirmed,  al-  xiv. 
tered,  or  repealed,  as  that  affembly  fhould  fee  con- 
venient : but  no  other  affembly  was  called  during 
Sir  Thomas  Modyford’s  adminiftration. 

In  1670,  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  was  recalled, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Lynch  appointed  lieutenant-gover- 
nor and  commander  in  chief,  with  the  fame  powers 
as  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  had. 

On  the  iff  of  December,  1671,  he  iffued  wuits 
for  calling  an  affembly,  to  confift  of  two  perfons 
for  each  parifh;  which  met  on  the  3th  of  January, 
and  fat  till  June  following,  when  the  governor  dif- 
folved  them,  after  having  paffed  a body  of  laws, 
which  were  tranfmitted  to  England,  but  were  not 
confirmed. 

In  May,  1673,  SirThomas  Lynch  called  another 
affembly  ; but  upon  their  refufing  to  grant  money 
for  the  fortifications,  he  diffolved  it  after  fitting 
only  a few  days;  and,  in  January  following,  upon 
confideration  that  two  years  were  almolt  expired 
fince  making  the  body  of  laws,  and  that  his  majefty 
had  not  been  pleafed  to  flgnify  his  royal  confent  to 
them,  a new  affembly  was  called,  which  met  the 
1 8 th  of  February,  and,  on  the  14th  of  March,  a new 
body  of  laws  was  paffed,  which  were  tranfmitted  to 
England  ; but,  not  being  confirmed  by  the  crown, 
expired  at  the  end  of  two  years. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  1674,  Lord  Vaughan 
was  appointed  governor  of  Jamaica.  A council, 
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confifting  of  twelve  perfons,  was  named  in  the  com- 
miffion,  with  power  to  him  to  expel  or  fufpend  any 
of  them,  and,  in  cafe  of  vacancies,  to  fill  up  the 
council  to  nine.  He  was  alfo  empowered  to  call 
affemblies,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  ifland  ; 
and,  with  the  council  and  aflfembly,  to  pafs  laws, 
which  laws  were  to  be  in  force  for  two  years,  unlefs 
the  crown’s  pleafure  wras  in  the  mean  time  fignified 
to  the  contrary,  and  no  longer,  except  they  were  ap- 
proved and  confirmed  within  that  time.  In  the 
palling  of  thefe  laws,  the  governor  was  to  have  a 
negative  voice,  and  to  diffolve  any  affembly,  as  he 
fhould  think  proper. 

Upon  Lord  Vaughan’s  arrival  in  his  govern- 
ment, he  called  an  affembly,  which  met  on  the 
26th  of  April,  1675,  and  palled  a new  body  of 
laws. 

It  does  not  appear  when  this  affembly  was  dif- 
folved  ; but  in  March,  1676-7,  writs  were  ilfued 
for  a new  affembly,  which  met  on  the  26th  of 
that  month  ; and,  having  palled  feveral  other  laws, 
they  were  diffolved  on  the  26th  of  July:  and  the 
laws  patTed  by  both  affemblies  having  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  England,  the  council  took  them  into 
their  confideration,  and,  after  frequent  deliberations 
upon  them,  and  many  alterations  propofed,  they 
were  referred,  with  the  council’s  obfervations  upon 
them,  to  the  attorney-general  to  confider  thereof, 
and  to  form  a new  body  of  laws  for  the  good 
government  of  this  ifland. 

With  thefe  lav/s,  the  council  took  into  qonfider- 
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ation  the  ftate  and  constitution  of  Jamaica,  and 
made  the  reports  upon  it  hereunto  annexed,  vide 
Documents,  No.  1,2. 

These  reports  having  been  c°nfirmed,  a com- 
miffion  paffed  the  great  feal,  constituting  Lord 
Carlisle  governor  of  Jamaica,  by  which,  and  by  the 
instructions  annexed  thereto,  vide  No.  3,  4.  the 
form  of  government  propofed  in  the  council’s  re- 
port was  adopted  and  established. 

Upon  Lord  Carlisle’s  arrival  in  his  government, 
he  found  the  people  very,  much  diSTatisfied  with  and 
averfe  to  this  new  form  of  government,  as  will 
better  appear  by  his  letters,  vide  No.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 10. 

These  letters  and  papers  being  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  the  council,  as  alfo  a report  thereon 
by  the  committee,  the  council,  on  the  4th  of 
April,  1679,  made  the  order  No.  11  ; and,  on  the 
28th  of  May  following,  the  annexed  report,  No. 
12,  was  prefented  to  his  majefty,  and,  being  ap- 
proved, was  tranfmitted  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle, 
\yith  the  annexed  letter,  No.  13. 

Upon  receipt  of  thefe  papers,  the  Lord  Carlisle 
communicated  them  to  the  aflembly,  who  prefented 
an  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the  report  of  the  28th  of 
May  ; which  addrefs  was  tranfmitted  to  the  council 
by  Lord  Carlisle.  Vide  No.  14,  15,  16,  17,  1 8, 
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On  the  5th  of  March,  1679-80,  the  council 
took  into  consideration  the  letters  received  from 
the  Earl  of  Carlifie ; and  the  annexed  extracts  ( No. 
21  to  38,  inclv.five)  of  their  proceedings,  will  drew 
their  Several  refolutions  and  directions  in  confe- 
quence  thereof. 
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It  is  impoffible,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  to  judge 
what  motives  could  have  induced  the  council,  after 
they  had  fhewn  fo  much  firmnefs  and  refolution  to 
fupport  the  rights  of  the  crown,  by  eflablifhing  in 
Jamaica  the  Irdh  conftitution,  to  give  the  point  up, 
as  it  appears  they  did  by  the  annexed  explanatory 
commifiion  to  Lord  Carlifle,  No.  39,  which  con- 
tains the  fame  power  of  making  laws  in  affembly 
as  is  now  given  to  the  governor  of  Jamaica,  and 
which,  from  that  time,  has  been  minutely  the  lame  ; 
excepting  only,  that,  in  1716,  the  governor  was  di- 
rected, by  inftru  (fit  ions,  not  to  pafs  any  laws  that 
lhould  repeal  a law  confirmed  by  the  crown,  with- 
out a claufe  of  fufpenlion,  or  firfl  tranfmitting  the 
draft  of  a bill;  and,  in  1734,  this  limitation  was 
extended  to  all  laws  lor  repealing  others,  though 
fuch  repealed  law  fhould  not  have  been  confirmed 
by  the  crown  (b). 

(b)  Neither  of  thefe  orders  are  enforced,  except  in  the  cafe  of 
private  bills,  the  aflembly  having  conflantly  refufed  to  admit  fuf- 
pending  claufes  in  any  pubiick  aft, and  the  crown  has  long,  fince 
given  up  the  point.  E. 
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NUMBER  I. 

The  Right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for 
Trade  and  Plantations  having  this  day  prefented  to  the 
Board  the  enfuing  Report;  viz. 

May  it  please  your  majesty, 

w E having,  according  to  the  truft  repofed  in  us  in  refe-  APPEN- 
rence  to  your  majefty’s  plantations,  taken  in  ccnfideration  dix. 
the  prefent  Rate  and  government  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  ^ — y — o 
particularly  fuch  matters  as,  from  the  nature  of  affairs  as 
they  now  Hand  there,  we  have  judged  neceffary  to  be  re- 
commended to  the  Right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Carlifle, 
whom  your  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  nominate  and  con- 
ftitute  governor  of  the  faid  ifland ; and  having,  after  feveral 
meetings,  agreed  upon  the  following  particulars,  we  moil 
humbly  crave  leave  to  lay  them  before  your  majefty,  for 
your  royal  determination. 

The  firft  point  that  did  occur  mod  worthy  to  be  con- 
fidered  by  us  was,  the  power  and  manner  of  enadling  laws 
for  the  civil,  military,  and  ecclefiaftical  government  ; and, 
upon  taking  a view  of  what  has  been  pradtifed  fmce  your 
majefty’s  happy  reftoration  in  the  legiflative,  we  find,  that 
the  methods  and  authorities  for  the  framing  and  ordaining  the 
faid  laws  have  been  only  fuch  as  were  direfited  by  your  royal 
commiflion  unto  your  majefty’s  feveral  governors,  or  pre- 
scribed by  the  inftruftions  given  them  from  time  to  time; 
and  that  as  the  conftitution  and  exigency  of  affairs  have  often 
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chap,  changed,  fo  your  majefly  has  thought  fit  varioufly  to  adapt 
XIV.  your  royal  orders  thereunto;  and,  by  the  lafl  commiffion, 
V-"~Y  given  unto  the  Lord  Vaughan,  your  majefly  was  pleafed  to 
empower  his  lordship,  with  the  advice  of  vour  majefly’s  coun- 
cil, from  time  to  time  to  fummon  general  affemblies  of  free- 
holders, who  have  authority,  with  the  advice  and  confent  cf 
the  governor  and  council,  to  make  and  ordain  laws  for  the 
government  of  the  ifland  ; which  laws  are  to  be  in  force  for 
the  fpace  of  two  years,  except  in  the  mean  time  your  raa- 
jefly’s  pleafure  be  Signified  to  the  contrary,  and  no  longer, 
unlefs  they  be  confirmed  by  your  majefly  within  that  time. 
Having,  therefore,  dire  died  our  thoughts  towards  the  confe- 
quences and  effects  which  have  been  produced,  or  may  arife, 
from  this  authority  derived  unto  the  faid  freeholders  and 
planters,  which  we  obferve  to  have  received  a daily  inercafe 
by  the  refolutions  they  have  taken,  lefs  agreeable  to  your  ma- 
jefry’s  intention,  we  do  mod  humbly  offer  our  opinions,  that 
the  laws  transmitted  by  the  Lord  Vaughan,  which  are  now 
under  confideration  in  order  to  be  enabled  by  your  majefly, 
may  be  intruded  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  who, 
upon  his  arrival  in  the  ifland,  may  offer  them  unto  the  next 
affembly,  that  they  may  be  confented  unto  as  laws  originally 
coming  from  your  majefly  ; and  that,  for  the  future,  no  legif- 
lative  affembly  be  called  without  your  majefly’s  fpecial  di- 
rections ; but  that,  upon  emergencies,  the  governor  do  ac- 
quaint your  majefly  by  letters  with  the  neceflity  of  calling 
fuch  an  affembly,  and  pray  your  majefly’s  confent  and  direc- 
tions for  their  meeting ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  do  prefent 
unto  your  majefly  a fch_me  of  fuch  tcL  as  he  fhall  think  fit 
and  neceffiry,  that  your  majefly  may  lake  the  fame  into  con- 
fideration, and  return  them  in  the  form  wherein  your  ma- 
jefty  (ball  think  fit  that  they  be  enabled  ; that  the" governor, 
upon  receipt  of  your  majefly’s  commands,  fhall  then  fummon 
an  affembly,  and  propofe  the  faid  laws  for  their  confint,  fo 
that  the  fame  method  in  legiflative  matters  be  made  ufe  of  in 
Jamaica  as  in  Ireland,  according  to  the  form  preferibed  by 
foyning’s  law' ; and  that,  therefore,  the  prefent  fiyle  of  enabl- 
ing 
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ing  laws,  By  the  governor , council , and  reprefentaiives  of  foe 
commons  ajfembled , be  converted  into  the  ftyle  of,  Be  it  enabled 
ly  the  king's  mofl  excellent  majefy , by  and  with  the  confent  of 
the  general  affembly. 

We  are  further  of  opinion,  that  no  efcheats,  fines,  for- 
feitures, or  penalties,  be  mentioned  in  the  faid  laws  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  publick  ufe  of  the  ifland  ; and  that  your  majefty 
do  inftrucl  your  governor  to  difpofe  thereof  for  the  fupport  of 
the  government.  It  is  alfo  our  opinion,  that  in  all  laws  for 
levying  of  money,  and  railing  a publick  revenue,  the  claufes 
whereby  the  faid  levies  are  appropriated  unto  the  publick  ufe 
of  the  ifland,  without  any  mention  made  of  your  majefly,  or 
unto  your  majefty  for  the  faid  publick  ufe,  are  lb  far  deroga- 
tory to  your  majefty’s  right  of  fovereignty,  that  they  ought  to 
be,  for  the  future,  altered  and  made  agreeable  to  the  ftyle  of 
England. 

We  do  likewife  offer  it  unto  your  majefty  as  neceffary, 
that  no  minifter  be  received  in  Jamaica  without  licence  from 
the  Right  reverend  the  lord  bifhop  of  London  ; and  that 
none  having  his  lordfhip’s  licence  be  rejected  ; without  Ef- 
ficient caufe  alledged  ; as  alfo,  that  in  the  direction  of  all 
church  affairs,  the  minifter  be  admitted  into  the  refpedtive 
veftries. 

And  whereas  it  has  upon  fome  occafions  proved  inconve- 
nient, that  the  members  of  the  council  have  been  conftituted 
by  your  majefty’s  commiffion;  we  are  of  opinion,  that,  for 
the  future,  they  be  only  named  in  the  inftrudlions  of  the  gover- 
nor ; for  the  ftrengthening  of  whefe  authority  under  your 
majefty  we  do  offer,  that  he  may  have  power  to  fufpend  any 
of  the  faid  members,  if  he  fee  juft  caufe,  without  receiving 
the  advice  and  confent  of  the  council ; and  alfo,  that  none  of 
the  faid  fo  fufpended,  or  by  your  majefty’s  order  difplaced, 
from  that  truft,  may  be  permitted  to  be  received  into  the  ge- 
nera! affembly. 

And  whereas  nothing  can  contribute  more  to  the  welfare 
of  your  majefty’s  iftand,  than  that  all  means  be  found  out  for 
tne  incr  safe  of  trade  j we  do  offer,  for  the  encouragement 

thereof, 
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CHAP,  thereof,  that  a mint  be  allowed  in  Jamaica,  in  fuch  manner 
XIV.  that  no  prejudice  do  arife  unto  your  majefty’s  other  domini- 

' * ' ons,  or  that  what  bullion  Is  brought  from  thence  may  be 

coined  here  in  England;  provided  that  all  fuch  coins  may 
bear  your  majefty’s  royal  fuperfcription,  and  not  be  impofed  in 
payment  elfewhere. 

All  which,  &c. 

Finch, 

Danby, 

Worcester, 

Essex, 

Fauconberry, 

Craven, 

H.  Coventry. 

Tbo.  Dol/nax . 

His  majefty,  talcing  the  fame  in  confideration,  was  pleafcd 
to  approve  thereof ; and  did  order,  that  the  Right  honourable 
Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do  prepare  a commiflion  and  induc- 
tions for  his  majefty’s  royal  fignature,  for  the  Earl  of  Car- 
lifle,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  faid  report. 

NUMBER  IT. 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall , the  i$th  of  February,  1677-8. 

Present,  the  King’s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council, 

Upon  reading  this  at  the  board,  a report  from  the  Right 
honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plan- 
tations, in  the  words  following  : 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

Having  received,  on  the  12th  of  January  laft  paft, 
from  the  Right  honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  a draft 
of  a commiftion  and  inftrudfions  for  the  Earl  of  Carlifle, 
whom  your  majefty  has  appointed  to  be  your  governor  of 

Jamaica 
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Jamaica;  and  having,  after  feveral  additions  and  alteration?,  APPEN- 
remitted  the  fame  unto  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  on  the  2d  DIX. 
inft.  we  crave  leave  to  offer  to  your  majefty  the  moft  ma-  > - v— > 

terial  points  which  did  occur  unto  us  upon  perufal  of  the  faid 
draft ; which  are  as  followeth  : 

ift.  As  we  are  of  opinion  that  all  members  of  council  in 
Jamaica  may,  for  the  more  eafy  puffing  of  laws,  be  admitted 
into  the  afTembly,  if  duly  elected  by  the  freeholders  ; fo  we 
cannot  but  advife  your  majefty,  that  as  well  the  members  of 
the  faid  council  fufpended  by  your  majefty’s  governor,  as  the 
merpbers  difplaced  by  your  majefty,  may  be  rendered  inca- 
pable during  which  fufpenfion  of  being  admitted  into  the 
afTembly. 

2d.  That  although  your  majefty  has,  by  an  order  of  the 
16th  of  November  Lift  paft,  thought  fit  that  no  afTembly  be 
called  without  your  majefty’s  efpecial  leave  and  directions  ; 
we  think  it  very  important,  for  your  majefty’s  fervice  and 
fafety  of  the  ifland,  that  in  cafe  of  invafion,  rebellion,  or  fome 
other  very  urgent  necefiity,  your  majefty’s  governor  may 
have  power,  with  the  confent  of  the  afTembly,  to  pafs  a£ts 
for  raifing  of  money,  to  anfwer  the  occafions  arifing  by  fuch 
urgent  neceflities. 

3d.  Iffiat  whereas  hitherto,  within  your  majefty’s  ifland  of 
Jamaica,  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  have  not  been 
impofed  on  perfons  that  bear  any  part  of  the  government,  ex- 
cept the  members  and  officers  of  the  council,  and  all  judges 
and  juftices  ; fo,  for  the  prevention  of  future  inconveniencies, 
and  greater  aflurance  of  loyalty  towards  your  majefty,  we 
are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  all  perfons  eleCfed  into  the  af- 
fembly  fhall,  before  their  fitting,  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  fupremacy,  which  your  majefty’s  governor  fhall  com- 
miffionate  fit  perfons,  under  the  feal  of  the  ifland,  toadminifter 
unto  them,  and  that,  without  taking  the  faid  oaths,  none  fhall 
be  capable  of  fitting,  although  eleCted. 

We  have  likewife,  purfuant  to  your  majefty’s  orders,  pre- 
pared a body  of  laws,  fuch  as  the  Right  honourable  the  Earl 
of  Carlifle  may  be  empowered  to  carry  with  him,  and  to  offer 
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CHAP,  unto  the  afiemblyof  Jamaica  for  their  confent.  Whereas  w® 
XIV.  co  not  find,  fince  your  majefiy’s  happy  refioration,  that  any 
J laws  tranfrr.itted  from  your  majefiy’s  plantations  have  been 
confirmed  by  your  majefiy,  either  under  the  great  feal  of 
England,  or  any  other  iignification  of  your  majefty’s  pleafure 
(the  a£l  of  four  and  a half  per  cent,  in  the  Caribbee  ifiands 
only  excepted,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  order  of  council) 
and  the  intended  method  of  enadfing  laws  in  Jamaica  hath 
not  as  yet  been  put  in  pradtice;  we  humbly  crave  your  ma- 
jefi-y’s  royal  determination,  whether  the  faid  laws  Ihall  pafs 
only  by  order  of  your  majefiy  in  council,  or  under  the  great 
feal  of  England,  that  we  may  accordingly  be  enabled  fitly  to 
prefent  them  unto  your  royal  view. 

All  which,  £sV. 

His  majefiy  was  pleafed  to  order,  that  Mr.  Secretary  Co- 
ventry do  prepare  Lord  Carlifie’s  commiflion  and  infirudtionS 
concerning  thefe  matters  accordingly:  and  as  for  the  laws  of 
the  faid  ifiand,  his  majefiy  by  an  order  of  the  board,  hath 
been  pleafed  this  day  to  declare  his  pleafure,  that  they  fhali 
pafs  under  the  great  feal  of  England. 

NUMBER  III. 

Extract  of  King  Charles  the  Second's  Cojmnijfon  to  the  Earl 
of  Carlifle. 

AND  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  confent  of  the  Laid  council,  full  power  and  authoritv, 
from  time  tc  time,  as  need  fnall  require,  to  fummon  or  call 
general  afiemblies  of  the  freeholders  and  planters  within  the 
faid  ifiand,  and  other  the  territories  under  your  government, 
in  fuch  manner. and  form  as  hath  been  formerly  p radii  fed  and 
ufed  in  the  faid  ifiand  of  Jamaica. 

A.nd  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  the  perfons  thereupon 
duly  elecled,  and  having  before  their  fitting  taken  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  (which  you  ihall  commiilionate 

fit 
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fit  perfons,  under  the  fea!  of  our  ifland,  to  adminifter,  and 
without  taking  which  none  fhall  be  capable  of  fitting,  though  Dix. 
elected)  {hall  be  called  and  held  the  general  aftembly  of  the  '"“""V  ■ 
faid  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  other  the  territories  thereon  de- 
pending ; and  fhall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  agree  and 
confent  unto  all  fuch  ftatutes  and  ordinances  for  the  publick 
peace,  welfare,  and  good  government  of  the  faid  ifland,  and 
other  the  territories  thereon  depending,  and  the  people  and 
inhabitants  thereof,  and  fuch  others  as  fhall  refort  thereunto, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  as  having  been 
by  you,  with  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid  council,  framed  and 
tranfmitted  unto  us,  in  order  to  be  here  enacted,  by  our  giving 
our  confent  thereunto,  fhall  be  by  us  approved  and  remitted 
unto  you  under  our  great  leal  of  England  ; which  faid  fta- 
tutes, laws,  and  ordinances,  are  to  be  by  you  framed  as  near 
as  conveniently  may  be  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  our  king- 
dom of  England. 

And  we  do  hereby,  neverthelefs,  authorize  and  empower 
you,  in  cafe  of  invafion,  rebellion,  or  fome  very  great  neceffity, 
to  pafs  an  at  or  ats,  by  and  with  the  confent  of  the  general 
aftembly,  without  tranfmitting  the  fame  firft  to  us,  to  raife  mo- 
ney within  the  faid  ifland,  and  the  territories  within  your  go- 
vernment, to  anfwer  the  occafions  arifing  by  fuch  urgent  ne- 
ceffities. 

And  vve  give  you  likewife  full  power,  from  time  to  time, 
as  you  fhall  judge  it  neceftary,  to  dillolve  all  general  afl’em- 
blies,  as  aforefaid. 


NUMBER  IV. 

Extra! 1 of  King  Charles  the  Second's  Lift  ruff  ions  to  the  Earl 
of  Carllfli. 

AND  whereas  by  our  commifiion  we  have  directed  that, 
for  the  future,  no  general  aftembly  be  called  without  our  fpe- 
cial  directions  ; but  that,  upon  occafion,  you  do  acquaint  us 
by  letter  with  the  neceffity  of  calling  fuch  an  aftembly,  and 
Vol.  Ill,  X pray 
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CHAP,  pray  our  confent  and  directions  for  their  meeting ; you  fhall, 
Xiv.  at  the  fame  time,  tranfmit  unto  us,  with  the  advice  and  con- 

' v— — J fent  of  the  council,  a draft  of  fuch  adls  as  you  fhall  think  fit 

and  necefTary  to  be  palled,  that  we  may  take  the  fame  into  our 
confideration,  and  return  them  in  the  form  we  fhall  think  fit 
to  be  enaifled  : in  and  upon  the  receipt  of  our  commands,  you 
fhall  then  fummon  an  aflembly,  and  propofe  the  faid  laws  for 
their  confent. 

And  accordingly  we  have  ordered  to  be  delivered  unto  you 
herewith,  a certain  body  of  laws,  for  the  ufe  of  our  faid  ifland, 
framed  in  purfuance  of  other  laws  tranfmitted  unto  us  by  for- 
mer governors,  with  fuch  alterations  and  amendments  as  we 
have  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  our  privy-council  here* 
which,  upon  your  arrival  in  our  faid  ifland,  you  fhall  offer  un- 
to the  next  aflembly,  that  they  may  be  confented  to  and  enabled 
as  laws  originally  coming  from  u*. 

We  are  willing,  neverthelefs,  that  in  cafe  of  invafion,  re- 
bellion, or  fome  very  urgent  neceffity,  you  pafs  an  a£t  or  a£ts, 
with  the  confent  of  the  general  aflembly,  without  tranfmit- 
ting  the  fame  firft  unto  us,  to  raife  money  within  the  faid 
ifland,  and  the  territories  depending  thereon,  to  anfwer  the 
occafions  arifing  by  fuch  urgent  neceflities. 

And  you  fhall  take  care  that  the  prefent  ftyle  of  ena&ing, 
laws,  By  the  governor,  council,  and  reprefentatives  of  the  com- 
mons affembled , be  converted  into  the  ftyle  of,  Be  it  enabled 
by  the  king’s  mojl  excellent  majefiy , by  and  with  the  confent  of  the 
general  ajfembly. 


NUMBER  V. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlife  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Coventry. 

I HAVE  fpoken  with  feveral  of  the  council,  and  find 
fome  of  them  much  diftatisfied  at  the  alterations  in  the  laws 
and  manner  of  palling  them,  particularly  at  the  latter  part  of 
the  claufe  in  the  militia  bill : “ but  that  in  all  things  he  may, 
* “ upon 
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*'  upon  all  occafions  or  emergencies,  aft  as  captain-general  APPEN” 
“ and  governor  in  chief,  according  to  and  in  purfuance  of  all  DIX. 

“ the  powers  and  authorities  given  unto  him  by  his  majefty’s  » 

commiffion  •,  any  thing  in  this  cafe,  or  any  other,  to  the 
u contrary  in  anywii'e  notwithstanding;”  which  they  are 
jealous  of,  left  that  thereby  they  {hall  make  it  legal  to  execute 
all  inftruftions  that  either  are  or  fhall  be  fent  to  me,  or  any 
other  fucceeding  governor ; which  fcruple  might  eafily  be 
avoided,  but  that  the  great  feal  being  affixed  to  the  laws,  I 
have  no  power  to  make  alteration,  which  1 might  have  done 
both  to  their  fatisfaftion  and  the  prefervaticn  of  the  king’s 
rights.  The  aft  for  the  revenue,  too,  I fear  will  not  without 
difficulty  pafs ; but  I fhall  endeavour  all  I can  to  bring  them 
to  pafs,  for  which  I have  greater  inducements  than  my  being 
here,  without  any  hopes  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  treafury, 
which  is  exhaufted  and  in  debt  for  their  new  fortifications. 

NUMBER  VI. 

Copy  of  a Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  from  the  JSarl 
of  Carl  fie. 

St.  fago,  llth  September , 1678. 

Sir, 

THE  afiembly  met  on  the  2d  inftant,  and,  I find,  are  fo 
diftatisfied  with  the  alteration  of  the  government,  that  I quef- 
tion  whether  they  will  pafs  any  of  thefe  laws  : they  have  objec- 
tions againft  feveral  of  them  ; as  the  aft  for  the  revenue  that 
is  perpetual,  and  may  be  diverted  ; they  are  nettled  at  the  ex- 
preffion  in  the  preamble,  that  the  revenue  was  raifed  by  the 
governor  and  council ; and  though  they  cannot  deny  it  to  be 
truth,  yet  they  fay  that  council  was  elefted  by  the  people,  and, 
though  continued  under  the  name  of  a council,  yet  was  in 
effeft  an  afiembly  or  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 

I have  given  into  their  hands  a copy  of  that  aft  and  fourteen 
more,  and  gave  them  liberty  to  compare  them  with  the  ori- 
ginal. The  aft  of  militia  and  fome  others  I keep  by  me,  till 
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CHAP.  I fee  what  they  will  do  with  thofe  they  have.  All  the  a£ls 
xiv.  are  not  yet  tranferibed  ; for  but  one  man  can  write  at  a time, 

t— v ' and  they  are  bulky ; but  I have  enough  to  keep  them  employed. 

The  fpeaker  came  to  me  on  Saturday,  to  defire  liberty  to  ad- 
journ for  a few  days,  which  I confented  to,  and  they  adjourned 
till  Thurfday  morning.  Lieut.  Col.  Beefton  is  fpeaker,  who 
1 recommended  to  them  upon  Sir  H.  Morgan's  aflurancesthat 
he  would  behave  himfelf  well.  He  hath  the  general  repute  of 
an  honed  and  difereet  gentleman,  though  he  figned  the  order 
about  the  privateer,  at  which  fo  much  offence  was  taken;  but  I 
am  fatisfied  he  was  no  further  faulty,  than  in  complying  with 
the  diretdions  of  the  afl'embly : and  I the  rather  propofed  him 
(whom  they  had  a mind  to  choofe)  to  gain  the  point  quietly 
of  recommending,  which  my  Lord  Vaughan,  Iain  told,  neg- 
ledfed  to  do. 

The  aflembly  appointed  a committee  to  compare  thefe  laws 
with  their  former  : it  is  faid  they  differ  in  many  things,  ef- 
pccially  from  thefe  laws  lad  fent  from  Lord  Vaughan,  which 
are  mod  ufefully  framed  for  their  prefent  benefit. 

Popular  difeourfes  here  as  well  as  in  England  ; and  I find  a 
few  men’s  notions  have  taken  fuch  place  with  the  leading 
men  of  the  affembly,  that  they  rather  fet  themfelves  to  frame 
arguments  againd  the  prefent  conditution,  than  to  accommo- 
date things  under  it.  I cannot  vet  tell  vou  what  courfe  I 
{ball  take  to  remove  this  difficulty  ; but  I will  do  the  bed  I 
can.  I find  one  of  the  council  more  faulty  in  this  than  any 
man  in  the  ifland,  but  am  unwilling  to  name  him  till  I have 
tried  the  utmoft  to  reclaim  him. 

Whilft  we  are  here  bufy  about  final!  matters,  I doubt  your 
hands  are  full  of  greater,  and  may  therefore  forget  us.  We 
hear  the  French  and  Dutch  are  agreed. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  mod  humble  fervant, 

CARLISLE. 
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NUMBER  VII. 

Extra:!  of  a Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlife  to  the  Committee , 
2 j\th  October , 1678. 

My  Lords, 

I HAVE  met  with  the  difficulties  here  I forefaw,  but 
could  neither  avoid  nor  prevent,  in  England.  The  general 
allembly  meeting  on  the  2d  of  September  laft,  I recommend- 
ed and  fent  to  them  the  feveral  bills  1 brought  over  under  the 
great  feal  of  England,  for  their  confent  to  be  enadted;  but 
being  much  diflatisfied  at  the  new  frame  of  government,  and 
their  lofing  their  deliberative  part  of  power  in  altering  and 
amending  laws,  they  would  not  pafs  any  one  of  them,  but 
threw  them  all  out ; but  prepared  an  addrefs,  with  a bill  of  im- 
port upon  wines  and  other  ftrong  liquors  for  one  year,  with- 
out giving  me  notice  thereof,  in  fuch  terms  and  form  as  was 
not  fit  for  me  to  pafs  it : but  afterwards  changing  the  ftyle 
of  enacting,  as  directed  in  mv  inftrudtions,  with  fome  other 
amendments  to  this  bill,  the  publick  neceffities  of  the  ifland, 
having  contracted  many  debts  from  new  fortifications  and  fa- 
laries  already  due,  requiring  it,  I gave  the  royal  affent ; and 
then,  on  the  1 2th  this  inftant  Odtober,  I diflolved  them.  My 
earneft  fuit  to  all  your  lordlhips  is,  that  you’ll  pleafe  to  have 
me  in  your  thoughts,  and  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  colony  under 
your  lordfhip’s  cpnfidcration,  for  fome  expedient  which  may 
be  elucidatory  to  the  power  given  me  by  my  commiffion  and 
inftrudtions,  vvhich  may  quiet  the  minds  of  perfons  generally 
diffatisfied  in  this  ifland,  which  is  moft  certainly  under  the 
greateft  hopes  of  improvement  of  all  the  rflands  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  therefore  moft  fit  for  to  be  encouraged,  with  the 
king’s  countenance  and  fupport,  with  good  and  acceptable 
laws. 

What  bills  I {hall  fend  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  I pray 
may  be  difpatched  fpeedily  when  brought  before  your  lord- 
{hips  and  received  ; an  order  to  be  palled  through  all  offices 
without  delay,  being  in  part  of  what  is  fo  very  much  wanting 
iowards  the  fupport  of  the  srood  government  of  this  ifland. 
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NUMBER  VIII. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Car  life  to  the  Committee , 
My  Lords, 

A FORTNIGHT  ago  I gave  you  an  account  upon 
what  terms  I had  parted  with  the  aflembly.  I have  fmce 
thoroughly  confidered  of  what  might  in  this  place  moft  con- 
duce to  his  majeity’s  fervice,  and  could  not  think  of  any  better 
expedient  than  to  fend  the  bearer,  Mr.  Atkinfon,  to  wait  upon 
your  lordfhips.  He  was  Secretary  to  Sir  Thomas  Lynch  and 
my  Lord  Vaughan,  and  has  been  enough  acquainted  with  all 
my  proceedings  fmce  my  arrival,  fo  as  perfectly  able  to  fatisfy 
your  lordfhips  in  anything  pu  may  defire  to  know  concern- 
ing the  place,  and  to  lay  before  you  all  the  feveral  interefts  of 
his  majefty  relating  to  it. 

My  lords,  I find  that  the  prefent  form  appointed  for  the 
making  and  palling  of  laws,  confidering  the  diftance  of  the 
place,  is  very  impiacfticable,  befides  very  diftafteful  to  the 
fenfe  of  the  people  here,  as  you  may  obferve  by  the  affem- 
bly’s  addrefs  to  me;  and  if  your  lordfhips  will  pleafe  to 
move  his  majefty  to  fend  me  a general  inftru&ion  to  call 
another  aflembly,  and  to  re-enact  and  make  what  laws  are  fit 
for  this  i lace,  I could  then  order  the  matter  to  conclude  ef- 
fectually to  his  majefty’s  fervice.  I have,  by  Mr.  Atkinfon, 
fent  you  the  drafts  of  fuch  bills  as  are  the  moft  fundamental, 
and  chiefly  concern  his  majefty’s  intereft  ; and  I do  affine 
vou,  that  I will  not  in  any  material  point  vary  from  them. 
He  will,  when  your  Iordlhips  order  him  to  attend  you,  lay 
them  all  before  you,  and,  I believe,  give  your  lordfnips  fuch 
thorough  fatisfadtion,  that  you  will  reft  allured  that  what  I de- 
fire is  for  his  majefty’s  fervice,  and  that  I fhall  be  enough  ena- 
bled by  it  to  fettle  every  thing  upon  fo  good  a foundation,  that 
neither  his  majefty  nor  your  iordlhips  will  ever  repent  of  hav- 
ing made  any  deference  to  my  opinion  : in  it,  my  lords,  much 
fuccefs  depends  uponthe  difpatcb,and  of  the  circumftances  Mr, 

Atkinfon, 
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Atkinfon  will  give  you  an  account.  His  bufmefs  is  wholly  to 
attend  your  lordfhips,  and,  I believe,  he  will  always  be  in  the  dix. 

way.  He  has  prayed  me  to  intercede  with  your  lordfhips,  to  ~v— ■ 

excufe  what  errors  he  may  commit,  as  having  been  a Wefl- 
Indian  for  thefe  eight  years  pad,  and  do  on  his  behalf  beg  that 
favour  of  your  lordfhips  ; but  hope  that  he  will  prove  fo  dii- 
creet,  as  to  give  your  lordfhips  no  manner  of  offence.  I 
thought  it  the  readied  and  bell  way  to  have  all  things  rightly 
underflood,  and  do  hope  that  ifiiie  will  be  produced  from  it. 

I am,  your  Lordfhips’  mofl 

humble,  and  obedient  fervarlt, 

CARLISLE. 

St.  Jago  de  la  Vega , Nov.  I 5j  1678. 

NUMBER  IX. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlife  to  Mr. 

Secretary  Coventry. 

ON  the  2d  of  September  lad,  the  general  afTembly  met ; 
but  under  fo  much  diffatisfadlion  from  the  new  frame  of  go- 
vernment, and  their  loftng  their  deliberative  part  of  power, 
in  framing,  altering,  and  amending  laws,  that  they  fpent  near 
a fortnight  very  uneafily  about  fome  of  the  laws,  and  would 
have  begun  with  the  bill  of  revenue  to  have  thrown  that  out 
fir  ft,  as  a mark  of  their  difallowing  the  new  method  of  govern- 
ment, being  fo  highly  incenfed  that  they  were  near  queftioning 
the  king’s  power  and  authority  to  do  it : infomuch,  that  I, 
taking  the  maintenance  thereof  to  be  in  my  charge,  and  finding 
fome  of  the  council  equally  difgufted  at  the  change  of  govern- 
ment, and  forefeeing  that  it  was  like  to  encourage  difcontent 
in  the  afTembly,  to  take  them  off,  and  leave  the  afTembly  upon 
their  humour  by  themfelves,  I thought  it  abfolutely 

necefl’ary  to  put  this  queftion  to  each  of  the  counfellors,  in 
thefe  words:  u Do  you  fubmit  and  confent  to  this  prefent 
o form  of  government  which  his  majcfly  hath  been  pleafed  to 
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CHAP.  <c  order  for  this  illand  of  Jamaica?”  To  which  the  chief- 
XIV.  juftice,  Col.  Long,  refufed  to  anfwer,  with  two  more,  Col. 
Charles  Whitfield  and  Col.  Thomas  Freeman.  The  cbief- 
juftice,  being  a man  of  very  great  influence  upon  the  aflem- 
bly,  I prefently  fu (pended,  and  gave  the  other  two  (lefs  dan- 
gerous) till  morning  to  confider  on  it : and  then  the  chief- 
juflice  fent  to  me  his  fubmiflion  under  his  hand,  and  Col. 
Freeman  fubmitted  ; but  Col.  Charles  Whitfield,  otherwife 
a very  good  man,  went  away  into  the  country. 

The  aflembly  received  and  examined  all  the  laws  I brought 
over,  and  drew  up  their  reafons  againfl  pafiingthem  ; of  each, 
many  were  very  frivolous,  and  the  bed  was,  becaufe  they  were 
not  compared  with  and  amended  by  the  lad  laws  of  my  Lord 
Vaughan’s,  now  with  you,  and  received  fome  two  days  before 
my  coming  away,  the  fleet  then  flaying  in  the  downs,  and  my 
departure  much  preffed  upon  the  expectation  of  war.  Thefe 
reafons  againfl:  the  revenue  bill  I anfwered  individually ; but 
no  means  or  endeavours  either  I myfelf,  the  council,  or  both 
could  ufe,  would  prevail  with  them  to  pafs  any  one  of  them  ; 
and  I look  upon  this  to  be  their  chief  reafon,that  by  not  paf- 
fing  them  they  might  the  better  (hew  their  diflike  of  that  new 
way  of  government ; though  they  urge  this  for  their  enjoying 
a powerof  altering  and  amending  laws,  the  neceflity  of  chang- 
ing them  as  often  as  occafions  do  require,  and  the  diftance 
from  this  place  is  fo  great,  that  before  the  king’s  approbation 
can  be  obtained  to  a law,  and  returned  hither,  it  may  be  fit  for 
the  publick  good  either  to  lay  that  law  afide,  or  much  to  change 
and  alter  it ; and,  indeed,  in  this  part  of  the  objection  I think 
they  are  in  the  t ight,  for  that  they  will  want  temporary  laws 
till  the  colony  be  better  grown  : and,  upon  thorough  con- 
iideration  of  the  whole  matter  in  this  part,  I am  of  opinion  it  is 
very  advifable  and  requifite  that  there  fhould  be  leave  and 
power  from  the  king  to  make  laws  (not  relating  to  his  ma- 
jafty’s  power  or  prerogative)  to  endure  for  fome  term  till  his 
royal  approbation  may  be  had  therein ; and  of  this  I do  earneflly 
entreat  your  care. 

Having  ufed  all  methods  poffible  with  the  feveral  members 
apart,  and  jointly  with  the  body  of  the  aflembly,  for  the  paffing 

the 
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the  laws,  I was,  after  many  conferences  and  debates,  and  fe- 
veral  adjournments,  fruftrated,  and  they  threw  them  all  out. 
Afterwards,  in  a full  body,  by  the  fpeaker  they  gave  me  the 
inclofed  addrefs,  and  prefented  to  me  a bill  for  a publick  im- 
poff,  prepared,  without  giving  me  notice  thereof,  in  fuch  terms 
and  forms  as  was  not  fit  for  me  to  pafs  it  in ; but  at  laft  in 
fome  part  confented  to  fuch  amendments  as  I and  the  council 
thought  fit,  changing  the  ftyle  of  enadling  as  direfled  in  my 
inftrudtions,  but  retraining  it  to  one  year,  from  a fear  that  if 
they  fhould  have  made  it  perpetual,  they  fhould  be  affembled 
no  more,  but  be  governed  by  governor  and  council  as  they  were 
in  Col.  D’Oyley*s  time,  when  they  enabled  laws,  not  only  for 
the  revenue  but  other  occafions,  by  governor  and  council, 
and  fome  part  of  Sir  Charles  Lyttleton’s  time,  as  appears  by 
our  council-book  upon  the  place;  and  Sir  Thomas  Mody- 
ford  had  an  inftruclion  to  continue  this  revenue  by  order  of 
governor  and  council,  the  affembly  in  his  life-time  palling  it 
perpetual;  and  in  Sir  Thomas  Lynch’s  time  the  affembly 
made  it  perpetual,  but,  for  want  of  the  king’s  confent  they  both 
are  fallen  ; but  now,  the  affembly  fay,  they  are  of  a better  urt-= 
derftanding  than  to  give  the  reins  out  of  their  own  hands. 

To  this  bill,  the  ifiand’s  affairs  being  under  great  preffures 
from  publick  debts  contrafted  for  the  new  fortifications  and 
falaries  already  due,  I gave  the  royal  affent  ; and  then,  being 
the  1 2th  inftant,  I difiblved  them. 

Which  having  done,  and  not  being  fatisfied  with  the  be- 
haviour of  the  affembly  in  their  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
government  I ftood  charged  with,  moil  of  them  being  in  mi- 
litary trufls,  I put  this  queftion  to  each  of  them  : “ Do  you 
“ fubmit  to  this  form  of  government  which  his  majefty  hath 
u been  pleafed  to  order  for  this  ifiand  of  Jamaica  ?”  to  which 
feveral  of  them  neither  gave  me  a dutiful  nor  cheerful  anfwer ; 
fome  did,  and  at  this  fome  are  much  diffatisfied. 
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NUMBER  X. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

WE,  the  members  chofen  by  his  majefty’s  writ  to  be  the 
general  affembly  for  this  his  ifland  of  Jamaica,  do,  with  a great 
deal  of  thankfulnefs,  acknowledge  the  princely  care  which 
his  majefty  hath  been  ever  pleafed  to  have  of  this  his  colony, 
and  of  which  your  excellency  hath  likewife  given  to  us  very 
late  and  frefh  aflurances  : and,  in  obedience  to  his  majefty’s 
commands,  we  have  perufed  the  feveral  bills  which  your  ex- 
cellency fent  us  ; and,  having  duly  examined  the  matters  con- 
tained in  them,  we  could  not  give  our  confent  to  any  of  them, 
there  being  divers  fundamental  errors,  which  we  particularly 
obferved,  and  did  caufe  them  to  be  entered  in  our  journal ; and 
from  the  confideration  of  them  we  cannot  but  refledb,  and  do 
humbly  beg  your  excellency  to  reprefent  unto  his  moil;  facred 
majefty,  the  great  inconveniencies  which  are  like. to  redound 
unto  this  his  ifland  by  this  method  and  manner  of  pafling 
of  laws,  which  is  abfolutely  impradticable,  and  will  not  only 
tend  to  the  great  difcouragement  of  the  prefent  planters,  but 
likewife  put  a very  fatal  flop  to  any  further  profecution  of 
the  improvement  of  this  place,  there  being  nothing  that  in- 
vites people  more  to  fettle  and  remove  their  family  and  flocks 
into  this  remote  part  of  the  world,  than  the  aflurance  they 
have  always  had  of  being  governed  in  fuch  manner  as  that 
none  of  their  rights  fhould  be  loft,  fo  long  as  they  were 
within  the  dominions  of  the  kingdom  of  England  : nor  can 
we  believe  that  his  majefty  would  have  made  this  alteration, 
had  he  been  truly  informed  of  his  own  interefts,  and  of  that 
which  is  proper  and  natural  for  the  conftitution  of  this  ifland. 

My  lord,  }ou  that  are  now  our  governor,  and  here  upon, 
the  place,  cannot  but  diftingui fh  both,  and  plainly  fee  that 
which,  at  great  diftance,  is  impoffible  to  be  known,  being  al- 
ways diftinguifhed  with  the  falfe  colours  of  intereft  and  de- 
fign.  It  is  to  you,  therefore,  we  addrefs  ourfelves  ; and  do 
humbly  beg  you  to  affure  his  majefty,  which  we  do  from  the 

bottom 
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bottom  of  our  hearts  unfeignedly  declare,  that  we  are  his  appen- 
true,  faithful,  and  loyal  fubjects.  In  the  next  place,  fir,  we  dix. 
humbly  beg  you  to  lay  before  his  majefty  the  true  condition  V — y — 
of  this  ifland,  and  the  feveral  circumftances  wherein  it  flands: 
the  fituation  and  natural  advantages  of  the  place  will  very 
probably,  by  God’s  bieffing,  in  a very  fhort  time,  make 
it  very  confiderable.  It  were  pity,  therefore,  that  any  flop 
in  its  infancy  fhould  be  put  to  it,  which  may  hinder  its  fu- 
ture growth,  and  difappoint  thofe  hopes  which  his  majefty 
hath  ever  had,  and  which  will  no  doubt  of  it  come  to  pafs, 
that,  if  this  ifland  be  encouraged  by  good  government  and 
w'holefome  laws,  it  will  effectually  ferve  very  many  interefts, 
both  of  his  majefty’s  crown  and  the  nation’s  trade. 

Sir,  the  prefent  form  of  the  government,  as  it  is  now  ap- 
pointed, has  thefe  plain  and  manifeft  inconveniencies  in  it: 

ill.  That  the  diflance  of  this  place  renders  it  impoffible 
to  be  put  in  practice,  and  does  not  in  any  manner  fall  under 
the  fame  confideration  as  Ireland  does,  from  which,  we  con- 
clude, the  example  is  taken. 

2d.  The  nature  of  all  colonies  is  changeable,  and  confe- 
quently  the  laws  tnuft  be  adapted  to  the  intereft  of  the  places 
and  muft  alter  with  it. 

3d.  It  is  no  fmall  fatisfaCtion  that  the  people,  by  their  re- 
prefentatives,  have  a deliberative  powerin  the  making  oflaws; 
the  negative  and  barely  refolving  power  being  not  according 
to  the  rights  of  Englifhmen,  and  praCtifed  no  where  but  in 
thofe  commonwealths  where  ariftocracy  prevails. 

4th.  This  manner  of  form  of  the  government  brings  all 
things  abfolute,  and  puts  it  into  the  power  of  a governor  to 
do  what  he  pleafes,  which  is  not  his  majefty’s  intereft,  and 
may  be  a temptation  for  even  good  men  to  commit  great  par- 
tialities and  errors. 

5th.  The  method  which  has  been  always  ufed,  both  in  this 
ifland  and  all  other  colonies,  in  the  making  of  laws,  was  a 
greater  fecurity  to  his  majefty’s  prerogative  than  the  prefent 
form;  for  a governor  durft  not  content  to  any  thing  againft 
his  intereft;  and  if  he  did,  the  ftgniftcation  of  the  king’s 
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pleafure  determined  the  laws,  fo  that  his  majefty  had  thereby 
a double  negative. 

Thus,  fir,  we  have  truly  laid  before  your  excellency  our 
real  fenfe ; and  do  hope  that  your  excellency,  being  thoroughly 
fatisfied  of  the  mifehiefs  which  will  certainly  arife  to  this 
place  from  the  reafons  we  have  given,  will  in  that  manner 
reprefent  our  condition  to  his  majefty,  that  he  may  be  there- 
by induced  to  give  an  inftrudtion  to  your  excellency,  to  pafs 
fuch  laws  as  are  municipal  and  fit  for  us,  and  in  the  fame 
manner  which  has  ever  been  pra£tifed  in  this  ifland  and  other 
his  majefty’s  colonies  ; we  having  no  other  claim  in  it  than 
to  exprefs  our  duty  to  the  king,  and  our  unfeigned  fcrvice  and 
gratitude  to  your  excellency,  for  mediating  that  which  is  fo 
much  for  his  majefty’s  and  the  ifland’s  intereft. 

And  we  do  here  likewife  prefent  unto  your  excellency  a bill 
for  the  raifing  a publick  impoft  unto  his  majefty,  his  heirs 
and  fuccelfors,  for  the  fupport  of  this  his  government;  and 
do  hereby  beg  your  excellency  to  accept  of  it  as  a real  demon- 
ftration  of  our  loyalty  to  our  prince  and  fervice  to  your 
excellency,  with  aifurance  that  we  fhall,  upon  all  occafions, 
be  ready  to  exprefs  fuch  further  teftimonies  of  the  fame  as  may 
be  fuitable  to  our  duty  and  allegiance. 

NUMBER  XL 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall , 4 ih  of  April , 1679. 

Present,  the  King’s  Mod  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council. 

Whereas  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  Trade  and  Plantations  did  this  day  make 
Report  unto  his  Majefty  in  Council, 

THAT  having,  in  purfuance  of  his  majefty’s  order,  con- 
fidered  the  prefent  ftate  and  conftitution  of  Jamaica,  and  the 
government  thereof,  as  it  is  fettled  by  his  majefty’s  com- 
mand, their  lordfhips  fee  no  reafons  why  any  alterations 
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fhould  be  made  in  the  method  of  making  laws  according  to 
the  ufage  of  Ireland,  for  which  their  lordfhips  are  preparing 
reafons  to  evince  the  neceffity  and  legality  of  the  fame.  And 
that  whereas  a fhip  is  now  lying  in  the  Downs,  bound  for 
that  ifland,  their  lordfhips  advife,  that  the  Right  honourable 
Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do,  by  this  conveyance,  inform  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle  of  his  majefty’s  pleafure  herein,  with  direc- 
tions that  all  things  be  difpofed  to  this  end;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  prefent  laws  enadled  by  Lord  Vaughan  be 
continued  by  proclamation,  or  otherwife,  until  his  majefty’s 
pleafure  be  further  known ; as  alfo  that  his  lordfhip  do,  by 
the  fir  ft  conveyance,  fend  over  an  authentick  copy  of  the  adt 
for  a publick  impoft,  lately  enadfed  there,  according  to  his 
lordfhip’s  inftrudtions  for  matters  of  that  nature. 
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His  majefty,  having  thought  fit  to  approve  thereof,  was 
pleafed  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the^Right 
honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do  fignify  his 
majefty’s  pleafure  unto  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  according 
to  the  faid  report. 


NUMBER  XII. 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall , the  28th  of  May , 1679, 

Present,  the  King’s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council. 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a Report 
from  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  Trade  and  Plantations,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing; viz. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

WE  have,  in  obedience  to  your  majefty’s  commands, 
entered  into  the  prefent  ftate  of  your  majefty’s  ifland  of 
Jamaica,  in  order  to  propofe  fuch  means  as  may  put  an  end 
to  the  great  difcouragement  your  majefty’s  good  fubjecb 

there 
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CHAP,  there  lie  under  by  the  unfetlled  condition  thereof,  occafioned 
XIV.  by  the  refufal  of  the  laws  lately  offered  by  the  Earl  of  Car- 
‘ — lifle  to  the  aflembly  for  their  confent ; at  which  proceedings 
dill'atisfadtion  appears  to  have  rifen  in  the  manner  follow- 
ing: 

By  the  commiffion  granted  by  your  majefty  unto  the  Lord 
Vaughan  and  feveral  preceding  governors,  it  was  your  royal 
pleafure  to  entruft  the  aflembly  of  Jamaica  with  a power  to 
frame  and  enadt  laws,  by  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  gover- 
nor and  council ; which  laws  were  to  continue  in  force  for 
the  fpace  of  two  years,  and  no  longer:  but  fo  it  hath  hap- 
pened, that  your  majefty,  finding  the  inconveniencies  which 
did  attend  that  power  and  manner  of  making  laws,  by  the 
irregular,  violent,  and  unwarrantable  proceedings  of  the 
aflembly,  was  pleafed,  with  the  advice  of  your  privy  council, 
to  provide,  by  the  Earl  of  Carlifle’s  commiffion,  that  no  laws 
fhould  be  enadted  in  Jamaica,  but  fuch  as,  being  framed 
by  the  governor  and  council,  and  tranfmitted  unto  your 
majefty  for  your  royal  approbation,  were  afterwards  remitted 
to  Jamaica,  and  confentcd  unto  by  the  aflembly  there;  and* 
in  purfuance  thereof,  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  carried  over  a body 
of  laws  under  the  great  feal  of  England  ; which  laws,  upon 
his  lordfhip’s  arrival  there,  have  been  rejected  by  the  general 
aflembly,  upon  grounds  and  reafons  contained  in  an  addrefs 
to  your  majefty’s  governor,  and  in  divers  letters  received 
from  his  lordfhip  in  that  behalf. 

ift.  In  the  nrft  place,  we  find,  they  are  unsatisfied  with 
the  claufe  in  the  militia  bill,  whereby  it  is  provided,  that  the 
governor  may,  upon  all  occafions  or  emergencies,  act  as 
governor  in  chief,  according  to  and  in  purfuance  of  all  the 
powers  and  authorities  given  unto  him  by  your  majefty’s 
commiffion ; fearing  that  thereby  they  fhall  make  it  legal  to 
execute  all  inftrudtions  that  either  are  or  fhall  be  fent  your 
majefty’s  governor. 

adly.  They  have  likewife  rejedted  the  bill  for  raifing  a 
publick  revenue,  as  being  perpetual,  and  liable  (as  they  fay)  to 
be  diverted. 

3dly. 
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3dly.  It  is  objected,  that  the  laid  laws  contain  divers  fun- 
damental errors. 

4thly.  That  they  were  not  compared  with,  and  amended 
by,  the  laft  laws  fent  over  by  Lord  Vaughan. 

5thly.  That  the  diftance  of  the  place  renders  the  prefent 
method  of  palling  laws  wholly  impracticable. 

6thly.  That  the  nature  of  all  colonies  is  changeable,  and 
confequently  the  laws  muft  be  adapted  to  the  intereft  of  the 
place,  and  alter  with  it. 

7thly.  That  thereby  they  lofe  the  fatisfa&ion  of  a delibcra- 
tive  power  in  making  laws. 

~8thly.  That  this  form  of  government  renders  your  gover- 
nor abfolute. 

Qthly.  That  by  the  former  method  of  enabling  laws  your 
majefty’s  prerogative  was  better  fecured. 

Thefe  being  the  objeClions  and  pretences  upon  which  the 
affembly  has,  with  fo  much  animofity,  proceeded  to  rejeCt  thofe 
bills  tranfmitted  by  your  majefty,  we  cannot  but  offer,  for 
your  majefty’s  informationand  fatisfa£fion,fuch  afhortanfwer 
thereunto  as  may  not  only  give  a teftimony  of  the  unreafon- 
ablenefs  of  their  proceedings,  but  alfo  furnifh  your  gover- 
nor, when  occafion  fhall  ferve,  with  fuc'n  arguments  as  may 
be  fit  to  be  ufed  in  juPcification  of  your  majefty’s  commiffion 
and  powers  granted  unto  him. 

i ft.  It  is  not  without  the  greateft  prefumption  that  they 
go  about  to  queftion  your  majefty’s  power  over  the  militia 
in  that  ifland,  fince  it  has  been  allowed  and  declared,  even 
by  the  laws  of  this  your  kingdom,  that  the  foie  fupreme 
government,  command,  and  difpofition  of  the  militia,  and  of 
all  forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  of  all  forts  and  places  of 
ftrength,  is  refiding  in  your  majefty,  within  all  your  majefty’s 
realms  and  dominions. 

2d.  The  objeCfion  made  2gainft  the  bill  for  the  public 
revenue  hath  as  little  ground,  fince  its  being  perpetual  is  no 
more  than  what  W2S  formerly  offered  by  them  unto  your 

majefty, 
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CHAP,  majefty,  during  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas  Lynch^-in 
XIV.  the  fame  meafure  and  proportion  as  is  now  propofed ; nor 
* ' can  it  be  diverted,  fmce  provifion  is  thereby  exprefsly  made, 

that  the  fame  {hall  be  for  the  better  fupport  of  that  govern- 
ment; befides,  that  it  is  not  fuitable  to  the  duty  and  modefty 
of  fubjects,  to  fufpedt  your  majefty’s  juftice  or  care  for  the 
government  of  that  colony,  whofe  fettlement  and  prefervation 
have  been  moft  particularly  carried  on  by  your  majefty’s 
tender  regard,  and  by  the  great  expence  of  your  own  trea* 
lure. 

3d.  It  cannot  with  any  truth  be  faid,  that  thefe  laws  con* 
tain  many  and  great  errors,  nothing  having  been  done  therein 
but  in  purfuance  of  former  laws,  at  divers  times  enabled  by 
the  aftembly,  and  with  the  advice  of  your  majefty’s  privy- 
council,  as  well  as  the  opinion  and  approbation  of  your 
attorney- general,  upon  perufal  of  the  fame. 

4th.  To  the  fourth  objection  it  may  be  anfwered,  that,  if 
any  thing  had  been  found  of  moment  or  importance  in  the 
laft  parcel  of  laws  tranfmitted  by  the  Lord  Vaughan,  your 
majefty’s  tender  care  of  your  fubjefts  welfare  would  have 
been  fuch  as  not  to  have  fent  thofe  bills  imperfedt,  or  defedt* 
ive  in  any  neceftary  matter. 

5th.  As  to  the  diftance  of  the  place,  which  renders  (as 
they  fay)  the  prefent  method  of  making  laws  altogether  im- 
pradticable,  your  majefty  having  been  pleafed  to  regulate 
the  fame,  by  the  advice  of  your  privy-council,  according  to 
the  ufage  of  Ireland,  fuch  care  was  taken  as  that  no  law 
might  be  wanting  which  might  conduce  to  the  well-being 
of  the  plantation,  and  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  which 
in  all  former  governments  had  been  thought  neceftary ; nor 
is  it  likely  that  this  colony  is  fubjedt  to  greater  accidents 
than  your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  fo  as  to  require  a more  fre* 
quent  and  fudden  change  of  laws  in  other  cafes  than  fuch  as 
are  already  provided  for  upon  emergencies,  or  in  other 
manner  than  is  diredted  by  your  majefty’s  commiftion ; 
whereby  the  inhabitants  have  free  accefs  to  make  complaints 

to 
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to  your  governor  and  council,  of  any  defedt  in  any  old  law,  appen- 
or  to  give  reafons  for  any  new  one,  which,  being  modelled  dix. 
by  the  governor  and  council  into  form  of  law,  and  tranfmitted  o — v*"-* 
unto  your  majefty,  if  by  your  majefty  and  council  found  rea~ 
fonable,  may  be  tranfmitted  back  thither  to  be  enadted  accord- 
ingly. 

6th.  It  was  fufficiently  apparent  unto  your  majefty,  that 
laws  muft  alter  with  the  intereft  of  the  place,  when  you 
were  gracioufly  pleafed  to  lodge  fuch  a power  in  that  govern- 
ment, as  might  not  only,  from  time  to  time,  with  your  ma- 
jefty’s  approbation,  and  by  the  advice  both  of  your  privy- 
council  here  and  of  the  governor  and  council  there,  enable 
the  aftembly  to  enadt  new  laws  anfwerable  to  their  growing 
neceffities,  but  even,  upon  urgent  occafions,  to  provide,  by 
raifing  money,  for  the  lecurity  of  the  ifland,  without  attend- 
ing  your  majefty’s  orders  or  confent. 

yth.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  the  aftembly  have 
endeavoured  to  grafp  all  power,  as  well  as  that  of  a delibe- 
rative voice,  in  making  laws  : but  how  far  they  have  thereby 
intrenched  upon  your  majefty’s  prerogative,  and  exceeded  the 
bounds  of  their  duty  and  loyalty,  upon  this  pretence,  may 
appear  by  their  late  exorbitant  and  unwarrantable  proceed- 
ings during  the  government  of  the  Lord  Vaughan,  in  order- 
ing  and  figning  a warrant  under  the  mar  Dual  of  the  ifland, 
your  majefty’s  omcer  of  juftice,  for  the  flopping  and  pre- 
venting the  execution  of  a fentence  palled,  according  to  the 
ordinary  forms  of  law,  upon  a notorious  pirate  and  difturber 
of  your  majefty’s  peace  : and  they  have  further  taken  upon 
them,  by  virtue  of  this  deliberative  power,  to  make  laws  con- 
trary to  thofe  of  England,  and  to  imprifon  your  majefty’s 
fubjedls;  nor  have  they  forborne  to  raife  money  by  public 
adds,  and  to  difpofe  of  the  fame  according  to  their  will  and 
pleafure,  without  any  mention  made  of  your  majefty,  which 
has  never  in  like  cafe  been  pradfifed  in  any  of  your  majefty’s 
kingdoms.  Flow  far,  therefore,  it  is  fit  to  intruft  them  with 
a power  which  they  have  thus  abufed,  and  to  which  they 
Vol.  ILL  ' Y Ewe 
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C H A P.  have  no  pretenfion  of  right,  was  the  fubjedl  of  your  majefty’s 
xiv.  royal  commiffion,  when  you  were  pleafed  to  put  a reftraint 
t — v—j  upon  thofe  enormities,  and  to  take  the  reins  of  government 
into  your  own  hands,  which  they,  in  exprefs  words,  againft 
their  duty  and  allegiance,  have  challenged  and  refufed  to  part 
with. 

8th.  It  cannot  with  any  truth  be  fuppofcd,  that,  by  the 
prefent  form  of  government,  the  governor  is  rendered  abfo- 
lute,  fince  he  is  now,  more  than  ever,  become  accountable 
unto  your  majeffy  of  all  his  moft  important  deliberations 
and  actions,  and  is  not  warranted  to  do  any  thing  but  accord- 
ing to  law  and  your  majefty’s  commiffion  and  inftrudtions, 
given  by  advice  of  your  privy  council. 

9th.  And  whether  your  majefty’s  prerogative  is  prejudiced 
by  the  prefent  confirmations,  is  more  the  concernment  of 
your  majefty,  and  fubjedl  of  your  own  care,  than  of  their 
conftderations. 

Laftly,  and  in  general ; We  humbly  conceive,  that  it  would 
be  a great  fatisfaclion  to  your  fubjedts  there  inhabiting,  and 
an  invitation  to  ftrangers,  when  they  fhall  know  what  laws 
they  are  to  be  governed  by,  and  a great  eafe  to  the  planters, 
not  to  be  continually  obliged  to  attend  the  aftemblies  to  re- 
enadt  old  laws,  which  your  majefty  has  now  thought  fit,  in 
a proper  form,  to  afeertain  and  eftablifh  ; whereas  the  late 
power  of  making  temporary  laws  could  be  underftood  to  be 
of  no  longer  continuance  than  until  fuch  wholefome  laws, 
founded  upon  fo  many  years  experience,  fhould  be  agreed 
on  by  the  people,  and  finally  enadted  by  your  majefty,  in 
fuch  manner  as  hath  been  pradfifed  in  either  of  your  majefty’s 
dominions  to  which  your  Englifh  fubjedts  have  tranfplanted 
themfelves.  For  as  they  cannot  pretend  to  further  privi- 
leges than  have  been  granted  to  them,  either  by  charter  or 
feme  folemn  adt  under  your  great  feal,  fo,  having  from  the 
firft  beginning  of  that  plantation  been  governed  by  iuch 
inftrudtions  as  were  given  by  your  majefty  unto  your  gover- 
nors, according  to- the  power  your  majefty  had  originally 
q - over 
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Over  them,  and  which  you  have  by  no  one  authentic  acft  ever  APPen- 
yet  parted  with,  and  having  never  had  any  other  right  to  Dix. 
afiemblies  than  from  the  permiffion  of  the  governors,  and  — v 

that  only  temporary  and  for  probation,  it  is  to  be  wondered 
how  they  fhould  prefume  to  provoke  your  majefty,  by  pre- 
tending a right  to  that  which  hath  been  allowed  them  merely 
out  of  favour,  and  difcourage  your  majefty  from  future 
favours  of  that  kind,  when  what  your  majefty  ordered  for  a 
temporary  experiment,  to  fee  what  form  would  beft  fuit  the 
fafety  and  intereft  of  the  ifland,  ftiall  be  conftrued  to  be  a 
total  refignation  of  the  power  inherent  in  your  majefty,  and 
a devolution  of  it  to  themfelves  and  their  wills,  without 
which  neither  law  nor  government,  the  eflential  ingredients 
of  their  fubftftenee  and  well-being,  may  take  place  among 
them. 


Since,  therefore,  it  is  evident,  that  the  aftembly  of  Jamaica 
have,  without  any  juft  grounds,  and  with  fo  much  animoftty 
and  undutifulnefs,  proceeded  to  rejedl  the  marks  of  your 
majefty’s  favour  towards  them,  and  that  your  majefty5s 
refolutions  in  this  cafe  are  like  to  be  the  meafure  of  refpeft 
and  obedience  to  your  royal  commands  in  other  colonies  j 
we  can  only  offer,  as  a cure  for  irregularities  paft  and  a 
remedy  againff  all  further  inconveniencies,  that  your  majefty 
would  pleafe  to  authorize  and  empower  your  governor  to 
call  another  aftembly,  and  to  reprefent  unto  them  the  great 
convenience  and  expediency  of  accepting  and  confenting 
unto  fuch  laws 'as  ycur  majefty  has  under  your  great  feal 
tranfmitted  unto  them ; and  that,  in  c^fe  of  refufal,  his  lord- 
ilhip  be  furnifned  with  fuch  powers  as  were  formerly  given 
unto  Col.  D’Oyley,  your  ftrft  governor  of  Jamaica,  and 
ftnee  unto  other  governors,  whereby  his  lordfhip  may  be 
enabled  to  govern  according  to  the  laws  of  England,  where 
the  different  nature  and  conftitution  of  that  colony  may  con- 
veniently permit  the  fame ; and,  in  other  cafes  to  a<ft,  with 
the  advice  of  the  council,  in  fuch  manner  as  ftiall  be 
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held  necefiary  and  proper  for  the  good  government  of  that 
plantation,  until  your  majefty’s  further  orders  ; and  that,  by 
all  opportunities  of  conveyance,  the  governor  do  give  your 
majefty  a conftant  and  particular  account  of  all  his  proceed- 
ings, in  purfuance  of  your  inftrudtions  herein. 

All  which  is  moil  humbly  fubmitted,  &c. 

Upon  reading  of  which  report,  and  full  debate  thereupon, 
his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  approve  the  fame;  and  the 
Right  honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  is  hereby 
directed  to  prepare  fuch  fuitable  orders  and  inftrudtions 
as  may  anfwer  the  feveral  parts  and  advices  contained 
in  the  faid  report. 

Robert  Southwell. 

NUMBER  XIII. 

Extra!!}  of  a letter  from  the  Committee  to  the  Earl  of  Carlijle. 

AFTER  our  very  hearty  commendation  unto  your  lord- 
fhip, we  have  received  two  letters  from  you,  the  one  of  the 
24th  of  October,  the  other  of  the  15th  of  November,  1678  ; 
both  of  which  gave  us  an  account  of  the  diftafte  the  aflembly 
had  exprefled  at  the  new  frame  of  government,  and  of  their 
throwing  out  all  the  bills  tranfmitted  under  the  great  feal ; 
and  your  lordfhip  having  therein  recommended  unto  us  the 
fpeedy  difpatch  of  the  bills  fent  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry, 
for  pafiing  them  through  the  offices  here,  we  did  thereupon 
take  the  fame  into  x>ur  conftderation : but  finding  that  they 
contained  fuch  claufes  as  we  had  formerly  (your  lordlhip 
being  prefent)  difallowed  in  the  laws  enadted  by  the  Lord 
Vaughan,  as  rnoft  prejudicial  to  his  majefty’s  rights  and  pre- 
rogative, one  of  them  appropriating  and  difpofing  of  the  quit- 
rents  in  the  fame  terms  as  was  formerly  done,  fo  much  to  his 
majefty’s  diflatisfadtion ; another,  declaring  the  laws  of 
England  to  be  in  force,  which  claufe  (your  lordfhip  cannot 


324 

CHAP. 

XIV. 


OF  JAMAICA.  325 

but  remember)  was  poftponed  here,  upon  very  ferious  deli-  appen- 
beration;  befides  divers  other  particulars,  altogether  unfit  to  DIX. 
be  palled  by  his  majefty  : we  have,  withal,  perufed  the  feveral  u— 
letters  which  your  lordfhip  had  written  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Coventry,  in  relation  to  your  government : and  as  for  the 
laws,  we  could  not  advife  his  majefty  to  proceed  in  any 
other  manner,  than  by  giving  power  to  call  another 
aftembly,  and  to  offer  unto  them  the  fame  laws  your  lord- 
fhip carried  over,  as  being  the  moft  ufefully  framed  and  fet- 
tled for  the  good  of  the  ifland  and  his  majefty’s  fervice : and 
that,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  you  might  be  enabled  to  govern  ac- 
cording to  commiffions  and  inftructions  given  unto  former 
governors,  as  your  lordfhip  will  more  fully  underftand  by 
our  report  unto  his  majefty,  and  the  order  of  council  there- 
upon, to  which  we  refer  your  lordfhip,  as  fetting  forth  at 
large  the  grounds  and  reafons  inducing  the  refolutions  his 
majefty  has  now  taken. 

NUMBER  XIV. 

Ext  raH  of  a Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlife  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Coventry. 

St.  fago  de  la  Eega,  3 Oth  Aug.  1679. 

YOUR  packet  by  Captain  Buckingham,  having  inclofed 
his  majefty’s  letter  of  the  31ft  of  May  laft,  and  an  order  in 
council  of  the  28th  of  May,  1679,  together  with  the  animad- 
verfions  of  the  council  upon  feveral  points  of  the  22d  of 
May  laft,  and  two  letters  from  yourfelf,  I received  the 
26th  inft.  at  night.  The  next  morning  I read  them  in 
council.  The  aftembly  then  having  fat  fome  feven  days,  to 
renew  the  bill  for  a revenue,  the  laft  being  juft  expiring,  I 
fent  for  the  general  aftembly,  and  read  the  order  of  council 
and  the  king’s  letter  thereupon  to  them,  which  I hope  will 
have  fome  good  effect ; but  they  came  in  as  good  time  fo 
much  contrary  to  their  expectation.  I herewith  fend  you  a 
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CHAP,  copy  of  their  addrefs  thereupon,  which  they  prefented  to  me 
Xiv.  28th ; and  finding  them  nettled  and  warm,  I thought  it 

c — , > difcretion  to  let  them  take  time  to  digeft  their  thoughts ; and, 

having  continued  the  revenue  bill  for  fix  months  longer 
from  the  ift  of  September  next,  I pafled  it,  and  then  pro- 
rogued them  till  the  28th  of  October  following. 

NUMBER  XV. 

Copy  of  a vote  of  the  Affembly , Aug.  22,  1 679. 

DIE  VENERIS. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  Mr.  Martyn’s 
accounts  reported,  that  Mr.  Martyn,  appearing  before  them, 
faid,  that  my  lord  had  ordered  him  to  come  and  tell  them, 
that,  both  from  the  king  and  from  my  lord,  he  was  not 
obliged  to  fihew  his  accounts  to  the  aflembly ; but  that  he 
had  given  them  unto  my  lord,  and  his  excellency  had  told 
him,  that,  if  any  of  the  aflembly  had  a mind  to  fee  them,  they 
might  fee  them  there. 

The  houfe,  confidering  the  return  of  the  committee 
ordered  to  infpedt  Mr.  Martyn’s  accounts,  re-aflumed  that 
debate,  and  thereupon  did  vote,  that,  notwithftanding  my 
lord’s  anfwer  by  Mr.  Martyn  to  that  committee,  it  was  and 
is  their  undoubted  and  inherent  right,  that  as  all  bills  for 
money  ought  and  do  arife  in  their  houfe,  fo  they  ought  to 
appoint  the  difpofal  of  it,  and  to  receive  and  examine  all  the 
accounts  concerning  the  fame. 

Vera  Copia. 


Rowland  Powell. 
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NUMBER  XVI. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlife  to  the  Committee „ 
St.  fago  de  la  Vega,  15th  Sept.  1679, 

My  Lords, 

YOUR  lordfhips  letters  of  the  25th  of  March,  4th  of  April, 
and  31ft  of  May  laft,  I received  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  as 
alfo  your  lordftups  orders  and  reports  to  his  majefty,  touch- 
ing the  laws  and  government  of  Jamaica  5 which  I commu- 
nicated to  the  council  (the  afTembly  then  fitting  to  continue 
the  revenue  bill,  expiring  the  2d  of  September)  on  the  27th 
of  Auguft ; and  afterwards,  the  fame  day,  I communicated, 
the  council  being  prefent,  his  Majefty’s  letter  of  the  31ft  of 
May  laft,  and  your  lordfhips  order  and  report  of  the  fame 
date,  to  the  affembly ; which  came  to  me  as  feafonably  as 
they  received  them  furprifedly,  making  me  the  next  morning 
the  inclofed  addrefs ; upon  which,  having  parted  a bill  of 
import  for  fix  months,  I prorogued  them,  by  advice  of  the 
council,  till  the  28th  of  OClober  next,  hoping  in  that  time 
they  would  fall  of  their  heat,  and,  upon  recollection,  better 
bethink  themfelves  of  their  duties  and  allegiance,  and  upon 
my  offering  them  again  the  laws,  which  I propofe  to  do  upon 
their  fir  ft  meeting,  better  demonftrate  their  obedience  by 
readily  giving  their  confent  that  they  might  be  enabled. 

But,  from  what  I can  learn  from  the  chief  leaders  among 
them,  I find  the  fame  averfenefs  as  formerly,  averring  that 
they  will  fubmit  to  wear,  but  never  confent  to  make,  chains, 
as  they  term  this  frame  of  government,  for  their  pofterities  ; 
fo  that  I fcarce  expeCl  better  fuccefs;  of  which  I have  writ 
at  large  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 
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XIV.  NUMBER  XVII. 

Extratt  of  a letter  from  the  Earl  of  Car  life  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Coventry . 

St.  fago  de  la  Vega , 23 d November , 1679. 
Sir, 

THE  aflembly  meeting  on  the  28th  of  Odlober,  I,  with 
the  council,  went  to  them;  commanded  the  council’s  report 
of  the  28th  of  May,  and  his  majefty’s  letter  of  the  31ft  of 
May  laft,  to  be  read  again  to  them  ; prefled  them  very  much 
to  conflder  how  much  it  imported  at  this  juncture  for  the 
intereft:  of  the  ifland,  that  they  fhould  pafs  thefe  laws  I 
brought  to  them  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  or  at  leaft 
part  of  them  ; defiling  that  any  one  or  more  of  the  aflem- 
bly  would  there  and  then  argue  the  rcafonablenefs  of  their 
objedtion,  which  none  of  them  would  undertake ; and  fo  I 
left  the  body  of  laws  with  them.  They  having  the  laft 
feflion  pafied  a vote,  that  the  raifing  money  and  difpofing  of 
it,  was  the  inherent  right  of  the  aflembly  (of  which  I had  no 
account  either  from  the  members  or  their  fpeaker,  in  four- 
teen days  afterwards,  they  prefuming  it  to  be  their  privilege 
that  their  proceedings  fhould  be  kept  fecret  from  me)  I then 
appointed  and  fwore  them  a clerk,  which  before  ufed  to  be  of 
their  own  choice  ; and  this  they  are  very  uneafy  under. 

They  proceeded  to  read  over  the  body  of  laws  : notwith- 
ftanding  the  great  care,  pains,  and  trouble  I had  taken  with 
them,  both  apart  individually  as  well  as  aflembled  together, 
they  threw  out  and  rejected  all  the  laws,  again  adhering  to 
their  former  reafons,  rather  than  admitting  or  honouring 
thofe  from  their  lordfhips  for  rules  of  obedience. 

I thereupon  prefently,  with  the  council,  framed  a bill  of 
revenue  indefinite,  and  fent  that  to  them  : but  that  had  no 
better  fuccefs ; and  they  then  attended  me  with  the  addrefs, 
to  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  which  I herewith  fend  you; 
as  alfo  the  humble  defire  of  juftification  of  his  majefty’s 

council 
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council  thereupon,  which  1 and  they  earnedly  defire  your  APPEN- 

favour  in  humbly  prefenting  to  his  majefty,  being  unani-  dix. 

moufly  agreed  to  by  all  the  council : but  Col.  Samuel  Long  ''-'"'v 

(chief-judice  of  the  ifland,  whom  I have  found  all  along  fince 

my  arrival  here  to  be  a mod  pertinacious  abettor  and  che- 

rifher  of  the  aflembly’s  dubbornnefs  in  oppofmg  this  new 

frame  of  government,  having  had  a hand,  being  their  fpeaker, 

in  the  leaving  the  king’s  name  out  of  the  revenue  bill) 

refufes  to  join  with  the  council  in  this  their  genuine  a£l,  and 

has  diffidently  pofieded  himfelf  of  the  opinion  of  the  afiern- 

bly,  by  advifing  and  abiding  them  in  the  framing  of  their 

addrefs : thinking  their  refolutions  to  be  unalterable  as  his 

own,  he  is  withdrawn  to  his  plantation,  fome  thirty  miles  off 

from  this  town,  where  at  this  juncture  we  have  mod  need  of 

council. 

Upon  ferious  and  deliberate  confideration  of  all  which,  I 
have  fent  him  his  quietus-,  and  appointed  Col.  Robert  Bynd- 
lofs  chief-judice  in  his  place,  of  whole  fidelity  to  the  king’s 
intered  I have  many  proofs,  having  formerly  executed 
the  place,  and  was  now  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme 
court. 

I have  alfo  fufpended  Col.  Long  from  being  one  of  the 
council,  purpofing,  by  the  advice  of  the  council,  to  bring  or 
fend  him,  with  fix  more  of  the  adembly,  to  attend  the  king 
and  council  in  England  to  fupport  their  own  opinions,  rea- 
fons,  and  addrefs,  wherein  they  are  not  ordinarily  pofitive ; and 
this  I do  from  the  council  here  unanimoufly  agreeing,  that 
there  is  no  other  nor  better  expedient  for  the  fettlement  of 
this  government  to  a general  confent. 

NUMBER  XVIII. 

Ext raH  of  a letter from  the  Earl  of  Carlife  to  the  Committee. 

St.  Jagode  la  Eega,  23 d Nov.  1679. 

My  Lords, 

MINE  of  the  tenth  of  September  lad  to  your  lordlhips  I 
hope  you  have  received  3 and  what  I therein  fent  your  lord- 

fhipsj 
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CHAP.  Ihips,  as  my  conjecture  in  profpeft,  fince  the  general  aflem*. 

XIV.  bly’s  meeting,  on  the  28th  of  O&ober  laft,  have  found  to  be 
c — no  vain  prophecy. 

Upon  the  aftembly’s  meeting  on  that  day,  I,  with  the 
council,  went  to  the  place  where  they  were  met,  and  again, 
in  the  prelence  of  the  council  and  the  aflembly,  commanded 
to  be  read  your  lordfhip’s  report  of  the  28th  of  May  laft  paft 
made  to  his  majefty,  as  alfo  his  majefty’s  commands  to  my- 
felf  of  the  31ft  of  the  fame;  and  thereupon  offered  to  the 
aflembly  the  body  of  laws  brought  over  under  the  great 
j'eal  of  England  for  their  confent ; at  the  fame  time  declaring 
to  them  the  great  expediency  it  would  be  to  all  the  officers 
of  the  ifland,  and  reafon  to  perfuade  his  majefty  they  were 
another  people  than  reprefented  at  home;  that  it  would  in- 
duce the  king  to  gratify  them  in  what  was  neceftary ; and 
that,  otherwife,  they  could  not  appear  but  in  great  contempt, 
to  the  lefTening  of  the  ifland’s  intereft  in  his  royal  favour:  and 
what  I urged  in  general  to  them  at  their  meeting,  I had  not 
been  wanting  to  prefs  to  them  apart  individually  before  it : 
then  lwore  them  a clerk  of  my  appointing,  which  they  took 
not  well,  alledging  it  was  their  right  to  choofe  their  own 
clerk.  1 told  them  no ; for  that  the  king  did  grant  by  patent 
the  clerk  of  the  parliament,  fo  that  they  were  uneafily  over- 
ruled. The  reafon  of  my  doing  this  was  from  their  having 
an  opinion  that  the  votes  of  the  houfe  fhould  be  kept  a fecret 
from  me,  and  their  paffing  a vote  the  former  feffions,  that  to 
raife  money,  and  difpofe  of  the  fame,  was  a right  inherent  in 
the  aflembly,  of  which  I had  no  notice,  in  fome  fourteen  days 
after,  from  any  of  them  or  their  fpeaker. 

I much  urged  the  whole  aflembly  freely  to  argue,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  council  and  their  own  members,  for  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  the  matter  commanded  by  the  king,  that,  upon 
their  difeourfing  it  openly  and  freely,  they  might  be  the  better 
convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  their  being  dutiful  therein  : but 
none  of  them,  in  my  prefence  and  the  council’s,  would 
undertake  it ; fo  we  left  them,  and  the  body  of  laws  with 
them. 


Some 
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Some  days  they  fpent  in  reading  over  again  the  body  of 
laws  under  the  great  feal  left  with  them;  but  rejected  the 
many  arguments  I had  laboured  them  with,  and  threw  all  the 
laws  out  again:  whereupon  they  appointed  a committee  to 
draw  up  an  addrefs,  to  be  prefented  by  me  to  his  majefty  on 
their  behalfs : and  in  that  time,  with  the  council,  I drew  a 
bill  of  revenue  indefinitely,  and  gave  it  myfclf  to  their  fpeaker ; 
but  that  bill  had  no  better  fuccefs,  but  was  rejected  alfo. 

Upon  this,  on  the  14th  initant,  the  fpeaker  and  aftembly 
being  fent  for  to  attend  me  in  council,  to  fhew  caufe  why  they 
did  reje£t  the  bill  of  revenue  fo  framed  by  us  in  purfu- 
ance  of  his  majefty’s  pleafure  therein,  they  gave  me  no 
anfwer;  but,  by  their  fpeaker,  defired  to  prefent  to  me  their 
addrefs,  the  fpeaker  contending  to  give  it  its  due  accent  by 
reading  it  himfelf ; a copy  whereof  is  here  fent  inclofed. 

This  addrefs  is  founded  greatly  upon  the  advice  of  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Samuel  Long,  chief-juftice  of  the  ifland,  and 
one  of  the  king’s  council,  who  principally  contends  for  the 
old  frame  of  government,  of  whom  the  aftembly  is  highly 
opiniated,  and  efteem  him  the  patron  of  their  rights  and  pri- 
vileges as  E11  lifhmen,  who  had  a hand  in  leaving  the  king’s 
name  out  of  the  revenue  bill,  being  then  fpeaker,  and  denies 
not  his  having  a hand  in  framing  and  advifing  fome  parts 
of  the  addrefs,  which  in  whole  is  not  truth ; for, 

I ft.  Whereas  they  alledge,  that  the  civil  government  com- 
menced in  my  Lord  Windfor’s  time;  it  is  generally  known 
and  recorded  in  our  council-book,  fifteen  months  before,  in 
Colonel  D’Oyley’s  time,  and  will  be  proved  by  Sir  Tho- 
mas Lynch,  who  then  himfelf  had  an  occafion  of  a trial  by 
jury,  the  foreman  of  which  was  Colonel  Byndlofs. 

2dly.  They  alledge  the  readinels  of  governors  to  ufe  mar- 
tial law,  particularly  in  Sir  Thomas  Lynch’s  time  ; which  is 
here  contradicted,  for  there  was  only  an  order  in  council  for 
the  putting  it  in  force  upon  conditn  n of  any  aCtual  defcent  or 
invahon,  and  not  otherwife;  neither  was  it  on  foot  really  all 
this  time  here,  as  I am  credibly  informed  upon  good  en- 
quiry, 
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3dly.  As  for  its  being  in  force  in  my  time,  it  was  not  from 
xiv.  my  affedting,  but  the  council  advifxng  and  their  defiring  it; 

1 v— as  alfo  the  putting  off  the  Courts  till  February,  in  favour  ge- 

nerally of  the  planters.  Then,  for  their  alledging  fo  much 
to  be  done  during  the  martial  law,  wholly  at  the  charge  of 
the  country;  that  it  is  done  is  true,  but  the  charge  thereof 
they  would  clog  the  revenue  bill  with,  amounting  to  twelve 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds,  when,  communibus  annis, 
the  bill  of  import  is  but  fifteen  hundred  pounds;  of  which 
twelve  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds  there  is  not  yet 
made  payment  of  one  farthing,  nor  any  profpedt  how  it  may, 
fince  the  revenue  is  fo  much  anticipated  from  the  want  of 
money  in  the  treafury,  occafioned  by  my  Lord  Vaughan’s 
letting  fall  the  bill  of  revenue  before  his  departure. 

NUMBER  XIX. 

To  bis  Excellency  Charles  Earl  of  Carlife , captain-general, 
governor , and  commander  in  chief  of  his  majefly’s  if  and  of 
' 'Jamaica , & c. 

C1  he  humble  addrefs  of  the  ajfembly  of  this  his  majefy's  if  and, 
in  anfwer  to  the  report  of  the  right  honourable  the  lords 
of  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations , made  to  his  ma- 
jeffs  council ; which  we  entreat  his  excellency  may  be 
humbly  prefented  to  his  mof  facred  majefy  and  his 
council . 

WE,  his  Majefty’s  moft  loyal  and  obedient  fubjedfs,  the 
artembly  of  this  his  ifland  of  Jamaica,  cannot  without  infinite 
grief  of  mind  read  the  report  made  to  his  majefty  by  the 
right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  committee  for  trade  and 
plantations  ; wherein,  by  the  relations  made  by  their  lord- 
fhips  unto  his  majefty,  they  have  reprefented  us  as  a people 
full  of  animofity,  unreasonable,  irregular,  violent,  undutiful, 
and  tranfgrefllng  both  the  bounds  of  duty  and  loyalty;  the  bit— 
ternefs  of  which  characters  were  we  in  the  leaft  part  confcioirs 

* to 
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to  have  deferved,  we  fhould,  like  Job,  have  faid,  a Behold. , zve  AP  P EN  - 
u are  vile:  what  fhall  we  anfwer?  we  zvill  lay  our  hands  DIX. 
il  upon  our  mouth sd  ’ 

But,  left  our  filence  fhould  argue  our  guilt,  we  fhall,  in  all 
humility,  endeavour  to  make  appear  we  have  always  de- 
meaned ourfelves  as  becometh  good  and  obedient  fubjecls, 
and  thofe  who  acknowledge  and  are  truly  fenfible  of  the 
many  favours  received  from  his  majefty  ; the  truth  of  which 
refting  only  on  matter  of  faff  being  related,  and  the  falfe 
colours  which  hitherto  have  been  thrown  on  us  being  wafhed 
off,  we  fhall  not  doubt  but  his  majefty  will  foon  entertain  a 
better  opinion  of  his  fubjedts  of  this  ifland. 

We  muft,  therefore,  humbly  beg  that  his  majefty  will  with 
patience  be  pleafed  to  hear  the  account  of  our  proceedings  ; 
which  truly  to  manifeft  we  muft  be  forced  to  look  back  fo 
far  as  Sir  Charles  Lyttleton’s  and  Sir  Thomas  Modyford’s 
entrance  upon  their  government : 

At  which  time,  we  humbly  conceive,  the  ifland  began 
ready  to  take  up  the  form  of  a civil  government,  and  wholly 
to  lay  afide  that  of  an  army,  which,  until  that  time,  was 
deemed  the  fupreme  authority ; when  after,  upon  their  feve- 
ral  arrivals,  by  order  from  his  majefty,  and  according  to  the 
method  of  his  majefty’s  moft  ancient  plantations,  they  called 
affemblies,  and  fettled  the  government  of  the  ifland  in  fuch 
good  form,  that,  until  his  excellency  the  Earl  of  Carlifle’s 
firft  arrival,  his  majefty  thought  not  fit  to  alter  it,  though 
feveral  governors  in  that  time  were  changed,  which  muft 
neceffarily  infer  the  goodnefs  and  reafon  of  it,  as  well  as  the 
fatisfadlion  of  the  people  (fince,  from  that  time,  they  betook 
themfelves  to  fettle  plantations)  efpecially  the  merchants,  by 
which  means  the  eftates  here  are  wonderfully  increafed,  as  is 
evident  by  the  great  number  of  fillips  loaden  here  by  the 
induftry  of  the  planter;  and  the  fatisfadiion  they  received  by 
thofe  wholefome  laws  then  began,  and  until  that  time  con- 
tinued, the  change  of  which  laws  we  had  no  reafon  to  expect, 
being  done  on  fuch  mature  deliberation  from  home. 
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C H A P.  But  to  return  to  anfvver:  the  firft  thing  their  lordlhips  are 
Xiv.  pleafed  to  accufe  us  of  is,  prefuming  to  queftion  his  majefty’s 
’■v—--'  power  over  the  militia;  which,  how  much  they  are  mifin- 
formed  in  it,  will  hereunder  appear  : but  we  muft  firft  repeat 
the  claufe  againft  which,  we  humbly  conceive,  we  had  juft 
reafons  to  take  exceptions,  which  claufe  is  as  followeth  : 

“ Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and 
“ declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  nothing  in  this  act 
“ contained  be  expounded,  conftrued,  or  underftood,  to 
sc  diminilh,  alter,  or  abridge,  the  power  of  the  governor  or 
“ commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  ; but  that  in  all 
tc  things  he  may,  upon  all  occafions  or  exigencies,  a£t  as 
captain-general  and  governor  in  chief,  according  to  and  in 
11  purfuance  of  all  the  powers  and  authorities  given  to  him  by 
“ his  majefty’s  commiffion  ; any  thing  in  this  adt  or  any 
tc  other  to  the  contrary  in  anywife  notwithftanding.” 

In  their  lordlhips  obfervations,  in  which  they  take  no 
notice  that  the  power  given  by  that  claufe  extends  as  well  to 
the  governor  as  captain-general,  nor  of  the  words  “ any 
<c  thing  in  this  adt  or  any  other  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
llanding,”  which  words,  being  plain,  need  no  references 
to  expound  them,  being  confented  to,  there  is  no  occalion  of 
making  any  other  law,  becaufe  that  makes  all  the  powers  and 
authorities  given  by  his  majefty’s  commiffion,  and,  by  that 
commiffion,  the  inftrudtions  which  fhall  be  after  given  to 
him,  fhall  be  law;  though  it  be  to  the  nulling  of  any  benefi- 
cial law,  made  either  here  or  in  England,  by  which  we  are 
fecured  both  in  life  and  in  eftate  ; the  like  of  which  was 
never  done  in  any  of  his  majefty’s  dominions  whatfoever* 
and  is  in  effedf  to  enadt  will  to  be  law,  and  will  be  conftrued 
(we  fear)  to  bind  us  by  the  old  rule  of  law,  that  every  man 
may  renounce  his  own  right:  and  if  their  lordlhips  had  been 
pleafed  to  have  as  well  remembered  the  other  claufes  of  the 
adt  of  the  militia,  we  cannot  think  they  would  have  faid  we 
had  queftioned  his  majefty’s  power  over  it,  for  no  adf  of  Eng- 
land gives  his  majcfty  the  like  power  over  the  militia  as  ours 

doth; 
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doth;  for,  on  any  apprehenfion  of  danger,  the  general  with 
his  council  of  officers  have  power  to  put  the  law  martial  on 
foot  for  what  time  they  pleafe,  and  to  command  us  in  our 
own  perfons,  our  fervants,  negroes,  horfes,  even  all  that  we 
have,  to  his  majefty’s  fervice;  which  having  been  fo  often  put 
in  practice  will  need  the  lefs  proof:  but  how  readily  and 
willingly  we  have  obeyed,  and  in  that  faith  is  beft  juftified  by 
works,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  imftance  fome  times,  and  what 
hath  been  done  in  thofe  times,  by  the  charge  and  labour  of 
his  majefty’s  fubje&s  here,  under  the  feveral  governors  ; 
none  of  which  have  left  unexperimented  the  ftrength  of  his 
majefty’s  commiffion,  and  the  virtue  or  force  of  that  a£t, 
upon  the  leaft  feeming  occafion. 

In  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  in  the  years 
1665  and  1666,  the  whole  iftand  was  put  under  law  martial 
for  many  months  together;  in  which  time,  by  the  inhabitants 
and  their  blacks,  Fort-Charles  was  made  clofe,  which  to  that 
time  wanted  a whole  line,  and  alfo  the  breaft-work  at  Port- 
Royal  was  built,  with  a very  fuiall  charge  to  his  majefty. 

In  the  time  of  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  in  the  year  1673,  the 
law  martial  was  again  fet  on  foot;  Fort-James  built  by  the 
contributions  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  majefty’s  council  and 
affembly,  and  feveral  other  of  his  majefty’s  good  fubjedls  in 
this  ifland,  which  amounted  to  a very  confiderable  fum  of 
money  ; a breaft-work  thrown  up  at  Old-Harbour  and  feve- 
ral other  places ; and  guns  mounted  on  a platform  placed  at 
Port-Morant. 

In  Lord  Vaughan’s  time,  though  there  was  no  probability 
of  war,  yet  he  wanted  not  the  trial  of  his  power  alfo  in  the 
militia,  and  our  obedience  to  it ; for  he  commanded  out 
a company  of  the  inhabitants  in  fearch  of  a Spanifh  larqua 
longa , who  was  faid  to  have  robbed  a {loop  belonging  to  this 
iftand  upon  the  coaft  of  Cuba  : he,  likewife,  in  favour  of  the 
royal  company,  commanded  out  to  fea  two  veflels,  with  a 
company  of  the  militia  and  their  captain,  from  Port-Royal, 
to  feize  an  interloper  riding  in  one  of  his  majefty’s  harbours, 
and  there  by  force  feized  her. 


In 
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CHAP.  In  the  time  of  Sir  Henry  Morgan  being  commander  iri 
XIV.  chief,  we  were  again  put  under  martial  law;  in  which  time 
"v— — ' Fort-Rupert,  Fort-Carlifle,  and  a new  line  at  Fort-James, 
were  built. 

Laftly,  in  his  excellency  the  Earl  of  Carlifle’s  time  (the 
prefent  governor)  the  law  martial  was  again  put  in  force  for 
about  three  months;  in  which  time  Fort-Morgan  with  its 
platform,  and  another  line  at  Fort-James,  and  thebreaft-work 
reinforced  very  confiderably  in  thicknefc  and  height,  and  new 
carriages  were  made  for  the  guns,  thofe  that  came  out  of 
England  not  being  fit  for  landfervice;  all  which  fortifica- 
tions are  fubftantially  built  with  ftone  and  brick,  at  the  charge 
and  labour  of  the  country. 

Neither  have  we  ever  been  wanting  in  due  refpedl  to  his 
majefty’s  governors;  the  militia  having  always  waited  on 
them  to  church,  in  their  progrefles,  and  on  all  publick  occa- 
sions : and  we  may  fafely  affirm  with  truth,  that  no  militia  in 
his  majefty’s  dominions  undergo  the  like  military  duty  as  his 
fubjedts  in  Jamaica;  as  is  evident  to  all  men  that  ever  fet 
foot  in  Port  Royal,  which  cannot  be  diftinguifhed  from  a 
garrifon,  either  in  time  of  peace  or  war,  but  by  their  not 
being  paid  for  their  fervice. 

To  anfwer  their  lordfhips  objections  to  the  bill  of  revenue, 
wherein- his  majefty’s  name  was  left  out,  there  are  feveral 
members  of  this  aflembly  now  fitting  who  were  members 
when  that  bill  palled  three  times  in  form  in  the  aflembly; 
and,  upon  the  beft  recollection  of  their  memories,  they  are 
fully  perfuaded  and  do  believe  the  bill  was  again  fent  down 
with  that  amendment  from  the  governor  and  council,  accord- 
ing as  it  palled  at  the  laft : but,  fhould  it  have  rifen  in  the 
aflembly,  they  are  very  unfortunate  if  they  muft  bear  the 
cenfure  of  all  miftakes  that  may  happen  in  prefenting  laws  to 
be  palled,  when  both  the  governor  and  his  council  have 
their  negative  voices,  which,  had  either  of  them  made  ufe 
of  in  this  point,  would  have  been  readily  confented  to  by 
the  aflembly,  as  they  had  formerly  done,  both  under  the 
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government  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  and  Sir  Thomas  APPen- 

Lynch,  before  whofe  time  it  had  been  raifed  without  men-  DIX. 

tioning  his  majefty’s  name,  and  that  without  check;  and  we 

always  concluded  the  governor’s  name  in  the  enabling  part 

to  be  of  the  fame  effecft  as  his  majefty’s  is  in  England, 

whom,  in  this  particular,  he  feems  rather  to  perfonate  than 

reprefent : for  which  reafons  we  hope,  it  ought  not  to  have 

been  imputed  to  the  afiembly  as  their  crime  altogether, 

being  confented  unto  by  his  majefty’s  governor,  without 

any  debate,  and  all  applied  by  the  a£t  whereby  it  was  raifed, 

to  the  very  fame  public  ufe  his  majefty  diredts  ; and  we  are 

certain  no  inftance  can  be  given  of  any  money  difpofed  of  to 

any  private  ufe,  but  was  always  iffued  by  the  governor’s 

Warrant,  for  the  payment  of  his  own  and  other  his  general 

officers  falaries  in  this  iftand,  with  fome  final!  contingent 

charges  of  the  government. 

Their  lordfhips  alfo  affirm,  that  the  afiembly  offered  this 
bill,  in  the  fame  meafure  and  proportion  as  it  is  now  propofed, 
to  Sir  Thomas  Lynch  : in  which  their  lordfhips  are  mifin- 
formed  ; for  his  majefty’s  inftrudtions  were,  that  the  laws 
fhould  be  in  force  for  two  years  and  no  longer,  which  their 
lordfhips  alfo  acknowledge  in  the  prior  part  of  the  report; 
fo  that  the  afiembly  needed  not  to  have  expreffid  any  time, 
and  the  particular  ules  therein  appointed. 

But  had  their  lordfhips  known  how  great  films  of  money 
have  been  raifed  here,  and  how  final  1 a part  hath  been 
applied  to  his  majefty's  fervice  for  the  defence  and  {Length- 
ening the  iftand,  we  humbly  conceive  their  lordfhips  would 
have  been  of  opinion,  that  we  have  no  reafon  to  bar  ourfelves 
to  perpetuity,  and  pafs  the  laid  act  without  limitation  of  ufes 
or  time;  nor  can  we  be  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  imagine  the 
king  can  be  hindered  fiom  making  fuch  ufe  of  his  own 
money  as  he  Shall  think  fit,  and  apply  it  where  he  finds 
moft  necefiary. 

It  is  very  true  the  laws  contain  many  and  great  errors,  as 
their  lordfnips  may  fee  by  the  aflembly’s  journal ; fo  that 
Vox..  III.  Z ' were 
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c h A P.  were  the  affembly  as  much  petitioners  to  his  majefly  for  this 
Xiv.  new  form  as  they  are  to  be  reftored  to  their  old,  above  half 
— yr— —J 1 the  body  of  thefe  laws,  without  amendment,  would  never  be 
reafonable  to  pafs. 

As,  to  inftance  fome  few  amongft  many:'  in  the  aft  for 
preventing  damages  by  fire,  a fingle  juftice  of  the  peace  hath- 
power  of  life  and  death  and  the  aft  of  the  militia  empowers 
the  governor  and  council  to  levy  a tax  on  the  whole  ifland; 
and  in  the  aft  direfting  the  marfhal’s  proceedings,  there  is 
a claufe  that  makes  it  felony  for  any  perfon  to  conceal  his  own 
goods,  left  in  his  own  pofleffion,  after  execution  levied  by  that 
law,  fo  that  a man  may  be  hanged  for  being  poor,  which,, 
though  inconvenient,  was  never  till  then  accounted  capital; 
with  others  too  long  to  be  repeated. 

And  whereas  their  lordfhips  are  pleafed  to  fay,  that  there 
is  nothing  imperfeft  or  defeftive  in  thefe  bills  tranfmitted 
hither;  yet  we  humbly  conceive,  that  no  notice  being  taken 
in  this  body  of  laws  how  or  in  what  nature  we  are  to  make 
ufe  of  the  laws  of  England,  either  as  they  have  reference 
to  the  prefervation  of  his  majefty’s  prerogative  or  the  fub- 
jefts  rights,  we  ought  not  in  reafon  to  confent  to  thefe  bills ; 
for,  nothing  appearing  to  the  contrary,  the  governor  is  left,  ad 
libitum , to  ufe  or  refufe  as  few  or  as  many  as  he  pleafes,  and 
inch  as  fuit  wirh  his  occafions ; there  being  no  directions  in. 
them  how  to  proceed  according  to  the  laws  of  England, 
either  in  caufes  criminal  or  teftamentary,  and  in  many  other 
cafes  which  concern  the  quiet  of  the  fubjeft,both  in  life  and 
eftate. 

We  conceive  alfo,  that,  whatfoever  is  find  to  the  contrary 
by  their  lordlhips  in  anfwer  to  the  diflance  of  places,  this 
very  laft  experiment  is  fufficicntly  convincing  of  the  truth 
©f  that  allegation;  fince  it  is  a year  fince  this  model  came 
over  and  was  debated,  and  before  their  lordfhips  report  came 
back,  not  withstanding  one  of  the  advices  went  home  by  an 
exprefs.  And, 

Whereas  their  lordfhips  fay,  we  cannot  be  fubjeft  to  more 

accidents* 
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accidents  than  his  majefty’s  kingdom  of  Ireland  ; to  that  we  APPEN-* 

objedb,  that  advice  and  anfwers  thence  may  be  had  in  ten  or  DlX. 

fourteen  days,  and  that  kingdom  is  already  fettled,  our  plan- 

tation  but  beginning.  But  further,  we  cannot  imagine  that 

the  Irifh  model  of  government  was,  in  principle,  ever  intended 

for  Englifhmen:  befides,  their  lordfhips  cannot  but  know, 

that  that  model  was  introduced  amongft  them  by  a law  made 

by  themfelves  in  Ireland,  and  fo  confequently  bound  them, 

which,  being  now  generally  known  to  all  thole  who  remove 

thither,  they  have  no  caufe  to  repine  at,  that  being  their 

choice  to  live  under  it  or  ftay  from  it,  and  was  made  for  the 

prefervation  of  the  Engiifn  againft  the  Irifh  faction.  As 

there  is  not  the  fame  caufe,  fo  there  is  not  the  fame  reafon, 

for  imp'ofmg  the  fame  on  us,  unlefs  we  did  it  ourfelves,  who 

are  all  his  majefty’s  natural-born  fubjedls  of  his  kingdom  of 

England  ; which  is  the  reafon  the  parliament  give,  in  all  their 

a£ts  concerning  the  plantations,  for  obliging  us  by  them  to 

what,  and  with  whom,  and  in  what  manner,  we  may  trade, 

and  impofe  a tax  on  us  here  in  cafe  of  trade  from  one  colony 

to  another  ; and  it  is  but  equity  then*  that  the  fame  law 

fhouid  have  the  fame  power  of  looking  as  binding. 

Elis  majefty  giving  a power,  on  urgent  occahcns,  to  raifs 
monies  the  old  way,  only  fecures  the  king’s  officers  their 
falaries,  which  elfe  they  had  been  difappointed  of ; the  aci  of 
the  militia  which  was  heretofore  contented  to,  ever  providing, 
that,  on  alarm  or  invafion,  the  commander  in  chief  fhouid 
have  unlimited  power  over  ai!  perfons,  e {bates,  and  things, 
neceffary  on  fuc.t  urgencies. 

As  to  the  7th,  the  affembly  fay,  they  never  defired  any 
power  but  what  his  majefty’s  governors  allured  them  was 
their  birth-rights,  and  what  they  fuppoled  his  majefty’s  moft: 
gracious  proclamation  allowed  them;  alfo  his  majefty  was 
gracioufiy  pleafed  to  write  a letter  to  his  governor  Sir  Tho- 
mas Lynch,  after  the  double  trial  of  one  Peter  Johnfon,  a 
pirate,  fignifying  his  diflike  that  any  thing  fhouid  be  done 
that  fhouid  caufe  any  doubt  in  his  fubjeffs,  in  not  enjoying 
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chap,  all  the  privileges  of  fubjects  of  the  kingdom  of  England,  dr- 
XIV.  t0  that  effeft. 

V— — But  as  to  the  obftrudting  of  juftice  againft  Brown,  the 
pirate,  what  they  did,  though  not  juftifiable  in  the  manner* 
was  out  of  an  afi'urance,  that  we  had  no  law  in  force  then  to 
declare  my  lord  chancellor  of  England’s  power,  and  our 
chancellor’s  here  equal,  in  granting  commillions  in  purfuance 
of  the  llatute  of  Henry  the  eighth  which  alfo  his  majefty 
and  council  perceiving,  have,  in  the  new  body  of  laws,  fent 
one  to  fupply  that  want:  and  if  they,  not  meddling  with  the 
merits  of  the  caufe,  endeavoured  to  prefcrve  the  form  of  juf- 
tice,  and  juftice  itfelf,  and,  after  denial  of  feverai  petitions, 
joined  with  the  council,  were  led  beyond  their  duty  (for 
which  they  were  fharply  reprimanded  by  the  then  governor) 
they  do  hope  for  and  humbly  beg  his  majeily’s  pardon. 

And  as  for  the  act  upon  which  he  came  in,  it  arofe  not  in 
the  aliembly,  but  was  fent  from  the  council,  to  be  conl'enteti 
to  by  them,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

And  as  to  the  imprifonment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Martyn,  one 
r/f  their  members,  for  taking  out  procefs  in  chancery  in  his 
own  private  concern  againft  feverai  other  members,  and  of 
the  council,  the  aftcmbly  then  fitting,  and  for  other  mifde- 
meanors  and  breach  of  the  rules  of  the  houfe;.  they  hope  it  is 
juftifiable,  the  king’s  governor  having  allured  them,  that  they 
had  the  fame  power  over  their  members  which  the  houfe  of 
commons  have,  and  all  fpeakers  here  praying,  and  the  gover- 
nors granting,  the  ufual  petitions  of  fpeakers  in  England. 

Seeing  the  governor  hath  power  to  turn  out  a eounfellor, 
and  turning  out  incapacitates  him  from  being  an  afl'embly- 
fnan,  no  cotmfellor  dares  give  his  opinion  againft  the  gover- 
nor, under  danger  of  lefs  penalty  than  loiirig  that  which  he 
thinks  his  birth-right:  alfo,  a governor  being  chancellor, 
ordinary,  and  admiral,  joined  with  his  military  authority, 
lodges  fo  great  a power  in  him,  that  being  united  and  exe- 
cuted in  one  perfon  to  turn  it  totum  in  qualibet  parte , fo  that 
he  may  invalidate  any  thing  done  under  his  own  commit* 
fton. 


There 


- OF  JAMAICA.  34s 

"There  is  no  doubt  but,  by  this  new  way,  it  is  in  the  affern-  APPEN- 
■bly’s  power  to  confent  to  and  perpetuate  fuch  laws  as  are  DIX. 
wholly  of  benefit  to  them,  and  leave  unpaged  all  that  may  be  ■ v—— ' 

thought  moll  necefiary  for  his  majefty  ; which  advantage 
they  not  laying  hold  on,  hope  it  will  be  an  evidence  they  are 
■careful  of  his  majefty’s  prerogative,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
good  fubjedl  to  be. 

It  is  wi  thout  controverfy  that  the  old  form  of  government, 
which  was  ordered  fo  like  his  majefty’s  kingdom  of  England, 
tnuft  of  confequence  be  of  greater  encouragement  to  all  his 
majefty’s  fubjedbs,  as  well  as  ftrangers,  to  remove  themfelves 
hither.  Upon  his  mnjefty’s  proclamation  in  my  Lord  Wind- 
Tor’s  time,  and  by  thofe  gracious  inftrudiions  given  to  Sir 
Thomas  Modyford,  all  or  molt  part  of  the  fugaT  plantations 
have  been  fettled  ; and  the  major  part  of  the  Laid  planters 
being  fuch  who  arrived  here  and  fettled  upon  the  general 
liking  of  the  model  nr  ft  conftitu'ed,  and  in  belief  that  they 
loft  not  any  of  the  privileges  of  hismajefty’s  fubjedls  of  the 
kingdom  of  England  by  their  removal  hither,  and  having 
by  no  adf,  as  we  believe,  either  provoked  his  majefty  or  for- 
feited our  rights,  or  ever  defiring  or  attempting  to  leflen  or 
queftion  his  majefty’s  prerogative,  the  prefervation  whereof 
we  ever  deemed  the  beft  means  of  preferving  our  own  privi- 
leges and  eftutes,  we  ftiall  prefume  to  hope  for  the  continu- 
ance of  bis  mrjefty’s  favour,  which  is  impoffible  for  us  ever 
to  forget. 

And  whereas  .their  iordfhips  are  pleafed  to  offer  their  ad- 
vice to  his  majefty,  to  furnifh  his  governor  with  fuch  powers 
as  were  formerly  given  to  Colonel  D’Oyley  and  others,  in 
whofe  time  the  then  accounted  army  was  not  difbanded,  but 
fo  continued  till  Lord  Windfor’s  arrival,  who  brought  over 
the  king’s  royal  donative,  and  order  to  fettle  the  civil  govern- 
ment: we  hope  their  Iordfhips  intend  not  that  we  are  to  be 
governed  by  or  as  an  army,  or  that  the  governor  be  em- 
powered to  levy  any  tax  by  himfelf  and  council;  fince  his 
majefty  having  difeharged  himfelf  and  council,  by  an  adt  of 
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C HAP.  parliament,  of  any  fuch  power  oyer  any  of  his  majefty’s  fub-r 
Xiv.  jedls  of  his  kingdom  of  England,  as  we  undoubtedly  are,  it 
L— will  be  very  hard  to  have  any  impofition  laid  on  us  but  by 
cur  own  confents ; for  their  lordfhips  well  know,  that  no 
derived  power  is  greater  than  the  primitive. 

However,  if  his  molt  gracious  majefty  fhall  not  think  fit 
to  alter  this  model,  but  we  are  to  be  governed  by  the  governor 
and  council,  according  to  their  lordfhip’s  advice,  yet  we  hum- 
bly befeec'n  his  majefty  to  do  us  the  grace  to  believe,  that  we 
are  fo  fenfible  of  our  duty  and  allegiance,  that  our  fubmiffion 
to  and  comportment  under  his  majefty’s  authority  fhall  be  fuch 
as  that,  we  hope,  he,  in  his  due  time,  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  reftore  unto  us  our  ancient  form  of  government,  under 
which  it  hath  hitherto  pleafed  God  to  profper  us  : ending 
with  our  hearty  prayers  for  his  majefty’s  long  and  happy 
reign  over  us,  and  moft  humbly  begging  his  mnjefty’s  par- 
don of  all  our  errors  and  miftakes,  and  a gracious  interpreta- 
tion of  this  our  anfwer  ; protefting,  from  the  bottom  of  our 
hearts,  that  we  are  and  refolve  to  die  his  majefty’s  trues 
loyal,  and  obedient  fubjecis. 

A true  copy. 

Howland  Powell,  Cl.  Cone. 

N U M B E R XX. 

The  humble  defire  and  jujlifi cation  of  the  members  of  his  majeji'/s 
council , to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Jamaica. 

THE  alterations  of  the  frame  of  government  in  this  his 
majefty’s  ifland  of  Jamaica  unto  that  of  his  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, which  iiis  majefty,  the  beft  and  greateft  of  kings,  hath 
gracioufly  commanded  us  to  fubmit  unto  and  own,  we  his 
majefty’s  truly  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjedts,  hitherto  have  and 
yet  do,  by  a willing  readinefs,  and  ready  willingnefs,  declare 
our  entire  obedience  and  hearty  conformity  thereunto,  be- 
cause l.is  majefty  commands. 
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And  although  his  majefty’s  great  perfpicuity  and  truly  APPEN- 
sroyai  prudence  is  beft  able  to  determine  what  government  i DIX. 
is  the  fitreft  for  his  fubjeffs  in  this  iiland,  yet  with  all  due  ^ v 
fubmiffign,  in  all  humility,  we  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  his 
majefty  the  great  inconvenience  attending  the  prefent  frame, 
in  tranfmitting  our  laws  home. 

The  vaft  didance  of  place  will  of  neceffity  require  a great 
expence  of  time,  between  the  ffrft:  framing  our  laws  here  and 
the  tranfmitting  and  return  of  them  hither  again  : fo  that, 
before  they  can  be  .palled  into  laws  by  the  affembly  here, 
there  will  probably  as  great  caufe  artfe  to  alter  as  there  were 
at  fir  ft:  to  make  them. 

And,  with  all  due  fub million,  we  judge  it  even  impoflible 
to  adapt  laws  to  the  prefent  conftitution,  fo  as  not  to  admit  of 
often  and  great  alterations  ; for,  according  to  our  experi- 
ence hitherto,  we  have  found  urgent  occasions  to  alter  and 
amend  the  laws,  that  have  more  immediately  concerned  us 
here,  at  the  lead:  every  two  years;;  and  we  cannot  forefee  but 
we  (hall  lie  under  the  fame  neceffity  ftill;  fo  that  if  his 
majefty  gracioufty  pleafe  to  take  it  into  his  princely  confider- 
ation,  and  either  reftore  to  us  our  former  power  and  way  or 
method  of  palling  laws,  or  at  leaft  remit  that  part  of  the 
prefent  method  of  making  laws  which  only  concerns  us  here, 
as  they  may  pafs  without  tranfmitting  the  fame,  we  hope,  by 
■our  prefent  fubmiffion  and  entire  obedience  to  all  his  laws 
here,  his  majefty  will  be  a glorious  prince  and  his  fubjeifts 
here  an  happy  people. 

A nd  whereas  the  gentlemen  of  the  affembly,  in  their  addrefs 
to  his  majefty  read  here  in  council  the  15th  of  November, 

167.9,  do  declare,  that  as  to  the  bill  of  revenue  wherein  his 
majefty’s  name  was  left  out,  that  there  are  feveral  of  the 
members  of  their  affembly  now  fitting  who  were  members 
when  the  bill  palled  three  times  in  form  in  the  affembly,  and, 
upon  the  heft  recolledfion  of  their  memories,  they  are  fully 
perfuaded  and  do  believe  the  bill  was  again  fent  down  with 
that  amendment  from  the  governor  and  council,  according 
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as  it  pafled  at  the  lull : we,  the  gentlemen  of  his  majefty’s 
XIV.  council  here  prefent  at  the  palling  of  the  bill,  do  moft  humbly 
and  with  all  ferioufnefs  aver  and  declare,  that  vve  were  fo  far 
from  confenting  the  faid  bill  lliould  pafs  without  his  majefty’s 
name  in  it,  that  we  do  not  remember  it  was  ever  debated  or 
mentioned  in  council ; and  further,  that,  to  the  belt  of  our 
refpedtivc  knowledge,  it  was  read  three  times,  and  parted  the 
council-board,  with  his  majefty’s  name  in  it : and  we  are  the 
rather  induced  to  this  our  confidence,  becaufe  we  find  the 
original  adt  was  razed,  and,  by  the  then  fpeaker’s  own  hand, 
interlined  ; and  moreover,  the  feveral  amendments  of  the  faid 
bill,  that  were  made  in  council,  were  all  taken  notice  of  in 
the  minutes  in  our  council- books,  and  no  mention  made  of 
this  ; and  the  gentlemen  of  the  afiembly  do  produce  nothing 
out  of  their  journal  to  juftify  the  refledtions  upon  us;  there- 
fore it  is  to  be  prefumed  they  cannot. 

And  we  do  further  humbly  and  unanimoufiy  declare,  we 
never  did  at  any  time,  either  jointly  or  feverally,  make  any 
complaint  to  the  aflembly,  or  any  of  them,  of  the  power 
given  by  his  majefty  to  his  excellency  our  prefent  governor 
to  fufpend  any  of  his  majefty’s  council  here:  for  as  we  have 
hitherto  yielded  all  due  obedience  and  fubmiffion  to  his 
majefty’s  royal  will  and  pleafure  concerning  us,  fo  we  hope 
we  fhall  approve  ourfelves  fuch,  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever 
pray  for  his  majefty's  long  life,  and  that  he  may  profperoufly 
and  triumphantly  reign  over  us. 

This  was  unanimoufty  agreed  to  in  council  by  the 
refpedfive  members  thereof  who  were  prefent  at  the 
palling  the  bill  of  revenue  : Colonel  Thomas  Bal- 
lard, Colonel  John  Cope,  Colonel  Robert  Byndlofs, 
Colonel  Thomas  Freeman,  Colonel  William  Joy, 
Col  onel  Thomas  f uller,  John  White,  Efquire; 

And  confented  to  by  the  whole  council,  excepting  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Samuel  Long. 

Received  from  the  Earl  of  Carl  hie,  26th  February, 
1679-80. 


Extract  of  an  order  in  council . 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  5th  of  March, 
1679-80, 

Present, 

Prince  Rupert,  Marquis  of  Worcefter,  Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Mr.  Sec.  Coventry, 

Lord  Privy  Seal,  Earl  of  Eflex,  Sir  Leolin  Jenkins. 

A LETTER  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  the  com- 
mittee, dated  23d  of  November  laft,  is  read,  wherein  his 
Jordfhip  acquaints  the  committee,  that,  having  called  the 
council  and  aflembly  together,  he  had  caufed  their  lordlhips 
report  of  the  28th  of  May  to  be  publickly  read  ; which  their 
lordfhips  think  to  be  difagreeable  to  the  dire£tions  of  the 
report,  which  was  only  prefented  to  his  majefty  for  his  in- 
formation, and  in  order  to  furnifh  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  when 
occafion  fhould  ferve,  with  fuch  arguments  as  might  be  fit 
to  be  ufed  in  juftification  of  his  majefty’s  commiflion  and 
inftrutftions ; and  their  lordfhips  particularly  take  notice, 
that  it  was  neither  necefiary  nor  convenient  for  him  to  ex- 
pofe  his  inftrucStions  to  the  aflembly : and  as  to  the  clerk  of 
the  affembly,  which  his  lordfhip  had  appointed,  the  com- 
mittee does  very  much  approve  his  lordfliip’s  proceedings 
therein,  and  will  defire  him  to  continue  the  fame  method 
for  the  future. 

Amd  whereas  Colonel  Long  is  reprefented  to  have  a hand 
in  leaving  out  the  king’s  name  in  the  late  bill  of  revenue, 
and  in  framing  and  advifing  the  addrefs  of  the  aflembly 
now  tranfmitted  to  his  majefty  ; their  lordfhips  will  report, 
that  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  may  be  ordered  to  fend  him  to 
England,  to  anfwer  what  is  laid  to  his  charge. 


The 
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The  addrefs  of  the  aflembly  of  Jamaica  to  his  majefty, 
in  anfwer  to  a report  of  the  committee  approved  on  the 
28th  of  May  laf!:,  being  read,  their  lordfhips  obferve,  that 
there  are  many  falfities  and  miflakes  contained  therein. 

Firflr,  it  is  alledged  by  the  aflembly,  that  the  ifland  took 
up  the  civil  form  of  government  in  the  time  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Modyford  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton;  whereas  it  is 
certain,  that  Colonel  D’Oyley  had  a commiffion,  foon  after 
his  majefty’s  reftoration,  to  govern  by  the  civil  power. 

As  to  their  denial  of  having  left  out  his  majefty’s  name 
in  the  revenue  bill,  it  is  evident,  by  the  juftification  of  the 
council,  and  aflurance  of  the  Lord  Vaughan,  that  the  bill 
paffed  the  governor  and  council  with  his  majefty’s  name, 
which  was  afterwards  left  out,  or  erazed,  as  may  be  fup- 
pofed  by  the  interlineation  that  yet  appears  upon  the  ori- 
ginal bill. 

And  whereas  it  is  find,  that  their  lordfhips.  are  mifinformed, 
in  affirming  that  the  aflembly  had  before  offered  the  bill  of 
revenue  in  the  fame  meafure  and  proportion  as  is  now  pro- 
pofed,  fince  the  laws  were  to  be  in  force  for  two  years,  and 
no  longer : the  aflembly  have  quite  forgotten,  or  pretended 
to  be  ignorant  of,  the  powers  fettled  by  his  majefty’s  com- 
miffion to  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  whereby  the  laws  were  to 
be  in  force  for  two  years,  and  no  longer,  unlefs  confirmed 
by  his  majcfty  within  that  time;  fo  that  the  bill  tranfmitted 
by  Sir  Thomas  Lynch  wanted  only  his  majefty’s  approba- 
tion to  render  it  perpetual. 

The  aflembly  further  mentions  the  great  fums  raifed  in 
Jamaica,  which  had  not  been  employed  to  his  majefty’s 
fervice  ; but  does  not  infiance  the  mifapplication  of  any  part 
of  the  revenue  by  any  of  the  governors. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  law  for  preventing  da- 
mages by  fire,  of  which  they  complain,  was  firft  made  by 
them  ; as  alfo  the  act  directing  the  marfhal’s  proceedings  can- 
not be  but  very  reafonable,  and  for  the  advantage  of  the 
planters,  fince  it  gives  them  the  ufe  of  their  goods  after  exe- 
cution, and  enables  them  the  better  to  pay  their  debts. 
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And  whereas  the  aflembly  complains,  that  there  is  no  law  APPEND 
tranfmitted  to  them  for  afcertaining  the  laws  of  England;  it  DIX. 
is  thought  reaforiable,  that  his  majefty  fiiould  retain  within 
himfelf  the  power  of  appointing  the  laws  of  England  to  be 
in  full  force  in  that  ifland,  as  he  {hall  find  neceffary. 

The  delays  and  length  of  time,  alledged  by  them  in  re- 
ference to  the  model  prefcribed  by  his  majefty,  were  wholly 
occafioned  by  the  refradlorinefs  of  the  aflembly,  and  not  by 
the  diftance  of  places,  or  other  reafons. 

What  they  objetl  concerning  Ireland,  in  reference  to 
Jamaica,  is  frivolous;  fince  the  Englilh  there  have  right 
to  the  fame  privileges  as  thofe  of  Jamaica,  and  are  bound  up 
by  aifts  of  parliament  in  England,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants 
of  Jamaica. 

To  the  yth  objection  it  is  replied,  that  nothing  has  been 
done  to  take  away  their  enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges  of 
Englifh  fubjecfts,  fince  they  are  governed  by  the  laws  and 
ftatutes  of  this  realm. 

Their  unwarrantable  proceedings  in  obftrutfting  of  juf- 
tice  againft  Brown  the  pirate  is  confefied,  and  his  majefty’s 
pardon  prayed  by  them. 

Their  lord/hips  think  the  imprifonment  of  Martyn,  and 
the  articles  preferred  againft  him,  altogether  unjuftifiable, 
not  only  as  he  was  his  majefty’s  collector,  but  as  the  aflem- 
bly ought  not,  by  the  pretenfions  of  privilege,  to  fhelter 
themfelvcs  from  juftice,  there  being  no  fuch  ufage  in  Bar- 
badoes  and  other  plantations. 

In  the  9th  place,  it  is  altogether  erroneous  in  the  aflembly 
to  think  it  is,  by  the  prefent  model,  in  their  own  power,  to 
accept  fuch  laws  as  are  wholly  of  benefit  to  themfelves,  and 
to  reject  fuch  as  are  moft  neceflary  for  his  majefty;  fince 
the  governor  yet  retains  a negative  voice,  after  the  confent 
pf  the  aflembly. 

And  whereas  they  very  much  infill  upon  his  majefty’s 
proclamation  in  my  Lord  Windfor’s  time:  his  majefty  has 
not  in  any  inftance  withdrawn  the  effects  of  his  promife  to 

them. 
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CHAP,  them,  nor  impofed  feveral  rules  and  inftrudlions  that  were 
XIV*  preferibed  in  Sir  Thomas  Modyford’s  commiffion  and  in- 
J Itrudlions,  whereby  he  had  power,  with  the  advice  of  the 
council,  to  raife  money  on  ftrong  liquors : and  the  aflembly 
can  as  little  believe  they  have  not  provoked  his  majefly  to 
keep  a frri£t  eye  upon  them,  after  their  feveral  unwarrant- 
able proceedings  during  the  government  of  the  Lord 
Vaughan,  and  fince  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  by  their  votes 
and  otherwife. 

In  the  lail  place,  it  is  falfely  infinuated  by  the  aflembly, 
that  the  government  remained  under  an  army  in  Colonel 
D’Oyley’s  time;  fince  it  appears  plainly  by  his  commiffion, 
that  it  was  otherwife  provided,  and  that  the  martial  law  was 
then  laid  afide  : fo  that,  upon  the  whole  matter,  they  have 
reafon  to  beg  his  majefty’s  pardon  for  all  their  errors  and 
miftakes. 

The  j unification  of  the  council  of  Jamaica,  in  anfwer  to 
the  imputation  of  the  aflembly,  of  their  leaving  out  the 
king’s  name  in  the  revenue  bill,  is  alfo  read;  and  to  be 
made  ul'e  of  by  the  governor,  to  difprove  the  allegations  of 
the  aflembly  in  their  own  behalf. 


N U M B E R XXIII. 

Extract  of  an  order  in  council, 

J amaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Monday  the  8th  of  March, 
1679-80, 

Present, 

Lord  Privy  Seal,  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Sir  Leolin  Jenkins. 

THE  Lord  Vaughan  attends,  concerning  the  charge 
againft  Colonel  Long,  of  Jamaica,  for  razing  out  the  king’s 
name  in  the  add  of  revenue;  and  declares,  that  he  is  very 
confident  that  the  bill  came  up  from  the  aflembly  to  the 
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council  with  the  king’s  name  in  it,  and  that  it  was  not  put 
out  by  the  council,  nor  by  his  privity  ; and  that  when  Mr. 
Martyn  came  to  Jamaica  with  the  king’s  patent  to  be  col- 
lector, his  lordfhip  then  fent  for  the  a£t,  and  perceived  the 
interlineation  to  be  in  Colonel  Long’s  hand;  and  that  his 
lordfhip  does  abfolutely  agree  with  the  council  of  Jamaica-, 
in  the  matter  of  their  j unification. 

NUMBER  XXIV. 

Extract  of  an  order  in  council. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Thurfday  the  nth  of  March, 
1679-80, 

Present, 

Lord  Prefident,  Marq.  of  Worcefier,  Sir  Leolin  Jenkins. 
Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Bridgewater. 

THEIR  lordfhips  take  into  confideration  the  fiate  of 
the  government  in  Jamaica,  and  agree  to  refer  the  queries 
following  to  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  for 
their  opinions  therein ; viz. 

ift.  Whether,  from  the  paid  and  prefent  ftate  of  Jamaica, 
his  majefty’s  fubjeCls,  inhabiting  and  trading  there  have  a 
right  to  the  laws  of  England,  as  Englifhmen,  or  by  virtue 
of  the  king’s  proclamation,  or  otherwife  ? 

2d.  Whether  his  majefty’s  fubje&s  of  Jamaica,  claiming 
to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  England,  are  not  bound  as 
well  by  fuch  laws  as  are  beneficial  to  the  king,  by  appointing 
taxes  and  fubfidies  for  the  fupport  of  the  government,  as  by 
other  laws,  which  tend  only  to  the  benefit  and  eafe  of  the 
fubjedt  ? 

3d.  Whether  the  fubfidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage  upon 
goods  that  may  by  law,  or  fhall  be  direCtly  carried  to  Ja- 
maica, be  not  payable,  according  to  law,  by  his  majefty’s 

fubjeCts 
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CHAP.  fubje&s  inhabiting  that  ifland,  or  trading  there,  by  virtue  of 
XIV.  the  acffs  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  or  other  adds  made  in 
' v— — t England? 

4th.  Whether  wine  or  other  goods,  once  brought  into 
England  and  tranfported  from  thence,  upon  which  the  re- 
fpedfive  abatements  are  allowed  upon  exportation,  according 
to  law,  the  fame  being  afterwards  carried  to  Jamaica  and 
landed  there,  fhall  not  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  full 
duty  of  tonnage  and  poundage  which  it  fhould  have  paid  if 
confumed  in  England,  deducting  only  fuch  part  of  the  faid 
duty  as  fhall  not  be  repaid  in  England  upon  exportation  of 
the  faid  goods  from  thence  ? 

Which  queries  were  accordingly  tranfmitted  to  Mr. 
Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  with  a paper  containing 
the  paft  and  prefent  ftate  of  Jamaica,  in  relation  to  the 
government. 

NUMBER  XXV. 

Letter  to  Air.  Attorney  and  Mr . Solicitor  General. 

Council-chamber , \ ith  March , 1679-80. 

Gentlemen, 

THE  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  committee  for 
frade  and  plantations,  upon  confideration  of  the  affairs  of 
Jamaica,  have  Rated  the  queftions  following ; viz. 

[ Here  were  recited  the  queries  Jlated  in  the  preceding  number.  J 

To  which  queffions  their  lordfhips  defire  your  anfwer  in 
writing,  with  all  convenient  fpeed : and,  for  your  information* 
I have  inclofed  a paper,  containing  a Jhort  account  of  the  paft 
and  prefent  ftate  of  the  government  in  Jamaica  ; and  in  cafe 
you  fhould  require  any  further  fatisfadtion  therein,  or 
touching  the  queries  referred  unto  you,  I am  ordered  by  the 
lords  of  the  committee  to  attend  you  at  any  time  or  place  you 
fhall  think,  fit  to  appoint. 

I am,  with  all  refpedt,  gentlemen,  U* c. 
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NUMBER  XXVI. 

Extract  of  an  order  in  council. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantation?,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  27th  of  April,  1680, 

Present, 

Prince  Rupert,  FarlofEfiex,  Mr.  Hyde, 

LordPrefident,  Vifc.  Fauconberg,  Mr.  Sec.  Jenkins, 

Earl  of  Sunderland, 

M R.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  having  like- 
wife  acquainted  the  committee,  that,  upon  confideration  of 
the  four  queftions  concerning  Jamaica,  referred  unto  them 
the  1 ith  of  March,  they  did  find  them  of  fuch  difficulty  and 
moment  as  to  deferve  the  opinion  of  the  judges  : it  is  agreed 
that  they  be  accordingly  referred  unto  the  judges ; upon 
whom  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  are  defired 
to  attend  with  them  ; Mr.  Attorney  having  firft  delivered 
his  opinion,  tc  that  the  people  of  Jamaica  have  no  right  to 
be  governed  by  the  laws  of  England,  but  by  fuch  laws  as 
s<  are  made  there,  and  eftablifhed  by  his  majefty’s  authority.” 
But  whereas  Mr.  Solicitor  General  doth  deliver  his  opinion, 
that  the  word  “ dominion,”  in  the  aft  of  parliament  for 
tonnage  and  poundage,  may  feem  rather  to  imply  the  do- 
minion of  Wales  and  Berwick  upon  Tweed  only,  than  to 
extend  to  the  plantations  ; and  more  efpecially,  as  Mr. 
Attorney  alledges,  Since  the  iflands  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey 
are  not  concerned  in  that  aft;  their  lordfhips  order  the  two 
firft  queftions  only  to  be  fent  unto  the  judges,  without  any 
mention  to  be  made  of  the  two  laft,  which  particularize  tha 
aft  of  tonnage  and  poundage. 
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XIV. 

^ NUMBER  XXVir. 

References  to  the  judges  about  Jamaica. 

Council-chamber , 2 ’jth  Aprils  i68o„ 

Gentlemen* 

I A M commanded  by  the  right  honourable  the  lords  of 
the  privy-council  appointed  a committee  of  trade  and  foreign 
plantations,  to  fignify  their  defires  that  you  attend  his  fna- 
jefty’s  judges  with  the  queftions  following  : 

i ft.  Whether  from  the  paft  and  prefent  ftate  of  Jamaica, 
his  majefty’s  fubje&s  inhabiting  and  trading  there  have  a 
right  to  the  laws  of  England,  as  Englifhmen,  or  by  virtue  of 
the  Icing’s  proclamation,  or  otherwife  ? 

2d.  Whether  his  majefty’s  fubjedts  of  Jamaica,  claiming 
to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  England,  are  not  bound  as  well 
by  fuch  laws  as  arc  beneficial  to  the  king,  by  appointing 
taxes  and  fubfidies  for  the  fupport  of  the  government,  as  by 
other  laws,  which  tend  only  to  the  benefit  and  eafe  of  the 
fubjeift  ? 

Which  queftions  their  lordfhips  defire  his  majefty’s 
judges  to  confider  and  anfwer  in  writing,  and  to  return  the 
opinions  to  the  committee  with  convenient  fpeed. 

I am,  with  refpecl:,  dsV. 

NUMBER  XXVIII. 

Order  to  the  judges  about  the  quejlion  of  Jamaica . 

At  the  court  at  Whitehall,  the  23d  of  June,  1680, 

Present, 

His  Majefty, 

Prince  Rupert,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Coventry, 

Abp.  of  Canterbury,  Earl  of  Sunderland,  Mr.  Sec,  Jen- 
Lord  Chancellor,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  kins, 


Lord 
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Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Bath,  Mr.  Chancellor  of 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  Ld.  Bp.  of  London,  the  Exchequer, 
D.  of  Albemarle,  Mr.  Hyde,  Mr.  Godolphin. 

Marq.  of  Worcefter,  Mr.  Finch, 

Earl  of  OlTory,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North, 

IT  is  this  day  ordered  in  council,  that  Mr.  Attorney  and 
Mr.  Solicitor  General  do  attend  his  majefty’s  judges,  and 
defire  them  to  aftemble  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and,  being 
aftembled,  to  confer  with  them  concerning  this  queftion; 
viz. 

Whether,  by  his  majefty’s  letter,  proclamation,  or 
commifiions,  annexed,  his  majefty  hath  excluded  himfelf 
from  the  power  of  eftablifhing  laws  in  Jamaica,  it  being  a 
conquered  country,  and  all  laws  fettled  by  authority  there 
being  now  expired  ? 

And  that,  upon  receiving  the  opinions  of  his  majefty’s 
judges,  under  their  hands  in  writings  they  do  report  the 
fame  to  the  lords  of  the  privy-council  appointed  a committee 
for  trade  and  foreign  plantations. 

NUMBER  XXIX. 

Extract  of  an  order  in  council . 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1680, 

Present, 

Lord  Prefident,  Marquis  of  Worcefter,  Mr.  Sec.  Jenkins. 

Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins  acquaints  the  committee,  that 
Colonel  Long,  of  Jamaica,  had  fome  days  before  furren- 
dered  himfelf  to  him,  upon  a bond  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
given  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  that  purpofe  ; and  that  he 
had  taken  his  fecurity  for  the  like  fum,  that  he  would  attend 
the  firft  council,  on  Friday  next,  being  the  10th  inftant. 
Vol.  III.  A a 
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Jamaica. 


NUMBER  XXX. 

Copy  of  an  order  in  council. 


At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations}  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall, 


Present, 

Prince  Rupert,  Marquis  of  Worcefter,  Earl  of  Bath, 

Lord  Prefidenr,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Mr.  Sec.  Jenkins. 

THE  Earl  of  Carlifle  is  called  in,  and  delivers  a paper 
containing  a charge  againft  Colonel  Long,  which  is  read, 
confiding  chiefly  in  three  points ; viz.  That  he  had  razed 
the  king’s  name  out  of  the  a£t  for  railing  a publick  reve- 
nue ; that  he  had  granted  an  habeas  corpus , being  judge,  for 
a perfon  condemned  by  law ; and  had  oppofed  the  fettlement 
of  the  country  purfuant  to  the  king’s  orders. 

And  his  lordfhip  declaring,  that  he  had  nothing  more  to 
fay  againft  Colonel  Long  than  was  contained  in  that  paper, 
only  referving  to  himfelf  the  liberty  of  explaining  what  he 
had  therein  mentioned,  Colonel  Long  is  called  in,  and  the 
paper  read  to  him  ; whereupon  he  pofitively  denies  that  he 
had  done  any  thing  to  the  bill  without  the  diredlions  of  the 
aflembly ; and  that  he  believes  the  razure  happened,  inaf- 
much  as  the  clerk  of  the  aflembly  had  tranferibed  the  bill 
palled  in  Sir  Thomas  Lynch’s  time,  which  was  now  blotted 
out  by  the  agreement  of  the  governor,  council,  and  aflembly, 
and  the  words  written  in  his  hand  were  only  added  to  make 
up  the  fenfe,  which  othervvife  would  have  been  wanting, 
which  he  did  as  fpeaker  of  that  aflembly  from  whom  he  had 
diredlions ; which  is  confirmed  by  the  letters  of  Major 
Molefworth,  Mr.  Bernard,  Mr.  Afhurft,  Mr.  Burton,  and 
of  the  clerk  of  the  aflembly. 

As  to  the  granting  an  habeas  corpus , he  declares  he  did 
rot  know  the  perfon  was  condemned ; and  that  it  is  ufual 

for 
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for  the  judges  to  fign  blank  habeas  corpus’s , which  the  clerk  appen- 
gives  out  in  courfe.  D ix. 

And  that  he  never  oppofed  the  king’s  orders,  otherwife  '' — 
than  by  expreffing  his  opinion,  that  they  were  not  for  his 
majefty’s  fervice,  nor  the  good  of  the  country. 

NUMBER  XXXI. 

Extract  of  an  order  in  council . 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  Tuefday  the  12th 
of  October,  1680, 

Present^ 

Prince  P.Upert,  Earl  of  Sunderland,  Mr.  Hyde. 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Mr.  Godolphiti, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Halifax,  Mr.  Sec.  Jenkins, 

Marquis  of  Worcefter,  Vifc.  Fauconberg,  Mr.  Seymour. 

THE  Earl  of  Carlifle  attending,  acquaints  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  act  for  raifing  a publick  revenue  will  expire 
in  March  next,  and  that  the  government  will  be  left  under 
very  great  necefiities,  in  cafe  the  king  do  not  give  Sir  Henry 
Morgan  leave  to  pafs  a temporary  bill,  until  the  full  fettle- 
ment  of  affairs  fhall  be  agreed  on,  which  is  like  to  take 
up  a confiderable  time  ; and  therefore  propofes,  that  the 
order  in  council,  dated  the  14th  of  January  laft  (which  is 
read)  forbidding  the  governor  to  raife  money  by  any  other 
adt  or  order  whatfoever  than  by  the  bill  tranfmitted  by  his 
majefty,  which  the  affembly  will  not  be  willing  to  pafs 
until  the  government  be  entirely  fettled  in  fuch  manner  as 
may  be  more  agreeable  to  them  than  the  Irifh  model,  be 
fufpended.  His  lordfhip  proceeds  to  give  an  account  of  his 
tranfadtions  with  the  affembly,  to  perfuade  them  to  pafs  the 
revenue  bill,  and  reads  the  objections  of  the  affembly,  and 
A a 2 his 
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CHAP,  his  anfwer  to  them;  whereof,  and  of  the  council-books,  his 
XIV.  lordfhip  is  defired  to  give  a tranfcript  to  the  committee. 
t.— — J There  having  been  two  laws  read  which  were  entered 
therein,  the  one  made  by  Colonel  D’Oyley  and  the  council, 
for  railing  imports  on  liquors,  the  other  by  Sir  Charles 
Lyttelton  and  his  council,  being  a fupplemental  ad  to  the 
former : 

And  his  lordfhip  acquainting  the  committee,  that,  as  for 
licences  of  taverns,  he  had  fet  them  on  foot  before  he  parted 
any  bill  of  revenue  : 

It  is  thereupon  thought  fit,  by  fome  of  their  lordfhips, 
that  the  alfembly  of  Jamaica  be  induced  to  pafs  a perpetual 
bill,  by  having  leave  to  appropriate  the  revenue  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  government. 

And  the  committee  is  appointed  to  meet  again  on  this 
bufinefs  on  Thurfday,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning;  when 
Colonel  Long,  and  the  other  aflembly  men  lately  come 
over,  are  to  attend. 

NUMBER  XXXII. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  Thurfday  the 
14th  of  Odober,  1680, 

Present, 

Prince  Rupert,  E.  of  Clarendon,  Vifc.  Fauconberg, 

Lord  Preiident,  E.  of  E flex,  Ld.Ch.  Juft.  North, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  E.  of  Halifax,  Mr.  Sec.  Jenkins. 

Marq.  of  Worcefter, 

THE  Earl  of  Carlifle  attends,  and  produces  an  entry  in 
the  council-book  of  Jamaica,  of  a law  parted  by  Colonel 
D’Oyley  and  the  council,  for  raifing  a publick  revenue,  and 
of  another  parted  by  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  and  the  council, 
being  a fupplemental  ad  to  the  former,  both  which  are  in- 
definite, and  not  determined  by  the  commiflions  of  Colonel 

D’Oyley 
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D’Oylcy  or  my  Lord  Windfor,  whofe  deputy  Sir  Charles 
Lyttelton  was. 

After  which,  Colonel  Long  and  Mr.  Afhurft  are  called  in 
(the  other  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  being  in  the  country)  and 
being  afked,  Why  they  were  not  willing  that  a perpetual  bill 
of  revenue  fhould  pafs  in  Jamaica  ? they  made  anfwer,  that 
they  have  no  other  way  to  make  their  aggrievances  known  to 
the  king,  to  have  them  redrelfed,  than  by  the  dependance  of 
the  governor  upon  the  affembly,  which  is  preferved  by  palling 
temporary  bills  of  revenue  j and  that,  a perpetual  bill  being 
pafled,  all  the  ends  of  government  would  be  anfwered, 
and  there  would  be  no  further  need  of  calling  afiemblies. 
To  which  my  Lord  of  Carlifle  replies,  that,  notwith- 
standing any  a£t  for  raifing  an  impoft  on  liquors  fhould 
be  palTed  in  that  manner,  yet  the  neceffities  and  contin- 
gencies of  the  government  are  fuch  as  to  require  the 
frequent  calling  of  affemblies,  for  raifing  money  by  other 
means,  and  doing  publick  works,  the  prefent  revenue  com- 
ing far  Ihort  of  the  expence  of  the  government. 

Their  lordfhips  tell  Colonel  Long,  that  in  cafe  they  be 
willing  and  pafs  the  a£t  of  revenue  indefinitely,  the  king  may 
be  induced  to  fettle  other  perpetual  laws,  which  they  lhall 
propofe  as  beneficial  to  them. 

The  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  being  withdrawn,  their  lord- 
fhips enter  upon  a debate  concerning  a continuance  of  the 
tw’o  laws  made  by  Colonel  D’Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttel- 
ton before  mentioned,  and  bow  far  the  Englifh  laws  and  me- 
thods of  government  ought  to  take  place  in  "Jamaica  ; and  it 
is  there  alledged , u that  the  laws  of  England  cannot  he  in 
“ force  in  another  country , where  the  conjlitution  of  the  place 
“ is  different  from  that  of  England.” 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  committee  defire  my  Lord 
Chief  Juilice  North  to  report  his  opinion  in  writing,  on 
Monday  next,  upon  the  queftions  following ; viz. 

ill.  Whether  the  king,  by  his  proclamation  publilhed 
during  my  Lord  Windfor’s  government,  his  majefy’s  letter 
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, dated  I $th  of  January  1672-3,  or  any  other  aft,  appearing 
by  the  1 .ws  of  England  or  any  laws  of  Jamaica,  or  by 
J his  majefty’s  commillions  or  inftruftions  to  his  governors, 
has  diverted  himfelf  of  the  power  he  formerly  bad  to  alter  the 
forms  of  government  in  Jamaica  ? 

2d.  Whether  any  aft  of  the  aftembly  of  Jamaica,  or 
any  other  aft  of  Ins  majefty  or  his  governors,  have  totally 
repealed  the  afts  made  by  Colonel  D’Oyley,  and  Sir  Charles 
Lyttelton,  for  rairtng  a publick  revenue,  or  whether  they  are 
now  in  force  ? 

Memorandum , His  majefty  being  prefent,  my  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  North  was  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Memorandum,  Colonel  Long  having  mentioned 
fome  tranfaftions  of  my  Lord  Vaughan’s  dur- 
ing his  government,  his  lordfhip  is  to  be  fum- 
moned  for  the  next  meeting. 

NUMBER  XXXIII. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Monday  the 
1 8th  of  Oftober,  1680, 


Lord  Prefident, 
Lord  Privy  Seal, 
Lord  Chamberlain, 
Earl  of  Eflex, 

Earl  of  Clarendon, 


Present, 

Earl  of  Halifax, 

Lord  Vifc.  Fauconberg, 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  North, 
Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins, 
Mr.  Seymour. 


MY  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  having  acquainted  the 
committee,  that  he  had  confidered  of  the  two  queftions  pro- 
pofed  by  their  lordftiips;  and  that,  although  fome  further 

time 
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time  would  be  requifite  for  him  to  give  in  his  anfwer,  yet, 
in  refpedt  of  the  bafte  that  was  neceflary  for  fettling  the  dix. 
revenue,  his  lordfhip  undertakes  to  return  his  anfwer  at  the  t*-— - - 
next  meeting  upon  the  fecond  queftion ; wherein  his  lord- 
fhip is  defired  to  take  to  his  affiftance  fome  other  of  his 
majefty’s  judges;  viz. 

Whether  any  adt  of  the  aftembly  of  Jamaica,  or  any  adt  of 
his  majefty  or  his  governors,  have  totally  repealed  the  adts 
made  by  Colonel  D’Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton,  for 
raifing  a publick  revenue,  or  whether  they  are  now  in 
force  ? 


NUMBER  XXXIV. 


Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Wednelday 
the  20th  of  October,  1680, 


Pre 

Lord  Prefident, 

Earl  of  Sunderland, 

Earl  of  Bridgewater, 

Earl  of  Eflex, 

Earl  of  Halifax, 


SENT, 

Lord  Chief  Juftice  North, 
Lord  Bifhop  of  London, 
Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins, 

Mr.  Seymour, 


MY  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North,  having  delivered  his 
opinion  in  writing  upon  the  queftion  recommended  to  him 
at  the  laft  meeting,  Colonel  Long,  Mr.  Beefton,  Mr.  Afhurft, 
and  other  planters  and  merchants  of  Jamaica,  together 
with  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  are  called  in,  and  his  lordihip’s 
opinion  is  read  to  them  ; whereby  his  lordfhip  concludes, 
that  the  adt  of  revenue  made  in  1663  by  Sir  Charles  Lyttel- 
ton, is  yet  in  force,  as  being  not  repealed  by  any  fubfequent 
adds,  which  were  limited  to  the  term  of  two  years  by  his  ma- 
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CHAP,  jetty’s  commands.  But  Colonel  Long  objeCts,  that  there 
XJV.  was  a law  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  which  declares 
— - all  laws  patted  at  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton’s  aflemblies  void, 
for  want  of  due  form  in  the  writs,  and  other  particulars  : 
whereupon  they  are  bid  to  withdraw;  and  whereas  my 
Lord  Chief  Juttice  North  was  not  prefent  when  this  objec- 
tion was  made,  their  lordfhips  think  fit  that  he  be  acquainted 
therewith,  and  defired  to  renew  his  opinion;  and  the  gen- 
tlemen of  Jamaica  are  alfo  defired  to  be  ready  with  the  ob- 
jections they  have  to  make  to  his  lordfhip’s  report,  at  the 
next  meeting,  which  is  appointed  for  to-morrow  at  three  in 
the  afternoon. 


NUMBER  XXXV. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  Thurfday  2lft 
of  OCtober,  1680, 


P 

Prince  Rupert, 

Lord  Prefident, 

Marquis  ofWercefter, 
Earl  of  Bridgewater, 
Earl  of  Clarendon, 


F,  s E N T, , 

Vifcount  Fauconberg, 

Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  Chief  Juttice  North, 
Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 


THE  lords,  being  met  to  cor.fider  the  bufinefs  of  Ja- 
maica, order  the  proclamation  publifhed  in  my  Lord  Windfor’s 
time  to  be  read  : and  thereupon  their  lordfhips  exprefs  their 
opinion,  that  his  majefty  did  thereby  affure  arid  fettle  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants,  but  not  the  government  and  form  : 
thence  thefe  quettions  did  arife  ; viz. 

1 ft.  Whether,  upon  the  confideration  of  the  commiftion 
and  inftruCtions  to  Colonel  D’Oyley,  and  Sir  Charles  Lyt- 
telton, and  the  conjiitution  of  the  if  and  thereupon , the  ads  of 
council  made  by  Colonel  D’Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton 

were 
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were  perpetual  laws,  binding  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
iiland  ? 

2d.  Whether,  fuppofing  thofe  laws  good  and  perpetual, 
any  of  the  fubfequent  laws,  or  the  proclamation  in  my  Lord 
Windfor’s  time,  have  taken  away  the  force  of  thefe  laws  ? 

And  becaufe  the  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  made  divers  objec- 
tions againft  the  validity  of  thofe  laws,  as  being  made  by  the 
governors  and  council  without  an  affembly,  and  againft  the 
perpetuity  of  them,  as  being  repealed  by  fubfequent  laws  j 
their  lordfhips  do  therefore  think  it  moft  conducing  to  his 
majefty’s  fervice,  that  Colonei  Long,  Major  Beefton,  and 
Mr.  Afhurft,  do  attend  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North,  in  or- 
der to  explain  to  his  lordfhip  what  is  chiefly  expected  by 
them,  whereby  they  may  be  induced  to  fetde  the  revenue  for 
the  fupport  of  the  government,  to  the  end  matters  may  be 
brought  to  an  accommodation. 

NUMBER  XXXVI. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  Wednefday 
the  27th  of  October,  1680, 

Present, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Bath, 

Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Earl  of  Halifax, 

Lord  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Chan,  of  the  Exchequer. 

M Y Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  reports,  that  he  has  been 
attended  by  the  gentlemen  of  Jamaica,  who  have  declared 
themfeives  willing  to  grant  the  perpetual  bill  for  the  payment 
of  the  governors,  and  another  bill  for  the  payment  of  con- 
tingencies to  continue  for  feven  years,  provided  they  may  be 
reftored  to  their  ancient  form  of  paffing  laws,  and  may  be 
allured  of  fuch  of  the  laws  of  England  as  may  concern  their 
liberty  and  property. 
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Their  lordfhips  taking  notice,  that  the  revenue  of  Jamaica 
will  expire  in  March  next,  dire£t  a letter  to  be  prepared, 
for  the  approbation  of  the  council,  empowering  Sir  Henry 
Morgan  to  call  an  aflembly,  and  to  endeavour  the  palling  a 
temporary  bill,  with  their  confent,  for  the  revenue ; and,  in 
cafe  of  their  refufal,  to  raife  the  fame  in  fuch  manner  as  hath 
been  done  by  former  governors. 


Memorandum , At  a council  on  the  in  ft  ant, 

a draught  of  the  aforementioned  letter 
was  read. 


And  upon  reading  the  petition  of  the  planters,  merchants 
and  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  praying  to  be  reftored  to  their 
ancient  method  of  making  laws,  the  lords  of  the  committee 
are  ordered  to  meet  de  die  in  diem , until  they  (hall  have  agreed 
on  fuch  a method  for  the  making  of  laws,  and  the  fettlement 
of  the  government,  as  they  (hall  find  moft  convenient  for  his 
majefty’s  fervice. 


NUMBER  XXXVII. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,1, in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Thurfday 
the  28th  of  Odtober,  1680, 


Present, 


Prince  Rupert, 

Lord  Privy- Seal, 
Lord  Chamberlain, 
Earl  of  Bridgewater, 
Earl  of  Sunderland, 
Earl  of  Clarendon, 
Earl  of  Eftex, 


Earl  of  Halifax, 

Vifcount  Fauconberg, 
Bifhop  of  London, 

Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  Chief  Juftice  North, 
Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 


THEIR 


OF  JAMAICA. 

THEIR  lordfhips  having  confidered  that  part  of  the  a 
letter  from  the  council  of  Jamaica,  dated  20th  May  laft,  that 
concerns  the  laws,  and  having  read  the  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants and  planters  of  Jamaica,  prefented  in  council  on  the 
as  alfo  a paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Blackwayt, 
concerning  the  manner  of  making  laws  in  Jamaica,  their 
lordfhips,  upon  full  confideration  and  debate  of  what  may  beft 
conduce  to  his  majefty’s  fervice,  agree,  that  the  prefent  method 
of  making  laws  in  Barbadoes , as  fettled  by  the  commiffion  of  Sir 
Richard  Dutton , be  propofed  unto  his  majefiy  in  council : and 
that  powers  be  drawn  up  for  the  Eatl  of  Carlifle,  with  in- 
ftrudtions  fuitable  to  that  fcheme,  and  with  refpedl:  to  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  Jamaica,  and  that  the  aftembly  may 
be  the  more  eafily  induced  to  grant  a revenue  for  the  fupport 
of  the  government,  their  lordfhips  are  of  opinion,  that  his 
majefty’s  quit-rents,  and  the  tax  on  the  wine-licences,  as 
well  as  all  other  levies  which  now  are  or  fhail  be  made,  be 
appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  the  government,  and  to  no 
other  ufe  whatfoever. 


NUMBER  XXXVIII. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Saturday  the 
30th  of  October,  1680, 


Prince  Rupert, 

Duke  of  Albermarle, 
Lord  Chamberlain, 
Earl  of  Bridgewater, 
Earl  of  Sunderland, 


Earl  of  Clarendon, 
Earl  of  EfTex, 

Vifcount  Fauconberg, 
Earl  of  Halifax, 

Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 


COLONEL  Long  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  Ja- 
maica attend,  and  are  acquainted  with  the  refolutions  of  the 
n committee 
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CHAT,  committee  to  report  to  his  majefty,  that  they  may  enjoy  the 
XIV.  fame  method  of  making  laws  as  is  now  appointed  for  Barba- 
L does ; with  which  the  gentlemen  exprefs  themfelves  very 

well  fatisfied. 

NUMBER  XXXIX. 

Copy  of powers  to  the  Earl  of  Carlife  for  jnaking  laws. 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king 
of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  See. 

To  our  right  trufty  and  right  well-beloved 
coufin  Charles  Earl  of  Carlifle,  our  captain- 
general  and  governor  in  chief  in  and  over 
our  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  other  the  territo- 
ries depending  thereon ; and  to  our  deputy- 
governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  our 
laid  Ifland ; and,  in  cafe  of  their  death  or  ab- 
fence,  to  our  council  of  Jamaica. 

WHEREAS,  by  our  royal  commiffion  bearing  date 
the  firft  of  March,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  our  reign,  we  hav- 
ing thought  fit  to  conftitute  and  appoint  you,  Charles  Earl 
of  Carlifle,  captain-general  and  governor  in  chief  in  and  over 
our  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  the  territories  depending  thereon, 
thereby  commanding  and  requiring  you,  or  in  your  abfence 
our  deputy-governor,  or  our  council,  to  do  and  execute  all 
things  belonging  to  the  faid  command,  and  the  truft  repofed 
in  you,  according  to  the  feveral  powers  or  diredlions  granted 
or  appointed  you  by  the  faid  commiffion  and  the  inftru&ions 
therewith  given  you,  or  by  further  powers  and  inftrudfions  to 
be  granted  or  appointed  you  under  our  fignet  and  fign  ma- 
nual, as  by  our  faid  commiffion  (reference  being  thereunto 
had)  doth  more  at  large  appear : and  whereas  it  is  neceflary 


OF  J A M A I C A. 

that  good  and  wholefome  laws  and  ordinances  be  fettled  and 
eftablifhed  for  the  government  and  fu  pport  of  our  illand  of 
Jamaica  : we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power 
and  authority,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid  coun- 
cil, from  time  to  time,  as  need  fhall  require,  to  fummon 
or  call  general  affemblies  of  the  freeholders  and  planters 
within  the  faid  ifland,  in  manner  and  form  as  is  now  prac- 
tifed  in  Jamaica.  And  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  the  per- 
fons  thereupon  duly  elected  by  the  major  part  of  the  freehold- 
ers of  the  refpedtive  parifhes  and  places,  and  fo  returned 
(having,  before  their  fitting,  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  fupremacy,  which  you  fhall  commiffionate  fit  perfons, 
under  the  public  feal  of  that  ifland,  to  adminifler,  and  with- 
out taking  which  none  fhall  be  capable  of  fitting,  though 
elected)  fhall  be  called  and  held  the  general  affemblyof  our 
ifland  of  Jamaica  ; and  that  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
fhall  have  full  power  and  authority,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
fent of  yourfelf  and  of  the  council,  to  make,  conftitute,  and 
ordain  laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  for  the  public  peace, 
welfare,  and  good  government  of  the  faid  ifland,  and  of  the 
people  and  inhabitants  thereof,  and  fuch  other  as  fhall  refort 
thereto,  and  for  the  benefit  of  our  heirs  and  fucceffors ; which 
laid  laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  are  to  be  (as  near  as  conve- 
niently may  be)  agreeable  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  our  king- 
dom of  England  : provided,  that  all  fuch  laws,  ftatutes,  and 
ordinances,  of  what  nature  or  duration  whatfoever,  be,  within 
three  months,  or  by  the  firft  conveyance  after  the  making 
the  fame,  tranfmitted  unto  us  under  the  public  feal,  for  our 
allowance  and  approbation  of  them,  as  alfo  duplicates  there- 
of by  the  next  conveyance  : and  in  cafe  all  or  any  of  them, 
(being  not  before  confirmed  by  us)  fhall  at  any  time  be  dif- 
allowed  and  not  approved,  and  fo  fignified  by  us,  our  heirs 
or  fucceffors,  under  our  or  their  fign  manual  or  fignet,  or  by 
order  of  our  or  their  privy- council,  unto  you,  the  faid  Earl 
of  Carlifle,  or  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  faid  ifland  for 
the  time  being,  then  fuch  or  fo  many  of  them  as  fhall  be  fo 
difallowed  and  not  approved  fhall  from  thenceforth  ceafe, 

determine, 
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CHAP,  determine,  and  be  utterly  void  and  of  none  effeft,  any  thing 
XIV.  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithftanding.  And,  to  the  end 
' nothing  may  be  pafled  or  done  in  our  laid  ifland  by  the  faid 
council  or  aflembly  to  the  prejudice  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fuc- 
cefTors,  we  will  and  ordain  that  you,  the  faid  Charles  Earl  of 
Carlifle,  {hall  have  and  enjoy  a negative  voice  in  the  making 
or  palling  of  all  laws,  {fatutes,  and  ordinances,  as  aforefaid; 
and  that  you  {hall  and  may  likewife,  from  time  to  time,  as 
you  {hall  judge  it  neceflary,  dilfolve  all  general  aflemblies,  as 
aforefaid;  any  thing  in  our  commiffion  bearing  date  as  afore- 
faid to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithftanding.  And  our  will 
and  pleafure  is,  that,  in  cafe  of  your  death  or  abfence  from 
our  faid  ifland,  our  deputy-governor  for  the  time  being  ex- 
ercife  and  enjoy  all  and  fingular  the  powers  and  authorities 
hereby  granted  unto  you,  or  intended  to  be  granted  you,  the 
faid  Charles  Earl  of  Carlifle  ; and  in  cafe  he  likewife  happen 
to  die,  or  be  abfent  from  our  faid  ifland,  we  do  hereby  au- 
thorize and  empower  our  council  of  Jamaica  to  execute  the 
powers  hereby  given  you,  until  we  fhall  declare  our  further 
pleafure  therein. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall , this  3 d day 
of  November , in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of 
our  reign. 


HISTORY  of  the  WEST  INDIES, 

&c. 


HORTUS  EASTENSIS : 

OR 

A CATALOGUE  of  EXOTIC  PLANTS, 
in  the  Garden  of  Hinton  East,  Efq;  in  the  Mountains  of 
Liguanea,  in  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica,  at  the  Time  of  his  deceafe. 
By  Arthur  Broughton,  M.  D. 

N,  B.  This  Garden  is  now  the  Property  of  the  Public- 
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1 his  plant  has  now  feveral  times  perfefted  its  feed,  from  which  it  appears  to  be  the  true  Guinea  or  Malagita 
Pepper  and  Grains  of  Paradife  of  the  Shops;  it  is  not  however  an  Amomum,  but  approaches  nearer  to  the 
Limodorum  than  any  other  known  Genus, 
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iViajeity  s csnip  riora,  one  or  l^ord  Kodney  s bqnadron,  in  June  1782,  and  fent  as  a Prize  to  this  Ifland. 
By  Captain  Marfhall,  with  Lord  Rodney’s  approbation,  the  whole  Cohesion  was  depofited  in  Mr.  Eaft’s 
Garden,  where  they  have  been  cultivated  with  great  affiduity  and  fuccefs. 
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Perianthium  pentaphyllum,  foliolis  oblongis  obtufis  concavisj  tribus  fuperioribus  reflexis,  duobus  infei  io- 
ribus  patentibus. 
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TRIGYNIA. 


Cal.  Pferianthiu-m  pentaphyllum  inferum,  foliolis  parvis  ovatis ere<5lis. 

Cor.  Petala  quinque,  laciniis  ovatis  vel  fubrotundis,  ereftis  inferis,  calyce  duplo  longioribus. 

St  am.  Filamenta  decern  ciica  Germen  compreflaj  ereJlaj  longitudine  Coroilce.  Antheras  parvas  fimpliccs. 


Silene  Anner ia  Lobel’s  Catchfly  England  H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773,. 
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Reseda  eJorata  Mignionette  jEgypt  M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1 773 
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Myrtus 


bis  Tree  was  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be  the  true  Mangoftein,  but  having  perfected  it’s  fruit,  on  comparifon  with 
the  defcription  given  of  the  true  Mangoftein,  we  judge  it  to  be  the  G.  cornea,  Male  and  Hermaphrodite 
flowers  are  found  on  the  fame  Tree. 
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Mespilvs  germanica  Dutch  Medlar  England  H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

Pyracantha  \ Evergreen  Thorn  Italy  H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

Pyrus  Malus  Apple  Tree  Britain 

cemmunis  Pear  Tree  England  M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Cydonia  Quince  Tree  Germany  M,  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 


Mesembryanthe ‘cryJlaUinum  Ice-Plant  Greece  H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

MUM 

SpiKiEA  XJlmaria  Meadow-Sweet  Britain  M.  Wallen.  Efq.  1772 
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Lavandula 


Two  of  thefe  Plants  were  prefen  ted  to  Doctor  Clarke  by  Monfieur  Neftoux,  from  the  King’s  Garden  at  Port 
au  Prince  ; they  appeared  in  a very  luxuriant  State  of  Growth  on  their  Arrival,  but  have  fince  died. 


Lavandula  Stains  French  Lavender  S.  of  Europe  H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

dentata  Tooth’d-leav’d  Lav.  S.  of  Europe  H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

multifu/a  Canary  Lavender  Canary  lllands  Dr.  Tlio.  Clarke,  1 784 

Sidcritis  candlcans  Iron-wort  Madeira  11.  Eaft,  Eiq. 
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Antirrhinum  mains  Snap-dragon  England  M.  Wallen,  Efq.  17 

afarina  Toad-flax  Italy  H.  Eaft,  Efq.  r 773 

Digitalis  pnrpm'ca  Purple  Fox-glove  Britain  H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

ambhua  Yellow  Fox-glove  Switzerland  H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 784 
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Cok.  Monopetala  quinquepartita  infera,  laciniis  ovatis  acutiscraffis  fubvillofis,  firiatis  patento-eredlis.  Nedla- 
rium  concavurn,  includens  Germen,  margine  decem-dentato. 

Stam.  Filamenta  decern  breviffima  vel  nulla.  Antherae  didymae  in  orbem  difpofitae  et  extus  Neftarii  dentibus 
coalite. 

Pist.  Germen  fubrotundum  quinque-fulcatum  hirfutum.  Stigmata  quinque  crafla  reflexa  fubcontorta,  ger- 
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POSTSCRIPT 

TO  THE 

HISTORICAL  SURVEY 

OF 

ST.  DOMINGO: 

Containing  a brief  Review  of  the  Tranfaclion  and  Con- 
dition of  the  Brit  if i Army  there , during  the  Years. 
1 7 9 5,  6,  7,  and  8,  until  the  final  Evacuation  of  the 

FOUR  years  have  elapfed  fince  I clofed  the  de- 
tails of  the  military  operations  of  the  Britilh 
army  in  St.  Domingo,  and  I grieve  to  fay,  that  what 
was  then  prophetic  apprehenfion,  is  now  become 
hiftorical  fadt.  This  once  opulent  and  beautiful 
colony,  the  boafl  of  France,  and  the  glory  of  the 
new  hemifphere,  is  expunged  from  the  chart  of  the 
civilized  world  ! The  profpedt  of  fuch  lamentable 
ruin  might  give  occafion  for  many  obfervations  and 
refledtions,  and  1 (ball  prefent  to  my  readers,  in  the 
following  very  imperfedt  fketch  (for  fuch  it  is  in 
every  fenfe)  a few  that  occur  to  me : more  than 
this  I dare  not  attempt.  Were  it  in  my  power  (as 
in  truth  it  is  not)  to  continue,  in  a regular  feries, 
the  hiftory  of  thofe  fad  events  which  have  led  to 
this  miferable  cataftrophe,  I fhould  indeed  decline 

a tafk 
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a talk  which  would  be  equally  difgufting  to  my 
readers,  and  painful  to  myfelf.  In  a climate  where 
every  gale  was  fraught  with  poifon,  and  in  a conteft 
with  uncounted  holds  of  barbarians,  what  could  the 
bell  efforts  of  our  gallant  countrymen  effedt  ? Their 
enemies  indeed  fled  before  them,  but  the  arrows  of 
peltilence  purfued  and  arrefted  the  vidtors,  in  their 
career  of  conqueft  ! Scenes  like  thefe,  while  they 
afford  but  fmall  caufe  of  gratulation  to  the  adlors 
themfelves,  furnifli  no  topicks  to  animate  the  page 
of  the  hiflorian;  who  would  have  little  elfe  to  dii- 
play  but  a repetition  of  the  fame  difafters — delufive 
promifes,  unrealized  hopes,  unavailing  exertions; 
producing  a complication  of  miferies,  difeafe,  dil- 
tradfion,  contagion,  and  death! 

At  the  fame  time  (although  I know  not  that  the 
reader  will  derive  any  great  degree  of  confolation 
from  the  circumftance)  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to 
obferve,  that,  during  the  difaftrous  period  of  which 
I treat,  I have  not  heard  that  any  mifcondudt  or 
negledt  was  ever  fairly  imputed  to  thofe  perfonswho 
had  the  diredtion  of  the  enterprize,  either  in  the 
public  departments  of  Great  Britain,  or  in  the 
fcene  of  adtion  itfelf.  The  names  of  Williamfon, 
Forbes,  Simcoe,  Whyte,  and  Maitland,  carry  with 
them  a demonstration  that  neither  courage,  nor 
energy,  nor  military  talents,  was  at  any  time  want- 
ing in  the  principal  department.  Reinforcements 
of  troops  too,  werefentby  the  Britifh  government 
with  a more  liberal  hand  than  in  former  years. 
Towards  the  latter  end  of  April  1795,  the  8 iff  and 
96th  regiments  (confiding  together  of  1,-00  men) 

arrived 
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arrived  from  Ireland  ; the  8 2d,  from  Gibraltar, 
landed  980  men  in  Augud  ; and  in  April  1796,  the 
66th  and  69th  regiments,  confiding  of  1,000  men 
each,  with  150  artillery,  arrived  from  the  fame 
place,  under  the  command  of  General  Bowyer;  fo 
that  the  whole  number  of  effedtive  men  which  had 
landed  in  St.  Domingo,  down  to  this  period  (in- 
cluding fome  fmall  detachments  fent  up  at  different 
times  from  Jamaica)  amounted  to  9,800.  In  June 
following,  four  regiments  of  infantry,  and  a part  of 
two  others*,  arrived  from  Cork,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Whyte.  Thele  were  foon  afterwards 
followed  by  feven  regiments  of  Britifh J-,  together 
with  three  regiments  of  foreign  cavalry  | ; betides 
two  companies  of  Britifh,  and  a detachment  of 
Dutch  artillery  ; making  in  the  whole  a further  re- 
inforcement of  about  7,900  §, 

But  what  avail  the  belt  concerted  fchemes  of  hu- 
man policy  againd  the  difpenfations  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence ? A great  part  of  thefe  gallant  troops,  mod 
of  them  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  were  conveyed, 
with  little  intermiffion,  from  the  drips  to  the  hofpi- 
tal ; from  the  hofpital  to  the  grave  ! Of  the  8 2d 
regiment,  no  lefs  than  630  became  victims  to  the 
climate,  within  the  flrort  fpace  of  ten  weeks  after 

their 

* The  17th,  3zd,  56th,  and  67th,  with  part  of  the  93d  and 
99th. 

f The  13th,  14th,  17th,  1 8th,  21ft,  26th,  and  29th. 

+ The  York,  Horn  pitch  and  Rouen  Hulfars. 

§ Out  of  this  number  are  however  to  be  deduced  the  32d 
infantry  and  the  26th  dragoons ; the  former  of  which  were  lent 
from  St.  Domingo  to  Bahama,  and  the  latter  to  the  Windward 
lilands. 
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their  landing.  In  one  of  its  companies,  no  more 
than  three  rank  and  file  were  fit  for  duty.  Hom- 
pefch’s  regiment  of  huffars  were  reduced,  in  little 
more  than  two  months,  from  1,000  to  300,  and  the 
g6th  regiment  perijhed  to  a man  ! By  the  30th  of 
September,  1796,  the  regifters  of  mortality  dif- 
played  a mournful  diminution  of  no  lefs  than  7,530 
of  the  Britifh  forces  only  5 and  towards  the  latter 
end  of  1797,  out  of  the  whole  number  of  troops, 
Britifh  and  foreign,  which  had  landed  and  were 
detained  in  this  devoted  country,  during  that  and 
the  two  preceding  years,  (certainly  not  far  fhort  of 
15,000  men)  I am  allured  that  not  more  than  3,000 
were  left  alive  and  in  a condition  for  lervice*. 

D uring  this  dreadful  facrifice  of  human  life,  the 
neceffary  operations  in  the  colony  were  productive 
of  fuch  an  expenditure  of  treature  to  the  Britifh 
government,  as  excited  the  utmoft  aftonifhment  in 
the  minds  of  the  king’s  minifters;  who  ought  how- 
ever to  have  forefeen,  that  the  coft  of  raifing,  feed- 
ing, arming,  clothing,  and  paying  colonial  regiments, 
both  black  and  white,  in  a country  where  every  arti- 
cle was  three  times  as  dear  as  in  Europe,  and  the  ex- 
pence of  fitting  out  armed  veflels  to  tranfport  troops 
and  (lores  from  one  part  of  the  colony  to  another 
part,  (both  of  them  meafures  of  abfolute  neceffity) 
mud  unavoidably  be  very  great-f.  The  charges  at- 
tending 

* The  lofs  of  feamen  in  the  Flips  employed  on  the  coaft 
are  not  included.  It  may  be  Fated  very  moderately  at  5,000 
men. 

+ The  colonial  troops,  black  and  white,  embodied  by  General 
Williamfon,  amounted  at  the  end  of  1795  to  8,170. 


4i? 


POSTSCRIPT  TO  THE  HISTORICAL 
tending  the  hofpital  fervice,  were  alone  found  to 
amount  to  ioj.  a day  for  each  invalid.  For  the 
payment  of  thefe,  and  other  fervices,  the  Governor 
was  authorized  to  draw  bills  of  exchange  on  the 
Britifh  treafury ; and  the  bills  thus  drawn,  to  the 
firfl:  of  May,  amounted  to^.4,383,596.  85.  2 d.  fter- 
ling. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  enormous  expence, 
both  of  blood  and  treafure,  the  profpeCt  of  fubdu- 
ing  the  whole  of  this  great  ifland,  and  annexing  it, 
in  a profitable  condition,  to  the  Britifh  dominion, 
was  more  diftant  than  ever.  The  weaknefs  and  di- 
minution of  our  troops,  infpired  the  enemy  with 
renewed  confidence.  They  were  not  unobfervant 
of  our  fituation,  and  took  advantage  of  it.  Thofe 
among  the  white  inhabitants  who  were  fecretly  dif- 
affeCted,  became  encouraged  and  confirmed  in  their 
hoftile  purpofcs,  and  were  eafily  prevailed  upon  to 
declare  openly  againft  a caufe,  which  they  plainly 
forefaw  muft,  in  a fhort  time,  work  its  own  de- 
ftruCtion. 

It  is  not  however  to  be  underftood  that  the  Britifh 
army  was  iuffered  to  remain,  during  this  time,  in 
defpondir.g  inactivity.  The  cafe  was  far  otherwife. 
Every  man  who  was  in  a condition  for  fervice,  had 
full  employment  atfigned  to  him,  and  undoubtedly 
very  vigorous  efforts  were  made  to  diftrefs  the  enemy, 
and  extend  our  footing  in  the  country,  until,  un- 
happily, every  fucceeding  exertion,  like  the  labours 
of  Syfiphus,  terminated  in  new  difappointment. 

At  one  period  very  fanguine  expectations  pre- 
vailed from  the  co-operation  and  fervices  of  the 
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colonial  corps,  which  General  Williamfon  had  caufed 
to  be  organized.  Their  knowledge  of  the  country, 
and  their  habitude  to  the  climate,  were  fuppofed 
to  render  them  a ufeful  and  formidable  body.  They 
had  been  formed  in  a great  degree  under  the  Baron 
de  Montalembert,  (an  officer  of  whole  military 
merit  it  is  not  eafy  to  fpeak  in  terms  too  favourable) 
and,  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the  Bad  regi- 
ment from  Gibraltar,  fuch  of  them  as  were  brought 
to  a fufficient  date  of  difcipline,  commenced  opera- 
tions, under  that  officer’s  command,  in  the  weftern 
province  : being  reinforced  by  the  Baron’s  own  regi- 
ment, and  a detachment  from  the  Britifln  Bad,  they 
proceeded  for  a time  very  fuccefsfully,  driving  the 
enemy  out  of  many  fortified  pods,  and  taking  podef- 
fion  of  a great  extent  of  country,  even  as  far  as  the 
Spanifli  frontiers.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  noble 
fpirit  of  emulation  which  animated  their  conduct. 
Unhappily,  the  want  of  a fufficient  number  of  men  to 
garrifon  the  pods  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned, 
rendered  all  their  fuccedes  ultimately  abortive. 
Their  progrefs,  therefore,  was  productive  of  no  lad- 
ing impreffion : it  was  like  that  of  a vedel  traverfing 
the  ocean  ; — the  waves  yielded  indeed  for  the  mo- 
ment, but  united  again  as  the  veffel  paded. 

In  the  meanwhile  a very  condderable  body  of 
the  revolted  negroes  {the  whole  of  whom  had  now 
feparated  themfelves  altogether  from  the  people 
of  colour)  continued  to  maintain  their  pofition  in 
a drong  pod,  on  the  heights  which  overlook 
Port  au  Prince  towards  the  fouth.  This  party  of 
brigands  were  commanded  by  a negro  named  Dudo- 
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nait,  who  had  contrived  to  cut  off  the  flreams  by 
which  the  town  was  ufually  fupplied  with  frefh 
water.  The  diftrefs  to  which  the  garrifon  was  re- 
duced by  this  meafure,  and  thedifgrace  of  fuffering 
the  intuits  of  fuch  an  enemy  to  remain  unpunifhed, 
induced  the  General,  in  the  month  of  December, 
to  make  formidable  preparations  for  attacking  Du- 
donait  in  his  camp;  when  an  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  occurred,  which,  as  it  difplays  the  ffate 
of  parties  among  the  revolters,  deferves  recital. 
On  the  firft  of  January  1796,  this  negro  chief  fent 
a flag  to  the  General,  fignifying  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  prefent  the  Britilh  with  a fupply  of 
water,  by  way  of  a new-year’s  gift ; and  accordingly 
the  fprings  were  cleared,  and  the  flreams  fuffered 
to  run  in  their  ufual  channel,  to  the  great  relief  of 
the  town  and  the  garrifon.  This  meafure,  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  was  followed  by  overtures  for 
a negociation ; and  Dudonait  loon  afterwards  tranf- 
mitted  the  heads  of  a treaty  in  writing,  offering 
therein  to  bring  the  chief  part  of  his  army  over  to 
the  Englifh,  on  certain  conditions ; one  of  which 
was,  that  the  Englifh  troops  fhould  co-operate  with 
their  new  negro  allies,  utterly  to  cut  off  and  extirpate 
the  people  of  colour  throughout  St.  Domingo. 

As  it  was  impofiible  that  General  Williamfon 
could  liften  to  propofitions  of  this  nature,  although 
he  had  noreafon  to  doubt  the  fincerity  of  Dudonait, 
the  preparations  for  driving  the  enemy  from  his 
polition  were  continued.  Light  artillery  was  pro- 
vided to  be  carried  up  the  mountains  on  mules. 
The  enterprize  however  was  attended  with  fo  many 
3 difficulties. 
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difficulties,  that  it  was  not  until  the  28th  of  Febru- 
ary the  attack  was  made  ; when  the  Britifh  had  the 
fatisfadlion,  in  the  courfe  of  a few  hours,  to  fee 
the  brigands,  who  had  fo  long  hemmed  in  and  in- 
fulted  them,  fly  from  their  chain  of  formidable 
polls  in  all  directions.  General  Bowyer  was  at  the 
head  of  the  column,  at  the  place  where  the  chief 
attack  was  made,  and  he  carried  the  lines  by 
ftorm*. 

Had  I the  means  of  re  founding  in  detail  the 
many  other  enterprizes,  in  the  profecution  of  which 
the  honour  of  the  Britifh  flag  was  ably  maintained 
and  fupported,  notwithflanding  the  cruel  ravages 
which  the  difeafes  of  the  climate  hourly  made  among 
the  troops,  the  recital  of  them  fhould  not  be  omit- 
ted.— I fhould  dwell  with  infinite  fatisfadlion  on 
the  merits  of  the  Generals  Churchill,  Bowyer,  Mon- 
taiembert;  the  Colonels  Spencer,  Stuart,  Deffource, 
and  other  officers  in  high  command.  It  is  univer- 
fally  acknowledged,  that  the  fervices  of  all  thefe 
gentlemen  that  I have  mentioned  were  eminently 
confpicuous;  and  I regret  that  my  information  is 
not  fufficiently  minute  and  particular,  to  enable  me 
to  beftow  that  diftindl  and  appropriate  tribute  of 
applaufe  on  the  conduct  of  each,  which  juftice  and 
gratitude  would  otherwife  demand.  This  general 
acknowledgment  therefore  is  all  that  I can  offer ; 
but  my  regret  is  heightened  by  the  mournfully  re- 

fleeting, 

* The  negro  commander,  Dudonait,  was  foon  afterwards  fur- 
prized  by  the  Mulatto  General  Rigaud,  who  had  heard  of  his 
negociation  with  the  Englifh,  and  ordered  him  to  immediate 
execution. 
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fleeting,  that  fuch  exertions  and  talents  were  em- 
ployed in  fo  unprofitable  a fervice ; a warfare  in 
which  all  human  efforts  were  unavailing,  and 
fuccefs  itfelf  unattended  with  lading  advantage  or 
renown. 

In  the  month  of  March  1796,  Sir  Adam  Wil- 
liamfon  embarked  for  Great  Britain,  having  refigned 
the  command  of  the  troops  to  General  Forbes,  who 
was  himfelf  fuperfeded  by  the  arrival  of  General 
Simcoe,  as  chief  governor,  in  March  1797.  One 
great  object  the  king’s  minifters  had  in  view,  by 
the  appointment  lad  mentioned,  was,  as  I have 
heard,  to  obtain  a full  and  accurate  reprefentation 
of  the  date  of  the  colony,  the  atual  fituation  of 
the  Britifh  army  there,  and  the  profpets  which  re- 
mained of  the  ultimate  fuccefs  to  the  enterprize. 
No  man  was  better  qualided  to  form  a corret, 
comprehenfive,  and  unbiaffed  opinion  on  thofe 
points,  than  General  Simcoe.  He  was  inflruted, 
withal,  to  carry  into  effet  a plan  of  reform  and  re- 
trenchment in  the  difpofal  and  application  of  the 
public  money.  Abufes  under  this  head  were  loudly, 
and  I believe  very  judly,  complained  of,  the  cor- 
rection of  which,  it  was  laid,  could  be  effected  only  by 
a proper  exertion  of  firmnefs,  energy,  and  decifion  in 
the  commander  in  chief;  qualities  which  eminently 
didinguifh  that  officer’s  character.  It  is  unpleafant 
to  relate,  but  it  is  too  notorious  to  be  denied,  that 
among  the  French  colonids,  our  allies,  many  of  the 
principal  men,  in  return  for  the  tender  of  their  fer- 
vices,  had  dipulated  for,  and  obtained  very  extra- 
ordinary falaries  and  appointments.  Some  of  thefe 
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gentlemen,  without  doubt,  had  acquired  a juft  claim 
to  liberal  remuneration ; but  there  were  others 
among  them,  who  fet,  I am  afraid,  a very  exag- 
gerated value  on  their  own  merits.  In  the  prelent 
forlorn  and  fad  condition  of  the  army,  however,  the 
meafure  of  retrenching expences  and  allowances,  of 
what  nature  foever,  proved  a painful  and  perilous 
undertaking.  The  whole  body  of  our  allies  were 
alarmed  and  difcontented  in  confequence  of  it.  Their 
efforts  became  every  where  palfied ; and  it  is  al- 
ledged,  that  forne  important  pofts  were  furrendered 
to  the  enemy,  without  an  effort  being  made  to  lave 
them.  It  is  certain  that  officers  of  high  rank  rea- 
ligned their  commiffions  and  quitted  the  country. 
Thus,  whilft  difeafe  was  rapidly  thinning  the  ranks, 
difguft  and  difaffedtion  Ipread  with  equal  rapidity 
among  the  iurvivors.  The  profpedt,  on  every 
fide,  was  gloomy  ; and  the  mournful  exclamation, 
tout  eft  perdu , refounded  equally  from  difappointed 
felulhnefs,  and  defponding  loyalty. 

General  Simcoe,  by  the  moderation  and  firm- 
nefs  of  his  condudt,  fucceeded  in  reftoring  order 
and  lubordination  ; and,  in  fome  degree,  in  reviving 
confidence;  but  the  ftate  of  affairs  was  irretrievably 
defperate,  and  the  General  probably  thought,  that 
the  greateft  fervicehe  could  render  his  country,  was 
to  return  to  Great  Britain,  fully  and  faithfully  to 
reprefent  in  perfen  to  the  king’s  minifters,  the  refult 
of  his  experience  and  obfervations.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  (as  it  is  fuppofedj  he  embarked  for  Europe 
m July. 

What  report  the  General  made,  on  Ins  arrival 
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in  London,  to  the  Britifh  adminiftration,  is  not! 
known  to  me  but  by  conjecture.  It  is  certain  that 
government  foon  afterwards  came  to  the  determina- 
tion of  reducing  the  number  of  Britifn  pofts  in  St. 
Domingo,  (by  ordering  the  mod  diftant  and  lefs 
important  ones  to  be  abandoned)  and  of  concen- 
trating and  directing  all  our  force  to  the  maintenance 
of  certain  places  only,  the  permanent  poffeffion  of 
which  might  afford  fecurity  to  our  navigation  and 
commerce,  and  deter  the  enemy  from  attempting 
predatory  excurfions  again  ft  the  Britifh  fettlements 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

This  determination  appears  to  me  to  have  been 
fuggefted  by  wilciom,  or  rather  it  was  founded  on 
neceffity  ; and  in  order  to  carry  it  into  full  effect, 
fuitable  inftruCtions  were  prepared  for  General 
Nefbit,  who  was  appointed  fuccefl'or  to  General 
Simcoe  in  December  1797. 

The  command  of  the  troops  in  the  meanwhile 
had  devolved  on  General  Whyte,  an  officer  of  great 
experience,  local  knowledge,  and  approved  bravery  -f 
but  neither  experience  nor  courage  in  the  com- 
mander, could  enable  the  army  to  do  more  than  to 
maintain  itfelf  within  the  garrilon.  The  war  was 
no  longer  a war  of  conqueft,  but  of  felf-preferva- 
non.  The  rebel  negroes  were  at  the  gates,  and 
no  alternative  remained  but  to  ftand  on  the  de- 
fenfive,  until  General  Nefbit’s  arrival. 

Respecting  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
interior  ftate  of  the  colony,  at  the  period  of  General 
Simcoe’s  departure,  it  was  known  that  the  men  in 
arms  were  become  divided  into  two  principal 
6 • factions. 
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factions,  under  different  leaders.  The  republican 
troops  which  had  been  fent  at  different  times  from 
France,  having  been  reduced  by  ficknefsand  famine 
to  about  700,  had  made  a fort  of  junction  with 
the  revolted  negroes  of  the  northern  province ; re- 
ferving  to  themfelves  only  the  privilege  of  forming 
a diftindt  regiment,  and  of  being  commanded  by 
white  officers ; but  the  General  or  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  whole  of  this  northern  army,  white  and 
black,  was  a nemo  named  Touffaint  L’Ouverture. 
This  man,  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolt  in 
1791,  was  a Have  to  Monfieur  Nee,  a confiderable 
planter  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Francois, 
now  refiding  in  London.  Flaving  taken  an  abtive 
part  in  the  rebellion,  Touffaint  had  acquired,  in  a 
fhort  time,  great  weight  among  the  negroes,  and  at 
length  obtained  f'uch  an  afcendancy  among  his  ad- 
herents, as  invefted  him  with  abfolute  and  undif- 
puted  authority  over  them.  F5is  attachment  however 
to  the  French  government  was  thought  extremely 
doubtful ; and  in  truth  he  feemed  to  have  no  other 
immediate  objetft  in  view,  than  that  of  confolidating 
his  own  power,  and  fecuring  the  freedom  of  his 
fellow  negroes.  His  black  army  in  1797  was  eft  i- 
mated  at  18,000  infantry,  and  a troop  of  horfe  of 
about  1,000. 

The  other  principal  body  was  compofed  chiefly 
of  Mulattoes,  collected  from  different  parts  of  the 
colony,  and  negro  flaves  whom  they  had  compelled 
to  join  them.  The  Mulattoes,  fpurning  the  idea 
of  ferving  under  a negro  General,  had  reforted  to 
the  fouthern  province,  and  enrolled  themfelves, 
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with  their  brethren  of  colour  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  under  Andrew  Rigaud,  a General  of  their 
own  call,  of  whom  mention  has  already  been  made. 
His  army,  (comprehending  alfo  fuch  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  white  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  and 
weftern  provinces,  as  found  it  neccffary,  either  for 
their  daily  fupport,  or  perfonal  protection,  to  enlift 
under  his  banner)  was  faid  to  amount  to  about 
1 2,000  and  they  declared  themfelves  in  the  intered 
of  the  republican  government  edablifhed  under 
ihe  French  Directory. 

Between  thefe  two  bodies,  however,  as  the 
reader  mud  have  perceived,  there  exided  the 
mod  inveterate  and  rancorous  animohty,  which 
had  already  manifeded  itfelf  in  many  conflicts ; and 
nothing  but  the  prefence  of  an  invading  enemy  in 
the  country  redrained  it,  in  any  degree,  from  pro- 
ceeding to  that  extremity  of  civil  conted— a war  of 
utter  extermination — in  which  mercy  is  neither  to 
be  given  nor  accepted.  On  the  departure  of  the 
Englifh,  Toulfaint  made  a public  declaration,  fig- 
nifyins  that  it  was  his  intention  not  to  leave  a Mu- 
latto  man  alive  in  the  country  ; and,  with  refpecd 
to  fuch  of  thefe  unhappy  people  as  have  fince  fallen 
into  his  hands,  I am  allured  that  he  has  kept  his 
word;  not  an  individual  of  them  has  been  fpared. 

But  although  thefe  great  factions  were  the  two 
moll  confiderable,  they  were  not  the  only  bodies  of 
armed  men  that  aflociated  in  this  unfortunate  coun- 
try, and  acded  without  any  co-operation  with  each 
other.  Separate  hordes,  compofed  of  revolted  Haves, 
and  ruffians  of  every  defcription,  appeared  in  different 
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parts  (chiefly  in  the  northern  and  weftern  provinces) 
fupporting  themfelves  by  depredation  and  plunder. 
Againfl:  the  cruelties  and  enormities  committed  by 
thefe  parties,  the  few  remaining  whites  had  no 
means  of  fafety,  but  by  purchafing  the  protection 
of  Touflaint  : and  thus  an  extraordinary  revolution 
had  taken  place ; — the  very  chief  whofe  original  in- 
tent was  the  total  extirpation  of  the  whites,  had 
checked  his  career  of  mafiacre,  and  was  now  become 
their  defender  and  protestor.  In  the  fouthern  pro- 
vince were  parties  of  brigands  of  a fimilar  defcription, 
fome  of  which  made  piratical  excurfions  at  fea  in 
canoes,  and  captured  many  fmall  veflels,  both 
American  and  Englifh,  which  were  found  near  the 
coaft.  On  thefe  occafions,  the  lavages  put  all  the 
white  feamen  to  inftant  death ; but  where  any 
women  were  unhappily  found  on  board,  thefe  they 
carried  away  with  them  in  a ftate  of  captivity,  for 
purpofes  which  perhaps  made  them  envy  the  more 
immediate  fate  of  the  murdered  feamen.  It  muft 
not  be  omitted,  however,  that  Rigaud  publifhed  an 
indignant  proclamation  againfl  thefe  pirates,  and 
hanged  up  all  fuch  of  them  as  were  apprehended 
under  it. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  St.  Domingo, 
during  the  latter  part  of  1795,  and  the  whole  of 
the  years  1796  and  1797,  until  the  mortality  among 
the  Britifh  forces  was  fo  great,  as  in  truth  to  leave 
no  alternative  to  the  fad  furvivors,  but  to  retire  from 
a conteft,  in  which  vidlory  itfelf  was  clifappoint- 
ment.and  defeat  ! 

On  the  22d  of  April  1798,  therefore,  Brigadier 
Maitland,  (who  in  confequence  of  General  Whyte’s 
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return  to  Europe,  and  the  death  of  General  Nefbit 
in  his  voyage  outwards,  had  lucceeded  to  the  chief 
command)  came  to  the  refolution  of  evacuating  the 
towns  of  Port  au  Prince  and  St.  Marc,  with  their  re- 
fpedive  dependencies,  together  with  the  parith  of 
Arcahaye;  a meafure  which,  by  ajudicious  negocia- 
tion  with Toufiaint,,  he  happily  effected  without  lofs, 
and  withdrew  with  the  troops  to  Mole  St.  Nicholas. 

The  whole  number  of  white  troops,  Englifh  and 
foreign,  at  this  period  in  the  Britifh  fervice,  under 
General  Maitland's  command,  did  not  exceed  2,500, 
including  even  the  lick  and  convalefcent.  Of  the 
Britifh,  not  more  than  1,100  were  left  alive.  Part 
of  thefe  held  pofletfion  ot  Grand  Ance  under  Bri- 
gadier General  Spencer,  the  remainder  embarked 
with  General  Maitland  for  the  Mole. 

The  great  importance  of  the  pod  at  Mole  St. 
Nicholas,  to  which  our  troops  now  retreated,  has 
been  pointed  out  on  a former  occafion  but  it  was 
alfo  remarked  that  the  fortifications  there,  however 
defenfive  they  might  prove  in  the  cafe  of  a maritime 
attack,  (for  which  alone  they  were  condrudted) 
could  not  eafily  be  maintained  againft  an  attempt 
on  the  fide  of  the  land,  being  completely  com- 
manded by  the  hills  adjacent.  This  circumflance 
could  not  pofiibly  have  efcaped  General  Maitland’s 
notice ; for  the  fame  obfervation  occurred  to  my- 
felf,  and  mud  have  occurred  to  every  other  man 
who  has  vifited  the  place.  Very  ferious  apprehen- 
fions  mud  therefore  have  been  felt,  that  the  Britifh 

forces 


* Hiftorical  Survey  of  St.  Domingo,  p.  140. 
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forces  would,  at  nodiftant  period,  be  compelled  to 
abandon  this  poll,  as  they  had  abandoned  the 
others. 

It  is  probable,  that  confiderations  of  this  nature 
induced  General  Maitland  to  form  the  defign  of 
repoffeffing  the  no  lefs  important  poll  of  Cape  Ti- 
buron ; which,  as  the  reader  has  already  been  told, 
was  taken  from  the  Britifh  by  a force  under  Rigaud, 
on  the  25th  of  December  1794.  It  was  thought 
that,  with  the  neighbouring  port  of  Jeremie,  and 
the  bay  of  Irois,  already  in  our  poffeffion,  the  capture 
of  Tiburon  would  not  only  command  the  diftrift  of 
•Grand  Ance,  and  fecure  the  navigation  of  the  wind- 
ward paffage,  equally  with  the  Mole  St.  Nicholas, 
but  afford  alfo,  in  a very  confiderable  degree,  pro- 
tection to  Jamaica,  in  cafe  the  enemy  fhould  medi- 
tate attempts  on  the  coafts  of  that  ifland.  At  the 
fame  time,  it  was  not  intended,  I prefume,  to  eva- 
cuate the  Mole,  but  under  circumftanc.es  of  imperi- 
ous neceffity. 

In  the  beginning  of  June  1798,  fuch  of  the 
troops  as  could  be  fpared  for  the  intended  expedi- 
tion againft  Tiburon,  affembled  in  the  bay  of  Irois. 
The  fir  ft  brigade  was  commanded  by  Colonels  Spen- 
cer and  Grant,  and  the  feconcl  by  Colonel  Stuart ; 
a third  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Deffource,  confifting  of  colonial  troops,  moved  for- 
wards by  land  on  the  nth  ; the  other  brigades 
embarked,  at  the  fame  time,  in  the  fquadron  ap- 
pointed to  co-operate  with  them,  confifting  of  the 
York,  Adventure,  Tourterelle,  Rafter,  and  Drake, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Ferrier. 

E e 4 


So 


4J+ 


POSTSCRIPT  TO  THE  HISTORICAL 

So  far  the  whole  bufinefs  feems  to  have  been 
judiciouflv  conducted,  and  to  have  promifed  a fuc- 
cefsful  termination ; but  the  iflues  of  war  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  Almighty.  Owing  to  the  pre- 
valence of  ftrong  fouth-eafterly  winds,  it  was  found 
knpoflible,  after  many  unavailing  attempts  for  that 
purpofe,  to  effeft  a landing  of  the  troops;  and  the 
General,  not  from  the  refiftance  of  the  enemy,  but 
from  the  rage  of  the  elements,  was  ultimately 
obliged  to  relinquilh  the  attack,  and  return  with 
the  troops  to  Mole  St.  Nicholas. 

The  failure  of  this  attempt  on  Tiburon,  was 
foon  afterwards  followed  by  a def  gn  of  the  enemy 
on  the  Mole  itfelf.  Towards  the  fummit  of  one  of 
the  hills  commanding  the  fort,  the  Britilh  had  efta- 
bhlhed  a poft  of  60  men,  chiefly  colonial  troops. 
On  the  2 1 ft  of  July  this  poft  was  attacked  by  a 
horde  of  brigands,  and  (to  the  great  aftonilhment 
of  the  garrifon  below)  was  carried,  without  much 
refiftance,  the  major  part  of  the  detachment  fta- 
tioned  there  having  deferted  to  the  enemy.  The 
few  Britifh  among  them,  however,  by  keeping  up 
a well-directed  retreating  fire,  reached  the  garrifon 
in  fafety. 

But  the  triumph  of  the  brigands  on  this  occa- 
fjon  was  of  fhort  duration ; for  the  mortars  of  the 
garrifon  having  been  brought  to  play  againft  the 
i'pot,  the  enemy  was  foon  driven  from  the  poft,  and 
a detachment  of  Britifh,  under  Colonel  Stewart* 
again  took  poflefiion  of  it. 

A more  daring  attempt  however  was  made,  about 
the  fame  time,  at  another  poft  called  the  Gorge , 

where 
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where  the  brigands  appeared  in  great  force ; and 
although  by  the  gallantry  and  good  condudt  of  the 
troops  lent  againftthem,  they  were  finally  repulfed, 
their  defeat  was  not  effedted  without  an  obftinate 
refiftance  on  their  part,  and  confiderable  lofs  on 
ours. 

It  was  now  evident  to  every  man,  that,  unlefs 
pofleffion  could  be  obtained  of  the  furrounding 
hills,  and  a chain  of  ftrorag  pofts,  with  lines  of  great 
extent,  eftablilhed  on  their  fummits,  it  was  not 
within  the  reach  of  human  thill,  or  human  courage, 
to  preferve  the  garrifon  itfelf  from  deftrudtion,  in 
the  event  of  a (till  more  formidable  attack  from  the 
enemy,  of  which  the  garrifon  was  in  hourly  expecta- 
tion. 

For  the  eredtion  of  fuch  works  and  defences, 
Qeneral  Maitland,  whatever  might  have  been  his 
withes,  certainly  did  not  poflefs  theneceflary  means; 
neither  had  he  troops  enough  to  man  them,  even 
if  the  means  had  been  within  his  reach. 

It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  no  fort  of  alternative 
remained  to  General  Maitland  on  this  occafion, 
but  to  confider  of  a fpeedy  and  fecure  retreat  for 
the  wreck  of  his  worn-out  veterans,  and  to  aban- 
don for  ever  a country  which,  after  five  bloody  years 
of  hopelefs  warfare  within  its  borders,  has  furnifhed 
its  invaders  with  juft  fpace  enough,  and  no  more, 
for  the  graves  of  about  20,000  brave  foldiers  and 
feamen  ; facrificed  to  the  vain  projedt  of  feizing  on 
a territory,  which,  after  obtaining  it,  we  mult  have 
newly  peopled,  to  render  it  productive  ! 

Such  a retreat  General  Maitland,  in  the  month 

of 
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of  October  1798,  happily  effected  *.  Of  the  means 
by  which  it  was  accomplifhed,  and  the  arrange- 
ments which  it  is  believed  were  made,  about  the 
lame  time,  with  the  negro  chief  Touffaint,  for  the 
future  fafety  of  the  Britilh  trade,  and  the  fecurity 
of  the  Britilh  pofleflions  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
I can  give  no  certain  information  to  my  readers. 
On  thofe  points  the  king’s  minifters  have  hitherto 
withheld  all  manner  of  communication.  Enough 
is  known  however,  (and  more  than  enough)  to  de- 
monflrate  to  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  the 
final  evacuation  of  moll  parts  of  St.  Domingo,  was 
not  a matter  of  mere  prudence  and  cfifcretion,  but 
of  abfolute  and  uncontroulable  necelfity.  To  have 
attempted  the  further  profecution  of  offenfive  war 
jn  this  devoted  country,  (after  luch  experience  as 
five  years  had  already  furnilhed)  would  have  argued, 

not 

* The  troops  at  the  Mole  and  thofe  at  the  Grand  Ance  un- 
der Colonel  Spencer,  were  removed  to  Jamaica.  They  did  not 
amount  altogether  to  one  thoufand.  The  negro  regiments  em- 
bodied by  General  Williamfon  were  difbanded,  and  the  men 
left  to  difpofe  of  themfelves  as  they  thought  proper.  This 
meaftire  was,  I believe,  unavoidable;  neverthelefs,  it  was  a mor- 
tifying circum (lance  to  behold  this  fine  body  of  men  turned 
adrift,  and  compelled  by  necelfity  to  join  the  enemy.  They 
were  purchafed  originally  at  a prodigious  expence ; had  been 
trained  up  to  arms  with  furprifing  fuccefs  ; were  proud  of  their 
character  as  foldiers;  and,  without  doubt,  w hen  kept  in  conflant 
employment,  were  troops  the  bed  fuited  of  any  in  the  world 
for  the  country  and  climate.  Whether  any  great  dependauce 
might  be  placed  on  the  proper  fnbordination  and  loyalty  of  fuch 
a body  of  men  in  time  of  peace,  or  on  their  fidelity  in  time  of 
war,  with  people  of  their  own  cad,  (and  in  cafes  where  no  white 
troops  could  be  brought  to  co-operate  with  them)  I will  not 
venture  to  decide. 
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not  merely  an  unwarrantable  excels  of  miftaken 
zeal  in  the  minds  of  its  conductors,  but  the  pitiable 
and  impotent  rage  of  incurable  infanity  ! 

And  thus  terminated  this  molt  difaltrous  en- 
terprize  againftSt.  Domingo.  Neverthelefs,  dread- 
ful as  the  confequences  of  it  have  proved,  I am 
perfuaded  that  no  human  being  was  ever  actu- 
ated, on  any  occafion,  by  motives  more  pure  and 
patriotic,  than  was  General  Williamfon  on  this. 
Certainly  it  was  on  his  recommendation  and  advice 
that  the  project  was  originally  adopted  by  govern- 
ment; and  if,  in  this  cafe,  he  erred  in  his  judgment, 
concerning  perfons  and  circumftances,  even  his 
errors  proceeded  from  his  virtues.  Unfufpicious 
in  his  nature,  and  incapable  of  deception  himfelf, 
he  miltrufted  not  the  fraudulent  views  and  arrogant 
pretentions  of  others.  Here  indeed  he  failed.  It 
was  his  misfortune  to  place  too  great  reliance  on  the 
venal  and  unfounded  aiTurances  of  a few  adventurers 
from  St.  Domingo;  men  who  had  neither  property 
nor  conlidcration  in  that  itland,  nor  any  fort  of 
authority  from  the  relident  planters,  to  invite  a 
Britilh  invafion.  It  was  this  ill-placed  confidence 
that  induced  General  Williamfon  to  recommend  the 
meafure  to  the  king’s  minifters;  and  afterwards,  on 
receiving  their  fanbtion,  to  undertake  the  conduct 
of  it  himfelf,  with  means  fo  infinitely  difpropor- 
tioned  to  the  end,  that  difappointment  and  dif- 
comfiture  were  its  neceflary  and  natural  confe- 
quences 1 Let  me  add,  at  the  fame  time,  that  in- 
ftead  of  procuring  any  pecuniary  advantage  to  him- 
felf, General  Williamfon  injured  his  private  fortune, 

in 
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in  the  profecution  of  this  very  fervice.  His  health 
was  the  facrifice,  and  poverty  his  reward  ! 

The  hiftory  ot  this  unfortunate  experiment  will 
hereafter,  it  is  hoped,  furnifh  a profitable  leflon  to 
men  in  power.  They  may  learn  from  it  the  extreme 
danger  of  giving  a willing  ear,  in  time  of  war,  to  the 
reprefentations  of  defigning  foreigners,  concerning 
the  difpofition  and  principles  of  the  great  body  of 
their  countrymen ; and  the  ftate  of  the  country  from 
which  (whether  unjuftly  or  not  is  nothing  to  the  pur- 
pole)  they  have  probably  been  driven.  To  expedt 
a fair  and  impartial  report  from  fuch  men,  in  fuch 
a cafe,  were  to  fuppofe  that  the  human  mind  has 
changed  its  character.  This  unhappy  credulity  has 
been  a diftinguifhed  feature  in  the  condudt  of  the 
preient  war,  and  the  cafe  of  St.  Domingo  affords 
a melancholy  proof  of  its  effeds. 

The  account  which  I have  given  will  likewise 
furnifh  additional  confirmation  to  the  cafes  already 
recorded  in  hiftory,  demonftrating  the  fatal  folly  of 
profecuting  aggreftive  war,  for  the  acquifition  of 
territory,  in  the  climate  of  the  Weft  Indies.  The 
dreadful  expence  of  human  life  in  fuch  enterprizes, 
is  beyond  all  the  compenfation  that  the  moft  iplen- 
. did  vidory  can  afford  : The  hand  of  Omnipotence 
is  uplifted  againft  the  meafure,  and  no  one  nation 
on  earth  has  ever  made  the  attempt,  without  having 
had  occafion  afterwards  to  lament  its  commence- 
ynent,  and  to  deplore  its  confequences  f ! 

Such 

* “ In  tliefe  adventures,  obferves  Mr.  Burke,  it  is  not  an 
enemy  we  have  to  vanquish,  but  a cemetery  to  acquire.  In 

carrying 
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Such  are  the  reflexions  and  obfervations  which 
have  occurred  to  me  on  this  painful  topick.  With 
a few  remarks  of  a lefs  general,  but,  perhaps,  of  no 
lefs  interefting  a nature,  I fhall  quit  the  fubjeX. 

So  long  as  the  two  great  parties  which  now  exifl 
in  St.  Domingo,  fhall  continue  the  profecution  of 
civil  warfare  againfl;  each  other,  there  is  not,  I fup 
pofe,  much  danger  to  be  apprehended  that  either  of 
them  will  have  leilure  to  make  many  depredations 
on  the  Britifh  {hipping  trading  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  or  any  very  ferious  attempts  on  the  coafts 
of  the  neighbouring  iflands.  This  ftate  of  things 
cannot,  however,  be  of  extenfive  duration.  The 

war 

carrying  on  war  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  hoftile  fword  is  merci- 
ful : the  country  itfelf  is  the  dreadful  enemy  -there  the  Euro- 
pean conqueror  finds  a cruel  defeat  in  the  very  fruits  of  his  fuc- 
cefs.  Every  advantage  is  but  a new  demand  for  recruits  to  the 
Weft  Indian  grave.”  Let  us  hear  alfo  on  this  fubjedt  the  poet 
of  the  Seafons  : 

“ Then  toafieful forth 
Walks  the  dire  power  of  peftilent  difeafc  ; 

Sick  nature  blafiing  ; and  to  heartlefs  woe 

And  feeble  deflation , cafling  down 

The  towering  hopes , and  all  the  pride  of  man  ! 

Such  as  of  late  at  C,arfhagena  quenched 
The  Britifi  fire. — - 

Gallant  Vernon  freu 

The  miferahle  J'cene , 

Heard  nightly  plunf  d amid  the  fallen  waves 

The  frequent  corf  !"  Thomson. 

This  miferable  fcene,  however,  has  been  frequently  repeated 
fince  the  fiege  of  Carthagena.  It  was  exhibited  at  the  Havati- 
nah  in  1762  ; at  the  river  St.  Juan  ; and  lately  in  the  Wind- 
ward lllands ; but  no  where  I believe  with  greater  force  and  effect 
than  in  St.  Domingo. 
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war  is  of  too  violent  a nature  to  laft:  many  years  ; 
and  it  is  probable  the  firfl  general  conflict  will  de- 
cide the  fate  of  one  of  the  two  contending  factions. 

By  the  laft  accounts,  Touflaint  appears  to  have 
at  prefent  the  fuperiority.  His  army  is  undoubt- 
edly more  numerous  than  that  of  Rigaud ; but  I 
fufpedt  it  is  worfe  appointed  and  provided.  The 
Mulattoes  too  have  infinitely  the  advantage  of  the 
blacks  in  point  of  general  knowledge  and  military 
difcipline.  Rigaud  himfelf  is  a man  of  fagacity 
and  experience;  but  above  all,  there  is  this  circum- 
llance  attending  the  Mulattoes,  (which  I think 
mull  ultimately  turn  the  fcale  in  their  favour)  that 
they  have  no  poflibility  of  retreat,  and  are  well  allured 
they  muff  either  iubdue  their  enemies,  or  perijh 
themfelves  to  a man . My  opinion  therefore  is,  that 
the  Mulattoes  will  finally  become  maftersof  all  the 
lea  coaft,  and  the  cultivatable  parts  of  the  country  ; 
and  the  fugitive  negroes  feek  a refuge  in  the  moun- 
tainous and  interior  diftricts.  If  fuch  fhall  be  the 
termination  of  the  prefent  civil  conteft  in  St.  Do- 
mingo, the  ifland  of  Jamaica  mull  have  a vigilant 
eye  to  its  own  fafety.  Its  trade,  both  outwards  and 
homewards,  will  be  expofed  to  capture ; and  fuch 
devaflation  may  be  fpread  over  the  windward  pa- 
lilhesby  hordes  of  banditti,  coming  thither  in  open 
canoes  from  the  fouthern  parts  of  St.  Domingo,  as 
may  dellroy  the  labour  of  years,  before  the  fquadron 
at  Port  Royal  can  give  the  Imallell  affiftance  to  the 
inhabitants.  Of  this  impending  danger  to  Jamaica, 
the  Britifh  government  is  without  doubt  fufficiently 
apprized,  and  I believe  that  meafures  are  in  contem- 
plation 


SURVEY  OF  ST.  DOMINGO. 


plation  how  bed  to  avert  the  threatened  evil.  I will 
venture  however  to  pronounce,  from  circumftances 
within  my  own  knowledge,  that  nothing  can  afford 
folid  and  permanent  fecurity  to  Jamaica,  but  tran- 
quillity at  home.  Let  peace  be  re-edablifhed  be- 
tween England  and  France,  and  all  apprehensions 
from  St.  Domingo  will  vanifh.  The  Mulattoes 
having,  after  a long  and  bloody  draggle,  edabiidied 
their  claim  to  all  the  rights  of  French  citizens,  have 
now  nothing  to  defire  but  to  be  confidered  and  ac- 
knowledged as  faithful  fubjecfls  of  France : and  if 
the  French  government,  whatever  form  it  may 
hereafter  aflume,  entertains  the  mod  didant  hope 
of  redoring,  in  any  degree,  order  and  fubordination 
in  the  country,  and  of  deriving  any  advantage  from 
it  as  a colony,  it  will  receive  them  as  fuch,  and 
avail  i'tfelf  of  their  fervices  in  fuppreffing  the  re- 
mains of  revolt  and  rebellion  throughout  the  ifland. 
Peace,  therefore,  between  England  and  France,  will 
convert  the  Mulattoes  of  St.  Domingo  from  for- 
midable enemies,  into  harmlefs  and  inoffenfive  neigh- 
bours to  the  Britifh  Wed  Indies ; for  it  will  noS 
then  be  any  longer  the  bufinefs  of  our  fleets  and 
armies  to  heighten  and  extend  the  miferies  of  war 
on  this  theatre  of  bloodfhed,  and  thus  invite  retal- 
liation  on  our  own  pofieflions.  ]f  indeed  Great 
Britain  judges  rightly,  (he  will  conflderthe  redoration 
of  order  in  St.  Domingo,  as  the  only  certain  pledge 
of  future  fecurity  to  her  Wed  Indian  colonies. 
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WAR  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES, 

FROM  ITS  COMMENCEMENT  IN  FEBRUARY  1793. 
CHAPTER  I. 

Preliminary  Obfervations. — Commencement  of  the  War. 

— Capture  of  Tobago. — -Fruit lefs  Attempt  againft 
Martinico. — Determination  of  the  Britifh  Minifry 
thereon , and  confequent  Preparations  for  a large  Ar- 
mament to  be fent  to  the  Wef  Indies. — Sir  Charles 
Grey  appointed  to  the  Command  of  the  hand  Forces, 
and  Sir  John  Jervis  to  the  Command  of  the  Fleet. 

— New  Arrangement. 

Whoever  has  made  himfelf  acquainted  with  the  c h a p. 
hiftory  of  the  Weft  Indian  Iflands,  cannot  fail  to  have  1. 
obferved  that,  whenever  the  nations  of  Europe  are 

r Preliminary 

engaged,  from  whatever  caufe,  in  war  with  each  °bferva- 
other,  thofe  unhappy  countries  are  conftantly  made 
the  theatre  of  its  operations.  Thither  the  combat- 
ants repair,  as  to  the  arena,  to  decide  their  differences ; 
and  the  miferable  planters,  who  are  never  the  caufe, 
are  always  the  victims  of  the  conteft  ! 

When,  at  the  pacification  of  1763,  the  claims  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  to  the  neutral  Iflands  of  St. 

Lucia,  Tobago,  St.  Vincent,  and  Dominica,  were 
Vol.  III.  F f adjufted 
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chap,  adjufted  by  a divifton  of  the  fpoil,  many  circum- 
l’  fiances  concurred  to  induce  a hope,  that  the  contend- 
Preliminary  ing  parties  would  remain  fatisfied  with  their  booty, 
^Qn"vl  and  not  haftily  involve  the  world  again  in  devaluation 
and  bloodfhed.  One  of  the  caules  of  former  con- 
tells  between  France  and  England  (the  claim  to  thole 
iflands)  having  been  removed,,  there  was  certainly 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  remembrance  of  recent 
calamities,  the  preffure  of  poverty,  and  the  various 
other  diftreffes  which  the  war  had  brought  on  all  the 
belligerent  powers,  were  circumflances  highly  favour- 
able to  a continuance  of  the  peace.  The  fhort  ex- 
perience of  ten  years  proved  the  fallacy  of  this  ex- 
pectation. The  martial  fpirit  of  Great  Britain 
fickened  for  employment;  and  pretences  being  want- 
ing for  diredting  it  towards  her  ancient  enemies,  it* 
was  turned,  in  an  evil  hour,  againfl  her  own  fubjedls 
in  North  America.  Wife  men  forcfaw  and  predicted, 
that  the  reftlefs  and  intriguing  genius  of  France  would 
not  allow  that  kingdom  to  continue  an  indifferent 
fpedfator  of  fuch  a contefl.  Accordingly,  in  the  year 
1778,  ihe  rufhed  into  another  war  with  England, 
without  even  affecting  to  have  fuftained  the  fhadow 
of  provocation  ; and  the  confequence  of  her  injuftice, 
and  our  infanity,  was  the  lofs  not  only  of  thofe  of  the 
fugar  iflands,  which  had  been  afhgned  to  us  in  1763, 
but  of  almoft  all  the  reft ; the  difmernberment  of  the 
empire,  and  a combination  of  dangers  from  which, 
zt  one  moment,  death  feemed  our  only  refuge. 

Of  the  capture  of  the  fugar  iflands  in  that  war, 
and  their  reftoration  to  Great  Britain  at  the  peace 
of  1783, 1 have  fufficiently  treated  elfewhere.  Ame- 
rica 
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Hca  alone  derived  advantage  from  the  conteft.  As 
the  French  had  engaged  in  the  war  without  provo- 
cation, fo  they  retired  from  the  field,  not  only  with- 
out benefit,  but  with  manifefi:  lots.  They  eontradted 
an  enormous  debt,  to  the  payment  of  which  their 
ordinary  revenues  were  inadequate ; and  perhaps 
to  this  circumftance,  more  than  to  any  other,  the 
ruin  of  their  ancient  government  muft  immediately 
be  attributed.  So  true  is  the  obfervation  of  our 
great  dramatic  poet  (and  it  is  equally  applicable  to 
nations  and  to  individuals)  that 
Even  handed  jultice 


Commends  th’  ingredients  of  our  poifon’d  chalice, 

To  our  own  lips.  Shakespeare, 

To  a philofopher,  fpeculating  in  hi§  clofet,  it 
might  feem  that  fuch  an  event  could  not  fail  to 
operate  both  as  a terrible  example,  and  a profitable 
ieflon,  to  the  nations  of  the  earth;  but  above  all,  to 
thofe  few  envied  flates  who  have  every  thing  to  lofe, 
and  nothing  to  gain,  by  a change  in  their  fituation. 
Pofterity  will  either  mourn  over  that  page  of  our 
hiftory,  or  doubt  its  fidelity,  which  fhall  record  the 
melancholy  truth,  that,  in  the  year  1792,  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  (too  proud  to  learn  wifdoin 
from  the  misfortunes  of  others)  adopted  towards 
France  the  fame  infatuated  line  of  conduct,  which, 
a few  years  before,  the  French  government,  nearly 
under  the  fame  circumftances,  had  purfued  towards 
Great  Britain.  Our  conduct  was  fimilar ; may  the 
mercy  of  Divine  Providence  avert  from  us  a fimilar 
iflue  ! 
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WAR  being  thus  renewed  (firft:  proclaimed,  I 
admit,  on  the  part  of  France,  but  provoked  un- 
doubtedly by  the  rafh  councils  and  imperious  lan- 
guage of  the  Britifh  adminiftration,)  the  Weft: 
Indies  became,  as  ufual,  the  fcene  of  military  enter- 
prize;  and  Great  Britain  had  the  advantage  (if an 
advantage  it  might  be  called)  of  making  the  firft: 
onfet.  On  the  10th  of  February  1793,  a few  days 
only  after  notice  had  been  received  of  the  French 
declaration  of  war,  directions  were  tranfmitted  to 
Major  General  Cuyler,  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Britifh  troops  in  the  Windward  Iftands,  and  to 
Sir  John  Laforey,  who  commanded  in  the  naval  de- 
partment, to  attempt  the  reduction  of  Tobago.  As 
molt  of  the  proprietors  in  that  ifland  were  Englifh, 
it  was  fuppofed  that  an  Englifh  armament  would  be 
favourably  received  by  the  inhabitants;  and  the 
event  juftified  this  expectation.  The  ifland  fur- 
rendered,  without  any  great  ftruggle,  on  the  17th 
of  April. 

Of  the  territory  thus  re-annexed  t:o  the  Britifh 
dominion,  I fhall  give  the  beft  account  I am  able  to 
colleCt  in  a fubfequent  chapter.  At  prefent,  I.  am 
unwilling  to  interrupt  the  narrative  of  military  tranf- 
aCtions,  by  difquifitions  either  on  its  paft  hiftory,  or 
its  prefent  importance  ; and  fhall,  therefore,  proceed 
to  the  next  attempt  of  the  Britifh  forces  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  which  I am  forty  to  obferve  had  a lefs 
favourable  termination. 

It  was  an  attack  on  Martinico;  an  enterprize  of 
great  magnitude ; for  the  labours  and  ingenuity  of 
man  had  co-operated  with  the  hand  of  nature,  in 

rendering 
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rendering  that  ifland  one  of  the  ftrongeft  countries  chap. 
in  the  world.  In  1759,  it  had  fuccefsfully  refilled  a *• 
formidable  Britilh  armament  of  ten  fhips  of  the  ' ^ 

line,  befides  frigates  and  bomb  ketches,  having  on 
board  5,800  regular  troops ; and  although  the  illand 
furrendered,  three  years  afterwards,  to  a much  fu- 
perior  force,  yet  the  gallant  and  vigorous  refiftance 
which  the  garrifon  was  enabled  to  make  on  that 
occafion,  for  upwards  of  three  weeks,  ought  furely 
to  have  induced  great  caution  and  confideration, 
with  regard  to  future  expeditions  againft  a country 
fo  amply  provided,  both  by  nature  and  art,  with  the 
means  of  defence. 

In  the  prefent  conjuncture,  the  whole  of  the  Britifh 
force  in  the  Windward  Illan^s,  was  known  and  al- 
lowed to  be,  of  itfelf,  vaftly  inadequate  to  the  object 
in  view  ; but  fuch  reprefentations  had  been  fpread 
throughout  the  army,  concerning  the  difaffedlion  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  French 
iflands  towards  the  republican  government,  recently 
eftablifhed  on  the  ruins  of  their  monarchy,  as  to 
create  a very  general  belief,  that  the  appearance  df  a 
Britilh  armament  before  the  capital  of  Martinico, 
would  alone  produce  an  immediate  furrender. 

General  Bruce,  on  whom  the  chief  command  of  our 
troops  had  devolved  in  the  interim,  was  indeed  af- 
fured,  by  a deputation  from  the  principal  planters  of 
the  ifland,  that  “ a body  of  800  regular  troops, 
would  be  more  than  fufficient  to  overcome  all  pof- 
fible  refiftance.” 

Thefe  reprefentations  (as  the  General  himfclf  in- 
formed the  king’s  minifters)  induced  him,  in  con- 
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jun&ion  with  admiral  Gardner,  to  undertake  tha 
expedition  ; and  the  land  forces  having  been  em- 
barked in  the  fhips  of  war,  the  armament  arrived 
off  Cape  Navire  on  the  nth  of  June  1793.  On 
the  16th  the  Britifh  troops,  in  number  eleven  hun- 
dred, made  good  their  landing;  and  having  been 
l‘oined  by  a body  of  about  eight  hundred  French 
royalifts,  took  pofTcffion  of  a very  ftrong  poft  within 
five  m les  of  St.  Pierre,  it  being  the  General’s  in- 
tention to  attack  the  two  fo rts  which  defended  that 
town.  The  plan  however  did  not  fucceed,  and  I 
regret  that  1 am  unable  to  furmfh  a fatisfa&ory  ac- 
count of  the  caufes  of  its  failure.  Whatever  in- 
formation might  have  been  contained  in  the  dis- 
patches from  the  commander  in  chief  to  govern- 
ment, all  that  has  been  communicated  to  the  public 
lies  in  a narrow  compafs,  and  I fhail  repeat  the  fub- 
fiancial  part  in  the  General’s  own  words;  “ The 
<c  morning  of  the  1 8th  (he  obferves)  was  the  time 
t:  ti  ed  for  the  attack,  and  we  were  to  move  for- 
t(  ward  in  two  columns,  the  one  confifting  of  the 
“ Britifh  troops,  the  other  of  the  French  R.oyalifts ; 
« and  for  this  purpofe,  the  troops  were  put  in 
<c  motion  before  day  break ; but  unfortunately, 
“ fome  alarm  having  taken  place  amongft  the 
“ royalifts,  they  began,  in  a miftake,  firing  on  one 
<c  another,  and  their  commander  being  feverely 
tc  wounded  on  the  occafion,  his  troops  were  dif- 
“ concerted,  and  inftantly  retired  to  the  pofl  from. 
tc  which  they  had  marched.”  cc  This  condudt 
(C  (continues  the  General)  ftrongly  proved  that  no 
<c  dependance  could  be  placed  on  the  royalifts,  and 
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that  the  attack  againfl:  St.  Pierre,  muft  have  been 
cc  carried  on  folely  by  the  Bricifh  troops,  to  which 
<{  their  numbers  were  not  equal.  They  were  there- 
“ fore  ordered  to  return  to  their  former  polls,  from 
“ whence  they  re-embarked;”  &c. 

This  is  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  what 
the  Eritifh  adminiftration  thought  proper  to  furnifh 
for  the  gratification  of  the  public  curiofity,  con- 
cerning the  conduft  and  failure  of  this  unfortunate 
expedition  ; and  indeed  it  is  fufficient  to  demon- 
ftrate,  that  the  flrong  affurances  which  had  been 
given,  and  the  fanguine  expectations  which  had  been 
formed,  of  fupport  and  afuftance  from  the  greater 
part  of  the  French  inhabitants,  confiding  in  the 
whole  of  upwards  of  io,coo  whites,  were  not  jufti- 
fiecl  by  the  event,  ft  reflects  therefore  great  honour 
on  .the  liberal  and  humane  diipofition  of  the  Britifh 
commanders,  that  they  did  not  fuffer  the  difappoint- 
ment,  which  they  rnuft  have  felt  on  this  occaiion,  to 
operate  to  the  difadvantage  of  thofe  of  the  French 
planters,  by  whom  fuch  adurances  were  held  forth, 
and  who,  though  miftaken  as  to  their  countrymen, 
manifefted  the  fincerity  of  their  own  profedions  by 
their  fubfequent  conduCt,  “As  they  would  cer- 
*c  tainly  have  fallen  victims,”  obferves  General 
Bruce,  “ to  the  implacable  malignity  of  the  re- 
“ publican  party,  as  foon  as  we  quitted  the  ifland,  it 
“ became  in  a manner  incumbent  on  us,  in  fupport 
<<  of  the  national  character,  to  ufe  our  urmoft  ex- 
“ ertions  to  bring  taefe  unhappy  people  from  the 
ct  fhore ; and  although  the  necefilty  of  impredng 
**■  fuch  vcfiels  as  could  be  found,  and  the  purohafing 
F f 4 ts  ptovifjons, 
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et  provifions  from  the  merchant  veffels,  will  incur  a 
“ great  expence,  I have  neverthelefs  ventured  upon 
“ it,  trufting  for  my  juftification  to  the  generous 
“ and  humane  difpofidon  exhibited  by  the  Britifh 
“ nation  on  fimilar  occafions.  We  were  therefoi-e 
“ employed  in  embarking  thefe  people,  from  the 
“ 19th  to  the  2 1 ft  j”  &c.  &c. 

Notwithftanding  this  difcouraging  account,  the 
Britifh  minifters,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  General 
Bruce’s  mifcarriage,  confidered  themfelves  im- 
perioufly  called  upon  to  vindicate  the  honour  of 
the  Englifh  arms,  by  enterprizes  of  greater  magni- 
tude in  the  fame  quarter.  They  relolved  to  fend 
thither,  forthwith,  fuch  an  armament,  as,  in  addition 
to  the  Britifh  force  already  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
fhould  be  fufficient  not  only  for  the  conqueft  of 
Martinico,  but  even  “ to  diflodge  the  enemy  from 
every  one  of  their  pofieffions  in  that  part  of  the 
world  Such  was  their  declaration. 

The  neceffty  of  difpatching  to  that  part  of  the 
king’s  dominions  a confiderable  reinforcement,  could 
not  indeed  admit  of  doubt  or  delay.  The  prefer- 
vation  of  many  of  our  fugar  iflands,  rendered  fuch 
a meafure  indifpenfable ; but  the  queftion  whether 
it  was  confident  with  prudence  and  good  policy  to 
profecute  offenfive  war  in  that  quarter,  rather  than 
confine  our  attention  folely  to  the  defence  of  the 
Britifh  territories  there,  involves  in  it  many  great 
and  weighty  confiderations.  A few  reflections  which 
have  occurred  to  me  on  this  head  will  be  found  to- 
wards the  conclufion  of  my  narrative. 

Such, 
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Such,  however,  whether  wifely  or  not,  was  the 
fyftem  approved  by  the  Britifh  minifters ; and  it 
muft  I think  be  admitted  that,  if  a war  of  conqueft 
in  the  Weft  Indies  was,  at  all  hazards,  a proper  and 
juftifiable  meafure,  the  comprehenfive  plan,  which 
embraced  the  whole  pofTeftions  of  the  French  in  the 
Windward  Iflands,  originated  in  found  policy  : cer- 
tainly it  was  wife,  either  to  attempt  the  conqueft  of 
all  of  them,  or  to  leave  all  of  them  unmolefted. 
Every  man  who  is  acquainted  with  the  relative 
fituation  of  the  French  and  Bridfh  colonies  in  thofe 
iflands,  the  condition  of  each,  and  their  affinity  to 
each  other,  will  allow  that,  in  this  cafe,  there  was  no 
medium. 

It  muft  likewife be  admitted,  that  the  preparations 
which  the  minifters  caufed  to  be  made,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  determination,  correfponded  to  the 
magnitude  and  extent  of  their  views.  Orders  were 
iffued  for  the  immediate  embarkation  of  fourteen 
regiments  of  infantry,  confiding  of  near  eleven 
thoufand  men;  a fleet  compoied  of  four  firft-ratc 
fhips  of  war  and  nine  frigates,  befides  floops,  bomb 
ketches,  and  tranfports,  was  appointed  to  convey 
them  to  the  fcene  of  action,  and  a£t  in  conjunction 
with  them.  And  that  no  poflible  doubt  might  arife 
in  the  public  mjnd,  concerning  the  judicious  appli- 
cation of  this  great  armament  to  its  proper  objeft, 
the  whole  wras  placed  under  the  direction  of  two  of 
the  moll  diftinguifhed  officers  which  any  age  or  na- 
tion has  produced ; the  chief  command  being  af- 
figned  to  Sir  Charles  Grey,  General  of  the  land 
forces;  and  the  naval  department  to  vice  admiral 
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Sir  John  Jervis;  Neither  muft  it  pafs  unobferved, 
in  juftice  to  the  different  public  offices  of  this  king- 
dom, that  the  whole  was  ready  for  its  departure  in 
lefs  than  three  months  after  the  receipt  of  General 
Bruce’s  difpatches. 

How  much  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  this  great  and 
decifive  plan  was  not  perfifted  in  to  the  laft,  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  I lhall  hereafter  record,  will 
mournfully  demonftrate.  It  is  with  pain  I relate, 
that  a few  days  only  before  Sir  Charles  Grey  ex- 
pedted  to  fail,  a new  arrangement  was  made,  by 
which  no  lefs  than  4,600  of  the  troops  that  had  been 
placed  under  his  orders,  were  detached  from  the  reft, 
and  employed  on  another  fervice ; the  minifters 
apologizing  to  the  General,  by  intimating  that  it  was 
not  expedted  of  him  to  accompliffi  all  the  objedts 
for  which  the  more  extenfive  armament  had  been 
judged  necefiary. 

Although  it  cannot  eafily  be  fuppofed  that  this 
unexpedted  diminution  of  his  army,  any  more  than 
the  apology  which  was  made  for  it  (by  which  it  was 
evident  that  the  original  plan  was  abandoned  by  go- 
vernment) could  be  matter  of  fatisfadlion  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  yet  he  ftlendy  acquiefced  in  the 
meafure;  and,  as  the  fecretary  ot  ftate  afterwards, 
very  honourably  and  handfomely  obferved  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  “ did  neverthelefs  complete 
«c  all  the  conquefts  which  were  in  contemplation 
« before  any  reduction  of  his  force  had  taken 
**  place." 

The  reader’s  firft  impreffion  therefore  will  na- 
turally be,  that,  although  a lefs  force  was  adtually 
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employed  than  was  allotted  for  this  expedition,  the 
deficiency  was  abundantly  fupplied  by  the  fpirit  and 
energy  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  wifdom  and 
decifion  of  the  commanders;  that  the  obje&s  in  view 
being  fully  obtained,  though  with  lefs  means  than 
were  at  firft  fuggefted,  the  original  fyftem  was  in 
truth  cairied  into  full  effeft;  and  of  courfe  the 
reduction  of  the  army,  juftified  by  fubfequent 
events. 

How  far  this  reafoning  can  be  fupported,  the 
fequel  will  lhew.  I fhall  proceed  in  the  next  chapter 
with  a detail  of  military  tranfadlions  in  the  order 
they  occurred. 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


44  i 


CHAPTER  II.  * 


Sir  Charles  Grey  arrives  at  Barbadoes,  and  Jails  for 
the  Attack  of  Martinico. — Proceedings  of  the  Army 
and  Navy , until  the  Surrender  of  that  Ifland. 
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On  the  26th  of  November  1793,  the  armament, 
reduced  as  was  Hated  in  the  latter  part  of  the  pre- 
ceding chapter,  failed  from  St.  Helen’s,  and  on  the 
6th  of  January,  1794,  the  fquadron  caft  anchor  in 
Carlifle  Bay,  in  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes  : It  was 
afterwards  reinforced  by  the  Afia,  of  64  guns,  and 
fome  additional  frigates. 

After  a month’s  flay  at  Barbadoes  (an  interval 
which  was  ufefully  employed  in  preparing  gun- 
boats, in  training  the  feame'n  for  land  fervice,  and  in 
attendance  on  the  fick)  the  fquadron  failed  for  the 
attack  of  Martinico  y having  on  board,  of  land 

forces 


* It  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  moil  of  what  is  related  in  this 
chapter,  concerning  the  proceedings  of  the  army  and  navy,  in 
the  attack  and  conqueft  of  Martinico,  is  copied  from  the  public 
difpatches  of  the  refpedtive  commanders.  The  few  particulars 
which  I have  interwoven  in  fome  places,  and  added  in  others, 
are  derived  partly  from  the  comprehenfive  and  circumflantial 
account  which  was  publiflied  by  the  Rev.  Cooper  Wiilyams; 
and  partly  from  private  communications  from  officers  who  were 
in  adlual  fervice  in  this  campaign.  I have  arranged  the  whole 
after  my  own  manner,  in  the  view  (as  I hoped)  of  giving  the 
detail  greater  clearnefs  and  perfpicuity,  than  can  be  expedted. 
from  difpatches  written  commonly  in  great  hafle  on  thy  fpu?  of 
the  moment. 
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forces  (including  a detachment  of  negro  dragoons) 
6,085  effective  men. 

On  Wednefday,  the  5th  of  February,  the  fleet 
approached  the  fouth-eaftern  coafl:  of  that  ifland, 
and  the  General  (having  previoufly  made  the  ne- 
ceflfary  arrangements  with  Sir  John  Jervis)  divided 
the  army  into  three  detachments,  with  a view  to 
land  them  at  three  feparate  and  diftinct  quarters. 
Thefe  were  Gallion  Bay  on  the  northern  coaft,  Cafe 
de  Navires  nearly  oppofite,  on  the  fouth,  and  Trois 
Rivieres  towards  the  fouth-eafl:.  The  firfl  de- 
tachment was  commanded  by  Major  General  Dun- 
das,  the  fecond  by  Colonel  Sir  Charles  Gordon,  and 
the  third  by  the  General  himfelf,  afTifted  by  Lieu- 
tenant General  Prefcott.  The  meafure  was  well 
concerted  ; for  by  inducing  the  enemy  to  divide  his 
force,  it  enabled  the  Britifh  to  effeft  their  landing;  at 
each  place,  with  very  little  lots. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fame  day.  Major  General 
Dundas,  with  his  detachment,  efcorted  by  Com- 
modore Thompfon  and  his  divifion,  arrived  off  the 
bay  of  Gallion:  Capt.  Faulkner  in  the  Zebra  led, 
and  immediately  drove  the  enemy  from  a battery  on 
Point  a’Chaux.  The  troops  then  difembarked 
without  further  oppofition,  about  three  miles  from 
the  town  of  Trinite,  and  halted  for  the  night.  Early 
the  next  morning  they  began  their  march,  but  were 
fomewhat  annoyed  in  their  progrefs  by  a fire  of 
mufketry  from  the  cane-nelds,  where  a body  of  the 
enemy  lay  concealed.  The  aim  of  the  Major  Gen. 
was  to  takeMorne  Le  Brun,  a flrong  poll,  fituated 
on  an  eminence  immediately  over  the  town.  This 
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he  happily  efFcdled,  and  inf  antly  detaching  Lieut. 
Col.  Craddock  with  the  fecond  battalion  of  grena- 
diers, and  Major  Evatt  with  three  companies  of 
light-infantrv,  to  attack  Trinite  Fort;  the  enemy 
fled,  and  our  troops  took  poffeffion  of  it,  with  the 
cannon  and  {lores.  Commodore  Thompfon  pof- 
fefied  himfelf  at  the  fame  time  of  the  veflels  in  the 
harbour,  but  the  town  itfelf  was  deftroyed  by  the 
enemy ; for  Bellegarde,  the  popular  leader  of  the 
Mulattoes,  being  obliged  to  evacuate  a fort  bearing 
his  own  name,  malicioufly  fet  fire  to  Tri  ite  as  he 
retired,  and  the  belt  part  of  the  houfes,  with  a 
quantity  of  Fores  of  all  kinds,  were  confumed  by 
the  flames. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  Major  Gen.  Dundas, 
leaving  Major  Skirrett  and  a party  of  marines  to 
command  at  Trinite  Fort,  proceeded  with  his  bri- 
gade to  Gros  Morne,  a fituation  of  great  importance, 
commanding  the  principal  pal’s  between  the  northern 
and  fouthern  parts  of  the  ifland ; but  although  the 
fortifications  were  Frong  and  extenfive,  the  Major 
Gen  found  the  place  entirely  evacuated,  the  enemy 
having  retired  at  his  approach.  Pulhing  forward 
again,  the  Major  Gen.  on  the  9th,  took  poffelfion  of 
a Frong  fituation  called  Bruneau,  about  two  leagues 
north  of  Fort  Bourbon,  the  enemy  retreating  as 
before.  From  thence.  Major  Gen.  Dundas  de- 
tached Lieut.  Col.  Craddock  with  three  companies 
of  grenadiers  to  feize  Fort  Matilde,  which  covered 
a good  landing  within  two  miles  of  his  left,  and 
where  the  enemy  appeared  in  confiderable  force ; 
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but  on  Lieut.  Col.  Craddock’s  approach,  they  eva-  chap. 
cuated  the  place.  Of  this  pod  the  Britifh  troops,  n* 
being  reinforced  with  a company  of  grenadiers, 
held  quiet  poffeffion  that  night,  and  the  whole  of 
the  enfuing  day  ; but  in  the  night  between  the  ioth 
and  i ith,  they  were  attacked  by  800  of  the  enemy, 
under  the  command  of  Bellegarde,  the  Mulatto 
General.  Our  troops  were  rather  taken  by  fur- 
prize;  but  recovering  themfelves,  the  enemy  was 
totally  repulfed,  and  compelled  to  take  fhelter  in 
Fort  Bourbon.  In  this  aftion  Capt.  M£Ewen  of 
the  38th,  and  feven  privates  were  killed,  and  nine- 
teen wounded. 

Col.  Sir  Charles  Gordon,  with  the  brigade  under 
his  command,  was  not  able  to  make  good  his 
landing  at  Cafe  de  Navires;  but  on  the  morning  of 
the  8 th  he  landed  at  Cafe  Pilotre;  when,  finding 
that  the  enemy  were  mailers  of  the  great  road  and 
the  heights  above  it,  he  made  a circuitous  move- 
ment through  the  mountains,  and  afcended  until, 
by  day  break  of  the  9th,  he  had  gained,  unmolefted 
by  the  enemy,  the  moil  commanding  poll  in  that 
part  of  the  country  : Col.  Myers,  defcending  from 
the  heights,  took  pofieffion  of  La  Chapelle,  and  a 
poft  eftablifhed  by  the  enemy  above  it.  On  his 
return  the  column  proceeded,  through  very  difficult 
ground,  to  the  heights  of  Berne,  above  Ance  La 
Haye;  the  enemy  keeping  a conftant  fire  in  the 
meantime  from  the  batteries  of  Sc.  Catharine.  Sir 
Charles  Gordon  had  now  a pofition  which  gave 
him  an  eafy  communication  with  the  tranfports ; 
when  on  the  12th,  obferving  that  the  battery  and 
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p.  works  at  St.  Catharine,  and  the  pods  which  guarded 
the  fird  ravine,  were  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  he 
took  pofiefiion  of  them,  while  Col.  Myers,  with 
five  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  the  forty-third 
regiment,  eroded  four  ravines  higher  up,  and  feized 
all  the  batteries  by  which  they  were  defended. 
The  enemy  now  fled  on  every  fide,  and  our  troops 
were  foon  in  pofiefiion  of  the  five  batteries  between 
Cas  de  Navires  and  Fort  Royal.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded and  occupied  the  pods  of  Gentilly,  La 
Code,  and  La  Archet,  within  a league  of  Fort 
Bourbon. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  commander  in  chief,  with 
Lieut.  Gen.  Prefcott,  and  that  part  of  the  army 
which  had  landed  at  Trois  Riviers,  had  marched 
from  thence  acrofs  a very  difficult  country,  to  the 
river  Salee,  and  entered  the  town  of  the  fame  name, 
fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  On  the  march. 
Brigadier  Gen.  Whyte  was  detached  with  the  fe- 
cona  battalion  of  light-infantry,  to  force  the  batte- 
ries of  Cape  Solomon  and  Point  a Burgos,  in  order 
to  obtain  pofiefiion  of  Ifiet  aux  Ramieres,  or  Pigeon 
Ifiand,  an  important  objedt,  the  attainment  of  which 
was  necefiary  to  enable  our  fhips  to  get  into  the 
harbour  of  Fort  Royal.  Thofe  batteries  were  ac- 
cordingly dormed,  and  the  Brigadier  Gen.  being, 
reinforced  with  a detachment  of  Royal  and  Iridi 
artillery,  and  200  feamen,  fent  Col.  Symes  with  the 
feamen,  and  two  companies  of  the  15th  regimenty 
to  afcend  the  heights,  and  take  pofiefiion  of  Mount 
Matharine,  which  commanded  Pigeon  Ifiand  at 
the  didance  of  400  yards.  This  was  happily  ac- 

complifhed 


WAR  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES, 
compliflhed  on  the  9th,  and  batteries  eredled  on  it. 
Thefe  were  completed  during  the  night  of  the 
10th,  and  on  Tuefday  morning,  the  nth,  they 
were  opened,  and  fo  well  pointed,  and  incenant  a 
fire  was  kept  up,  under  the  direction  of  Capt. 
Pratt  of  the  Irifh  artillery,  that  in  two  hours  the 
garrifon  ftruck  their  colours,  and  furrendered  at 
difcretion,  with  the  lofs  of  15  men  killed  and  25 
wounded. 

The  Ifiet  aux  Ramieres,  or  Pigeon  Ifland,  is 
fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay  of  Fort  Royal, 
about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  Ihore.  It  is 
in  itfelf  a fteep  and  barren  rock,  inacceffible  except 
in  one  place  only,  where  the  afcent  is  by  a ladder, 
fixed  againft  a perpendicular  wall;  and  the  fummit 
is  90  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  There  were 
found  on  it,  1 1 forty-two  pounders,  6 thirty-two 
pounders,  14  thirteen- inch  mortars,  and  one 
howitzer,  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  ftores  and 
ammunition  of  all  kinds,  and  a Hove  for  heating 
fhot. 

On  the  capture  of  this  fortrefs,  the  fquadron  im- 
mediately took  poffelfion  of  the  bay  and  harbour 
of  Fort  Royal ; and  moft  of  the  tranfports  and 
fcore-lhips  got  up  to  Cohee,  a harbour  at  the  north- 
ea(l  end  of  the  bay,  from  whence  they  had  a 
communication  by  a chain  of  polls,  with  the  troops 
at  Bruneau;  and  the  next  objedl  of  attention  was 
St.  Pierre,  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  in  the  attack 
of  which,  the  co-operation  of  the  forces,  both  by  fea 
and  land,  was  indifpenfably  neceffary. 

In  confequence  of  an  arrangement  for  this  enter- 
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prize,  Col.  Svmes,  with  three  light  companies,  arid 
Major  Maitland,  with  the  50th  regiment,  embarked 
on  board  a detachment  of  the  fquadron,  which  were 
ordered  for  the  bay  of  St.  Pierre. 

On  the  14th  the  commander  in  chief  moved  for--, 
ward  with  his  army  to  Bruneau,  where  he  left 
Major  Gen.  Dundas,  and  on  the  evening  of  the 
fame  day  the  Major  Gen.  marched  from  thence  to 
Gros  Morne  with  the  2d  battalion  of  grenadiers, 
the  33d  and  40th  light  companies,  and  the  65th* 
regiment.  From  Gros  Morne  he  detached  Col. 
Campbell  through  the  woods  by  Bois  le  Bue,  with 
the  two  light  companies  and  the  65th  regiment,  to 
the  attack  of  Montigne,  proceeding  himfelf  towards 
the  heights  of  Capot  and  Callebaffe,  from  both 
which  the  enemy  retired:  From  the  latter  the 
Major  Gen.  had  a diftant  view  of  Col.  Campbell’s 
detachment,  and  the  mortification  to  fee  them  at- 
tacked by  a great  body  of  the  enemy,  ftrongiy 
polled  about  half  a mile  fhort  of  Montigne.  The 
Major  Gen.  immediately  pufhed  forward  his  ad- 
vanced guard  under  the  command  of  the  Hon. 
Capt.  Ram  fay,  who,  by  extraordinary  exertions, 
came  up  with  the  enemy  while  engaged  with  Col. 
Campbell’s  detachment,  and  filenced  their  fire,  but 
the  Colonel  himfelf  had  unfortunately  fallen  early 
in  the  engagement.  Capt.  Ramfay  being  joined 
by  the  fecond  battalion  of  grenadiers,  now  took 
poffefiion  of  Montigne,  and  the  Major  Gen.  took 
poll  on  Morne  Rouge.  The  fame  evening,  the 
Major  Gen.  obferving  feveral  bodies  of  the  enemy 
moving  towards  his  front,  and  forming  under  a 
8 fmall 
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fmall  redoubt,  ordered  four  companies  of  grenadiers 
to  advance,  and  a fmart  engagement  enfued  ; the 
enemy  was  covered  by  a briik  fire,  from  two  field 
pieces  on  Morne  Beilevieur.  The  afticn  conti- 
nued  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  re- 
treated, and  during  the  night  abandoned  the  fort  on 
Morne  Beilevieur,  of  which  our  troops  immediately 
took  pofieffion. 

Our  army  had  now  arrived  within  two  leagues 
of  St.  Pierre,  from  whence  at  day-break,  on  the 
1 6th,  the  enemy  lent  a flag,  requiring  three  days 
to  confider  of  a capitulation.  The  Major  General 
returned  for  anfwer,  that  inftead  of  three  days  he 
would  allow  them  only  three  hours ; and  leaving  a 
company  of  grenadiers  in  pofieffion  of  Beilevieur, 
he  immediately  moved  on  towards  St.  Pierre.  At 
this  juncture,  the  detachment  of  the  fquadron  ar- 
rived in  the  bay,  and  began  their  operations.  Co- 
lonel Symes,  with  the  troops  and  feamen  who  were 
to  land  with  him,  had,  previous  to  their  entering 
the  bay,  embarked  on  board  the  Zebra  and  Nautilus 
fioops,  which  drawing  little  water  could  land  them 
without  difficulty.  In  the  evening  of  the  16th, 
thefe  vefiels  approached  the  north  part  of  the  bay, 
the  other  men  of  war  Handing  in  to  cover  them 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Capt.  Hervey,  in  the 
Santa  Margarita,  perceiving  the  troops  were  likely 
to  be  much  annoyed  by  two  batteries  with  heated 
(hot,  fieered  clofe  under  the  guns  of  the  molt  con- 
fiderable  of  them,  and  effectually  filenced  it.  About 
four  in  the  morning  of  the  17  th,  the  troops  made 
good  their  landing,  and  immediately  advanced  to- 
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wards  St.  Pierre;  but  the  conflict  was  at  an  end, 
for  the  enemy  feeing  the  Britifh  approach  both  by 
fea  and  by  land,  evacuated  the  town,  leaving  their 
colours  flying,  which  were  immediately  hauled  down, 
and  the  Britifh  colours  placed  in  their  room.  By 
ten  o’clock  the  whole  of  Colonel  Symes’s  detach- 
ment had  marched  into  the  town,  and  were  loon 
afterwards  joined  by  General  Dundas  and  his  army. 

No  injury  was  done,  nor  outrage  offered,  to  the 
inhabitants;  the  women  and  children  fat  at  their 
doors  to  fee  the  foldiers  march  in,  as  peaceably  and 
cheerfully  as  the  inhabitants  of  an  Englifh  village 
behold  a regiment  pafs  through  their  ftreets.  One 
inftance  only  occurred,  an  attempt  to  pillage  ; for 
which  the  offender  was  immediately  hung  up  by 
the  Provoft  Marfhal,  at  the  gate  of  the  Jefuits  Col- 
lege. 

The  town  of  St.  Pierre  being  thus  captured*, 
and  many  important  pods  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  already  in  poffeffion  of  the  Britifh  troops, 
it  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  the  furrender  of 
the  ifland  was  fpeedily  to  have  followed ; but  fo 
great  was  the  natural  and  artificial  ftrengtb  of  the 
country,  and  fo  obffinately  was  it  defended  on  this 
occafion  by  the  inhabitants,  that  much  remained 
to  be  done  before  this  event  took  place.  The  two 
great  forts  of  Bourbon  and  Fort  Royal  (the  former 

commanded 

* Lieut.  Malcolm  of  the  41ft  grenadiers,  was  appointed 
Town  Major,  in  confideration  of  his  diftinguifhed  condudi 
and  aftive  l'ervices  at  the  head  of  a body  of  riflemen,  which 
was  compofed  of  two  men  felefted  from  each  company  of  the 
fir  ft  battalion  of  grenadiers.  We  fliall  have  occafion  to  men- 
tion this  officer  hereafter. 
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commanded  by  Rochambeau  the  Governor  of  the 
I Hand)  were  dill  to  be  conquered ; and  it  was  im- 
poffible  clofely  to  inveft  Fort  Bourbon,  without 
fird  poffeffing  the  heights  of  Surie  or  Sourier,  a 
fituation  eminently  drong  and  difficult,  and  defended 
by  a large  body  of  the  enemy,  under  the  command 
of  the  mulatto  General  Beliegarde.  The  com- 
mander in  chief  therefore  propofed  to  attack  this 
pod  from  his  camp  at  Bruneau,  on  the  night  of  the 
1 8th,  and  to  depend  for  fuccefs  folely  on  a vigo- 
rous ule  of  the  bayonet;  but,  a few  hours  previous 
to  the  time  he  had  fixed  for  the  enterprize,  Belle- 
garde  himfelf,  with  part  of  his  troops,  defcended 
the  heights,  and  attacked  the  General’s  left.  His 
intention  was,  if  poffible,  to  cut  off  the  communi- 
cation between  the  Britifh  army  and  navy.  The 
attempt  was  bold,  but  it  was  ruinous.  The  Ge- 
neral immediately  perceived  the  advantage  to  be 
derived  from  it,  and  feized  it  in  the  moment;  for, 
directing  Lieut.  Gen.  Prefcott  to  keep  the  enemy 
in  check,  he  ordered  from  his  right  Lieut.  Col. 
Buckeridge,  with  the  third  battalion  of  grenadiers, 
and  Lieut.  Colonels  Coote  and  Blundell,  with  the 
ill  and  ad  battalions  of  light  infantry,  to  attack 
Bellegarde’s  camp  on  the  left.  In  this  fervice  this 
detachment  diiplayed  inch  fpirit  and  impetuofity  as 
proved  irrefiltible,  and  poffeffton  being  taken  of 
Bellegarde’s  camp,  his  own  cannon  were  turned 
again!!  him.  This  unfortunate  man  and  his  fecond 
in  command,  with  about  300  of  their  followers, 
fijrrendered  themfelves  to  the  General  a few  days 
alter  wards,  the  two  leaders  defiring  to  be  lent  to 
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North  America,  on  condition  of  never  ferving 
againft  his  majefty ; and  in  this  requeft  they  were 
gratified.  Their  followers  were  fent  on  board  the 
king’s  fhips  as  prifoners  of  war. 

From  the  20th  of  February,  Forts  Bourbon  and 
Louis,  with  the  town  of  Fort  Royal,  were  com- 
pletely inverted,  and  the  General  was  bufily  em- 
ployed in  ere&ing  batteries  on  his  firft  parallel.  On 
the  north- eaft  fide,  the  army  under  General  Pref- 
cott  broke  ground  on  the  25th  of  February,  and 
on  the  weft  fide  towards  La  Carte,  fafeine  batte- 
ries for  mortars  and  cannon  were  eredling  with  all 
poflible  expedition.  In  this  bufinefs  the  feamen 
eminently  dirtinguifhed  themfelves ; and  the  fiege 
was  carried  on  with  unremitted  exertion  by  night 
and  day  ; the  moil  perfedt  co-operation  prevailing 
between  the  army  and  navy ; the  exertions  of  both 
being  animated  by  the  prefence  and  approbation  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Edward,  who  arrived 
from  Quebec  the  4th  of  March,  and  taking  the 
command  of  Sir  Charles  Gordon’s  brigade,  fet  an 
admirable  example  of  difcipline  and  good  conduct 
to  the  whole  army,  by  his  behaviour,  during  the 
remainder  of  the  campaign.  The  advanced  batte- 
ries were  at  length  brought  within  five  hundred 
yards  of  Fort  Bourbon,  and  not  more  than  two 
hundred  from  the  redoubt;  when  on  the  17th  of 
March,  the  General  concerted  meafures  with  the 
Admiral  for  a combined  affault,  by  the  naval  and 
land  forces,  upon  the  fort  and  town  of  Fort  Royal. 
Scaling  ladders  being  provided,  and  the  neceftary 
arrangements  fettled,  the  fnips  deftined  for  the  fer- 

vice 
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vice  took  their  ftations  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  chap. 
of  March.  The  Afia,  and  the  Zebra  Hoop,  with  n* 
Captain  Rogers,  and  a body  of  feamen  in  flat  boats  ,7y4. 
(the  whole  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Thompfon)  compofed  the  naval  force;  the  land 
force  confided  of  the  fir  ft  battalion  of  grenadiers, 
the  firft  and  third  light  infantry,  with  the  third 
grenadiers. 

About  10  o’clock  the  Afia  and  Zebra  got  under 
way.  The  Zebra  led  in,  towards  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  receiving  the  enemy’s  fire,  without  return- 
ing a fhot.  The  Afia  had  got  within  the  range  of 
grape  fhot,  when,  to  the  furprize  of  the  whole  fleet, 
fhe  wore  and  made  fail  from  the  fort.  She  flood 
in  a fecond  time,  and  again  put  about  *.  Now 
then  it  was  that  Captain  Faulkner  of  the  Zebra 
acquired  immortal  honour ; for  perceiving  that  he 
could  not  expedl  any  aftiftance  from  the  Afia  (a 
fhip  of  the  line)  he  determined  to  undertake  the 
fervice  alone  in  his  fmall  floop  of  16  guns,  and  he 
executed  this  defign  with  matchlefs  intrepidity  and 
good  condudl ; for  running  the  Zebra  dole  to  the 
walls,  and  leaping  overboard  at  the  head  of  his 
floop’s  company,  he  fcaled  the  ramparts,  and  drove 
the  enemy  from  the  fort.  “ No  language  of  mine 
“ (fays  Admiral  Jervis)  can  exprefs  the  merit  of 
“ Capt.  Faulkner  on  this  occafion;  but  as  every 
£<  man  in  the  army  and  fquadron  bears  teftimony 

“ to 

* It  is  laid  that  a French  Invalid,  named  Toureller,  who  had 
formerly  been  lieutenant  of  Fort  Louis,  was  employed  by  Capt. 

Brown  as  pilot  on  this  occafion,  and  that  this  man,  under  pre- 
sence of  Ihoals,  refufed  to  carry  the  fhip  any  farther. 
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“ to  it,  this  incomparable  acffion  cannot  fail  of 
“ being  recorded  in  the  page  of  hiftory.”  Col. 
Symes,  in  the  fame  triumphant  moment,  entered 
and  took  pofieffion  of  the  town. 

This  fignal  fuccefs  determined  the  fate  of  the 
Ifland ; for  General  Rochambeau,  perceiving  that 
all  was  loft,  immediately  fent  a flag  from  Fort 
Bourbon,  offering  to  furrender  on  capitulation. 
The  terms  were  accordingly  adjufted  on  the  a 3d, 
and  on  the  25th,  the  garrifon,  reduced  to  900  men, 
marched  out  prifoners  of  war.  To  the  gallantry 
with  which  this  fortrefs  was  defended,  General  Grey 
bore  an  honourable  teftimony,  by  obferving,  that 
<c  the  Britifh  troops,  on  entering  the  place,  could 
<c  fcarcely  find  an  inch  of  ground  which  had  not 
been  touched  by  their  fhot  or  their  fhells.” 

Thus  was  achieved  the  conqueft  of  Martinico, 
with  the  lols  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  of  71  men 
killed,  193  wounded,  and  of  three  that  were  miffing. 
The  limits  I have  prefcribed  to  myfelf,  will  not 
allow  me  to  enumerate  the  particular  merits  of  all 
thofe  gallant  men,  whofe  fervices,  both  by  fea  and 
land,  were  confpicuous  on  this  occafion.  Hiftory 
will  not  fail  to  record  them,  and  above  all  to  give 
due  honour  to  that  zealous  co-operation,  to  that 
admirable  fpirit  of  unanimity  and  concord  between 
the  fea  and  land  fervice,  which  were  particularly 
obfervable  during  the  whole  fiege  ; and  for  want 
of  which,  in  other  cafes,  both  numbers  and  courage 
have  oftentimes  proved  unavailing. 

*#*  Immediately 
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*#*  Immediately  on  the  furrender  of  the  I Hand,  the  follow- 
ing proclamation  was  iffued  in  General  Orders : 

Elead  Quarters,  Fort  Royal, 
25th  March  1 794. 

Parole,  FORT  GEORGE.  C.  S.  FORT  EDWARD. 
Field  Officer,  COLONEL  COOTE. 

TFIE  Commander  in  Chief  orders  Fort  Bourbon  now  to 
bear  the  name  of  Fort  George,  and  Fort  Louis  to  bear  the  name 
of  Fort  Edward  : and  to  be  called  fo  in  future.  The  com- 
mander in  chief,  with  heartfelt  fatisfadlion,  congratulates  the 
Army  on  the  complete  conqueft  of  the  Ifland  of  Martinico,  a 
moll  important  acquifition  to  his  Majefty’s  crown.  He  begs 
permiffion  to  return  the  Army  in  general  his  warm  eft  thanks  for 
their  zeal,  perfeveraoce,  gallantry,  and  fpirit,  fo  eminently  dif- 
tinguiflied,  and  never  before  exceeded,  by  every  rank,  from  the 
general  to  the  foldier,  throughout  this  fervice  ; and  this  juftice 
he  cannot  fail  to  do  them  in  the  ftrongeft  language  to  his  Ma- 
jtfty. 


© 


457 


CHAP. 


1794. 


45s 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


CHAPTER  III. 

Conqueji  of  St.  Lucia. — Lefcription  of  Guadeloupe. — . 
Proceedings  againft  that  IJland.—lts  Surrender  com- 
pletes  the  Conqueji  of  the  French  JVefi  India  Colo -r 
vies. — Caufe  of  the  JubJequent  Reverfes. — Mortality 
among  the  Britijh. — Arrival  of  a French  Squadron 
with  Troops  at  Guadeloupe. — Their  Succejfes : fol- 
lowed by  the  Reduction  of  the  whole  Ifland. — In- 
human Barbarity  of  Vidor  Hugues  to  the  Royalifts. 
*—  Sir  C Grey  and  Sir  J.  Jervis,  Jucceedcd  by  Sir 
J.  Vaughan  and  Admiral  Caldwell. 

CHAP.  Victory  having  thus  far  crowned  the  Britifh 
nr*  arms.  General  Grey  determined,  without  lofs  of 
March  time,  to  perfevere  in  his  career  of  glory ; where- 
,794-  fore,  leaving  five  regiments  under  the  command  of 
General  Prefcott,  for  the  protection  of  Martinico, 
he  and  the  brave  Admiral  proceeded,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  31ft  of  March,  to  the  attack  of  St.  Lucia. 
This  ifland  had  not  the  means  of  a formidable  de- 
fence; and  on  the  4th  of  April,  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  Prince  Edward,  after  a fatiguing  march  of 
fourteen  hours  from  the  landing  place,  hoifted  the 
Britifh  colours  on  its  chief  fortrefs  Morne  Fortune  j 
the  garrifon,  confiding  of  300  men,  having  furren- 
dered  on  the  fame  terms  of  capitulation  as  thofe 
that  had  been  granted  to  General  Rochambeau. 
Ricard,  the  officer  commanding  in  St.  Lucia,  de- 
fired  and  obtained  permifiion,  as  Rochambeau  had 

done 
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done  before  him,  to  embark  for  North  America  ; chap. 
but  the  garrifons  of  both,  of  St-  Lucia  and  Marti-  J11* 
nico,  were  fent  to  France  immediately  on  their 
furrender  *. 

After  the  completion  of  this  fervice,  General 
Grey,  having  left  the  fixth  and  ninth  regiments, 
with  detachments  of  artillery  and  engineers,  as  a 
garrifon  for  St.  Lucia,  and  appointed  Sir  Charles 
Gordon  governor  of  that  ifland,  returned  to  Marti- 
nico;  and  the  fpirit  of  enterprize  among  the  fol- 
diers  being  thus  kept  alive  and  encouraged,  the 
General  turned  his  attention  in  the  next  place  to 
the  large  and  fertile  colony  of  Guadaloupe. 

It  is  neceflary  the  reader  fhould  be  apprized  in 
this  place,  that  Guadaloupe  confifls  in  fadl  of  two 
iflands,  divided  from  each  other  by  a narrow  arm 
of  the  fea,  called  La  Riviere  Salee,  (Salt  River) 
which  is  navigable  for  veflels  of  50  tons;  the  eaf- 
tem  ifland,  or  divifion,  being  called  Grande  Terre, 
and  the  weftern,  BaiTe  Terre.  Adjoining  the  former, 
is  a fmall  ifland  called  Deflrade,  and  near  to  the 

latter 

* So  rapid  were  the  movements  of  the  Britifh  army,  that  his 
Royai  Higbnefs  Prince  Edward  reimbarked  in  the  Boyne  at 
the  end  of  58  hours  after  he  had  landed  at  St.  Lucia.  It  is 
impoftible  to  mention  this  ifland  without  lamenting  that  it  has 
proved  in  every  war  a grave  to  thoufands  of  brave  men  ! On 
the  prefentoccafion  a circumftance  occurred  which  demonftrates, 
in  a very  linking  manner,  the  extreme  nnwholefomenefs  of  the 
climate.  The  night  after  the  troops  had  landed,  the  firft  batta- 
lion of  grenadiers  took  pofleffion  of  fome  negro  huts:  the 
fecond  battalion  had  no  fuel)  accommodation,  or  rather  chofe 
to  remain  in  the  open  air.  The  coni'equence  was,  that  while 
the  former  continued  healthy,  40  of  the  heft  men  of  the  latter 
vyere  returned  the  next  morning  on  the  fick  lift. 
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latter  a duller  of  little  i Hands  called  Les  Saintes. 
At  fome  diflance  from  thefe,  towards  the  eaft,  is 
another  ifland  called  Marie  Gallante  ; all  thefe  were 
dependencies  on  Guadaloupe,  and  comprized  in  its 
government. 

On  Tuefday  the  8th  of  April,  fuch  of  the  troops 
as  remained  after  the  neceflary  garrifons  for  the 
conquered  illands  were  formed,  embarked  in  tranf- 
ports,  and  the  fleet  failed  from  the  Bay  of  Fort 
Koval.  A detachment  of  the  fquadron  having  been 
fent  in  the  firft  place  to  attack  the  little  iflands 
above  mentioned,  called  Les  Saintes,  that  lervicc 
was  executed  with  much  fpirit  and  gallantry  by  a 
party  of  feamen  and  marines ; and  about  noon  on 
the  icth,  the  Boyne  and  Veteran  cafl  anchor  in  the 
Bay  of  Point  a Petre,  in  the  divifion  of  Grande 
Terre ; a frefh  wind  and  lee  current  preventing 
many  of  the  tranfports  from  getting  in  until  the  day 
following. 

Without  waiting  however  for  the  arrival  or  all 
the  troops,  the  General  effected  the  landing  of  a 
conflderable  detachment,  with  the  addition  of  500 
marines  at  Grofier  Bay,  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1 ith,  under  cover  of  the  Winchelfea  man 
of  war,  the  Captain  of  which,  Lord  Vi  (count  Gar- 
lics, being  the  only  perfon  that  was  wounded  on  the 
occafion.  “ Fie  received  a bad  contuflon  (obferves 
<•  Admiral  Jervis)  from  tire  fire  of  a battery  againft 
“ which  he  had  placed  his  fnip,  in  the  good  old  way, 

within  half  mufket  fnot.”  The  battery  however 
was  foon  filenced,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
1 gth,  the  Fort  of  La  Fleur  d’Epee  was  carried  by 

aflault. 
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afiault,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  garrifon  put  to  ch  a p. 
the  fvvord.  Fort  St.  Louis,  the  town  of  Point  a nr. 
Petre,  and  the  new  battery  upon  Iflet  a Cochon,  ' 
being  afterwards  abandoned,  and  the  inhabitants 
flying  in  all  direflions,  the  pofleflion  of  Grande 
Terre  was  complete. 

The  reduction  of  Bafie  Terre  was  effected  the 
21ft  of  the  fame  month  ; for  the  throng  poll  of 
Palmifte  being  carried  by  the  gallantry  of  Prince 
Edward  and  Col.  Symes,  and  that  of  Houelmont 
by  Major  Gen.  Dundas,  the  French  governor  (Col- 
lor)  immediately  capitulated;  furrendering  the 
whole  of  Guadalopue  and  all  its  dependencies  to  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  fame  terms  that  were 
allowed  to  Rochambeau  at  Martinique,  and  Ricard 
at  Lucia.  It  is  pleafing  to  add,  that  this  conqueft 
was  happily  effedled  with  the  lofs  on  the  part  of  the 
Britifh  of  only  feventeen  men  killed,  and  about 
fifty  wounded*. 

This  gallant  and  fuccefsful  enterprize  completed 
the  entire  conqueft  of  the  French  pofleffiions  in  the 
Weft  Indian  I (lands  ; and  the  primary  views  and 
declarations  of  the  Britifh  minifters  were  thus  won- 
derfully, and  I believe  unexpectedly,  realized  by 
Britifh  energy  and  valour.  Happy,  if  the  lcene  had 
fhut  at  this  period,  and  no  envious  cloud  overcaft 
the  clofe  of  a campaign,  the  opening  and  progrels 
of  which  had  fhone  with  fo  bright  a luftre  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe  ! 

* From  a return  found  among  General  CoIIot’s  papers,  it 
appeared  that  the  number  of  French,  troops  in  Guadaloupe  was 
5y77* 
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But  now  it  was  that  the  meafure  of  reducing  the 
army  at  the  outfet  of  the  expedition,  began  to  ma- 
nifeft  thofe  unhappy  confequences,  which  it  was  then 
predi6ted  would  enfue  from  it.  In  allotting  garri- 
fons  for  the  fecurity  of  the  feveral  iflands  which  had 
furrendered,  the  deficiency  of  troops  for  that  purpofe, 
was  at  once  obvious  and  alarming.  It  was  difco- 
vered  that  the  mortality  had  been  fo  great  (more 
from  ficknefs,  the  never  failing  effed  of  extraordi- 
nary exertion  in  tropical  climates,  than  the  fword 
of  the  enemy)  as  to  have  reduced  the  ranks  to 
nearly  one  half  their  original  numbers ; and  of  the 
troops  which  remained  alive,  a very  large  propor- 
tion were  fo  worn  down  by  unremitting  fatigue,  as 
to  be  rendered  abfolutely  incapable  of  efficient  fer- 
vice.  Unfortunately,  the  numerous  enterprizes  in 
which  the  Britifh  forces  were  engaged,  and  efpeci- 
ally  the  fatal,  and  never-enough  to  be  lamented,  at- 
tempt on  St.  Domingo,  left  it  not  in  the  power  of 
the  king’s  minifters  to  fend  fuch  a reinforcement  to 
the  Windward  Iflands  as  the  occafion  required. 

So  early,  however,  as  the  22d  of  March,  four 
regiments,  confining  of  2,377  men>  had  failed  from 
Cork  for  Barbadces.  They  were  intended  indeed  for 
St.  Domingo,  but  authority  was  given  to  General  Sir 
Charles  Grey,  to  detain  two  of  them,  if  circurnftances 
ffiould  render  it  neceflary,  to  ferve  under  his  own 
command  in  the  Windward  Iflands. 

Thele  regiments  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  5th 
of  May,  and  the  General  detained  the  eight  batta- 
lion companies  of  the  35th,  one  of  the  four  regi- 
ments, but  obferving  the  extreme  anxiety  which  the 

Britifh 
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Britifh  minifter  exprefied  in  his  difpatches  for  pro-  chap. 
fecuting  the  enterprize  againft  St.  Domingo,  and  hi* 
trufting  (as  he  writes)  “ that  effectual  care  would  ' 
be  taken  at  home  to  prevent  the  enemy  in  the  con- 
quered iflands  receiving  afliftance  from  Europe,”  he 
replaced  thofe  battalion  companies  with  eight  flank 
companies  from  his  own  army,  which  was  thus 
rather  diminifhed  than  augmented  by  the  ex- 
change *. 

From  this  period,  the  tide  which  had  hitherto 
flowed  with  fo  rapid  and  profperous  a current,  be- 
gan 


* Thefe  flank  companies  proceeded  firfl  to  Jamaica,  and  from 
thence  to  Port  au  Prince;  and  nothing  can  afford  a more  flrik- 
ing  demonffration  of  the  fad  confequence  of  tropical  warfare, 
than  the  account  which  has  been  given  of  this  reinforcement  on 
:ts  arrival  at  the  place  of  its  deftination.  “ On  the  8th  of  June, 
“ eight  flank  companies  belonging  to  the  2ad,  24th,  35th,  and 
“ 41ft  regiments,  arrived  at  Port  au  Prince,  under  the  com- 
“ mand  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lenox.  They  confided,  on 
**  their  embarkation,  of  about  feventy  men  each,  but  the  ag- 
“ gregate  number,  when  landed,  was  not  quite  three  hundred. 
4(  The  four  grenadier  companies,  in  particular,  were  nearly  an- 
nihilated.  The  frigate  in  which  they  were  conveyed,  became 
“ a houfe  of  peftilence.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  of  their 
“ number  were  buried  in  the  deep,  in  the  fhort  paffage  between 
“ Guadaloupe  and  Jamaica,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  more 
“ were  left  in  a dying  (late  at  Port  Royal.  The  wretched  re- 
“ mains  of  the  whole  detachment  difcovered,  on  their  landing 
“ at  Port  au  Prince,  that  they  came  not  to  participate  in  the 
glories  of  conqueft,  but  to  perifh  themfelves  within  the  walls 
“ of  an  hofpital ! So  rapid  was  the  mortality  in  the  Britifh 
army,  after  their  arrival,  that  no  lefs  than  forty  officers,  and 
“ upwards  of  fix  hundred  rank  and  file,  met  an  untimely  death, 
“ without  a contefi  with  any  other  enemy  than  ficknefs,  in  the 
“ fhort  fpace  of  two  months  after  the  Xurrender  of  the  town.’* 
Hiftorical  Survey  of  St.  Domingo,  Chap.  xi.  p 174. 
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gan  to  run  in  a contrary  direction.  The  ficknefs 
which  had  for  fome  time  prevailed  in  the  army,  was 
become  exafperated  to  peftilence.  The  troops 
funk  under  it  in  great  numbers,  and  among  its 
moll  diftinguilhed  vidlims,  was  major  general  Dun- 
das,  the  governor  of  Guadaloupe.  On  the  4th  of 
June  the  commander  in  chief  (being  at  that  time 
with  the  admiral,  infpecfting  the  flate  of  St.  Chrifto- 
pher’s)  received  the  melancholy  account  of  this  gal- 
lant officer’s  death,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th  further  intelligence  arrived,  which  rendered  his 
lofs  at  that  juncture  doubly  affiidting.  This  was  no- 
thing lefs  than  the  very  unexpected  information, 
that  a French  armament  of  confiderable  force  was, 
at  that  moment,  off  Point  a Petre  ! 

On  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  the  admiral  made 
immediate  fail  for  Guadaloupe,  and  arrived  there 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  and  having  put  the 
commander  in  chief  afhore  at  Baffe  Terre,  he  pro- 
ceeded with  the  fhips  to  Point  a Petre  ; but  found 
that  the  enemy  had  not  only  made  good  their  land- 
ing; but  had  alfo  forced  Fort  Fleur  d’Epee  on  the 
preceding  day,  and  were  actually  in  poffeffion  of  the 
town,  and  the  forts  by  which  it  was  defended. 
They  had  likewife  fecured  their  (hipping  at  fafe  an- 
chorage in  the  harbour.  It  was  now  difcovered 
that  this  armament  confifted  of  two  frigates,  a cor- 
vette, two  large  fhips  armed  en  flute , and  two  other 
veffels ; having  brought  with  them  j 500  regular 
troops  *. 

* This  armament  failed  fiom  Rochfort  on  the  25th  of  April. 

The 
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The  fucccfs  of  the  French  on  this  occafion  was 
the  more  furprifing,  as  there  was  at  this  time  in 
Guadaloupe  a larger  proportion  of  Britifh  troops 
than  in  either  of  the  other  conquered  iftands : it  is 
afferted  by  a refpedtable  author  *,  who  collected 
his  obfervations  on  the  fcene  of  action,  that  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  enemy  was  greatly  accelerated  by  the 
mifcondudt  of  feveral  of  the  French  royalifts  then 
in  the  fort,  a party  of  whom  (mifmformed  perhaps 
as  to  the  real  number  of  the  invaders)  offered  their 
fervices  to  fally  on  the  befiegers,  and  marched  out 
for  that  purpofe,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
M'Dowall  of  the  43d,  but  on  approaching  the 
enemy  they  were  panic  ftruck,  and  deferted  to  the 
town.  Thirty  of  them  only  out  of  140  returned  to 
Fleur  d’Epee  with  Captain  McDowall.  The  Britifh 
merchants  and  failors  from  the  town  of  Point  a 
Petre,  had  thrown  themfelves  into  this  fort  to  co- 
operate with  the  garrifon.  This  little  band,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Drummond  of 
the  forty-third  regiment,  did  all  that  gallant  men 
could  do  ; tv/ice  they  repulfed  the  affuilants ; but 
the  French  royalifts  who  remained  in  the  fort,  con- 
ceiving the  vain  hope  of  obtaining  mercy  for  them- 
felves by  a furrender,  infilled  at  length  that  the  gates 
fhould  be  thrown  open.  This  was  no  fooner  done, 
than  the  enemy  poured  in  from  all  Tides,  and  the 
few  furviving  Britifh  foldiers  (not  more  than  40  in 
number)  were  obliged  to  make  the  belt  retreat 
they  could  to  Fort  Louis.  This  place  not  being 

* Rev.  Cooper  Willyams,  chaplain  to  the  Boyne. 
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chap,  tenable  after  the  lofs  of  Fleur  d’Epee,  was  foon 
11  r.  abandoned  by  them,  and  they  eroded  over  to  Bade 
— ' Terre*. 

1 y 94*  • • 

The  commander  in  chief,  the  moment  the  flrength 
of  the  enemy  was  afeertained,  had  tranfmitted  orders 
to  the  commanders  in  the  different  iflands  to  fend 
from  thence  whatever  force  could  be  fpared ; and 
the  legiflature  of  St.  Chriltopher,  immediately  on 
receiving  notice  of  the  enemy’s  appearance,  raifed  a 
confiderablc  body  of  volunteers  at  the  expence  of 
the  colony,  and  difpatched  them,  v/ith  great  expe- 
dition, to  co  operate  in  this  important  fervice. 


* The  celebrated  Brigadier  General  Arnold,  being  on  bufi- 
nets  of  a mercantile  nature  at  Point  a Petre,  was  captured  at 
the  time  the  place  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  republicans,  and, 
being  apprehenfive  of  ill  treatment,  changed  his  name  to  An- 
derfon.  He  was  put  on  board  a prifon-fliip  in  the  harbour, 
and  had  confiderable  property  in  cafli  with  him,  of  which,  it  is 
fuppofed,  Fremont  and  Vidtor  Hugues  were  informed,  as  lie 
received  an  intimation  from  one  of  the  French  {entries,  that  he 
was  known,  and  would  foon  be  guillotined.  On  this  alarming 
intelligence,  he  determined  to  attempted  an  efcape,  which  he 
effected  in  the  following  manner:  At  night  he  lowered  into  the 
fea  a cafk  centaining  clothes  and  valuables,  witli  a direction  on 
it,  that  if  it  floated  to  the  (bore  of  our  camp  at  Berville,  it  might 
be  known,  and  rcflored  to  him  ; he  then  lowered  down  his 
cloak  bag  to  a fmall  raft  which  he  had  prepared,  on  which  alfo 
he  got  himfclf,  and  proceeded  to  a fmall  canoe,  in  which  he 
pu filed  for  the  Britifn  fleet,  directed  by  the  admiral  s lights.  On 
his  making  towards  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  he  was  chal- 
lenged by  the  French  row-guard,  but  by  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  efcaped  from  them,  and  arrived  on  board  the  Boyne  by- 
four  o’clock  on  Monday  morning,  the  30th  of  June. 

See  the  Rev.  Cooper  Willyams’s  Account  of  the  Cam- 
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All  the  force  that  could  be  thus  obtained,  being  c 
at  length  collected  at  Bake  Terre,  detachments 
were  landed  on  the  lide  of  Fort  Fleur  d’Epee,  and 
many  fkirmifnes  took  place  with  the  enemy,  be- 
tween the  19th  of  June  and  the  beginning  of  July, 
the  particulars  of  which  it  is  not  necefiary  to  relate. 
The  weather  was  now  become  inlupportably  hot, 
and  the  tropical  rains  being  already  fet  in,  the  Ge- 
neral determined  to  make  an  effort  to  finifli  the 
campaign  at  a blow.  It  was  planned  that  a large 
body  of  troops,  under  Brigadier  General  Symes, 
fhould  march  during  the  night,  and  make  themfelves 
makers  of  Morne  government,  and  the  other  com- 
manding heights  round  the  town  of  Point  a Pctre ; 
the  General  himfelf,  at  the  head  of  the  reft  of  his 
army  remaining  in  readinefs  on  the  heights  of  Maf- 
cot,  to  ftorm  Fort  Fleur  d’Epee,  on  receiving  a 
fignal  from  the  brigadier:  the  failure  of  this  enter- 
prize  was  a fatal  circumftance ; and  many  animad- 
verfions  having  been  made  on  the  condudt  of  it ; I 
Ihall  recite  the  particulars  in  General  Grey’s  own 
words  : Ci  On  the  evening  of  the  3 IE  inftant  Briga- 
“ dicr  General  Symes  marched  from  Morne  Maf- 
“ cot  with  the  ill  battalion  of  grenadiers,  the  ift 
tc  and  2d  battalions  of  light  infantry,  and  the  ift 
“ battalion  of  feamen  commanded  by  Captain  Ro- 
<c  bertfon,  to  attack  the  town  of  Point  a Petre  be- 
£C  fore  day-break  on  the  2d  inftant;  but  being  mif- 
“ led  by  their  guides,  the  troops  entered  the  town 
“ at  the  part  where  they  were  moil  expofed  to  the 
fc  enemy’s  cannon  and  fmall  arms,  and  where  it 
iS  was  not  pollible  to  fcale  the  walls  of  the  fort ; in 
H h 2 cs  confequence 
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“ confequence  of  which,  they  fuffered  confiderably 
“ from  round  and  grape  fhot,  together  with  fmall 
“ arms  fired  from  the  houfes,  &c.  and  a retreat  be- 
tc  came  unavoidable.”  It  gives  me  great  concern, 
obferves  the  Genera),  to  add,  that  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Symes  was  wounded ; and  that  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Gomm,  and  fome  other  meritorious  officers, 
were  killed  on  this  attack,  as  was  alfo  Captain 
Robertfon  of  the  navy,  a valuable  officer,  and  whole 
death  was  a great  lofs  to  the  fervice.  *. 

The  meditated  attack  on  Fort  Fleur  d’Epee,  be- 
ing thus  rendered  abortive,  and  the  Britiffi  troops 
fo  reduced  or  debilitated  as  to  be  abfolutely  unfit 
for  further  exertion,  (expofed  as  they  were  to  the 
fun  and  the  rains)  it  was  refolved,  at  a confultation 
held  on  the  3d,  between  the  commander  in  chief 
and  the  admiral,  to  relinquifh  all  further  attempts 
for  the  prefent  on  Grande  Terre ; and  to  remove 
the  artillery  and  (lores,  and  to  reinforce,  with  the 
troops,  the  polls  in  Bafle  Terre.  This  determi- 
nation, dilated  by  a neceffity  which  left  no  alter- 
native 


* Brigadier  General  Symes  died  of  his  wounds  a fbort  time 
afterwards ; exclufive  of  whom,  the  total  lofs  of  the  Britifh  in 
this  unfortunate  affair,  and  fome  preceding  attacks,  is  Bated  as 
follows : 

i  lieutenant  colonel,  4 captains,  7 lieutenants,  7 ferjeants, 

2 drummers,  91  rank  and  file,  kill, d ; 1 major,  3 captains,  7 
lieutenants,  13  ferjeants,  8 drummers,  298  rank  and  file, 
•wounded 5 1 ferjeant,  3 drummers,  52  rank  and  file,  miffing.  One 
of  the  French  frigates  in  the  harbour  did  great  execution,  killing 

3 officers  and  36  privates  of  the  light  infantry,  by  a fingle  dif- 
charge  of  grape  fhot.  They  were  unfortunately  drawn  up  in  a 
ftreet,  which  was  effe&ually  commanded  by  her  guns. 
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native,  was  carried  into  effect  without  lols,  on  the 
night  of  the  5th.  “ I now,”  faid  the  general  in  his 
letter  of  the  8th,  ‘£  occupy  with  my  whole  force, 
ec  the  ground  between  St.  John’s  Point  and  Bay  Ma- 
<c  hault,  and  having  erebted  batteries  with  24 
u pounders,  and  mortar  batteries,  at  Point  Saron 
tc  and  Point  St.  John,  oppofite  to  the  town  of 
f<  Point  a Petre,  my  fituation  gives  perfect  fecurity 
“ to  Baffe  Terre.” 

Many  arrangements,  however,  were  yet  to  be 
made  for  the  maintenance  of  this  pofiuion  during 
the  approaching  hurricane  months,  and  until  a rein- 
forcement fhould  arrive  from  Great  Britain.  Thefe 
being  at  length  completed,  the  general  embarked 
on  board  the  Boyne,  and  failed  for  St.  Pierre  in  the 
ifland  of  Martinique,  where  he  eflablifhed  his  head- 
quarters, leaving  Brigadier  Graham  to  command  in 
his  abfence  at  Baffe  Terre. 

The  head-quarters  of  the  Britifh  army  in  Guada- 
loupe  were  at  camp  Bervilie,  which  was  placed  on 
commanding  ground  ; flanked  by  the  fea  on  one 
fide,  and  on  the  other  by  an  impaffable  morafs. 
About  a mile  on  the  rear,  was  a narrow  pafs,  by 
which  alone  the  camp  could  be  approached,  and 
in  front  was  the  river  Sallee,  on  the  furthermoft 
banks  of  which  Hands  the  town  of  Point  a Petre ; 
but  the  fituation  of  this  encampment,  fo  favourable 
in  other  refpecls,  proved  to  be,  in  the  highefl:  de- 
gree, unhealthful.  The  baneful  effebls  of  the  cli- 
mate at  this  feafon  of  the  year  were  aggravated  by 
putrid  exhalations  from  the  neighbouring  fwamps, 
and  a dreadful  mortality  enfued  among  the  troops. 

PI  h 3 By 


4/0 

CHAT. 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


Ey  the  middle  of  Auguft,  the  numbers  on  the  Tick 
lilt  conftituted  the  majority  of  the  camp.  During 
tire  month  of  September,  the  army  was  inadequate 
to  the  fupply  of  guards  for  the  different  batteries. 
Several  companies  could  not  produce  a Single  man 
fit  for  duty ; and  the  43d  regiment  could  not  even 
afford  a corporal  and  three  men,  for  the  prote&ion 
of  their  own  camp  in  the  night. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  keep  up  the  appearance 
of  force  in  front  of  the  enemy,  the  different  iflands 
were  completely  drained  of  troops,  and  a body  of 
French  loyalifts  were  Selected  to  perform  military 
duty  at  the  poft  of  Gabarre  ; where  they  conducted 
themfelves  with  much  Spirit  and  fidelity. 

The  commiffioner  from  the  French  convention, 
and  now  commander  in  chief  of  the  French  troops 
in  Guadaloupe,  was  Viftor  Hugues,  2 man  of  w'hom 
I Shall  hereafter  have  frequent  occafion  to  Speak. 
It  is  Sufficient  in  this  place  to  obferve,  that  though 
his  name  has  Since  become  proverbial  for  every  Spe- 
cies of  outrage  and  cruelty,  he  was  not  deficient 
cither  in  courage  or  capacity.  Obferving  how 
Severely  his  cwn  troops,  as  well  as  ours,  Suffered 
from  the  climate,  he  conceived  the  project  of  arm- 
ing in  his  Service,  as  many  blacks  and  mulattoes  as 
lie  could  collect.  Thefe  men,  inured  to  the  cli- 
mate, and  having  nothing  to  lofe,  flocked  to  his 
ftandard  in  great  numbers,  and  were  Soon  brought 
into  Some  degree  of  order  and  uifeipline.  With 
the.  co-operation  of  thefe  auxiliaries,  apprized  at 
the  fame  time  of  the  debilitated  State  of  the  Britifh 
army,  the  French  commiffioner  determined  to  at- 
tack 
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tack  the  Bricifh  camp  at  Berville.  For  this  our-  chat. 
pofe,  on  Saturday  the  2:6th  of  September,  he  em-  in. 


barked  a large  body  of  troops  in  ft  nail  veffels, 
which  paffing  our  fhips  of  war  unperceived,  under 
cover  of  a dark  night,  made  good  their  landing  in 
two  detachments  ; the  one  at  Goyavc,  the  other  at 
Bay  Mahaulc,  The  detachment  which  took  poft 
feffion  of  the  place  laft  mentioned,  immediately 
marched  to  Gabarre,  in  the  view  of  Unrounding 
the  French  royalifts  ftationed  tliere,  and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  that  they  efcaped  to  Berville.  The 
other  detachment  which  had  landed  at  Goyave,  be- 
gan its  march  to  Petit  Bourg.  Lieut.  Col.  Drum- 
mond, of  the  43d  regiment,  with  fome  convaleft 
cents  from  the  hofpital,  and  a party  of  royalifts,  ad- 
vanced to  meet  them,  but  perceiving  their  great 
fuperiority,  found  it  advilable  to  retreat ; and  they 
took  poft  at  a battery  upon  the  fhore,  called  Point 
Bacchus,  where  however  they  were  foon  furrounded, 
and  the  whole  party  made  prifoners.  By  the  poft 
feffion  of  this  poft,  the  enemy  entirely  cut  oft'  all 
communication  between  the  Bridfh  camp  and  fhip- 
ping.  They  then  proceeded  to  poftefs  themfelves 
of  the  neighbouring  heights,  and  formed  a junction 
with  the  other  detachment  which  had  landed  at  Bay 
Mahaulc : by  this  means  the  camp  at  Berville  was 
completely  invefted  by  land ; its  whole  ftrength, 
including  the  fick  and  convalelcent,  confifted  of 
no  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  regular 
troops*  and  three  hundred  royalifts.  Ail  that  cou- 
rage, perfeverance,  and  defpair  could  effedt,  was 
performed  by  the  united  exertions  of  this  gallant 
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chap.  band.  In  the  firft  attack  on  the  morning  of  the 
nr.  29th,  after  a conflict  of  three  hours,  the  republi- 

cans  were  defeated  with  great  lofs.  They  were 
again  repulled  in  two  fubfequent  attacks,  on  the 
jOth  of  the  lame  month  and  the  4th  of  Odtober. 
But  their  numbers  continually  increafing,  and  the 
manifeft  impofllbility  of  opening  a communication 
with  the  Britifh  fleet,  depriving  the  garrifon  of  all 
proper  fuccour.  General  Graham,  on  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  his  officers,  confented  on  the  6th  of  Oc- 
tober to  fend  a flag  to  the  French  commiflioner, 
offering  to  capitulate.  Towards  the  Britifh,  the 
terms  granted  by  the  enemy  were  fufficiently  libe- 
ral, but  the  condition  demanded  for  the  French 
royaliffs,  that  they  fhould  be  treated  as  Britifh  fub- 
jedts,  was  declared  inadmiffible  ; all  the  favour  that 
could  be  obtained  for  them,  was  the  fanftion  of  a 
covered  boat,  in  which  twenty-five  of  their  officers 
elcaped  to  the  Boyne.  The  reft  of  the  miferable 
royalifts,  upwards  of  300  in  number,  were  left  a 
facrifice  to  the  vengeance  of  their  republican  ene- 
mies. Finding  themfelves  excluded  from  the  capi- 
tulation, they  folicited  permifiion  to  endeavour  to 
cut  their  way  through  the  enemy,  an  attempt  which 
muff  have  ended  only  in  the  deftrudtion  both  of 
themfelves  and  the  Britifh.  There  was  a faint  hope 
entertained,  however,  that  Vidtor  Hugues  (whofe 
character  was  not  at  that  time  fufficiently  developed) 
would  relent  on  their  furrender.  In  this  expectation, 
however,  thefe  unfortunate  people  were  cruelly  dif- 
stppointed,  and  their  fad  fate  cannot  be  recorded 
without  indignation  and  horror.  The  republicans 
S erected 
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erected  a guillotine,  with  which  they  (truck  off  the  chap, 
heads  of  fifty  of  them  in  the  (hortfpace  of  an  hour.  IIJ* 
This  mode  of  proceeding,  however,  proving  too 
tedious  for  their  impatient  revenge ; the  remainder 
of  thefe  unhappy  men  were  fettered  to  each  other, 
and  placed  on  the  brink  of  one  of  the  trenches  which 
they  had  ib  gallantly  defended  : the  republicans  then 
drew  up  fome  of  their  undifeiplined  recruits  in  front, 
who  firing  an  irregular  volley  at  their  miferable 
victims,  killed  fome  and  wounded  others ; leaving 
many,  in  all  probability,  untouched:  the  weight 
however  of  the  former,  dragged  the  reft  into  the 
ditch,  where  the  living,  the  wounded,  and  the  dead, 

(hared  the  fame  graves  the  foil  being  inftantly 
thrown  in  upon  them  *. 

Thus  was  the  whole  of  this  fertile  country  (the 
fingle  fortrefs  of  Matilda  excepted)  reftored  to  the 
power  of  France,  and  placed  under  the  domination 
of  a revengeful  and  remorfelefs  democracy.  General 
Prefcott,  who  commanded  the  Matilda  Fort,  fuf- 
tained  a long  and  mod  harafiing  fiege,  from  the 
14th  of  Oftober  to  the  10th  of  December.  His 
conduct  throughout,  as  well  as  that  of  the  officers 
and  men  under  his  command,  was  above  all  praife. 

He  maintained  his  pofition  until  the  fort  was  no 
longer  tenable,  and  having  no  other  means  of  faving 
his  reduced  and  exhaufted  garriion  from  the  fword, 
he  was  obliged  at  length  to  abandon  it  by  filent 
evacuation.  Three  line  of  battle  (hips  had  indeed 
arrived  in  the  interim  from  Great  Britain,  but  they 

came 


* Rev.  Cooper  Willyams’s  account  of  the  campaign,  &c. 
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came  only  to  behold  the  triumph  of  the  enemjf; 
With  this  adverfe  droke  of  fortune,  clofed  the  cam- 
paign of  1794:  its  career  for  a while  was  glorious 
beyond  example;  and  if  the  very  unhappy  meafurC 
of  reducing  the  number  of  the  troops  at  the  outfer, 
had  not  taken  effetft,  or  if,  as  foon  as  the  news  of 
the  capture  of  Martinico  had  reached  England,  a 
drong  reinforcement  had  been  fent  to  the  fcene  of 
adtion,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  Guadaloupe  would 
have  dill  continued  in  pofleflion  of  the  Englifh,  and 
the  page  of  hidory  remained  undefiled  with  thofe 
dreadful  recitals  of  revolt,  devadation,  and  mafiacre, 
which  1 fhall  foon  have  the  painful  tafk  of  recording, 
to  the  diame  and  everlading  difhonourcf  the  French 
character,  and  the  difgrace  of  human  nature.  Our 
gallant  commanders  were  fortunate,  in  being  allowed 
to  withdraw  in  time  from  an  atmofphere  polluted 
by  fuch  enormities.  Worn  down  by  condant  ex- 
ertion both  of  body  and  mind,  afiailed  by  an  unprin- 
cipled faftion  with  the  bafed  calumnies,  and  op- 
preded  by  the  melancholy  and  daily  profpeft  of  a 
gallant  army  perifbing  of  difeafe,  they  were  happily 
relieved  from  infinite  anxiety  by  the  appearance  of 
the  reinforcement  before  mentioned,  in  which  ar- 
rived Gen.  Sir  John  Vaughan  and  Vice-Admiral 
Caldwell;  to  the  former  of  whom  Sir  Charles 
Grey,  and  to  the  latter  Sir  John  Jervis,  furrendered 
their  refpeftive  commands,  and  on  the  27  th  of  No-- 
vember  failed  for  Great  Britain. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Savage  Indignities  of  Victor  Hugues  to  the  remains  of 
General  Dundas. — His  unprecedented  Cruelty  to  his 
Britijh  Prif oners.— Meditates  Hojlilities  againjl  the 
ether  IJlands. 

The  firft  meafure  of  the  French  commiflioner,  on 
taking  pofieffion  of  Fort  Matilda,  difplayed  in  the 
flrongeft  manner  the  bafenefs  and  ferocity  of  his 
character.  The  body  of  Major  General  Dundas 
had  been  buried  within  the  walls  of  that  fortrefs,  and 
a Hone  placed  over  it  with  a luitable  infeription. 
This  humble  memorial,  which  a generous  enemy,  in 
every  civilized  part  of  the  earth,  would  have  held 
facred,  was  immediately  deftroyed  by  orders  of  this 
favage  defpot,  and  the  remains  of  the  deceafed  hero 
dug  up  and  thrown  into  the  river  Gallion.  This 
mean  and  cowardly  difplay  of  ineffectual  vengeance, 
was  made  the  fubjeft  of  boalting  and  triumph  in  a 
public  proclamation,  worthy  only  of  its  author*. 

The 

* So  much  has  been  heard  of  Viflor  Hugues,  that  it  may  be 
agreeable  to  the  reader  to  be  informed  of  his  origin  and  early 
purfuits.  He  was  born  of  mean  parents  in  fome  part  of  old 
France,  and  was  placed  out  when  a boy,  as  an  apprentice  to  a 
hair-drelfer.  In  that  occupation  he  went  originally  to  Guada- 
loupe,  where  he  was  afterwards  known  as  a petty  innkeeper  at 
Bade  Terre.  Failing  in  that  purfuit,  he  became  mailer  of  a 
fmall  trading  veflel,  and  at  length  was  promoted  to  a lieutenancy 
in  the  French  navy.  Being  diftinguilhed  for  his  activity  in  the 
French  Revolution,  he  was  afterwards  deputed,  through  the 

influence 


The  miferies  of  war  feem,  indeed,  to  have  becrt 
wantonly  aggravated  by  this  man,  to  an  extent  never 
known  among  the  rudeft  and  mod  barbarous  na- 
tions. In  the  village  of  Petit  Bourg  lay  many  Tick 
and  wounded  Britilh  foldiers,  who  had  been  taken 
prifoners  with  Colonel  Drummond  at  Point  Bacchus. 
Thefe  unhappy  men  made  an  humble  application 
to  ViClor  Hugues  for  medical  affiftance  and  fiefh 
provifions.  Their  petition  was  anfwered  by  a death 
warrant.  The  vindictive  conqueror,  inftead  of  con- 
fidering  them  as  objects  of  mercy  and  relief,  caufed 
the  whole  number  in  the  hofpital,  and  among  them 
it  is  faid  <c  many  women  and  fome  children,”  to  be 
indifcriminately  murdered  by  the  bayonet  -}  a pro- 
ceeding fo  enormoufly  wicked,  is,  I believe,  without 
a precedent  in  the  annals  of  human  depravity  *. 

After  fuch  condutt  towards  men  who  were  in- 
capable of  making  either  refinance  or  cfcape,  it  may 
well  be  fuppofed  that  revenge  was  not  tardy  in  the 
purfuit  of  its  victims  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 

country. 

influence  of  Robefpierre,  to  whofe  party  he  was  ftrongly 
attached,  to  the  National  Aflembiy.  In  1794  he  obtained  the 
appointment  of  Commiflioner  at  Gtiadaloupe,  with  controuling 
powers  over  the  commanders  of  the  army  and  navy  ^and  proved 
himfelf  in  every  refpefl  worthy  of  his  great  patron  and  exemplar, 
being  nearly  as  lavage,  remorfelefs,  and  bloody,  as  Roberfpierre 
himfelf. 

* I am  unwilling  to  give  this  anecdote  to  the  public,  without 
quoting  my  authority.  I relate  it  on  the  tefiimony  of  the  Rev. 
Cooper  Willyams,  chaplain  of  tire  Boyne,  who  quotes  Col. 
Drummond  himfelf,  and  it  is  confirmed  by  a declaration  drawn 
lip  by  General  Vaughan  and  Vice-Admiral  Caldwell.  Col. 
Drummond  himfelf  was  confined  to  a prifon  fhip,  and  by  par- 
ticular orders  from  Victor  Hugues,  to  fwab  the  decks  like  the 
meaneft  feamen. 
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country.  To  be  accuftd  of  a&ions,  or  fufpe&ed 
of  principles,  noftile  towards  the  new  government, 
was  to  be  convicted  of  treafon.  Accordingly,  per- 
fons  of  ali  conditions,  without  refpedt  to  fex  or  age, 
were  fent  daily  to  the  guillotine  by  this  inexorable 
tyrant,  and  their  execution  was  commonly  performed 
in  fight  of  the  Britifh  prifoners. 

Viftor  Hugues,  having  taken  thefe  and  other 
meafures  for  fe curing  the  quiet  pofieflion  of  Guade- 
loupe, determined  in  the  next  place  (his  force  being 
inadequate  to  a regular  attempt  againfl  any  of  the 
other  iflands)  to  adopt  a fyftem  of  hoftility  againfl 
fome  of  them,  which,  though  well  fuited  to  his 
character  and  difpofition,  was  not  lefs  outrageous 
and  fanguinary  than  unprecedented  among  civilized 
Hates.  To  this  end  he  diredted  his  firfl  attention 
towards  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent’s,  expecting  to 
find  in  each  of  thofe  iflands,  adherents  fit  for  the 
project  which  he  meditated.  * * * * * * 

****  ********  * * 

************  * * 

* * * * -j- 


+ N.  B — At  this  interefting  period  the  hiftory  clofes. — Death 
abruptly  terminates  the  author’s  labours. 


Luke  Hanfard,  Printer 
Great  Turnftile. 
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